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THISBOOK 

IS DEDICATED 

To that man (whenever he may ap* 
pear), who, blessed with a soul superior 
to all lucrative and ambitious views, will 
dare to stand forth the generous advo- 
cate and benevolent protector of the 
public welfare — ^Who, when in office, 
will make the good of his fellow-subjects 
the sole rule of his administration ; and 
who, when out of office, independent of 
every partial connexion, will steadily 
and uniformly adhere to the same honest 
plan— ^Who, while in power, will boldly 
oppose all measures, however profitable 
to himself or his friends, that may be 
detrimental to the cause of his country; 
and who, when deprived of power, un- 
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VI 

shaken by present disappointments, or 
uninfluenced by future expectations, 
will as boldly support every measure 
which may be beneficial to that cause, 
though it originates from his most hated 
adversary. 

Such a man may be justly honoured 
with the glorious title (hitherto, alas! 
ideal)^ which in all ages has been fre- 
quently conferred, but, perhaps, never 
yet merited, of a 

PATRIOT. 
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PHEPACE. 



The following Diary is printed from a manu- 
script of the late Lord Melcombe's ; and^ as 
the reader may be inquisitive to know the 
stages through which it came into my posses- 
sion^ i shall briefly satisfy his curiosity. 

Lord Melcombe died in the year 1762, and 
bequeathed his whole property (a few legacies 
excepted) to his cousin, the late Thomas 
Wyndham of Hammersmith. 

Mr. Thomas Wyndham, who di^ in the 
year 1777> left, among many other kind re- 
membrances, a clause in his will in the follow- 
ing words: ** I give to Henry Penruddocke 
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viii PREFACE. 

Wyndham all my books, and all the late Lord 
Melcombe's political papers, letters, and 
poems, requesting of him not to print or pub- 
lish any of them, but those that are proper to 
be made public, and such only, as may, in 
some degree, do honour to his memory." 

The latter part of this clause has, hitherto^ 
made me hesitate on the propriety of mak- 
mg his Lordship's Diary public; for although 
it may reflect a considerable degree of ho- 
nour on his Lordship's abilities, yet, in 
my opinion, it shows his political conduct 
(however palliated by the ingenuity of his 
own pen), to have been wholly directed by 
the base motives of avarice, vanity, and selt 
ishness. 

What, beside these motives, induced him to 
quit the service of George II. and to prefer 
the protection of Frederick, Prince of Wales, 
to that of his old master? Alas! he could not 
then foresee the black cloud, which was pre- 
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PREFACE. IX 

paring to obscure the expected glory of the 
rising sun, and to blast the hopes of all it$ 
worshippers. 

What, beside these motives, made his Lord- 
ship discontented and miserable while he 
remained in the court of that Prince ? A 
party was, there, quickly combined against 
him, which, unfortunately for Lord Mel-, 
combe, was actuated by the same selfish 
principles as he himself was. 

What, besides these motives, tempted him, 
after the death of the Prince of Wales, to 
court the Pelhams with the most abject and 
fawning servility, and, at the same time, lA 
secret opposition to his great patroness, the 
Princess Dowager? 

But all this may be strictly honourable 
within the verge of a court; and, on this 
account, I could patiently hear his Lordship 
recommend Mr. Ralph as a very honest man. 
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and in the same pages inform us, that he was 
ready to be hired to any cause; that he 
actually put himself to auction to the two 
contending parties (the Bedford and Pel- 
ham8)» and that, after several biddings, the 
honest Mr. Ralph was bought by the Pel- 
hanis. 

However, I cannot patiently forgive the 
violent declamation of his Lordship against 
" the low and venal wretches of Bridgewater ;^^ 
as if a bribe taken by a miserable voter, and, 
possibly, for the support of a numerous and 
indigent family, was more dishonourable than 
a place or pension enjoyed or coveted by 
the opulent, for the sole purposes, either of 
accumulating riches, or of extending the 
pomp of pride and power. 

I am aware that, in treating the character 
of my Author thus freely, I shall appear as a 
very extraordinary Editor, the practice ci 
whom has generally been, to prefer flattery 
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PREFACE. ii 

to truth, and partiality to justice. But it 
may be worth considering, whether my me- 
thod, or the common one, is the less in- 
jurious to the character of an Author ; and 
whether the reader may not be more inclined 
to overlook or pardon those errors which he 
is previously instructed to expect, than he 
would be, if every page contradicted the 
favourable impressions which the Editor had 
been industriously labouring to fix on his 
mind. 

But it is now time to answer a very natural 
. question ; How could I, with such sentiments 
of the Diary, venture to publish it, consistent 
with the clause in the will ? 

To what I have said before, that the Diary 
was written by Lord Melcombe, I shall add, 
that every part of it was carefully copied from 
rough drafts, and that scarcely a blot or correc- 
tion is to be seen throughout the whole. The 
month also, and each day of the week, i» 
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xii PREFACE. 

accurately inscribed on the margin^ with his 
own pen, in printing characters. 

From these circumstances I conclude, that 
Lord Melcombe wrote for the public, and 
that he intended his Diary should, in a future 
season, be produced to light : it is also manifest, 
that his Lordship meant it as an apology for 
his political conduct, and that he could not 
write merely for amusement, or solely for his 
own retrospection, or for the private perusal 
only of his heirs. 

The late Mr. Wyndham, through whose 
hands the MS. came to me, was of this 
opinion. 

It seems therefore that, in publishing thii^ 
Diary, I am certainly fulfilling Lord Mel- 
combe's design, and doing what he antici- 
pated -some one or other should do : it is to be 
supposed that, in his opinion, there is nothing 
dishonourable in the Diary, and to his judge- 
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PREFACE. xni 

ment I am in duty bound to sacrifice my own : 
the prejudices, perhaps, of education have 
instilled hi my mind ideas of honour very dif- 
ferent from those of his Lordship, which — 



'putavi 



Stultus ego huic nostra similes ■ 

But, notwithstanding, if I thought that any 
part of the Diary would tend to make one 
worthy character unhappy, or cause the 
smallest injury to the common good, I should, 
without hesitation, suppress it : nay, I would 
instantly commit it to the flames, lest it might 
hereafter be productive of those consequences^ 

If, on the contrary, by unveiling the mys- 
terious intrigues of a Court, and by exposing 
the latent causes of opposition, the Diary 
teaches us, that both one and the other may 
act from the same interested and corrupt prin- 
ciple ; it may then make us cautiously diffi- 
dent of the motives of either ; and the country 
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gentlemen, in particular, may learn from it, 
that they have as much to dread from those 
who are in pursuit of power, as from those 
in actual possession of it; from those who are, 
hopefully, working in the cpld climate of dis- 
appointment, as from those who are luxuri- 
ously basking in the sunshine of enjoyment. 

The Diary may even animate those gentle- 
men to the love of true patriotism, and pro- 
bably instruct them to be more attentive to 
the measures of Administration, than to the 
parties which form it; and may check and' 
control that restless aversion to all govern- 
ment, so prevalent amongst them, and against 
which the best Minister is no more secure 
than the worst. 

For have we not sometimes seen, when, 
after a long and laborious struggle, they have 
at kngth placed their favourite pilot at the 
helm ; that, before they have suffered him to 
hold the rudder for one voyage, they have 
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PREFACE. XY 

been as riolent in their efforts of removing 
him, as they have been in raising him to 
it? 



I think it necessary to observe, that I havt 
not published the Diary quite entire, as it 
would be no entertainment to the reader to 
be informed who daily dined with his Lord- 
ship, or whom he met at the tables of other 
people. 

Such and some other trivial particulars I 
have omitted ; but I have been careful not to 
alter any part of the original writing, for 
though some obscurities darken a few pas- 
sages (which, indeed, might naturally be ex- 
pected from his Lordship*s circumstantial 
manner of reciting long conversations), yet 
I have not presumed to give them my expla- 
nation, being of opinion that the reader has 
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xvi PREFACE, 

an equal right with myself, to put his own 
construction upon them. 

Some trifling anecdotes, however, may still 
appear in the present volume, such as the 
disputes of the Dorset family; the Bridge- 
water, and other elections, &c. but these are 
so interwoven and connected with the general 
matter, and so often referred to, that I could 
not, with propriety, reject them, lest the 
whole might, otherwise, seem embarrassed 
and unintelligible. 
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xN the beginning of this year, I was §riev- 1749. 
ously ajfflicted with the first fit of the gout, 
which, with 9 fall that strained one leg and 
woiinded the other, confined me to nay chanci- 
ber near three mimths. 

During my illness, several kind expressions Mae. »• 
froUft the Prince towards me, were reported 
to me, and on the 8th of March,, his Royal 
Highness ordered the Earl of Middlesex, his 
Master of the Horse, to send Mr. Ralph (whom 
he had often talked to about me) with a mes- 
sage from his Royal Highness^ to offer me 
the ftill return of his fsivour, and to put the 
principal direction of his affairs into my 
jhands. 

3 
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1149. I told Mr. Ralphs that I desired the two 
' following days to consider of it ; and that he 
should have my answer at twelve o'clock, on 
Saturday the 11th instant. 

11. This day in the morning I wrote to Mr. 
Pelhami desiring him, as I was not able to 
go out, (to wait upon the King, and in my 
name humbly to resign, into his Majesty's 
hands, my office of Treasurer of the Navy. 

The same day I gave Mr. Ralph toy an- 
swer in writing to the Prince's gracious mes- 
sage, to be delivered to the Earl of Middlesex, 
taking his honour that he would lay it before 
his Royal Highness ; which Mr. Ralph per- 
formed, as did also his Lordship. 

The same morning, I received a very civil 
letter from Mr. Pelham, testifying his con- 
cei-n and surprise at my resolution, and de- 
siring that he might see me, before he de- 
livered my message to the King, and ac- 
quainting me, that he would come to me 
on Monday the 13th in the morning, before 
he went to court, being then just goin^ into 
the country. 
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^ This day early in the mornings ^ Mr. Pel- i''*^* 
ham made me a ,long visit with muth oivU^ 
ity ; he seemed to wish much that this affs^ir 
might go no farther. I told him that I saw 
the country in so dangerous a condition, and 
found mysdf so incapable to contribute to. its 
relief and so unwelcome to.att^npt it,, that X 
thought it misbecame me any longer! to re-, 
ceive great emoluments from a country, whose 
service I could not, and if I could, I should 
not be suffered to promote: so I begged him 
to execiite my commission* to the King ; ' and 
then- we parted. 

He came to me again, about eleven o'clock, 
to let me know that the King accepted my 
resignation very graciously, but expected 
that I would continue to act, till he could fix 
upon a proper successor. I did so, and was 
continued in the ofBce till the 3d of May. 

The Prince was extremely kind to me, and July 16- 
ofteaoi admitted me to the honour of supping 
with him and the Princess. But on Saturday 
the 15th of July, going to Carleton House, to 
make my compliments before I went to East- 
bury, he ordered me to sup with him, and in- 
B 2 
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ili^. rited me to spei^ the day with hiio/ at iCew, 
^^ ^^" oa the following Tuesday, being the ISth, 
waRtingy as he was pleased to say, to talk to 
me about business. 

J 8. This day I arrived at Kew about eleven^ 
o'dock. The Prince received me most kindly, 
and told me he desired me to come into h«9 
»rvioe upon any terms, and by ^Jay title I 
pleased : tbat he meant to put the principal 
direc^on of his affairs into my hands : and 
what he cciuld not do for me in his pre^nt 
situation, must be made up to me in futurity. 
All this in a manner so noble and frank, and 
with expressions so full of afiection and re- 
gard, that I ought not to remember them^ 
but as a debt, and to perpetuate my gra-> 
titude. This passed before dinner. 

■ • 
After dinner, he took me into a private 
room, and of himself began to say, that he 
thought I might as well be called Treasurer 
of the Chambers, as any other name: that 
the Earl of Scarborough, his Treasurer, might 
take it ill, if I stood upon the. establishment 
with higher appointnients than he did : that 
bis Roy$d Higfaness's destination was, that I 
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should Imve 2000/* per arm. That he thought i74o; 
it best to put me upoa the establishmeot at *'*'"'^^** 
the highest salary^ only^ and that he would 
pay me the rest himself. I humbly desired^ 
that I might stand upon the establishment 
without any salary^ and that I would tdce 
what he now designed for me, when he^should 
be King^ but nothing before. He said, that 
it became me to make him that of&r^ but it 
did not become him to accept it, consistent 
with his^ reputation, and therefore it must 
be in present. He then inunediately added, 
that we must settle what was to happen in 
reversion, and said, that he thought a Peet'* 
age with the management of the House of 
Lords> and the Seals of Secretary of State, for 
the southern province, would be a proper 
station for me, if I approved of it. Per- 
ceiving me to be under much cojifusion at 
this unexpected offer, and at a loss how tQ 
express myself; he stopped me, and then 
said, I now promise you on the word and ho- 
nour of ^'Prince, that, as soon as I ^m« to 
the Crowq, I will give you a Peerage and the 
Seal^ of the southern; province. Upon my 
endeavoijiring )o thank him, he repeated the 
same words, and added (putting back bis 
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J ^ "^^^ 8 ^^*^0> ^^^ ^ 5^^® y^^ leave to kiss my hand 
upon it now, by way of acceptance ; which 



I did accordingly, 



He then continued to say, that he would 
provide for my friends, whom he knew I va- 
lued more than myself: that he promised 
Mr. Fumese, the Treasury: Sir Francis Dash- 
wood, the Treasury of the Navy, or Cofferer: 
Mr. Henley, Solicitor General, and gave me 
leave to tell them so, adding, that he would 
confirm it to them himself Lord Talbot I 
was to settle with, when I saw him in Dor- 
setshire. We agreed, that he should send for 
me to Cliefden, when he was settled there, 
where the warrant should be ordered, &c. &c. 

Upon the conversation before dinner, I 
had taken the opportunity to beg the Prin- 
cesses protection, who answered me in the 
most obliging manner. 

jg I saw Mr; Fumese and Mr. Ralph at Ham- 

mersmith, to whom I related all that had 
passed, and promised Mr. Ralph, that he 
should be my Secretary, if I lived to have 
the Seals. 
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Went to Eastbury. i^*^. 

July 20. 

Lord Talbot came over to me at Eastbury. 23. 
I acquainted him with this whole transaction; 
he promised to support me to the utmost^ and 
to do the Prince all possible service: but 
would accept no reversion. 

Sir Francis Dashwood and his Lady came is. 
to Eastbury. I informed him also of all 
that had passed. He received^ with much 
pleasure^ both what related to himself and 
to me, 

Mr. Banco came to Eastbury^ whom also Aug. q. 
I acquainted with all that had passed be- 
tween the Prince and me, and offered him 
my endeavours to procure for him the rever- 
sion of the Remittances, or of the Board of 
Trade, if he had a mind to leave the city. 
He received my narrative with much plea- 
sure, and my offers with great kindness and 
affection ; protesting that he had no wish, 
but to remain always my faithful friend and 
servant, and desired, nor would have, nothing. 
But upon my pressing him, he said, that if 
it must be so, he should choose the Remit* 
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174-9. tances, and to have the secret and govem* 
ment of the Bank» as ivhat he thought, would 

' render him most useful to his friends^ to 
whieh I agreed^ aiid proonised ,to undertake 
the affair with the Prince, 

Sept. 7. I received the Prince's commands, by tfce 
Earl of Egmont, to attend him at Cliefden. 

^* Lord Shaftesbury came this morning; I 

opened part of the Prince's scheme to him, 
he seemed pleased and willing to assist ; and 
thought he could answer for Lord Foley, and 
promised to try him» 

H- Returned to Gunnersbury. 

12, IS. Saw Mr. Ralph, and talked with him about 
Lord Egmont's acquainting Cary with the 
whole transactien between him and me. 

1 *• Went from Gunnersbury to Cliefden. Well 
received by all the £unily. Th^e wei^ be^ 
side^ the Earl of Bute and Lord Chief Justice 
Waies. 

15. Dined with their Royal Highnesses at Taxk 
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Haoe. Lord Chief Justice went from thence «7id. 
^ -• , Sept. i5. 

toHemey. 

Orders to. Mr. Drax, by Lord Egmont^ to *^' 
make out my warrant. Received an account 
that Lord Cobham died on Wednesday the 
ISth. 

The Prince and Lord Egmont went to n. 
Town from Cliefden. The Princess to Kew, 
They returned thither about nine. I met 
them at ten. Lord Bathurst came to Clief- 
den in the momingy and from thence to 
Kew. 

Sr Willmm Stanhope cbme to Cliefden. 21, 

At Ashley. Sent ah ode to the Princess, 23* 
with a letter, by her command. 

Received an answer from the Princess. ^4. 

Heard the news of the death of Sir Watkin 29. 
Williams, by a fall from his horse. 

Kissed the Prince's and Princess's hands^ Oct. 1. 
as Treasurer of the Chambers. Supped with 
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.1749. their Royal Highnesses and Madame de 
Mirepoix, the French Ambassadress. The 
Prince pretty eager about opposition. 

2. Kissed the Eang's hand at Kensington. 
Was civilly rejceived. Wrote to Lady Mid- 
dlesex about what passed last night. Sent a 
servant to the Grange with a letter to Mr. 
Henley, and wrote to Mr. Waller. 

3. Set out from London. Met an answer 
from Mr. Henley ^ not so full as I expected. 
Lay at Sutton, and arrived at Eastbury the 
following day. 

6. Mr. Drax came to Eastbury; he says. 
Lady Middlesex is cunning and silly, and 
warns me against her. 

7. Went to Lord Shaftesbury's, and left him 
very well disposed; found Genial Chol- 
mondley there — at my return found Mr. 
Henley, showed him Lord Eginonf s letter, 
and my answer, and the heads which I de^ 
signed from the Prince. He seemed to ap- 
prove, and promised to promote every thing 
according to my system. 
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Mr. Henley went away. •' w. 

Arrived at Hammersmith. • 12. 



Sent a memorial with a letter to the Prince 13. 
— ^waited on their Royal Highnesses. They 
iay at Kew, and ordered me to attend them 
the next day. 

Came to Kew at two. Walked with the ^^ 
Princess alone till four. Dined and supped 
there. Lords Incjiiquin and Bute, Ladies 
Middlesex and Howe, Mr. Breton and L 

At Leicester House. . The.Grenvilles prei* ^^^ 
sented for the title of Temple. . Supped at 
Carleton House — ^Their Royal Highnesses, 
Ladies Middlesex, Howe, Madame de Mire- 
poix; Lords Bute and North. 

Went to Cliefden with their Royal High- ^^• 
nesses. Lords Inchiquin and Bathurst met 
us. The Princess talked to me about Lord 
North for a governor to Prince George, which 
J approved of. 

We all. went to Oubom Fair; Prince 20. 
George in our coach. 
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1749. The Princess talked much to me aboat the 
^'•'^'^•EarlofGraiivUle. 

i 

28, We left Cliefden-^ dined and supped at 

Kewy and Mt the children there. W^ came 
to Town abovf one. 

30. King's birth-day kept. I was at St. James's : 

then at Carleton House: went to dine with 
Sir Samuel Pennant, Lord Mayor, by Ihe 
Prince's command. Nobody at the f^ast b&> 
tween the Lord Chancellor and me. 



Nov. 4. Dined and supped at Kew. The Prince 
read to me an answer to my memorial written 
with his own hand. The diilerence in opinion 
between us is not considerable. The piece h 
astonishin^y well drawn. 

12- I dined at Carleton House. The company, 

only the Prince^ the Earl of £gmoht,'and T)r. 
Lee. Our business, the immediate steps to 
be taken upon the demise of the King, more 
particularly with relation to the Civil List. 
His Royal Highness said, he. had had t|tree 
methods proposed to him : the first was to let 
the present Ministers settle it^ and then part 
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with them and. tike. Paiiiament: the iMCiiAd 1740. 
was, to dismisH four or five: of the pruici|i&ls^ 
but to vote the Civil List before the Parlia- 
toeht was disserved r the third: (whi6h he was 
pieoMd to faifT^ be tboiught was my opinibn)^ 
'wasrto dismisB the Parliament iihmediateiyVte 
tva ^ those but whom .he did not design to 
Qontivnej aiul to^hroSv himself upon l^e ibn» 
tej^ for a new Fariibmenii, and a provisioti foir 
httofldfand'&inilj/ ^hich he<4esired should 
be jonl«r a blear dlmuity of .800^000/. giving 
back the duties to the public, with whatetier 
surplus might attend it. The first proposi* 
lion bis Royal Highness put out of the^des- 
tiK^n:; ;4heiedond fiiad third, be de^red thathd 
might be fully satisfied itpon, fiHDm a fiill ani« 
sideration ; because what was there deter- 
piified,: he would unalterably stand by, when 
tonuiiuiuc^ted, awl agreed to by the EaH of 
Cariblei I^rd Baltimore, i and Lord Chief 
Justice Wflle$; It 'was. disoussed, JUid we 
were idl, kt laist, of opinion, that the ihtrd 
{rtlo^^osition was the greatest, most popular, 
and the best. His Rt^yal Highness came 
heartily intb it, gave us his hand, and made 
us take hande with each other to stand by, 
and support it. I undertook to fiod d or 
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1749. 900^000/. to: go oniwit1i> tall a new Parita- 



Nov. 12, 



ment could grant the Civil List 



u. I kissed the Dnke's hand. Saw the Eail of 
Carlisle; he was for the second proposition, 
and £6r keeping the Prince's destination of 
employments secret, because he was unwill- 
ing the Pelhams should know they ware des- 
perate with him : he did not see how the 
House of Lords could be carried on without 
the Earl of Granville. Sir Paul Methuen was 
for the. third proposition. 

14. Lord Middlesex and Mr. Ralph came iif 
the evening — much talk about bringing the 
Prince's affairs to some regulation. 

15. Dined at Carleton House — ^The Prince, 
Earls of Carlisle and Egmont, Lord Chief 
Justice Willes, Lord . Baltimore, Sir John 
Rushout, .Messrs. Gibbon, Lee, Henley,- Nu- 
gent, Sir Thomas Beetle and I. : Agreed^ not 
to oppose the Address, unless there should tte 
something very strong in it. 

19. The session of Parliament opened with a 
very modest Speech. The Address, moved 
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by Mr. Charles Town8heiHl> and seconded by i74g, 

■ ' - •r Nov 16 

Sir Danvers Osbprne, I thpnght; ^ very, unex- * ' ' 
ceptionable one, and I did not oppose k. Sir 
John Hynde Cotton did, upon the Peace not 
being complete, as is there said.: The Earl of 
jBgwontthen.made. a violent apd very injudi- 
cious $peeqh s^jK^inst the .A44i1^^3 il^hrpwing 
out every thing he could think, or had heard 
of against the Ministry. Lord Baltimore said 
but little on the same side, and so the ip^tter 
dropped, and the Address was voted. I ivent to 
the Prince before I dined, to give him an ac- 
count of what had passed : he did not seem to 
make much account of it, one way or an- 
other. 

Lady Mary Coke appeared at the King's 17. 
Bench) . and obtained leave for lawyers, all 
her relations, and the Earl of Pen^broke to 
come to her. Lord Middlesex and Mr. F,ur- 
nese came to me in the evening. Much 
serious conversation about the behaviour, in 
and out of Parliament, of the Prince's family, 
and of our situation in it. Agreed that it 
must be altered, or that I could be of no use 
there, and consequently could not stay. Earl 
of Middlesex undertook to talk to the Prince 
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1749. about it I 'was presented to the Princa^s 



Nov. 17. 



Amdia, and kissed tier htod. 



19. The Princesses birth-day; but not kept till 
Wednesday, because Queen Cardine diiid on 
the ^th. l*he Prince ordered me to signify'^ 
that he would not medldle with the Westmin^ 
ster election. 

M. Mr. Bodens informed me that Mr. Douglas, 
at Lord Robert Bertie's^ said, that I solicited 
to come into the Prince's family, agrfeeing not 
to be at the head; Dr. Lee was at the head. 

22. *The Princess's birth-day was kept. Dined 
with the following public Ministers ; Marquis 
de Mirepoix, Comte de Haslang^ Mons. le 
General Comte de Lucchesi, Mons. le G^ 
neral Wall, Mons. le Cottite de Fleming, 
Mons. le Comte de Perron, Mons. T Abb4 de 
Gt'ossa-testa ; Mess, les Chevaliers de Levy, 
de Laurency, de Tessier ; Mons. d'Andrara, 
Mons. d'Abriau, Mons.de Comte d'Eiiisiddell, 
Mons. le Baron Kraygill, Mons. de Fioren> 
Lord Tyrawley, and Mr. Breton. I went to 
Lord Middlesex, who liad been with me in the 
morning, to tell me that the Prince had sent 
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for him oti Sun(^y, that his Royal Hightiesd ^^^^ 
seemed much heated, having heard from Lord 
Baltimore, that I was in a great passion at 
what passed in Parliament last Thursday, and 
declared that I would have voted against them j 
if they had divided upon the Address.' » ■> » 
Asked if such behaviour was not intolerable;! 
Lord Middlesex assured him, that I talked it 
over to him, in the House, with great calm** 
ness and without the least passion ; that Lord 
Baltimore joined us for a little time, and 
seemed to be of our opinion; that he. Lord 
Middlesex, as well as I, thought that the Ad- 
dress should have gone without opposition^ 
and that Lord Egmont^s speech was very inju- 
dicious, &c. ; but the Prince seemed of a con-f 4 
trary opinion, and the conversation ended, by 
his directing Lord Middlesex to quiet me» I 
went, as I said before, to Lord Middlesex in 
the evening, and we had much talk. Both 
Lord and Lady Middlesex were of opinion^ 
that a party was made against me in the 
family, and that it was best to cornel to an ex- 
planation with the Prince. I supped with 
their Royal Highnesses at Carletoh House. 
Lords Bute and Inchiquih^ Ladies Middlesex 
and Howe. 

C 
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1749. Wdis.to trait on the Prinoe^ who appomted 
' iie Triday at twdve o'dock. 

Went to oounciL The King prteOBt. Ten 
thousand seamen voted. Earls of Halli&x 
and Brdce sworn Lord Lieutenants of North- 
amjitonshire and Warwickshire. 

2^' £arl of Mickllese;^ and Mr, Ralph were with 
me, to acquaint me that the printer and pub^^ 
lisberr oi the Remembrancer was taken up for 
his paper of last Saturday the 18th instant^ 
but that the messenger used them with un^ 
conmon civiHty, to^hed mrthing of their 
papers, presses, or efifects, and took their 
h words for their surrendering themselves the 

next morning. My Lord had been with the 
Prince^ who agreed to indemnify them ts to 
the expense, but was very averse,' that any 
thing shoulid be done to make him at all ap* 
pear in it, which made them y^iy uneasy. 

At half past twelve I went to Carletoh 
House, and in a quarter of an hour was calU 
ed in. Sir Thomas BoeAle was with the 
Frinoe: His Royal Highxiess took me iilito a 
window, and told me that be had.sent Midr* 
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dl^s^^ to me;, about the seizing the printer^ i749. 
^c. What was to be done ? and then, with- 
out giving me time to answer, he ran out into 
reasons why nobody that, belonged to him 
-mmst appear. I gently let him see that I 
thought otherwise, and. insinuated, whether^ 
if Mr. Ralph should be taken up, it would 
XM)t be proper that Lord A|iddlesex wd I 
should bail hiiju : he said, by no meansi mid 
therefi^e Ralph should be €»pokea to, that he 
might keep out of the way, &c» At lust he 
ordered, that he should go to my house at 
Hammersmith; with which I agre^d^ tiiinkr 
ing that the strongest mark of his protection 
that we oould desire. After much $alk about 
this and that, and some idle accounts about 
the poll at Covent Garden, be made me sit 
by ^iw, and ran iBto a loog discourse about 
the army, and then about the reduction of iur 
terest, and so let himself into a discour$e 
about the necessity of saying something upon 
those things in Parliament, tp feel pulse, and 
keep the party together, &c. all which was 
designed as an apology (instead of finding 
£Eiult) to me, for what had passed the begin- 
ning of the session — I took ^t up, upon his 
BOfentionvag ^om^thipg about talk, and.throw^ 
C2 
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T749. ing things out, to expose, &c. atid said that I 
* supposed talk might be right, but people 
should consider what talk, and if they had 
any thing to say : that perpetually throwing^ 
opt things, which one neither understood nor 
could prove, was, I thought, and always 
should think, exposing one*s self, and not the 
person aimed at : that it was for his service, to 
put little things into his power, to be verified 
beyond contradiction ; that he might certain- 
ly know, what dependence was to be had up- 
on those they came from, when they inform- 
ed him of greater matters. Therefore, I 
would furnish him with one instance ; he had 
heard I was in a great passion about the Earl 
of Egmont's behaviour upon the Address: 
luckily for me, I had never spoken tb any 
body about it, but to two persons, favourite 
servants of his Royal Highness, and particular 
friends of mine. Lords Middlesex and Balti- 
more; the latter of whom joined us as we 
were talking of it very calmly; he seemed to 
be of our opinion, and said, he had told Cot- 
ton we shoidd not divide with them : I kne\i(r 
that Lord Middlesex had told him how H 
passed, and if he would give me leave to bring 
Lord Baltimore to him,> he wovAd inform hi>s 
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Royal Highness that thfere wais riot the least ni9. 

- Nov .2A»' 

heat among any of us ^11. (I knew* Baltimore 
was the author of this dirty piece of eqn* 
ning). That by this, he might see, if he 
{ileased, what credit was to be given for the 
future to those, who brought him this piece of 
kitelligence. He thanked me, aiad was very 
gracious, and talked it off as well as he could;. 'm 

hat inid>e multiplicity of dlscbutise^ owned to 
me thait Baltimore had told him, b^t meant uo 
harm, &c. I replied, I had never seen busi-^ 
mess done in a meeting of a dozeiii,!}ike;that» 
on the fifteenth day, before the session : that 
those meetings were always declaratory, 
though in the i^ape of deliberation: that 
the first concoction was always between the 
PWnce knd three or four persons at mosti that 
I fooped to' have laid my poor opinions before 
him in that manner, with two or three only -; 
that I hoped to have found a fi-iend, there, 
especially Lord Middlesex, whom I^thoughtj 
upon* all accounts, ought to be at the first 
digestion; that tl^en wei shpuld properly -lay 
our thoughts jointly befcwre hjsi:JB<)jrai.|lig|li4 
nessi pr^ if we differed, could reasoA^ it out 
ipith cue aaother^ and he might judge w^bkh 
«dp tp ^^beire to, Bvt to combat thciofir 
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i74d. nions he adopted, separately with himj war 



Nov. 24, 



impossible: we could not, we ought not ta 
dispute with him, as we did with each other* 

He was a good deal staggered at what X 
said about . Lord Middlesex, and said, . he 
ought, tio doubt, to be of the great meet*- 
ing : I saidy of both sure^ ahd. added some* 
thing much in his favour* > I then tafld him, 
that I found very little disposition t6 friend- 
ship and cordiality with me, m those whom 
he seemed, principally to confide in, &c. He 
staid I must not wonder there was a little ishy-i 
uess atiirst, there were.sa many stories, &c. 
&c. I replied, that I hoped he did not think 
I mentioned- it by way of complaint, for if it 
were not with relation to his service, I shouM 
never think of desiring the favour and coim^ 
tehance of any one, or of .all of those gentler 
men, a^ any sort of addition to me : that» as 
he thought it for fais service, I already had 
done, thought fruitlesslyy and would conimms 
to do evqry thing, and go all the way to obtaiti 
tbeifP ^ood*will : that I begged be would ob^ 
sene^ lAiat in conseqiience of bis service and 
commands^' I would cheerfolly^ cb tbis, but 
sefMtrato from bis service and cmimBiid^ h 
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tiever eould liwie enteisd* into my iiliagma^ n4g. 

Nov fl^. 
tion to have made coiiirt to those g^dntlemesn ; 

because I never could think, nor did I believe 

a&y b^y dee wciultiy that those ^ geoden^en 

(iny.wh&t^ytff at aiijr tiflikisy oould do pae any 

iHMiQtir bj^adhoofittciig me t among them> He 

then said, that, to be sure, I was in a sitoaw 

tbn and upon a footing that I ought not to 

ms^^oourk to any man in England ; nob6dy 

^Ould exiiei!^ it .'fn^m me.^; Haring extorted 

l&is confe8flion> as d. iRnyrk. to remember t]»8 

p^rt(f(^rthe Qonverisatioa by, I left M! tli6r®t 

' This ii li Aort recapitulation of a eos^en 
t^tida 0f fuU two .hour»: >it<i^ntains afanoit 
f»Y<ery Itotd I sslid. : His JRpyal Highness tsdk^ 
ed all the rest of the time, 

lodrd MMdl^^x came to; me i£teif dither, 
to w^oot I; tfoimnuBAcaf ed the. whole ; hA WW 
much |^^«ii^aVit>4.n^ thinks tha* all wiU>gii 
wfH in timet; I tliiilk otherwise, and ti^ 
there is no prpsipeet dffdQinglany good/ <' » 

The p^ter and puULsfl^ • were sM' free 
ndtjIiQUt.bail i #Aily gming ih&t ymdi to^iai^ 
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1749. pear, if sent for by a Seoretary 6f State. I 
sent the Prince notice of it. 



,KDy.24 



^* I went to town a*d polled for Sir Oeot^ 
Vandepnt ^ met with a great crowd, but much 
civility. Returned to HamnMrsmith before 
fire. 

28, Proposition in Parliament * to reduce all the 

foarj&^r cents, to three and a haK per cent, for 
seven years certain, and then to ^xtee per cent. 
redeemable as before; continuing them for 
one year (which some of them were entitled 
to for notice) at fourp^ cent. A debate, and 
different propositions to me Unintelligible (I 
am sure injudii^ious), by the Earl of Egmont . 
and others. 

Dbc.1. Mr. Cooke came to know of me what - 
assistance from the Prince might' be relied 
upon, toward carrying the Westminster elec- 
tion to a scrutiny. I promised to lay the 
afifair b^ore his Royal Highness; 

7. I introduced Mr. Cooke to the Prince, who 

assur^ed him the election should be supported. 
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WeattoCcmrt. 174^. 

Dec. 3. 

Land tax at three shillings in the pound ^ 
Tirtedtih the Comn^ittee ^mueh babbling. 

Dr. Sharpe brobght mt a map a:nd a writ- ^« 
ten account of the importance of ^bva Scotfeu 
XiOrd Middlesex^ Messrs; Ralphs Furnese, and 
the Doctor came in the evening, about bring- 
ing a question into Parliament, to ddSeat any 
ciaim, which (as is reported) the French have 
jnade to it.-^Nothing determined. Supped at 
Carleton House, Ladies Middlesex and Howe, 
Lords Inchiquia and Bute, and L 

* 

Received ai letterfrom Mr* Edward Walpole 8. 
about the PHivoe's colisent to' his purchasing 
a crown lease in Lancashire, which I laid be^ 
fore his Royal Higbneiss, and received his com- 
mands. Westminster poll closed. Scrutiny 
gniated, and to begin the 26tli instant. 

I went to Mr. Walpole, and told him from 9. 
the Prince, that his Royal Highness had great 
good-will for him personally; no objection to 
his conduct, thought him a good i^rvant olf 
the King's, and doubted not, but that he 
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1749. would serve him as well, when he shonld be 

Dec Q 

King : that as to the things his Royal High* 
ness disliked the precedeot ; . and, besida tliat, 
he b£^d manures to keep^.aad might: sittgieot 
himself to the suspicion of haying underhand 
dealings .with. the Cpurt> by too^easy €hm- 
p^i^n,ces wUfai reqi|Q$ts of this nature, which 
iva^ nothing less than giving away, by way df 
act of Parliamenti so much of bis iaberitince: 
that tb^refpkve be dsesired a little tkiiei:i|iid Mv. 
.W^lpole should have his fina^ aaiiter bcJEbkre 
tk^ term for. bringing in priva4ie bills eKpived. 
Mr. Walpole confessed the fact to beia^ diJb 
Prince had ^ated it, and afsuDed.iiie,'thathb 
had no thoughts of attempting it, if his Royai 
'Hi^bn/i^st refused his consent : that .Mr« Pel- 
h^fn w^s agaitist it on that aoediint, but,<iin> 
p^tuned by him, declared Ithat he covldiiot 
x^fuse hi^ father's; son, but neivtet would be folr 
another, of the same sort} and should move 
the King even in this, with much reluctaoce. 
This Mr. Walpole desired I would acquaint 
^0 Pri»cfe,with. ^' . i' ' ' * 

13. r ' Went to Leicester House, dditeredMr. WaJ- 
p^ole's answer to the Prince, who seeaaed iri a 
disposition, to grant his conseltt in proper^ tinu^. 
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Mr^ Cdiy dined with iig> ^fe9srs;!Funie8e '*^* 
ahd Ralph and Lord Tatbot came m the 
afternodn. Much talk Hbbnt the Teport oajr-^ * 
ried to the Prince, that Cary saw the Duke 
piivatelf ; suppose to c6me 'from Rakiby the 
chirurgeon. Agreed that it must be brought 
to a full eclaircissement. 

At Leicester Home^ heard that (lle'£arl df * 24. 
Crawford died that morning. 

Went to Kew. Theif Royal Hi^hHesgfts: 20. 
Ladies Middlesex and Howe: Lords Bute, 
Indhiquin ^d 'Bathufst^^ Messrs/ Mash^, 
BtidtoD^ and I: Llidy M^dleisex cbinplfluitiei 
(Df;thePHnbey> •/>• - 

At Kew. Mr. Bludworth came. Lady 28. 
Middbsek and I staid • i6>g^^eti dfter' the 
compiinyi till half^i^ast. two, upoft frKe sainiS 
subject. ^ ' • '• ' 

Lady M^iADesex cWiVefded with m^'^an 29. 
h6ut upoti the same subject, after the cotti-^ 
pany went to bed. ' ' . i.. 

Received' the Prihce*s commands i^ "ac- }'^^^ 

Jan. 3. 
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1750. quaint Mr. Walpole, that he consented to his 
bill about Garstang in Lancisfaire, which I 
• communicated by letter to Mr. Walpole- 

^- The Earl of Pembroke died this, day sud^ 

denly. 

1 1. Went to Leicester House, to see Jane Grey 

act^ by jChe Princess children. 

^5. Mr. Walpole's petition read, and a bill or* 
dered to be brought in. 

^^- ,1 At thri House. In the committee oh the 
mutiay bill. I opficteed the filling up the 
clause that punishes mutiny and desertion 
with the word. Death — but was not supported. 

^^- iD^bui^ in the committee upon the mutiny 
'bill. - -Oath of secrecy subjected to the requi-» 
sition of the Courts of Justice. 

20. The Prince's birtMay. The «ame Mi- 
nsters and foreigners dined lyith me, a$ on 
the Princess's birth-day. 

-^^♦. .., Supped at Lord Middlesex's^ Vfhexe I viet 
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the Pnnce and Princess^ Lady Torrington, J'^^o* 
Earl of Inchiqain, Lord Bathurst^ Mr. Breton^ 
Lady Shannon, Miss Rich^ and Mr« Masham^ 

Debate upon the revision of sentences by a ^^« 
court martial : carried, that they be sent b^ck 
by the Commander in Chief— oiwe only. 

Went to the House. Deba^te upon a turn* 29. 
pike bill espoused by the Duke of Bedford* 
Fullest house smd grtetest division of any day 
^f the session : after which the House tbinu^d^ 

Lord Middlesex, by the Prince's order, Feb. 4. 
showed me a moticm to be made the next 
day, for an account of the state of the port of 
Dunkirk, and the papers that had passed on 
that subjects It was agreed^ that I should 
wait on the Prince the next day* 

I waited upon bis Royd Highneto, and told ^• 
him that I was come to thank him for com^ 
municating the motion to me, which was 
more than any of my fellow'^servants had con^ 
descended to do, since I came into bis service. 
He itiade me a very embarrassed and per* 
plexed answer. I then proceeded to say^ that 
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1750. X bad not been idle,, bnl hsd bean looking in^ 
to several things* in order to form aomething 
proper to be laid before Parlisuneal. That I 
had long had this particular point of Dun- 
kirk ttnder consideration : was determined to 
be at the expense to know> and to procure 
evidence of the present rtate ef it^ but my ac^ 
quaintance lay so much out of the mercantile 
way, that I was at a loss how to g^ about it ; 
that I had pitched upcHi Mn Sheriff Jansen* be* 
ing a trader himself, and much cottTersant it 
tra^^ as a proper person to inform and assist 
me : that the great fit of sickness he fell into 
bad, till now, disabled him from going out, 
and that yesterday was the first time I could 
get him to dinner. That I supposed, that^ 
though I was so unfortunate as not to be 
ready, his Royal Highness was well informed 
of all things necessary to make out the charge, 
&c. He said. No; but the throwing it out, 
would make the Ministry &el they had la 
corde au col, and it was an opportunity to 
abuse them, &c. I said that my idea. had 
been, to bring something of national weighty 
which I could fix by undeniable evidends 
upon them, and leave it there. That if I 
could have broogbt this affair up to that 
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p^iiit, then I hid desigiked to'lay itbetfore ^f^^P- 
hi» Royal Highnisssy with this only remark^ 
how &r he thought proper to venture the 
consequences with France, in the present coh« 
dition of this country. He said, the Tories 
wanted something to be done, and if he did 
not do something, they immediately thought 
he was negociating. I told him also, that I 
had been, for some time, getting such lights 
as I could into the affair of Nova Scotia, that 
I designed to lay it before him, when I had 
brought it to be worthy of bis consideration ; 
but it was my misfortune to think, that it was 
necessary to be armed with full proofs and 
conviction of every sort of the charge, before 
we brought it into the House. Upon that 
foot I submitted, that, in case upon this ques- 
tion of Dunkirk, it should come out, that the 
port was left just in the same condition it re- 
mained, under the treaty of Utrecht, without 
any innovation since the war (the Ministry 
not having already enforced a stricter execu- 
tion of that treaty, than ever had been en- 
forced), it would not, I feared, make a very 
strong point against them. He was pleased 
to say. No, to be sure, so long an acquiescence 
would greatly diminish the objection. Upon 
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1756. these words I left him, and went directly to 
the House. In the debate, I argued against 
the inexpediency and dangers (which were 
the objections, set up by the Court, to grant- 
ing these papers), that there could be noncy be-- 
cause if it appeared that there had been no 
innovations since the war, and that the po^ 
was in the state it had remained under the 
treaty of Utrecht — though I did not give it 
up, but still did insist we had a right to a 
fuller execution of that treaty confirmed by 
this, and therefore 1 did not give it up. Yet, 
if that appeared to be the case, no danger or 
. inconveniency could arise from the motion, 
because I was sure that I, for one, would not, 
and I believed that no gentleman, upon that 
account, would move any thing, tliat might 
occasion a rupture with FrariCe. 

At the end of the debate^ Lord Egmout, 
who made the motion, recapitulated what had 
been said against it* He began, by going out 
of his way, to say, that he must first declare, 
that he was sorry to differ with me; but did 
not agree, that it would be sufiicient to excuse 
the Ministry, if it should appear, as I had 
stated it, that things remained at Dunkirk, as 
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liiey were left before the war, &c. kc. t I750.. 
Draft hmch surprised at thi9> ^onsideHng the 
ex^rei^ftKkis o^ his Royal Highness a few hours 
beiore; ^Ve w^re beat by a very gt^at m^jo^- 
ity. *; This night wasptMished' the vilest and* 
BCKxst itmcoroHs pamphlet against ^m^ \ 

believe, any ^ age or cwntty can' shotr; ^ 
author ^f it taking; by'itti|)ltcAtioh,^ <l!he eba^^ 
racter of l^eiiifg in the Prihee's «eryW." •' .' 

• Went to Lord Middleset with the wdtds c. 
(ae near ^s I conld recollect) writteft doVii; 
vrhich I had used in the debate^ aSad which he' 
hi|d heard.- He aigreed to them: I thieh de- 
sired him to lay them 'before the Prinfefe (who' 
wfite'at Kew> and was to come tti see li^y 
Middlesex on her naiscarfiage), and-iii iny 
nfetme4;o eomplain/bbth of the paniphlet, and 
of the behaviour I rtiet with— which hfe un- 
d^ddk. Mr. lialph and Dr. Shar^e^ dame 
after- diniier ; ' mucih^ cckivcfrsation about Ae 
pimpM^t, wliidh I^nt Middresex' tbld'nie h^ 
the nitft^ing, ihePrince had t6ld Lady Mid^ 
dlesex (b^forehe went^ to BLcfw) \<^as sent fiitti' 
ina letter: on 'Fiidjay ni^t : thistt' he w4s«muelif 
incensed atit^ that'he hadUnlmed^tely &^i 
to Mr. Nugent, examined him upbn^vt, and 

D 
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r^% He ba4 ab9plu«ely clfmied it with. detettatiOQ 
' ' ^fid i^lM>iTeQ06; that be had questioned the 
{IatI pf "Eiffnont iipoa it, who had doQ^ tlie 
SEKUft' . Mr. Fiime^e came^ who had hftd 
^^ con^ef^ion with Lord Baltimore of jbis 
(LpX!d,B9ltiBioi«i'i») own seeking whrain wum^ 
and omewedjwheii flober; in which that tofd 
deditm4 that thev^.was a combination of tbt 
whole famtty against me; that they were, as 
he said, in a round Robin; that I endeavoured 
togpverq and supplaost them, that tbej. talked 
of me mt\k the utipo^t, inr^teracj : that he 
iff^ ja^y: friefl<4* W, however, . be would koefr 
his. QoniieK^ows^ ^o. We sent Dr^ Sharpe 
lm^» to fikfiy till the Priiice went awi^.: who 
Betemed ^nd brought nsjthat very ^qountt 
which: b^mstakel, haye set down befone, m 
giiTen ito tne ;by LordMid41ese;8; i9..tb@m€ran 
ing.; f«ho tbw iflfprmed me tha)t ^, Pjrince 
bad^bad the pamphlet sent bjwi .y} a Iett6r thft 
Frld^ b€^??> wid w<qLS, much inc;enfifMl »t iJU 
IiOrd.MWdlesex agjreed I i^hftldd. ««», th^ 
Priwe as|ooi>.,as might be, ^fter Jl bfld.peeji 
him; in the mprmng» , The Prinoc^ as' iweH to 
woi inspected that the pamphlet ;Qiigbti itome 
from ibe Cowtr in. orcter to f^oteiil; and mn 
crease divisions, . 
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*' Wetit fo^ L^iiester House, after Lord Mid* nso. 
fflfesek feiid been with me, who confirmed last * ^* 
xA^Ws^ctonr^i inih the additioh that Lord 
Egiiioh< offered his ehdeait^urs to find out iM 
jftltttlid^i' &fa &C.5 that the Prince was sorry 
fe^ What had happt^nedln the Honse, but ail 
•LdMfigftitiiJt h^'difi^red^om »)le with ch^ 
ftjj^, h^did riot seem to lay ihuch stress upon 
it. It being late and public day, I sent in a 
note to the Prince, to know when he would 
hdrioui' mte witfr aii< hottt's conversation— he 
^ppoihte^ft di<e the n^ext d|cy, at seven o'clock, 
ali^C^eton Hous^ Mr. Herbert presented 
as Lord Lieutenant of Wihshire. 

i'Sawf Mr; Halph and KTr. Ftamese; asked $. 
I3l^' latter, if in^chat^tilgi the combination of 
&6' fdmfly'dgaihift mb,^I might put it iri^ 
|A^f, 4Fbttifk\m bonvei^ion between hjm and 
lidlrd- latdltimore ; but I could ndt perauade 
hiiA to asf^fc W'iii I sent Mr. Rgilph to; 
liord' Mtddliesexi- tt> know if I might take 
notice to the l^riilcd, of a circumstance Whi^h 
Mte t6ld me yesterday Hiioming, arid which T 
hiftie emifetdy which w^s, that the Prince had 
dlt>pp6d, that iLord Baltimore had had a; con^ 
versktion with Mr. Fumese, who was v^ly 
D2 
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.1750. #ann. He sent me word, that he thought 
Feb 8 

it Would be improper. At six o'clock the 

Prince sent ine word* fhat he was just re* 

tu!rned froth Kew^ and found that the Princess 

had appointed Comte Flemming and his Lady 

to be at Carleton HdUse at seven, and there* 

fore feltred he should not have time to dine 

and see me; but desired I would, come the 

nost day at seven. 

N. B. Just upon one a'dock this day, two 
yery great and very distinct; shoclcs of an 
earthquake were felt in Pall MalU at the di- 
stance of some seconds. 

9. Went to the Houte: Mr. EdwardvWal- 

pole's Bill passed without opposition. After 
dinner went to Carleton House; just as I 
tame thither, I was followed in by Dr. Lee, 
who brought. old Coram. with proposition^ Ibr 
a vagabond hospital. I was told thiufc the 
Prince had asked for me several times ;; I was 
immiediately called ; in : I _ told the; Prince, 
that Dr. Lee was in the house, and thatlKlid 
not wish to make him wait: he pretended, 
that he had forgot he had been Ic^g ap* 
pointed to bring Coram on that day, but that 
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he would go out to him, and that they were. n50; 
to go up to the Princess. I saw that his. 
Royal Highness had «ent for htm on purpose,- 
and' therefore said, that I had nothing to say 
to him/ hut what I should he. glad that Dr. 
Lee should hear. • He went^out to them, land 
after a short stay sent them up. He.returned 
and began to talk about the earthquake, m 

.which conversation I continued a little, when 
I asked, if the Doctor was to come down — he 
said. Yes. When the doctor came, I sufferod 
the discourse to continue general, to see if he 
meant only to give the Doctor the opportu- 
nity of making a civil visit. But, at last, 
his Royal Highness applying to me, said, he 
thought I. had something to say to him : this, 
by the Ddctor*s not moving, made it plain;, 
and therefore I began by saying, that I should, 
not have presumed to ask that favour, yet it 
was a very particular pleasuiie to me^ that he- 
was so good as to admit Dr« Lee to be present, 
and to hear what I had to lay before his 
Royal Highness. That I must, in the first 
place, return my most humble thinks for this 
indignation he had expressed against the vile . 
and rancorous pamphlet wliich had been pub- 
lished against me, &c. He said that, as-soon^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 



1750. as it was sent to him, he saw that it was de- 
Feb 9 

signed to personate Mr, Nugent — that he in^ 

mediately sent for him, who denied every 
part of it with the utmost abhonrenpe — ths^t 
Lord Egmont did the same^ &c.*— just a» 
Lord Middlesex related, I r^{^ed| that I 
had never thought so baaely of cither of them 
^ as to suspect them : that if I had been so in^ 

jurious to either, yet, after so soleinn a denis^^ 
before the highest tribunalt their ma^er^ their 
Prince, near being their Kmg> etery trace, or 
thoiight of siich a suspicion must he for ever 
entirely laid out c^ the question: buttl>atit 
was evident that the cho^rapter asEurped> was 
of one of the family. Dr- Lee said, be had 
, never heard of it, till last Wednes(l^y, ^.nd, as^ 
he detested all things of that natur^^ ha^ not 
3ret seen it, and believe he nev^r should 
The Prince said, every bo^y was infamously 
abhsed: he and his father had I?.e^n c^i^h so: 
that it would do me no hurt» ^c I tf^di 
him that I was very unfortnlpatp, if } e^- 
plaibed myself so ill, se tabe thought to '^mir 
plain 6f the |iam|iWet further than a^ it in- 
jured his service ; th^t I' had hitherto, I 
thought, nientioned it only as a ground to 
return him my most humble thanks, for his 
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generous iiiieiposition^ without being applied Ji750. 
to: but that I now begged 
fdain and evident use of it. 



to: but that I now begged to make another ^^' ^* 



That though it was now beyond question, 
Itiat this libel did not proceed from any of his 
^^uDiily^ yet, it was as much beyond question, 
that the behaviour of many of his family had 
given the author ground to suppose, that the 
assumed character might pass for the real 
one ; and that it was evidently meant, to fit 
the charge of my intrusion into the family, 
and their detestation of me, to create dif- 
ferences if there were none, and to publish 
and inflame them if there were. That to this 
fact, thus plainly proved by the pamphlet, 
I would add another, which I thought very 
unfortunate to myself. That I knew how 
disagreeable it was, to bring gentlemen head 
to head, and that I foresaw, his Royal High- 
ness would not like to admit it. But that I 
could prove (though now I chose to do it by 
reason only, and collateral facts) that there 
was, I did not know what to call it, an opi- 
nion, a resolution among the gentlemen his 
servants and followers (excepting Dr. Lee, 
whom they nominally excepted) to look upon 
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1750. me as an improper and unprofitable servBxit^ 
^^* ^' and would not unite or communicate with 
me. That I knew this to betrue^ andjodked 
upon it as a great misfortune to me ; because^ 
though it did not. become me to say before 
his Royal Highness how I came into his far 
naily* yc' I certainly embraced^ with the ut- 
most pleasure^ the opportunity of belonging, 
as a servant) to a Prince^ whom of all maur 
kind I should have wished, to have passed my 
life with, if his misfortune and the .misfor- 
tune of the public had placed him in a private 
station. That the disappointment of so flat- 
tering a view was the more sensible, because 
I was sure, it must arise from some fault, an(| 
that no small fault ; because, aftj^r^what had 
so lately passed at the other end of tbe Mali 
(St James's) and the lively sense his Royal 
Highness had expressed of it, I could not^ 
and did not imagine, that any man, or body 
of men, would be hardy enough to combine, 
tf> prescribe to him whom he should employ, 
€o what degree, or in what manner. This, as I 
knew it would, fired him, ai^d though till this 
he had kept the most profound silence, he now 
interrupted me, and said, nobody should pre- 
tend to do that> by him ; that he allowed^ 
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same^Unes^ one^ and sometimes another, to i75o« 
lay their opinions before him, but nobody ^^** ^• 
presumed to direct him, and appealed to Dr. 
JLee, if any one treated him in that manner, 
(&c. &c. , I replied that I had said so, and un- 
derstood it. so, and that made this treatment 
the more sensible, because I was sure it must 
proceed. from some fault of mine, which I 
begged to be acquainted with, for it plainly 
appeared that the dislike to me was real. 

. That I must now proceed to another thing, 
>vhich I once thcmght a most certain fact, but 
which I had since found was grounded on a 
mistake; that I was about to say, that his 
Royal . Highness a little contributed to lead 
me into that mistake, by telling me, when he 
was miost graciously pleased to command my 
services, that all his family, as well as himself^ 
were desirous of it. That I had heard the 
same, indeed, on all hands, and some of the 
most considerable had themselves, long, often, 
and with great zeal assured me of their warm- 
est ; desires, and had even taken credit to 
themselves, for having earnestly pressed his 
Royal Highness to call me to that honour^ 
which they now thought me so unworthy of. 
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175a That, therefore, I begged they might be 
***^* asked, fairly and openly, what was the reason 
of so total an alteration, as well as so sudden 
a one : for I had thought, that I perceived a 
difference, even before we came to town» tho 
last time from Cliefden. That, as to arro« 
gance and sufficiency, and design to govern 
his Royal Highness and them, which I sup* 
posed had been plentifully inculcated; I 
begged (and I was glad to do it before the 
Doctor) he would be pleased to declare first 
SIS to himself, if I had fatigued him "with au- 
diences, or had laid hold of the many otiler 
opportunities I had, to obtrude my owti 
thoughts upon him, or to know his j to com- 
plain to him, that he did not communicate 
what he was doing to me, and take my opi- 
nions, or to presume to expostulate with him, 
or blame what he had done for not communi- 
cating with me. He said. No indeed, but 
twice, as he remembered — once, was about a 
paper I had drawn to lay before him, and the 
other time, when the printer of the Remem-^ 
brancer was takeii up. I put him in mind, 
that at that time, I mentioned to him the al- 
teration I observed in his servants, which was 
so long ago as last November. I then asked 
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if, in the many leisure hours of private life, X 2750. 
had ever spoken ill of any one of them^ or so ** ^* 
inu^h as complained, or endeavoured to Leiasei^ 
or depreciate them or their performanoes. 
He said, No : but to be sure I did not express 
any partiality to schemes which I did not iap-* 
prove of— (but he did not an&fvrer so fully and 
fairly upon this head, as^ the tiruth is) . I then 
i^id, I would not desire his Royal Highness to 
declare if those gentlemen had treated nue 
tirith the same fairnescH^as I was sure he 
would answ^ that to himself. As to the go^ 
yeming them, did I ever interfere with them I 
they formed their own business, their papers, 
their own mOitionB, without the least commU'* 
nication with, or complaint from me : that I 
was sorry for it, as they made me a useless 
servant to him in Parliament ; for that it was 
impossible :fbr me to go thither, and follow 
their motions at ilight and at heariiig> and 
then to be disarmed for ay pains. He 
laughed, and said, it was because they had 
nothing io communioate; they had doae 
nothing that he knew of. The mutiny blH 
was an agveed point by all, and they had bad 
nothing else. That as to the Dunkiric mch 
tion, he protested it was a thought of his own# 
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1750. that Dn Lee knew nothing of it> even Mfhcja 
he sent it to me by Lord Middlesex. I re- 
iplied, that, in a conversation, the grounds of 
which were my. misfortune inbeijig rendered, 
ttsdess toja master, whose. umnent^goodness 
and favour were my sole ambition and rdi* 
ance/ it was. impossible that I couldichange 
them -so grossly, as: to be brought, to com- 
plain or to suffer him for a single moment to 
think, that I did complain of him. That. I 
received the communication he had honoured 
me with, as a mark of his favour, virith much 
respect: that what. I spoke of was the non« 
communication, and disavowal of the rest of 
his servants, !both in the mutiny bill and oh 
another occasion. : He said, that as to punish- 
ing mutiny with death, he must own to me 
that he, as well as they, differed- from me, .and. 
had accordingly. acted last year: and thai 
Lords Carlisle and- Bathurst had differed with 
Lord Bath upon that clause ;'foriwhich. he 
appealed to Dr. Lee, who/said .he was con- 
fined by illness (as was I) from coming to the 
House. As to what happened upon the mo- 
tion, he was sorry for it, but thought it was:of 
no great importancie. I said,/ with some 
warmth, that I thought it was of the highest 
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importanoe to ' him : was it to , pass for Itis 1756: 
8eo9^9 waj^ Ae to appear in the light of :de-i ^** ^' 
clairilig,,tl)at he woiiW^, if he were now ICing^ 
or wpUld force his £iither, to b^gin a new 
broil with France, at this time, in these cir-- 
coiiistances of this country, ; because fifteen 
ftionths after such a war ended by such a 
pea;c0, France had not carried. the demolition 
of jPtunkirk, farther than it had; been, carried 
for 'thirty-two years, last past ? Was this a 
point to be maintained ? Was it a doqtriue 
^t for him to appear as the promoter of I I 
f bought it; was not 3i it was imprudent, it 
90]K^ vQOt be siQi^ported, and, aboyeal], niost 
prejudicial to Jus service, to have it thought, 
he ^^$LKe .ear Lto, sue)) rash counsels : besides,, 
^l^t J|is^:Ij^Qya| Highness' had. agreed with me, 
tbe^Wt thing he said to me that; very, mom* 
ing, fh^t in ^the above-ruveintioaed case, if it 
cane out pnly so, th? long acquiescei^ce much 
kgilened, if itHd|i4 uot take away the objection; 
I bibgged pardpn for being wami about the 
Con^quence of the, doctrine^ because, that was 
nut thieus$ I. intended to make of it; what I 
mjeaot. to e^s^blish' by it, was, to prove a 
^ett}t^ resolution in his family, that they 
wpiiJdh^ve. noticing to do with me, for when 
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mo, i^f^ p^tt . ^ii^ answered Ldfd V^gt&oktmt, cam^ 
to tbM part, h^ fyressed his Argument tixm*. 
^* If it fiihoald come out, that there i& no ifine^ 
vatioti, as I verily believe the truth iS) and 
that it is, as it was left by the treaty of 0treolM^ 
explained in }717> will any man say that it Is 
a crime in the Ministry, or a reason to qtiarrd 
with France? will any gentleman say it ? dM« 
any one say it?*' To this Iris Lordship made 
no reply in affirmation of what he had laid 
down in conitadiction to me, which proves td 
a demonstration, that he went out of his Way^ 
in concert with those in conjunction with him> 
to show the world by a public disavowttt; 
that they disclaimed all concert and connex^ 
ion with me : whether that was for his ser- 
vice, he best kheW. 1 begged to be iindwstoorf; 
that, in aUr had said, my concern was orfy 
in rdation to his service ; if he was sa<isfied^ £ 
was. I desired to govern nobody, to m^ 
plant nobody : but that I could notfofloiirhisi 
family^ in public, in whatever they plea$ed^<^ 
start; that in things I was not consulted 
about, where my advice and opinion was^ 
neither taken, nor even asked, I could not g<^ 
down and appear -to approve and suppotlT} 
that I was sorry it rendered my vertices toe* 
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lf)S9 io'.hiiiLm the House of Gbmmonst but I ^'^^o. 
cftfAdviat, i^ut myBelf' upon that footing: be 
said, to be sure it was not to be expected fvonr 
me, or to that effect. I replied, that was very 
W«lib I. was perfedtly. sbtisfied^ if he ^as. I 
thvf^ tl^lggAf tep9i&ha»dnjzMiDdy that I had nofc 
b^9^rii<ilQs ibitji kadi^ottgbt both of the 
poiofc iDf ; l>aiik]irl;0 and ktf - Nova Sootia ; and 
h^ J^vQJtossi tnta je^ral *hings> «ha|; tnigbt be 
i^tipductiire^to the public ^accounts; and had, 
^bmne aimntkago^ hinted something of it to 
I>r/La^/and told hint that I hoped for his^ 
aadsitaEite.'^ [Hms' th^^'Doctor readilj^ con- 
fini^:}! That > it might go far, and aiffect 
sskresfiL ftmtlies ;f wbethi^ his Royal Highnesar 
wdaldiJeate tqgo w^far, he wHMild be the best 
jiaA^ /QlUat) whdn I <hadv ^hoti^ht upon any; 
^^aoA in' winch; I eonld see day^light, after! 
haAic^igestediit a little, t chose to lay it b^ne^ 
airieii^kjr Wo/th the first place; if tHeit^we 
liked it, and could give it a beciy, we sA^otdif 
then lay it before his Royal Highness for his 
ap^ndNition<::if it QVtt^with that; <hen, and 
iibt<««Uithett; I slipuM'Miink^MPcomiimnk^^ 
ir<oiitliOsei Who-weffe ehiefiy to assist in thi 
eKecttitii>n«!d^ itr »^hiit*thisiiifghtbe g(nre^n-^ 
ing, fytAiJ^j^ i'kne^ ^ bkt that tl^s was ^ 
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fJb*^9 way of doing basiness which I had learnt/ 
and indeed, that I had never known' stiijr 
other practised. * 

They both laughed and said; to be sm& 
it was not governing, and was tfce only wfty' 
of transacting business. I replied, it was' the' 
only way I knew, and it might.be governing ; 
' but if it was, his Royal Highness would please 
to observe^ that I had not don^ even timt, yet: 
I then observed to him, how ektremelyhard^ 
it was for a minority, to bring any consider-^ 
able, national abuse into absolate und^iiable- 
proofj all the offices and documents being/SiL^ 
the hands of the Court ; and I desii?ed him to: 
look back through all the oppontimiis feir 
forty years past, saying, that I cduld rec<^ct; 
but one, that was brought home and SoMjj 
upon the Ministry, which was. this very poSiiti 
of Dunkirk: and, Hm his Royal -H^famiBs: 
Readily agreed to.. . ;. , :>i;iil 

This, to the best of my m^ory, wfeor^tli^ 
most, if not all the xcMidthd piart thai! ipiadsedii 
The conversation i>ecaine generpil for artune^ 
and then his Royal Highness; halted' ferr^; 
chair, and left Dr. Lee 9|id Hit to|g[9l^eK»i ii 
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,. WIm^ we were alone, I told the Doctor 1750. 
that I knew there was a combination against .t^'* ^ 
me; that I could prove it, and they knew I 
co\il4 prove it: but that since I had had an 
opportunity of explaining myself fully to his 
R^yal Highness, in the presence of so good a 
\9itDQ^ s^ biimsdf, I was entirely indifferent 
as to the event. The Doctor assured me, in 
a seeming friendly and warm manner, that he 
should always be glad to act with me, in every 
thifig * thftt might be for the service of the 
Prio^, and the ultility of the country. I 
tjiaiikedifhim properly, and desired him to 
r^Hi^HEil^r, that I had desired, and even in- ^ 

4ts(ed vith> the Prince, to declare if ever, or 
at any time, or in what, I had ever attempted 
jto govern him, or complained that I did not ; 
ad4iQg> that possibly I might have had such 
an idea, might have attempted it, might have 
mi^carriQdi and been reprimanded for it^ and 
mi^t. hayte grown wiser: bul; if I had done it 
at; all, I. should scarcely have challenged thQ 
Prince* bejfore him, to declare.it. . The xiext 
thing I begged h^m to remember was, that I 
had filUy; apprised the Prince, that in what I 
waisjtlot cdnsuked about and advised with, I 
WKrtild huve nothing to do with in Parliament, 
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^"•^- that footing, and so we parted. 

I de^si'red Mr. Ralph, whom I found at ray 
house, to go to Mr. F^mese's immediatelyt 
and from thence send to Lord Mid^esex for 
leave to wait upon him with an acccmtit oT 
this whole transaction. 

II. I saw Lord Middlesex for a moment before 
I went to court. He told rae that the Prince 
dame to hi* house directly from me on Fridaif 
hight. That he was very thoughtfol^ ai^ 
« endeavoured to shake it off, but could not; 

so that any one might see, that something lay 
heavy upon his miiid, which he could not get 
quit of. That Mr. Ralph had acquainted 
him with what had passed, and thi^ Idbft 
hight, the Prince and Princess csytne to Lisidy 
Middlesex, who had not been out sinoe li«r 
miscarriage, and staid late. That> then, it 
came all out. That according to Mr. Ralphs 
relation, the Prince i;aid but little: but ac^ 
cording to his own, his Royal Highness made 
himself a great speaker. That ha hM ctoft« 
vinced me about the mutiny bill. Thitt 1 
mentioned a combination to govern hiiti,' but 
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^w. That I did not say there w^ su<ph a *"* * ^* 

thiiig> or be i^ould not have suffered me to go 

^ : and then, what be would do to tho$e» 

0li0 fhojold p^6su99ke tf> <mter imto such a 

tWagl-r-M abort, he s^pvied to laugh it off^ 

aud itot now all thinjgs would go weU ^mu^ 

^, But he again meutioued the conversa- 

ti^Qfi between Mr. Fumese and Lord Bal^more 

^ last Tuesday. Lord Baltimore coiiti^ired to 

see him a9 s€K>n as he came from Kew^ and 

before be went to Lord Middlesex's, and :re* 

presented that conversation, as pressed upon 

him by Mr. Furnese, at my request^ and lAiat 

he had talked very high qf me> if not &sm 

me; and that I complained that ha {An 

^yal Highness) begged and pressed me to 

come itxto bis servioe,, for that he could not 

4o without mft» &c. &c. J ai^ed if I ifeiijgfit 

)«afc0;f se «f this ^erture itobAve the matter 

^s${4dHied. He said, be w«3;afraid notj» ith^ 

iii^^id in coufidence. I then asked, thatiin 

case Mr. Fumese woidd tdl hiioi the wh<de 

conversation, if he would relate it to the 

Princef liiUy andlairly, and fix the lie where 

it b^i^ed. He said, be could do that very 

well^ .by tdling the Prince, that he was mubh 

fi 2 
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1750. surprised, when he first heard him mention 
Feb. II. ijIj^j conversation, but more so, to find that he 
mentibned it again ; and therefore had con- 
trived, in talking together, to draw out of Mr. 
Furnese, the particiilar account df it, which 
he would tell him literally, and beg, that, for 
his farther satisfaction, he would send for Mr. 
Furnfese to give him an account of it, who, he 
Was' sure, was a man of hotioiif, and would 
tell him the whole truth. I went to Leicester 
house, and was very well received. Sent to 
Mr: Furnese to see him to-morrow. 

12. Mr. Furnese came: I read to him what 

passed on Friday^ and told him what Lord 
Middlesex bad heard firom the Prince again, 
about the turn which Lord Baltimore had 
given to the conversation between them;— 
which he again declared to be most false, and 
that he was ready to declare it to the Prince, 
if i&is' Boyal Highness was pleased to send for 
hiift. Intelligence from H. V. of the very 
great* dissensions between the Ministers. 

13^ * Saw Lord Middlesex. We agreed that he 
should (as indeed it was hardly to be avoided) 
take up this matter again with the Pnhce> 
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of it. That t was most gmteful for , bis gmce ^^•-^^•* 
and condescension, in giving; ibeiso.fidlifmd^ 
patiei!tt iah itidiehce — ^^that, I ^oped, I b^.notr 
liefaaved improj^ly. That upomtb^iwhole^l 
though He was my friend, yet! be thdng^t tbi^ 
Prince should, for his future: quiet, go tothe. 
bottom i of this. affair. Every one; had^theih * 

£Biult&*--I' might be .yainr-il mighliibe hi^h-r-. 
ami' yet mean . Iveiy >well ^ and bie ; .made j Fdry 
^fiieful^: He>did:not mean, to push >thitigBfftof 
extDenLities.. If h had pressied > indecen%: tipp: 
on his Royal Highnesi^ 'or into ^^is iaffwsB^ 
where T was not called 1 ' thpiigh; lit wafer true> 
thai I had not intruded into his fatnijy , yet, if 
I had talked itnpertinently and vaiiily about 
it, of being begged and prayed, and that his 
Royal ; Highness could not do without me—, 
why, it was, no heinous fault, but he thought 
I; should, be gently made. to feel the impro- 
priety of such a behaviojur, by a word from 
hife Royal Highness, or from him in his name. 
But it imported his Highness to. be sure the 
charge was true, and to giye me an oppor* 
tunity ; of justifying myself ; otherwise, the 
party ^as not equal, his Royal Highness hav^ 
ing heard but one side. If, on the contrary. 
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1750. it should torn out false i i^as it not higUj 
Frt. 15. necessary, that h^ should know, what sort at 
people he had about him? That eomreitah. 
tion, for instaqces which his Rojrai Hig;luitft| 
had twice mentioliedi and of which iiehad. 
great doubts in his inind/ was not jwrtly tepre^ 
sented to his Rojal Highiiifcs9;>w<kdd hik 
Royal Highness give him leave to tell me of 
it, ihat I might go to the bottom of it? or 
(what would be betted) would he send ibir Mr^ 
Fumese, and let him give a full account of i<^ 
without ever mentioniqg to any body, that he 
had been questioned by his Rbyal Highnesa^ 
This the Prince might keep in his own breasti 
and not let it go any farther. His (Lord Midl« 
dlesex's) intention not being to go to any ^i 
tremity, but only that his Royal HighnesB 
might kno^ the persons he employed; and 
not reject any one for a few faults, ^at migbt 
be useful ih many things ; tlor trust, • witboui 
reserve, any persoUy who> though useibl iq 
some things, and fit to be employed^ may bd 
dangerous in others^ and sh6uld 'Cautiously be 
guarded ag^iAst. That he should tell hia 
Royal Highness that I complainedj that aft6ir 
having sat down quiet under a falsehood 
virhidh Lord Egmont laid to my charge, of 
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AdKiif C^ry wJiW passed between hb Roye^l i7^o. 
Highness. ^iMine; a* Kew, wbeti he toj^fe me ^^ *'' 
into his service (which I could prove, even by 
i^r^Mmsf^, wfeo W3b^ toW it by Lord Eg- 
«8onl)rH*ftej hamg f^tquiei*^ so long todies- 
liiiiklHnpiiiliat^w,: rather t^a^ Imrt ^bat Lor^f 
or ^ccasioia an}^, the Ifla^t :id$st|biet; im the ' 
itendyi that I did not espeOt suob a return. 
fElme poiAte) Lord Mid^Uiaes:' agre^>r are 
^ghtt imd he wtU undertake them. 

' • At Leibestet House, * hut went aw^ay btfore 1 4. 
^el^rineesscaine out. Aft^ dinner, I went 
i[b>fee D}r, Le^, who received me with mitcb 
mpp9keat Qip^riess. We talked mubh ahoiit 
^hat the Prince's conduct ought to be, in 
CIS69 under their present undoubted quarrels 
ai|d disunion, either part of the Administra- 
tioa ihould apflly to him for assistance. The 
.eiiiimnBatiQn was begun by him^ and we, both, 
tugfeod ithot^ unless they would restore the 
Kalig to his family by a thorough reconciUar 
tiott} s|nd to Uis Pebplsy by some- popular 
«ct9, tke Prince should not engage with any 
o# them. And we neither thought them 
honest nor able enough to bring about such 
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1750. great events, and we agreed in wishingr iSkwl 
Feb. I*. ^^ g^^j^ application would be made. 

25- Mr, Henley wieus with ■ me, .Who ^d; no^ 
think Mr. Lascelles's Privy Seal suffict^tM' for 
a separate point: he askefd me hov^«hiiiigs 
went; I told him, but indifferently. /F4iat I 
had no communication with the oth^r^glirtle- 
men in our family, and that they we^e tmUdd 
against me— 4ie treated. them very sligHtiyt 
and said that indeed he had had offers enough 
to be of their meetings, but had decUned 
them, not thinking himself Mttle enongh' to 
follow any body there — ^that.they geiBefally 
showed him their motions either in tine iiqrae 
or dsewhere. I said, even that. did liotihcip- 
pen to me ; that, therefore, I was .detenoiiieil 
not to meddle with any thing, where my bpi>- 
nion was neither asked nor tafcenJ Tha* if 
the Prince liked their method of iprooeeding, 
I was perfectly satisfied : but; I would ilotpiit 
myself upon that foot in publicL; .That; I 
would do every, thing in my powier, spai^dio 
expense^ no complaisance, nor chfeerfoLcon^ 
currence in all his pleasures,, to make;mysielf 
an agreeable servant, as long as I had the 
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faonoiu*^ to bdong io ' hhn ; btit thnt^ ih' .fib iTMX 



public business I woiild hevier intrude mysdf; 
and that it M^as impossible, foj^ me to follow 
thoi« gcntlanen, though I did nc^, inntbe 
IcJkst^ vdesite to govern them : ifehis^ aa welLas 
I can remember^ wdik ail material Ihaufc I aaid. 
He said, much more of them, blaming thfem 
nvithocrati reserve fdrntheir S6lf-suffik^^iby,.&d. 
thotitheyfwere informed of nothing at bottom^ 
biitf^dealt only dn invectives; ^nd in thatniiot 
repfrw^i iperpMualiinputation and mupicictty 
witiiont being able! to make out. air^ ^irig> 
which Would, if eno6uraged>-niake all govern^ 
nent impracticable. : He was^ displio^sied Mriikh 
Dr. Leei for mot tdhhg him, that he was^lio 
hiave the seals, as bur CfaanceUor^ if Sir.T; 
Bootle had died. Said that Ldrd.Bslltimore 
forced him to ask the Prince for them, who 
toldf him that he most sincerdy w&faed to 
ofc^igd him, but that he had promi^d Dr. Lee^ 
kk case of accidents, to giveihini the seals^ iaiild 
tfaiat :Lord Baltimore was present, when the 
promise was made — which usage he took very 
ill (and I think justly) of Baltimore, who, 
nvhen he pressed him tosudc for the' seals, had 
assured him that he knew the Prince would 
gladly t grant them to him^^with ,mudh more 
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1750. oftbissopt. I went ta Leicester Hoiise».«h0rfe 
VxB.25. ^^ 1^^ Henley. Lotd Egmont oame iaaA 
inmieduitdjr took Mr« Henley into ii;|Mriv^«(le 
96om> wliere they htd a eoumsat&Qtt of neftr 
Ml > hour. Tbis: furpriaed me muofac Ifi the 
affemoon I waet their. Royal HigimM8e» by 
order at Isdy Middlesex's^ where caiiae Ma- 
dame. d» Munehausah and :Mr. BretiHi: we 
imntin our own coaches to a fertnne^tdbr'fl^ 
W)bo was youi^ Des Noyevs, disguised and imh 
. straoted to surprise Madaine de Munbfaaiisen^ 
which he effectually did. I had iolne toUk 
with Lady Middlesex^ who was veiy d^ectad 
and full of complaints at the enoooragement 
the party met with, thiat was united a|(ai]at 
ul5. From the ibrtQne<4eHer'8 wis went toanpi* 

per at Carlelon House. 

... .^ 

26. Loids Bute, Inchiquin, and BathuMt, 
Messrs. Maafaam, Breton, and X, fblloiMd 
thsir Boyal Highnesses, Ladies Middteseot 
and. Howe, to dinner at Kew. Mr* Bloib 
worth was wiUi U6^ : 

27. ■ Worked in the new walk. at ¥Jsw. • 

38* All of us, men, women, aodchiidren^ work^ 
ed at the same place — a cold dinner. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Wetititoinaet Sk Francis .Dashwood,i^ i750«' 
Madtefieat^ and Mr. Furriese, at Ui. Ralph's; ^^ ^^ 
^Hie.w^il; through se?eral points of b)tt^nBf#i« 
and determined to proceed|.' . ' 1 

r fife© eleotion for the pount:^ o£ IVfiddJe^x. a 
Si^ Fiafidsi Dashwood^ Mews. FmHesei Brei^ 
tofii^ Mtd I. we nt in Sir Franob V ooaoh^ at eight 
0^'^ldck^ .Ito; Mr» Cooke's tn. Liocoliti'i^ Inti 
Fi^olda^A great i»eeting,ihere-f-We.»^t,o«* 
with him abjomt nine (mjr. coait)fa foUoiifing)^ 
and went through Knightsbridge, Kensington, 
hf the grIiveUpits to Acton,^ and. &om thfence 
to Sta&well Heathy which wasfthfe geiseial 
tnid^Bft>UB. FranthtocettoBreaAfd]9d.BttttSi 
wfaidi Was 'the place of poU. It begloi about 
one. I polled early and got to my coach^ 
which was so wedged in, that, after much 
4^Byf I .fpund it impMsible to niakei urn ofit ; n / 
jtoiiiat ]di!. Braton ^d I were Ibf oed to 4mk(^ 
two of my servants' horses, with Uv«fry3i^s» 
ings, and ride, without boots, ten miles to 
li^tii Middlesex's at Walton, M lAeet tkeir 
Royal Highnesses at ditin^. Wet gotUiither 
by five o'clock, and found them attended by 
L(M*d ittdhixjuin and Mr. Bludworth in the 
park. Dined at six. My coach Aid not ar«* 
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1750. riye till nine. We all came, away .between 
Mab.8. ^^ and eleven — arrived in town about one. 
•Poll for Mr. Cooke 1617 — for Honywood 
1201. We carried it by 416. 

^- Went to the House^ where it wag agreed to 

augment the salary of the Master of the Rolls^ 
sind it was resolved that the augmentation 
should be 1200/. per arm. ' Yesterdajf , at three 
quarters after five in the morning Qxactiy^ was 
a violent sliock of an earthquake.^ ^ / ' 

u. I had much talk with Lady Middlesex, and 
we agreed in opinion as to the disagmeable- 
ness and impropriety of our situation^ but that 
we must go on this summer, as well' as we 
can. . • ..•!.- 

... ■ ,' ■ . ■ '. ' -^ ;. / :' :• ; 
Apr. 11. Council at: St. James's-^King' present--^ 
Rfegjency named-T^We all kissdl hands and 
tookleaviQ.;! :' '.. 

12. / Went to the, House (rf Lords.; The King 
spoke, and prorogued, the Parliament. I \ 



o 



16. - The King went to Harwich. The wind 
changed to N. E. 
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Mr. Drax, who was ill of the gout, sent to 1750?. 



desire to speak to me. I went, and he told 
me, that petitions had been obtained from the 
miners in Cornwall, for the holding a tin par- 
liament. That they were referred to the 
Prince's privy council, who had rejected them, 
under a persuasion that there was a job at 
bottom. That the Prince was so far in iti 
that, notwithstanding the disapprobation of 
his council, he had ordered a privy seal to be 
made out, to the Lord Warden of the Stan- 
neries, to call and hold a parliament on or be- 
fore tlie second of November. 

" Thiat the nature of the Princess revenue 
upoh tin, was as follows — All tin, which is 
raised throughout the ^duchy of Cornwall, 
must be brought to the Prince's smelting- 
hbuse, and when smelted, pays four khillitigs 
fot'every hundred weight (whidh' is 120/6.). 
THtin, wlien made into pigs, it' goe!5*to the 
coinage, which is only a stamp, with the 
Prince's arms ; and then, and not before, it is 
ittarketai^k. .... 

• Besides this^ duty of four shillings per hun- 
dtidd ^weight tMoughout the duchy, ho^ tiii 
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I75a can be disposed of, tiU the Duke has taken the 
Apr. 22. q^j^j^tj^y he pleases. This is called the pre- 
emption. , This preemption has never been 
exercised by Princes, and seldom leased out 
Once it was undertaken by dueen Anne, and 
Lord Treasurer Godolphin, and Mr. Boscawen 
(afterward Viscount Falmouth) on the other 
part : by which, for the present exigence, the 
Crown got the power in several boroughs, 
though they lost by the undertaking, which 
was occasioned by the war. TJiis lease wa* 
again renewed by the succeeding adminiatra- 
tion, but I believe it was not carried into exe- 
cution. The lease must be granted by an act 
of the parliament of the tinners, which paiiia- 
ment is called and held by a privy seal to, the 
lord warden for that purpose* 

The duchy is divided into four districts^ 
each of which sends six members. Tjl^e 
voters must be freeholders. They choose > fi 
speaker, &c. 

The quantity of tin raised annually, at an 
average of many years past, is 2200 tons : the 
market price to the e^port^ frotn ALS^.^to 
hi. IQ$. per hundred wieighti^ so that tiie 
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Friii€e*9 f^?€»iie upoi^ that bead j^nounts to n5Q. 
afcoi3t8800/.jwr iiw. clear of all deductiws^ ^'^*?: 
as there are other small duties that defray th^ 
charge of officers, collection, &c. N. B. The 
eiMmuBiytioti is much lesii, and the fr^iight 
dtorer. kk tmfe of war; hnt then> as th^e com** 
triodity is nec^saay^ the vent is pi^pOrtioa* 
$tAy inorwsed, the first yearn of peaie<^ 

I^art year, thc^ two companies ^f mine adr 
vmiturerBb and mm^ blsittery^ bo^ petiiiocied 
the Prittce forthe l^aseof thispreeniption» the 
petitions were Teferred to his privy council 
and rejected. Th^y offered bia Royal High^ 
ness an advance on his revenue of 1200/. per 
mfm. afeid a loab of 10,000/. at Sper cent, with- 
ettt etevring bis life> whichiie is obliged to do, 
at 6 per ^ent. additional^ on all he borrows. . 



Thisnol flNieomding> a pdtitiofei has 
been obtained from the tinners, praying for a 
parliaonent, which was, ^s I have said» reject- 
ed hf tbe^eooncil ; who supposed it was n^^nt 
tofDtocin^e a lease, for the advantage: of tho^e 
wto'weDe^at the bottom of'thi^ foFo^exvoifemj 
wimfli weie m venjr /diepcopoctiotoitei tb4kt 
adthingMt gf i»s limpoltition ^otildibe ^^qpect^ 
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1750., ed from that quarter. Th« persons concerned, 
Apr. 22. j^^^ supposed, by Mr. Drax, to tie Mt. Th<^* 
mas PHt and Dr. Ayscough. 

To show the impibpriety of the proceed- 
ing, and the danger of the job, Mr. Drax pb* 
served that this parliament, though it could 
do no act without the Prince's assent, yet it 
might come to several resolutions, which 
might be disagre^ble to submit to, ^nd yet 
inconvenient to break through. He then pro- 
ceeded to state the advantages of the lease of 
pre^nption, which^ from what he apprehends, 
the Prince is not properly apprised of. 

The offer, last year, he stated at an advance 
of 17001. per arm. — 1200/. annually, and the 
loan of 10,000/. at 5 per cent, at :500/. per 
ann. because the Prince must pay 5 per cent, 
a4ditional elsewhere, for ensuring hislife. 

He said, that he is well assured, that the 
tinners are ready to agree, and contractors to 
engage, to take all the tin that shall be coined 
at 31. 5s. per hundred weight, and to avoid the 
clamour of a monopoly, they will oblige theas* 
selves to sell it at 4/..fi^. which -is.hekiw the 
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maj^-pfi^e; The ^oss :gain, then^ of U. 1759* 
pfrhtffii^Tedyfeigktp upon 23100 toas, is, per ^'** • 
j?^/ / , jC* 44,000 

The money to be employed 
for 2200 tons, at 31. 5s. per ton, 
ii 148,000?: and supposing 
faa^thid^ium dlWayis employed ' 
at ^cfedit, yoii' must deduct for 
interest. • ; : . 28600 

Charges of management^- 
freight, r&c.. . , . • 3000 0,0 

']. There then remains against . ' . ♦ 

risk and accidents a clear and 

"net profit,' per ann 38,140 Q Q 

;Thfese dolciilatiotis, h3 said, wtre right: hi^ 
idbe^nptvkno\4:'.irfaat' i&kt tha'bdttoih oiP this, 
4koecwUsitoffimMite:or:wittWma^ butlijr 
iiCUl>has pas8€d^le ik^ v^«iqQfick>Ui^ atf^ 
nestly desired me to dissuade bis Rc^sd High- 
ness, if possible, from it -y though he knew it 
!imttMbe?!rB03nd5^cuh> beiora *ras s4re, 

iiiey rliirod faioK) to it* jt)y sii^wing'td ^hitn <kieW 
lU^qiiiSitiotisriiii^he Cornish ^eltetiotife. 

: . W«/'W«nt to Kei^-for. tfad- vifhoU ^dikl so. 

F 
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1750, Their Royal Highnesses, Ladies Middlesex 
^^'^^' and Howe; Lords Bute and IncHiqutn; 
Messrs. Masham, Breton, and L We had 
plays acted every evening. 

r 

May 13. About eleven o'clock, the Prince sent t^ 
me to come to Leicester House as soon us I 
could. I arrived there in half an hour's time^ 
I found the Groom in waitings and the Bishop 
of Oxford. The Prince soon joined us, and 
said that the Princess had been ill since tliree 
in the morning; by this time the Duke of 
Chandois, and Lords Egmont and North, 
Messrs. Cust and Breton, were come. We 
went into the bed-chamber at three- 
quarters after eleven. The Grooms with- 
drew. We. found in the bed-chamber Ladies 
Middlesex, Berkely, Irwin, and Howe; Lady 
Bai}ey, Mrs. Cornwall and Payne. The mid* 
wife upon, the bed with the.Princess^ aiid Dr. 
Wiloiolt standing by. 

. Just at half past twelve, sbe was dbfivered 
of a Prince, without once complaining or 
groaning the whole time. Then the 'Prince 
the Ladies, and some of us sat down to break- 
fast in the next room^^then went to prayers 
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belcw stairs. The Frinoe -wrpte to the Kiiig, 1^50. 
mid tfte Duke,of Bedford: came for. the letter. ^^^^^^ 
j^:bumeroi)sdraM^ing-rooin^. where appeared 
all jthei JVIinisters and persons in the chief em* 
ploynxeu^ts. ' / T^e mimstets; weire not sent for 
to tjlie Jabour, The Prince put o^ the pi^blio 
dinner and^f^ryants in i/^t^ittng, aad. oi^dered 
me to dine with him in private at Carleton 
Hwisej 

. u The Prince' R public table, (which Urtsibout 1 6. 
ten:day5 on account of the Princesd'3( lying-in) 
began on Monday. * •. . ; « 

. I Svent.to town, and spent ihtjee hours !iqI 23. 
examining the tin affair, which appears tOibe 
a scandalous job, and I am determined to go 
to the bottcHn of it. Waitied; on the Duke of 
Dorset about: Prince Henry's, bathing /in the 
sea, HtWalm^r Castle. . . ;i : 

I settled with the Duke of Dorset, that 25. 
PiinCe Henry should not go to. WaliAer,' *s it 
was ^ gturrison, and as the 'Kind's l^vd wa3 to 
be asked* 

Had a conversation with Mr. Drake abou$ qs. 
the tin, 

F2 
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1^50. Went to Leicester House. The Arch- 
MAvm bishop aiid ChanceUor sent for, to settte the 
<ihristetiing of the young Prince, the King 
having s^« no orders imm Hanorrer, thotigh 
appKed to; Lord Middlesex, Messrs. Ftiis 
nes^, Bsmce, and' Drake met at my hohie^ td 
doyiertiltfsli«her about the tin affair/ 

June I. Messrs. Kelsal and Lovel came to aiei 
Lovel says that the miner brings, what is 
ealled, black tin to the smeUing-hpuse, and 
ddliviisns it by ^eight^ and receti^es soibucfa 
white tin at the coinage (whioh^ls^qoart^jf^ 
and takes a tin bill for it (if he is poor) as the 
Ml i» marketable; He promised to linfc&rm 
hUnselffiirtli#n 

8. 'The Princess saw company from seven - tilt 
nineto'clock, fi^rthe first time, and once aid}^ 
The family went in, before any of the coiA» 
pany were admitted. 

14. ' Mr; Aldworth came from the Duke of 
B^dford^ wkh dispatches fhom Hanover, ^bg^ 
nifying the King's approbation that.Prine<» 
George, I^y Augusta, and a brother of the 
t*rincess should * be sponsors for the young 
Prince. Bishop of Oxford sent for. 



Digitized by 



Google 



69. 

, Went to Leiciester House. The :<^hild vmih i7*q.: 
christened by the Bishop of Oxford- Th*^^''^^^^- 
qxonsofs as abovev Prince Gfsprge gave the 
nfMpae^ w)iich wfis Frederick Wi^^i^W* N^o-r 
tiody* of either >sex was admitted iuto the 
rqom bfit the a^tu^ ^^rvai^ts^ except the Lord 
Chief Justice Willes and Sir Luke Schaub* f 

,, Lord Middlesex attd Mr. Drake itere with is. 
me^ w# had mjuch talk about the Rrince's 
tin, and the scandalous transaction about it, 
:Vi4iich was encourftged by sooie qf his fJer- 
yjs^itf . Drake thinks a vast profit jnay arise 
from Winning it, both tp the I^iuce and to the 
farmer, who would give him 200,000/. by way 
of fine. I think little or nothing can be giveifi 
or got : but to gel rid of Dr|ike> and please 
Lord Middlesex, who seemed to le^^n a little 
towards him, I left it thus — That if any credit- 
able man or body of men, would Mke tbe best 
leafie the Prince can give of his ti^, iieserVing 
to rhis Royal Highness his four shillings per 
hundred weight (120/6.)> to be raided and coK 
if cted with the same dignity 9.^d royal pre^e^ 
gf^|;iye, asi it now \s : oblige themselves, t^ {Say 
to th^ miner,; or owner^ Sj.&s. per lOOr &t 
112 weight: Wndthem$^veB never fe raise 
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1750. ^ the price of tin above three shillings per 112 
JuHE 18. weight, higher than the market price shall be 
at the time of signing the leas^ : and to deli-* 
ver all that is raised, at or below that price. 
If for a seven years' lease, containing these 
conditions, they will pay to hiB Royal High- 
ness, by way of fine, 100,000/. sterling, with- 
out any reprises or deduction, he will make 
them such a lease as shall be a sufficient secu- 
rity for them to undertake the &rm upoft. 

20. Went to LeicesKJr House. Lord Mayor 

and Aldermen came to (Compliment the Prin- 
cess upon her lying-in. Letters from Hano- 
ver, with orders that those Knights of the 
Garter, who did not walk, should choose their 
own proxies. The Prince designs Lord Inchi- 
quin for Prince George's proxy. 

25. I met Mr. Vanneck, juii. by appointment 

at Lord Middlesex's, about the Prince's tin. 
We had two hours' conversation,' the result of 
which is among my papers relating to that 
matter. But, upon the whole, if he was to 
take dl that is raised, with a liberty ta advance 
the price 5 per cent, he Could give no morfe 
than Q%s. per hundred weight; so thait sup- 
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posing the tinners would be contented to bind I750. 
themselves to the present market price of ''^''^^^• 
64^. (,which5 I think, they would not), the 
whole gain to the Prince would be 2^. per 
100 weight, or 2/. a ton; which upon 2500 
tons (the quantity supposed to be annually 
raised) amounts to 5000/. per ann. 

Lady Middlesex, Lord Bathurst, Mr. Bre- 28. 
ton, and I, waited on their Royal Highnesses 
to Spitalfields, to see the manufactory of silk, 
and to Mr. Carr's shop in the morning. In 
the afternoon, the same company with Lady 
Torrington in waiting, went in private coaches 
to Norwood forest to see a settlement of gyp- 
sies. We returned and went to Bettesworth, 
the conjurer, in hackney coaches — Not find- ' 
ing him, we went in search of the little Dutch- 
man, but were disappointed; and concluded 
the particularities of this day, by supping with 
Mrs. Cannon, the Princess's midwife. 

I had a long conversation with Mr. Ralph ^9. 
about the prosecution intended against his 
paper. 

Mr. Furnese, Mr. Rulph, and I dined with July 2. 
Mr. Oswald at Wandsworth. We had much. 
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1750. talk upon public affair«. Resolved at oiy 
^^^ ' return to meet and prepare for parliamentary 
inquiry 9 such points- as should appear most 
liable to censure; particularly to look into 
the grounds of Mr. Lascelles^s v^metus by 
privy seal: the expenditure during the nmrt 
the management of the ordikance €<ffic^ : the 
aiSair of Nova Scotia^ and the Canada expedi- 
tion^ &c. Mr. Oswald wa;s entirely disposed 
to assist us. c 

^* Dined with Lord Talbot, who infcnmed me 

of the many lies which were told of me to the 
Prince, and the unalterable inveteracy of the 
£unily against me. God forgive them — I have 
not deserved it of them. 

5. I offered Dr. Thomson a room in my house, 

and 50/. per ann. which he accepted. 

Aug. I. I sent to Mr. Ralph, by Whitehead, -a 
scheme of opposition to be communicated to 
Lords Middlesex and Talbot, Sir Francis 
Dashwood, Messrs. Fumese and Oswald. 

Sept. ) I. Sir Francis Dashwood told me at Wycombe 
what he had learned of Mr. Boone, viz. — ^that 
my adversaries were satisfied, that my design. 
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mbi&n- I^Hi9xae into the fknlily, wsld to turn iV50i 
theatti; all otit> fwn t& 'the women, &fe >-aiat ^*'^- ^^- 
tke' Prince/ told Bourne, tfirat I fore^ my^f 
inta Us 'servieey and that he doiild hot help 
taking me» &c. — ^that Lord Egmont said he 
k(iew; -that the Prinoe never advised with, or 
cdmmtmiiQated any thing to me, &c.-^-4^€rt 
Ijofd'Egtikcmt ^efray^ the Prince's expenses 
diitf^Bath, &ie. - 

Messrs. Fumese and Ralph came to me. i^* 
We had much conversation. We agreed 
thai (the Prince should, as soon as possible, 
be brought to some eciaircissement, and be 
informfed With proof, ofDie lies that have been 
teld of me, by Lords Egmont and Baltimore^ 
&c. — that otherwise I could not act in public 
wi^ them. 

Went to a meeting at the King's Arms ^^• 
Tavern, 'Change Alley, at eleven o^clock, 
about the herring fishery. Proposed to choose 
the governor, &c. by lists, which was much 
opposed by the Scotch interest. I argued 
for it from the authority of the act of parlia- 
ment, and at last prevailed by 19 against 7. 



I carried Mr. Ralph to Mr. Waller's in 25. 
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1750. three hours. Much deba^. about the ineam 
Sept. 25. of forming an opposition and its end; at length, 
Mr. WaUer promi^ to act heartily with me, 
and we agreed to begin with the ordnance. 

2'7* Went to liord Middlesex's at Ashley. 
Much tails: with my Lord that day and the 
next morning. We agreed that the country 
was in a deplorable state^ and that the safety 
of the Prince's succession was in great dangerj 
from the maxims he had adopted, and in 
which he was encouraged by those he most 
attended to at present. It was also agreed, that 
Lord Middlesex should procure an explana- 
tion^ or that both of us should neither meddle 
with nor appear in the business of the House. 

30. At Leicester House. Lord Bute kissed 
hands for the Bed Chamber. Col. Robinson, 
as Equerry. The latter, as well as Lord 
North, is to remain under the title of servant 
to the Prince, but both are to attend the 
Princes George and Edward, as Governor and 
Equerry. 

Nov. 4. The King landed about twelve o'clock at 
Harwich, and came to St James's between 
ten and eleven. 
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Westminster bridge opened. Mr. Tucker 1750. 
idad 1 went to Mr. Scene's, to d^sine him to ^^' *®^ 
acquaint Mr. Pelham, that^ as ive supposed/ 
when he engaged for the charter at Weymouth, 
he understood that he was to have two friends 
there, during this parliament, though no such 
conditions w^e actually expressed, yet> if 
Mr.Plumiher should die. (who was thVt day 
cut for tjie stone) we were too . nice upon 
pointe of honour, to take the adVantlige of 
what might be implied, though not specified, 
and therefore we would choose any unex- 
ceptionable gientlemciu he should name. But 
we would not choose any other, or one, who, 
hy his relations or situation, might seem to be 
put. there, with a view to make a separate 
interest. And we should consider the insisting 
«pon ^nch a one, as. a premeditated design 
to m^ie war, which, when we were in the 
right, we w(Bre ready to begin g.s soon as he 
pleasied. 

Mr. Tucker and I met Mr. Pelham, at Dec. u. 
Mr.lSfcrppes, by appointmeiit : we settled the 
Weymouth re-eleictlon> according to the agree- 
ment m»de, on.Qfotikinihg the new charter, and 
he recommend^ Lord Geprge Catendish. 
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1750. Dined at Mr; Masfaam's : had along alid, 
Dec. 91. j hope, a useful and prokluctive consultatioii 

^^l the morning, with Messrs. Oiwald, Fomaese^ 
and Ralph. 

175 1. ' Renewal of the bonsaliation of last Monday^ 
"^•^''* ^' with Messrs. Famese, Oswald, and Ralph. 

Some progress made. Supped at Lssdy Midi- 
dlesax's. It hemg twdfth night (Monday) 
she staked 15 guineas and I \9S with (^ 
Prince, who sent us word that we had lost S 
guineas between us. Spent the week at Ke^> 
where we hod plays everyday. 

r 

u. Lord Talbot joined our pa^ty tat ttiy house^ 
and we made farther progr^s in t>usiness. 

15. At one o'clock received orders to dme and 
sleep at Kew. Ladies Middlesex and T&fi- 
rington, Mr. Masham, and I went together. 
Played at Farao. Lord Bathurst came on 
horseback. 

16. Came to tow^ to the dratving-room. Dined 
at Carleton House. The Prince, Lot^ Gran- 
by, Middlesex, Carlisle, Egmont^ Lnneriok, 
Sir John Rushout, Sir Thomas Boofle, Dr. 
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h^j MbsaxBM Bathuist, Henley, Nugem, ,GUb j.7^ i^ 
ban, arid: I: ' Ja^.^^, 

The session opened. Long debate upon ir. 
tfktt .aiidfi^sHrrdivi^ion 74 to JSOStrrmighty. fiun* 

pl& .: . ' - • • . - 

Lord Westmoreland was here. I proposed is. 
9jCpropi^44ijQn.withiii smitUiimxiW^ ..^ -^^ 

ivd«cb. h0 soemed to ^fipiove oU and proionified 
to.(eidwfa<ii:)td ip^ake it pnnoticable. . 

. 3p^fe.tbQtmorDifis imfartheri pras^culiiicHi i9< 
ofitb^;bU6ine^.with.IIord Talbot,. SirSrancis 
D0»hwQQ^h Messrs. . EUnuase^ . W^er, OswjM^ 
atvdilailph^. . - : . i . 

Went in private coaches with th^r Royal 20. 
Highnesses, Ladies Middlesex and Howe, 
Juivd Iiioh|<](uin,i;aiuli Sin.Thopas yBootie,: to 
Mn Gj«$e!s;. where wnisent fioucajconjurec; : 

T|;^^.I!riiice's birthndayjkept. Dined^with 21. 
loe ^Macqois^ dd Mireppix^ Gehiral> Wall^ 
Moii8«:d'iA]>irien,:.Comitelde'Penroii,i Abb^di 
GroswHlcsta,. Mbns. de Lpssandiere^^ Marquis 
^*\Ayh, rGovkte^dB Ia:M9rniai;a„ and.de^ Lasr 
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1751. cary, Barou de St. Fioreat, Coiute de Ha»- 
Jan.2I. ig^^g^ Duke of Qaeensberry, Lord Talbot, Sir 
Francis Dashwood, and Mr. Breton. 

22. Debate upon some queries about the Aimy, 

that were dispersed abroad — agree with the 
Lords to bum them. 

Feb. 6. Have been very ill for the fortnight past: 
but this daywent to the House to hear the 
charge agslihst Mr. Murray,- brother to Lord 
Elibank, for words spoken against the High 
Bailiff, the day of his making the return for 
Westminster (15th of May last). After the 
trial was over, and the first question moved, I 
left the House, and returned to Hammersmith. 
Never saw an accusation worse supported by 
any thing but numbers. 

n* Mr. Oswald, with other friends, was with 

me, who treated me in the most affectionate 
and friendly manner : told me all his viewsj 
and the offers that had been made to him, and 
concluded by saying, that he wished to act 
always with me, and that he would accept of 
the Prince's service, if he might come into it 
as my friend, and by and through my .hands, 
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bnt'that he woUld not come in by any 6thl6r 17.51. 
hands or canak ' ; Feb. 11. 

Went to wp.it on his Royal Highness at 12. 
Kew — ^proposed to him the Securing Mr. Oi^ 
wald by my weight with him— the Prince 
Wsitated a little, aii living made a tri&l, some 
time ago, by another hand without' sruccess. 
At last he allowed the importance of the ac- 
quisition,' and op^ered me to sound Mr. Os- 
waldT^ dii^pcisitidn^towards it-^his Rdyal Higl^ 
ness orderidd me to 4ine and sle^p there. ' 

Mr. Oswald' ^diiiedl > with me/ and ^ agreed i3- 
to cdm^ to HainmersmitU the tie^t tnorning", 
to settle what<rep<sA^ I i^ould make to the 
Prince. 

Mrl OsWald came this morning,' and was 15. 
pleased to ptol himsdf entirely irito^iny hands, 
and' to rely upon my friehdshipf. 

Dr. Lee came to me. 1 talked over to him, la. 
at large, the points 0^ the Spanish treaty—^ 
Mr. Lascelles 'S priK^y seal— the olrdhance con- 
tratt^— ^And the expedition.— He seertied to 
approve of them, &nd I gare' hitn several 
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1751. p^pgrato loofc pT€r at. hqme. IJe ^c^ Dt^f 
I^f"*^^- very frankly that, whatever lij^tppg^ji he 
would cheerfully support with all his power 
in the debate ;; biit as he \ya,s exijpined f^ecpecy^ 
bet could opt bQ> tl^ ci^oT^jor s/^f»^3ier^,hfif 
Cf^se tbq^t lyptild :lpf^k^)i](^ .breqi^^g fkpf$ 
w^th Lqc^ ;£gfpopt> aadwithptb^ra lu^rb^ 
act^drwit)i, 

17. . Pr: L^ r«^)fep«icd my , piiiKers; . wid thciiijg^t 
iibat th^ tJ3#atji.woju}d-.iipti^b«^ai p<»iij^ ;^frimg 
enougl^ biul;: ^jj^a^pproveii q£ tbfi 6tii9tak > i 

25. : Hod tiiOoi\feieni(Qiritii liii)Boy(ed Higbness, 
aad I beg^n wiltb iitUing biiii# tbat.on^ Mew- 
dygr Mr. O/swfttd iwtas ^vitb me> t^ It^qiiaiiit me 
that he had received positive offers ftWXi 
Court; he was surprised, and asked me what 
theywere^ I toldrhim that thougb^a^ I owed 
my first, duty to blub I ought «Wt A? PWP^i^ 
any thing from him^lhat related t9 his -s^ivjlc^ 
yet that there were also other duties that I 
held »Gre4» &A4 iX I shoi^ddc4is^ver thi^ sff^ret 
of a friend toi hipa^ I l^^ped bis jRf yaj. Hig^ 
nesai would be pleas^ to promise ' xaef^ i^ati f$ 
shmild go. no fitrtbe^; He pr(^s€|d me % im4 
I then toW hi|9?> ^M MrvOswalfl. b«^b|9A» 
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offered to be made Comptroller of the Navy, 175 1. 
with a promise that he should have the assist- ^®* * 
aiice of all Mr, Pelham's power to reform the 
abuses of it, and full liberty to follow his own 
opinion in parliament, and that he came to 
ask my advice upon it. The, Prince, con- 
cluding he would accept of the ^lace, said he 
was glad he should find so honest a man in 
business. I told him, that, from the many 
reasons I had given him, he declared to me that, 
as he saw no reformation could be thoroughly 
and effectually brought about, but by the con- 
currence of the Crown, which was not to be 
hoped for in our present situation, he had 
much rather attach himself to his Royal 
Highness, from whom only he could hope for 
that concurrence; but as he was no Courtier 
and had no connexions of that kind, he must 
be contented to do his best in the station that 
was ofltered to him. That I bade him serious- 
ly consider whether, in case I would venture 
to sound his Royal Highness's disposition to- 
wards him, he would impower me to say that 
he .would refuse all offers of the Court, if the 
Prince was willing to admit him into his ser- 
vice — •That he told me, I positively might : 
upon which I promised to undertake it. Af- 

G 
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1751. ter a good deal of talk, the Prince thanked 
Feb, 23. ^^^ ^^ ordered me to send Mr. Oswald to 
him at Leicester House between seven and 
eight o'clock on Thursday next. 

25. Mr. Oswald dined with me — ^he told me, he 
was much embarrassed at what had passed, 
since he saw me ; of which he gave me the 
following account : Sunday the seventeenth. Sir 
Henry Ereskine was introduced to the Prince 
for the first time : on Monday the eighteenth, 
Mr. Oswald was with me to settle the report 
I was to make to the Prince— on Tuesday the 
nineteenth^ Sir Henry asked him in the House 
— have you received any message from the 
Prince? What do you mean? he returned. 
Has the Earl of Egmont delivered you no 
message ? — I do not know the Earl of Egmont. 
He will then, replied Sir Henry, for I was in- 
troduced to the Prince last Sunday, and h^ 
asked me if I knew you— I said, yes, intimate- 
ly — he then asked how you were disposed to- 
wards him— I replied, that I thought you had 
the highest regard for him, &c. His Royal 
Highness then said, I must send to him by 
Dr. Lee or Lord Egmont, for what comes 
from them, is the same as if it came from me.- 
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This seemed strange to us, but I think the n5K 
drift is evident. ^"•^^• 

Went to the Earl of Shaftesbury's. Mttch 26- 
talk with him about separating the Tories 
frorii the Jacobites, on the quarrel between 
them about the late University election, which 
was to be done by bringing them to a declara- 
tion of a few heads, which, he said, he had 
made use of, and hoped he should succeed. 

Mr. Oswald came to me from the Prince, 28. 
whom he found at Carleton House— He was 
received very graciously, and the Prince talk- 
ed to him on many subjects and of many per- 
sons, but never mentioned my name— They 
agreed that Mr. Oswald was to have the Green 
Cloth, and to kiss hands on lady-day. 

Went to the House. Mr. Townshend ad- Maiu 1. 
vised with me about General Anstruther's affair. 
I begged him to be very sure of his proofs, be- 
fore he began a charge in Parliament— He de- 
sired leave to come to me to-morrow and to 
show me his papers, which I agreed to, but 
desired' him to consult with wiser persons 
Hianme. 

G2I 
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1751. Mr. Townshend came^ and I fairly showed 
him, that calling for the reports in council 
would lead him to embarrass the Ministry, 
who, in this case of Anstruther, had delayed 
justice : that I should be glad it should come 
forward, but not from him, apprisinfg him 
where his motion would end, since he asked 
my advice as a friend, &c. He thanked me 
much, and it being late, he desired to come 
again to-morrow morning. 

3. Went to Leicester House, but just as I was 
going, Mr. Townshend came, and to my in- 
finite surprise told me that he had been with 
the Earl of Egmont, who had given him a 
question which comprehended the civil and 
military behaviour of General Anstruther, 
which he would read to me. He did so, and 
asked my opinion. I was astonished at his 
ignorance, and said, I had nothing to object 
to it. 

4. Motion by Mr. Townshend seconded by 
Colonel Haldane, for copies of all courts mar- 
tial held by Anstruther, while he commanded 
in Minorca; and of all complaints against 
him in council, and the proceedings there-^ 
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upon. Agreed, without division, to drop the 175 1. 

courts martial till some particular facts were ^^' *' 
alleged, but to sufFer the council papers to 
come« 

Weat to Leicester House, where the Prince g. 
told me he had catched cold the day before, 
at Kew, and had been blooded. 

The Prince not recovered. Our passing 8. 
the next week at Kew put off. 

At Leicester House. The Prince was bet- lo. 
ter, and saw company. 

At Leicester House. The Prince did not u. 
appear, having a return of a pain in his 
side. 

At lieicester House. The Prince asleep— u. 
twice blooded, and with a blister on his back, 
as also on both legs that night. 

The Prince had a plaitiful evacuation, and 15. 
was out of all danger. 

. The Prince without pain or fever. i^- 
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1751. Went twice to Leicester House. The 
*^^*' ^'^- Prince had a bad night, till one this morning, 
then was better, and continued so. 

18. The Prince better, and sat up half an hour. 

20. Went to Leicester House; from thence to 
the House of Commons, and then to Hammer- 
smith. I was told at Leicester House, at three 
o'clock, that the Prince was much better, and 
had slept eight hours in the night before, 
while, I suppose, the mortification was form- 
ing; for he died this evening a quarter before 
ten o'clock, as I found by a letter from Mr. 
Breton at six o'clock the following morning. 

21, I came immediately to town, and learned 
from Mr. Breton, who was at Leicester House 
when the Prince died, that, for half an hour 
before, he was very cheerful,, asjced^.tp ^ee 
some of his friends, ate some bread and butter, 
smd drank coffee : he had spit for some days, 
and was at once seized with a fit of coughing 
and spitting, which last was so violent, that it 
suffocated him. Lord North was sent to the 
King. This morning the King ordered the 
iH>dy to be opened— an abscess was found ia 
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his side, the breaking of which destroyed him, i^^i. 
His physicians^ Wilmot and Lee, knew no- 
thing of his distemper ; as they declared, half 
an honr before he died, that his pulse was like 
a man's in perfect health. Xhey either would 
not see, or did not know, the consequences of 
the black thrush, which appeared in his mouth, 
and quite down into his throat. Their igno- 
rance, or their knowledge of his disorder, 
renders them equally inexcusable for not call- 
ing in other assistance. 

From Tuesday the 12th, when he supped at 
Carleton House, and when he relapsed before 
he went to bed, the Princess never suffered any 
English man or woman, above the degree of a 
Valet de Chambre, to see him; nor did she 
vouchsafe to see any one, man, or lady of the 
family, not even the Lady in waiting, till Sun- 
day last, when it was absolutely necessary that 
somebody should appear to receive compli- 
ments ; and then Lady Scarborough was or- 
dered, instead of a Lord, who, as she appre- 
hended, might have expected to see the Prince. 
She saw Dr. Lee one day before the death, 
and, just after the event, she had a long con- 
ference, till past twelve, with him and the 
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1751. Earl of Egmont. This morning Lady Mid- 
' dlesex saw her, but was not sent for. Lord 
Middlesex sent his compliments, and was ad- 
mitted. She sent in for the Duke of Chandois, 
and also for the Earl of Scarborough at night. 

When this unfortunate event happened, I 
had set on foot, by the means of the Earl of 
. Shaftesbury, a project for a union between 
the independent Whigs and Tories, by a writ- 
ing, renouncing all tincture of Jacobitism, and 
affirming short, but constitutional and revolu- 
tional principles. I had given his Lordship 
the paper : his good heart and understanding 
made him indefatigable, and so far successful, 
that there were good grounds to hope for a 
happy issue. These parties, so united, were 
to lay this^ paper, containing these principles, 
before the Prince ; offering to appear as his 
party, now ; and upon those principles to un- 
dertake the administration, when he was 
King, in the subordination and rank among 
themselves, that he should please to appoint. 
—Father of mercy ! thy hand, that wounds, 
alone can save ! 

22. Several, in much distress, here. The Earl 
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cf' Shaftesbury and Mr. William Beckford i75i. 
here, by their own appointment; they said, ^*' 
they came to ask directions what to do under 
this fatal change of situation; I said, that it 
appeared to me, that, if the Pelham party did 
not, instantly, drive out the Bedford interest, 
they must be driven out by that, though now 
the weakest party ; but that the Bedford party 
would become the strongest, having the King's 
favourite, and, now, only son at their head, 
and at the head of the army; that he would, 
by their interest, small as it might be, and by 
the military interest, force the regency, and 
then, where are the Pelhams ? That this ne- 
cessity enforced the necessity of the project- 
ed unipn— that, being collected and publicly 
purged from Jacobitism, they became a re- 
spectable body : that if they were applied to 
for assistance, they might then give it upon 
such conditions, and for such share of power 
as they might think safe and honourable for 
themselves and their country. Secondly, if 
they were not applied to, and the Court should 
take a right turn, that then they might, like 
honest and disinterested men, support the 
Court without coming into it. And lastly, 
what was most to be dreaded, if they were 
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i75h not applied toy and the Court should take 
Mar* 22. ^thef j^ dangerous turn, or should continue in 
the same consuming way as at present, that 
then they would be ready to do, what it was 
their duty to do— oppose to the utmost, and 
declare that. they mean to wrest the admini- 
stration out of those hands, to take it into their 
own, and apply it to better purposes. That 
despair, which was blameable before, was now 
l^ecome criminal. 

My company went away much satisfied, 
and determined to act accordingly. 

I went to Leicester House. The Princessf 
afflicted, but well. Went to council, at night, 
which was very full. The common prayer 
altered, but Prince George left, as he now 
stands. The physicians made a report, and 
deliyered a paper, being an account of the 
body when opened — I have a copy of itr— 
Ordered the bowels to be put into a box co- 
vered with red velvet, and carried in one of the 
Prince's coaches, by such attendants as his 
Groom of the Stole should appoint, and buried 
in Henry the VIIth*s chapel. Ordered a com- 
mittee to settle the ceremonies of the funeral. 
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Went to the Earl of Westaioreland*s— Lord nsu 
Guernsey there— held a conversation upon the ' ^ * 
present affairs— the Earl said that he heard, 
that Sir John Hynde Cotton had proposed 
sending for gentlemen up^ acquainting them 
at the same time, that nothing was to be 
proposed to them, but to sit still and wait 
events. I modestjy doubted of that measure, 
£rom experience of the disposition of those 
country gentlemen, who, I thought, would 
neither come, if nothing was proposed, nor 
stay, if there was nothing to do; but yet, who 
would implicitly follow a few of their Lord- 
ships in one or the other: from which it fol- 
lowed, that their Lordships should form a sef 
of propositions for the centre of union, and 
then should call them together to own theni^ 
and act upon them, either taking places (if 
they were to be had upon honourable terms) 
pr acting without them. 

I was, in every part, most warmly support- 
ed by Lord Guernsey, and by Sir Edward 
Deering, who came in. I left them together* 
and thought by the very affectionate manner 
of Lord Westmoreland, when I left the rocmi, 
that I had never before made such impression 
uponbim. 
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175J. Went to the Duke of Dorset'*— much talk. 
Mar. 24. jj^ thinks of the state of the nation and of the 
Pelhams, just as we do ; as also of the danger 
from the Duke of Cumberland. At the 
Speaker's^ he also in the same way of think- 
ing with us. 

25. Long conversation with Lord Limerick. 

He thinks with us — but we both agreed that 
the Pelhams have not sufficient resolution to 
do any thing great. 

27. Went to council. Orders to the Lord Stew- 
ard and Chamberlain to issue warrants for 
black cloth, wax lights, &c. for the rooms at 
Westminster, where the body is to be laid, 
&c. To the Groom of the Stole and Master 
of the Horse to his late Royal Highness, to 
regulate the march of the servants, &c. Or- 
ders to the Earl Marshal to direct the Heralds 
to prepare, for the consideration of the coun- 
cil, a ceremonial for the funeral of his Royal 
Highness, upon the plan of those of the Duke 
of Gloucester and . of Prince George of Den- 
mark, which were formed upon the plan of 
the funeral of Charles the Second. 

28. Sir Francis Dashwood from the Earl of 
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Westmoreland desired to know^ if I thought nsi. 

Mar. 28. 

it prudent to make an overture to Mr. Pel* 
ham> as a party to join him, if he would 
engage to lower the land tax next year to 
two shillings in the pound> and reduce the 
army. I sent my duty to the Earl, and 
begged to know, if he thought we were united 
enough to make overtures as a party; and 
if so, what the party was to do in return, in 
case Mr. Pelham should comply. These con- 
ditions are nugatory, and yet, the last, of all 
others, the most difficult to obtain. If we 
were united, we should, now, demand great 
and national conditions, for the safety of the 
whole, which will be as easily obtained, at 
least, as the reduction of the army at present, 
and which reduction, except in the view of 
economy, is trifling. Any army may be 
equally ruinous ; and yet some must be kept 
till the nation can be armed by a proper regu- 
lation of the militia. 

At the Speaker's, where we turned over 29. 
precedents, with relation to the grants of the 
duchy of Cornwall, and of the government dur- 
ing minorities. 

Saw Mr, Prowse, and found him well dis-*,^ 3i. 
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n3i. posed to the main system. The King was at 
* Leicester House. This night died the Earl of 
Oxford. 

Afr. 3. At council, about the funeral. Ceremonial 
from the Heralds read — ^their orders were to 
form it on the plan of the Duke of Gloucester's 
and Prince George's of Denmark. But they 
had different orders privately, which, thcuy I 
did not know. I thought there was very little 
ceremony, and therefore said, that I supposed, 
that they had complied with the orders, which 
their Lordships gave about the plans, on which 
this funeral was to be formed. The Lords 
said, to be sure; and none seemed to have any 
doubts, or concerned themselves about it; sol 
said no more, though I am satisfied, it is far 
short of any funeral of any son of a King, 
After the council was up, I asked the Lord 
Chancellor about it, who said that he sup- 
posed the Heralds had complied with their 
orders, but that he knew nothing of it, and 
had never seen any of the plans. I told him 
that I mentioned it, because, if it should ap- 
pear that any mark of respect to the deceased 
should be wanting in this funeral, it would 
certainly give great distaste, I think the plan 
must be altered. 
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The King was at Leicester House* nsi. 

Apr. 4% 

Saw the Earl of Westmoreland, but, his ^• 
Lady being present, could not talk fully with 
him. Mr. Glover dined with me, and the 
Earl of Shaftesbury came in the afternoon, 
and we agreed to drive it to a short issue with 
the Earls of Westmoreland and Oxford, either 
to form a regular party immediately, or to 
give the point entirely up. If a party should 
be formed, then to fix the subscription for a 
paper by Mr. Ralph, to be supported by about 
twenty of us, at ten guineas each, and by what 
else we can get. 

Went to Mr. Oswald's — ^from thence to the lo. 
Earl of Westmoreland, with whom, and Earl 
Stanhope, I had a long conversation. I left 
them, persuaded of the necessity of forming a 
party, united by constitutional p|^nciples^ 
which should be reduced into writing and 
signed by all the party. Much talk of those 
principles, of which I mentioned such as oc- 
curred to me, and of which they approved. I 
told them that I had once drawn such a poli* 
tical creed for the last opposition, but the 
gentilemen did not care to sign it. That, now^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 

^751. I thought the younger part of our friends 
* were very much in earnest, and only wanted 
proper leaders and proper points to unite 
heartily. The Lords agreed that something 
should be digested immediately : I told them 
that, to make a beginning, if they pleased, I 
would send them the paper mentioned, in 
which some hints might possibly be of use ; 
they seemed very desirous of seeing it, and I 
went home, and sent it directly to the Earl of 
Westmoreland. I have done enough, and 
henceforth shall live to myself the years, 
which God in his mercy may grant me, un- 
less I am called upon to assist. 

11. I had much talk with Mr. Oswald on the 

state of aflairs, and I told him the steps I had 
taken towards a union of parties: that I 
thought I owed it to our friendship to acquaint 
him, th^t if this great plan could be effected, 
I must take my share in it. He approved 
the greatness and honesty of the design, and, 
at the same time, told me that Mr. Pelham 
had renewed his offers since the Prince's 
death, to which he had returned a very gene- 
ral, cool answer : he said that he hoped, from 
the renewing that offer, to find that Mr. Pel- 
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ham would show resolution enough to enter n5i. 
into, engagements with some more of us, and ' * 
availhimgelf of the present dispositions Qf the 
people, to put himself upon his country, and 
get rid of his open enemies and fal,s^ friends, 
which was noy( most practicable, aad ev^n 
nepessacy to pr^yent, his being undone by 

both. :. :./. 

Lord Limerick consulted with me about 13. 
walking at \]\^ funeral, . By the Earl MfLi'3hal'3 
order, published in t^ie conimoa nfi^spaper of 
the day » (which, with the ceremonial not 
jpublished till ten o'clock^ I keep by; me), 
neither he as an Irish Peer, nor I as a Privy 
Counsellor, could walk, H^ ex^pressed a strong 
reflation ^to pay his last; duty to his Royal 
friend if pmcticable, I begged him to stay 
^ill I could get the ceremonial j he did, and 
we. there found, in a note, that we. might 
w^lk. Which note, published seven or eight 
hours befoite^ the attendance requirefl, was aH 
thje notice^ that Lords, their sons, and Privy 
jCounsellors had (except those appointed to 
particul^ functions) that they would be ad*^ 
jnitted to walk* 



H 
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1^51. At scfv^n o'clock I went, accorditig to tbe 
^^^ ^^* order* to the House of Lords. The ttmUy 
ndfghts that the poor remains of a mueh<-loved 
ma^tet and friend had met with> and who was 
now preparing the last trouble h6 could giv^ 
hi9 enemies, rank die so low that, for the fin$t 
hour, I Wet* incapable of making any observa* 
tion. 

The procession began, and (except the 
Lords appointed to hold the pall and attend 
the diief mournfer, and those of his own do^ 
mcfstics) when the attendants were called in 
their rankl^ there was not one English Loj:d» 
hot Me Bishop, aiid only one Irish Lord 
(Limerick), two sons of Dukes (Earl of Drum- 
kndrig and Lord Robert Bertie), one Baron's 
Son (Mr. JEdgecumbe), and two Privy Coun* 
idlers (Sir John Rushout and myself), out of 
these great bodies, to make a show of duty to a 
Prince, ido great in rank and expectation. 
Hv^hil6 we were in the House of Lcirds, it 
rained t^ry hard, as it has done all the^easbh^ 
When wfe came into iPalace Yard, the way t<i 
the Abbfey was lined with soWifets, but t!i* 
managers had not aflForded the smdStestco^ 
vering over our heads 5 but, by good fortune. 
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ifhile we w^^effom under cpvpT, it held up. i75i 



Am. 13. 



We ymnt :in &t the $. E. door, and tum«9d 
§horf mU^ Henry the VJIth's chapel. The 
¥firyiQ$ W8* performed without aither anthem 
Pf Org^n^ Sq ended this sad day-— Swa^w y<w- 
p^t w^huffi^-^^mper honoratum. 

The ^oifp$0 ^nd towels wer^ removed^ last 
night, to the Prince's lodgings at the House 
of Lords; the whole bed-chamber were or- 
iAered f o ^^ttend t^hem from ten in the morning 
tiJl tt^ i^nterrmfnt. There wap not the jslU 
ilbn^Qa to order the Green-Cloth to provide 
them ft l)it Qf fere^, and these gentlemen, of 
Ibe 6i^t r^pl^ pnd disttnctJoni, in discharge of 
tbmr JiiMi f80d dyty to a loved. a^d a Jpving m^-^ 
Stet", Wi^te forcjed to bespeak a great epl^ 
4i6ner /&?Qm » c(?mmon tavena iji the neigh- 
bourhoodf A^ tljyr^ o'clock indeed, they 
vouchsafed to think of a dinner, and orderied 
4nifTf^'^^>*e d^?gi:^e was cojpplftej, the ta- 
iWOTi ^WJW wap Bwl fovj ^d given ftp the 
pwr. Ni.^?i TJip Puke 5)f§kw^^ was c^^ 
m0uW^,!Botjvithgl»pdwg the^ourjsJvngist^^ 

crf.tbe;Rftyal:i'^fftily. ., _. r : .• . 

- ''/ • ) ;■.: - . : ':v • . •: .-'. '■■. - ..."; 
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1751. the project of union went on very success- 
fully. I advised him to appoint a meeting, 
for to morrow, of the Earls of Westmoreland, 
Oxford, and Stanhope, to settle the points in 
Writing, that are to be the centre of that 
union. Dined at Sir Francis Dashwood's, 
where Earl Stanhope read to us the draught of 
a preamble to such points, which was ex- 
tremely good. 

16. Went to the House — the motion to put off 

the third reading of the naturalization bill for 
two months, was carried by 129 against 116. 
The report of the dismission of the Duke of 
Bedford and Earl of Sandwich, and of the 
introduction of the Earl of Flolderness and 
Lord Anson into their places, is not true; but 
It is likely to happen. — If so, they surdy de» 
sign to curtail the Southern Province. 

18. At the House. Mr. George Townshend 

opened General Anstruther*s affair, aixl 
moved a question concerted with the Courtt 
which was, that his Majesty should be 
addressed to enforce his orders, in conse^ 
quence of the report of his council, to oblige 
Lieutenant General Anstriitlier to make setae 
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-^satisfaction to those of Minorca whom he had .'^^^• 
oppressed — which must be very unsatisfactory 
and insufficient. Mr. Townshend, who, of 
his own accord, engaged in this affair ; who, 
of his own accord, on very slight acquaint- 
ance, desired my advice, and whom I treated 
with great generosity, as he acknowledged to 
me and others; who imprudently went from 
me to the Earl of Egmont, and brought from 
that Lord a long, inflanunatory question, 
which he desired me to correct, and which I 
declined; who received from me the proper 
question in writing, concluding with one to 
establish a civil government in Minorca. 
This gentleman, without giving me the least 
intimation, contents himself with moving this 
tame court question ; and Lord Egmont, that 
Lord, the other day, so violent, who drew a 
questiob so very, different, thought fit even to 

absent himself on the present. — Such wonders 
has the poor Prince's death already produced ! 

Din^ at Lord Middlesex's. Was told that «i. 
Mr. Montague, as Auditor to the Princess; 
Mr. Douglas, and Mr. Boone, in the room of 
Sir John Cust, as Clerks of the Green Cloth; 
Mr. Blud worth, as Master of the Horse; 
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175K Messrs. Leslie> St6t, tnd RobitiKln» a^ Eqta^ 
^^ ^^' ries, kissed the Princess's hand this day. 

23. Dined at Sir Ffancis Dashwbod's* Rndby 
Lord Talbot, that we are not likeij to c6iiic 
to a union ; fot, ttow, the tenns they propose 
to sign, are of a sort that imply an exdiimm 
of coming into office. — ^Now, as no gbod can 
be done to this country^ but by good men 
coming into office, it is all over, and I give 
up kll thoughts of ever being, any fakrthisr, 
useful to mankind. 

24. At the House. Eneskine's aocusatioii 
against Anstruther, baffled by the C<mH 
through the act of Grace* 

25. Went to town to consult my oensiant Aienfl 
Mr. Banee, about retrieving, if possible^ the 
captainship of tbe Doddingidl E«(st laditt- 
man, which Mr. Tucker iftiprudently aod 
unkindly opposes me in : he being concerned 
(thot^^h not equally with the) and having the 
maoageiheut of my affairs, li^ led the fe^t cRf 
tiie proprietors to think I was miga^ed^ and 
so, to engage themselves to the persqfi he 
espouses, ilrhich disapti<>ints m^ i&^r^tig the 
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jMiBpn r^cMNjpteficUMJl to m^ \>y the Pri^cf^ a'^^'*. 

Mr. Banco has just brought Mr. Tucker to 26. 
me, who desists from his engagement, but I 
am persuaded it is now too late. 

Went to town about the ship, but did no 
good. At the House. A message from the 
Crown to the Lords — then a message from the 
liords, by Masters in Chancery, to the Com- 
mons, to continue sitting some time — then a 
message from the Crown to the Commons, by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, recommend- 
ing the Princess of Wales for Regent, with such 
limitations as the Houses shall think proper- 
then amessa^e from the Lords, by the Chief Jus- 
tice of the Common Pleas and the Chief Baron, 
with an address of thanks ; agreed to nem. con. 

Attended the levee — then at council. Lord so. 
Holdemess brought over-— for the seals I sup- 
pose. Earl Harcourt sworn in. Eari of Egm- 
inontaiwom asLordLieutenant of Cumberliiind. 

At tbf Hotts^. Resolutions to p9i¥e iPsdl Mat s. 
Mall by a pound rate: Sir.FlrancisDa^bwoKidU 
Loud Tr«yithaiii> General Q^ethwpe, andrL 
ond^ed io prepwe the hiU. S^ose of .tbe 
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1751. House taken, if the young Prince of Wales's 
^^^^* new servants should be re-elected: it was 
agreed, not. The act was read; but those 
who seemed to favour a re-election, forgot to 
call for the warrants that appointed them 
servants to the Prince: by whom are they 
signed ? if by the King the case would not 
have admitted a word of dispute. The per- 
sons concerned, were Lord Down, Gentlemen 
of the Bed-Chamber ; Mr. Selwyn, sen. Trea* 
surer; and Mr. Stone, Sub-Governor, 

2. Saw several of my neighbours about the 

pavement, and sent them away pretty well 
satisfied. 

Went to the House of Lords. The regency 
bill brought in and opened by the Duke 
of Newcastle. Second reading to-morrow. 
Nothing said, but by the Bishop of Wor- 
cester, who moved, that it might be printed, 
and that the Lords might have time to conr 
sider it, between the second reading and 
committal. The Duke of Newcastle agreed 
to the printing, and it passed, upon the ques- 
tion put. In less than ten minutes after the 
question was carried, the Duke got up and 
said, that he was told by ^cme of the Lords^ 
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4liat it ivias very improper to print the bUl, n5i. 
upon which they resolved not to print it, and *^ ^* 
4he Bishop, being supported by no one Lord> 
very decently offered to withdraw his motion. 
Surely, it was too late after it became a ques** 
iion, voted and agreed to. 

At the House of Lords. Reg^icy bill read 
a second time, and committed for Friday: 
not. a wx)rd said against it. 

Had intielligence that, upon a message frmn 9. 
the Earl of Bath, the Princess had signified 
her entire approbation of this bill. I had 
much consultation what was to be done, con- 
sidering how many fruitless pains (as it now 
appeared) I had taken to unite and form a 
party, and yet no sort of concert was thought 
upon, even in these great points. The opinion 
seemed to be, that I should not go to the 
House* . 

. . Went to the House of Lords* They went lo. 
into a committee upon the regency bill. The 
clause for i^recting the council was opposed 
by Earl Stanhope alone, who said that guch a 
eounfiil was a novelty, and that he was against 
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175"!. if;, because he thought ifc tumecesmy, till he 
^^ ^^' heard better reasons givea for it, thm he had 
as yet heard. Nobedy s»iswered> or sap^ 
ported hiiD» amd he gave no other .reasons. 
So the d^mse was carried by a division of dS 
against 12. When th^ came to the clause <j£ 
prolonging the Parliament^ Lord Talbot stood 
up, and showed the weakness of the Chancel- 
lor's i^rguments, which were drawn fram his^ 
tory ; and then said, ike proionging the Par- 
liament was an invasion of the people's rights, 
that it was the means of perpetuating a oor- 
rapt on^, and wa$ one of those things liiat tiie 
whole legislature could not do, becanae they 
could have no legal power to do k. iLord 
Granville spoke warmly for it, as the best part 
of the bill, all of which he approved of; and 
no one Lord seoonded or supported Lord 
Talbot. 

II. I communicated to Mr. Ralph my pMsent 
resolution of no more meddling with public 
affiajrs, till some party, worth afypieariilg with, 
shall unkein the service of the country. 

1 3, Dined with Sir Francis Dashwood, oiid the 

other gentlenieB donoerned about «be pat4iftg 
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WU*. I did not go to the House, wheri? the 1751. 
regtocjr bill was read the firjt tii^ate. Sir *'*^*^- 
Francis came home and aCq«aii»ted me» tha^t 
nobodjr but Mr* Thomas Fitt.and he sp<^e 
against the bill. The.Todes totally silent 
The Court for it. Dr. Lee and Mr. Ni||^t|t 
speaking for it. All the Princess's and late 
Prmoe's court f<[>r iti 

r *. . . .... 

Committee of the regency bill — the clause i6. 
establishing the council debated ; opposed, in 
« y^ry &m speech, by the Spes&er. Mr. 
WiUiUn Pitt and Mv. Fok had high woids, 
though they wei^ both for the bill. Mr, Pitt 
for the restriitN>ioiis, lest the next regent shouid 
tl^im full powers, if the Piiacess should dic), 
{;laiiciiiglit4^jDute. .Mr. Fox also for theni, 
but defending the D^ke. They replied upo|i 
each other two or three times, but Mr. Fox 
did not V0te ^ last. Mr. Pitt aivl the Gr en- 
vUies m office voted fm the bill, but Lord 
Cobham spoke and voted against it. Thus it 
was reported to me, but I was not there. 

Hh^ went td-ddky, in the House, upon the it. 
<da(iise ^f {ilrQlongiBg the Parliament. The 
coittBittee s4t late. No concert ^between any 
five people, as I am told. 
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1751. Was to wait on the Duke of Newcastle^ to 
May 22. thank him for getting me permission to drive 
through St. James's Park^ while the King is 
at Kensington. We parted very civilly. Paid 
Lord Middlesex 140/. for a set of seven of the 
Prince's horses. 

23. Went to Kensington^ and kissed the young 
Prince of Wales's hand, but did not see the 
King. 

28. Went to town, to return by water with the 
Spanish and Sardinian Ministers, Messrs. 
Lascaris, St. Fiorent, and Lord Barrington. 
We landed at Hammersmith, where we were 
met by the Marquis de Mirepoix, the French 
Ambassador, Mons. d'Abreu, and Lord Ash- 
bumham. We all dined there. 

31. At the House about the paving bill, which 
was read a second time, . and committed to a 
private committee. 

June 7. -^t *^® House. Reported the paving bill 
council, and much debate against it. Carried 
to go on with the amendments, but forced to 
adjourn at the first amendment, because there 
were but 35 members present. 
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This evening Lord Sandwich received his i75i. 
letter of dismission. *^'"*"**- 

f 

Heard that the Duke of Bedford resigned 14. 
the Seals of Secretrajr» this morning, at Ken* 
singtoQ. 

Lord Trentham resigned the Admiralty. 15» 

' ' • ' • .' ■■> 

Was ;at; council at i Kensington, Earl of ^7. 
Granville sworn in as President. 

Lord Holderness received the Seals of Ser *^- 
cretary ^his morning. * 

Lord Hartington introduced into the House *^' 
ofXiOrds. Made Master of the Horse. 

At counoil at Kensington. Earl of Holder- ^ * ' 
ness aworii' .firstra? a. counsellor^ aiid then as 
Secretary of State. Duke; of Bedford and 
iiord Burleigh tobk the oath of office, as 
Looids Lieutenants of Devonshire and Rut^ 

faisdshire. 

r ■ ■ '. . ' . • 

^ Lwaited on thfe Prilicess to tak-e my leave : 25. 
•he; received me in a very obliging niann&r. 
Th^ParliBmebt rose. '• 
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1751. Xhm morning I wrote to the Dake of New- 
' castle, enclosing Colonel Milles's inemorial» 
who is in the Emperor's service as Duke 
6f Tuscany. The memorial sets forth^ that 
the Ostend Company bought two settlements, 
Banquibuzar and Covelon, of the Mogul ; a 
rebel seized the province of Bengal in 1744, 
and took Banquibuzar fiDm the Emperor's 
Governor. He desires the King to assist him, 
either in retaking the prevmee; with the con- 
sent of, and for the Mogul, or, in making waf 
upon the usurper, who took, and still retains 
his forts. He submits to the King, ehtir^y, 
the share and disposition of the gains, and die 
plan of the expedition. 

This plan was attempted about six years 
ago, and cost the Emperor 15,000/. and we 
prevented its execution at the ii^tigatioii of 
the East India company. Mr. MilJes aasurts 
me that the provitiee of Bengal is the richest 
in the known world ; that he knows whebe> t# 
lay his hands on fifiy millions sterling ; tfaat 
he can make himself master of it wrth ISQO 
men (and he designs to carry no more) which 
the Emperor Will fumish-^aU that he demands 
of us is shipping, and stores, &c« enough to 
carry them, to be added to the three diips 
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which the Emperor now hag, and which he ^'^^K 
bought for this expedition before, at the time 
when we disappointed it. 

Went to Eastbury. 28. 

On Wednesday evening the Princess walked July is. 
ih Carleton Gardens, supped and went to bed 
i^ery well : she was taken ill about six o'clock 
oti Thursday morning, and, about eight, was 
ddiTered of a Princess. Both well. This 
morning died the Duke of St. Aibati at 
London. 

Tlie western mail robbed near Black water^ si. 
by one man, about one o'clock on Monday 
moming. 

We ^ined at Mr. Witiiam Churchill's i Auc. 3, 
toming from thence, about six o'cloA^ from 
a eaui^Way too narrow, in Mr. ChurcbUrs 
ttiea.doW) qalled their prr?«ite road, the coach. 
Was orerturned into a wist ditch ; th^ com- 
pany, patticularly this gentlemen, were r^ry 
wet, a,«id tf there had been a loot more of 
w^ter, they ' mnst all have been suffocated. 
We were obliged to return to the house, and 
we played at cards till 4ay-light. 
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1751. Returned from Eastbury to Hammer* 
smith. 



8. News of the birth of a Duke of Bur- 

gundy. Mons. de Mirepoix made a Duke 
and Peer of France. 

28. . The Comte de Richecourt, the. Emperor's 
Minister, and Colonel Millear, came here in 
the moriiing to talk about the: expedition to 
Bengal. I wrote^ immediately, an accomit 
of it to the Duke of Newcastle. 

Oct. 1. Received a very civil letter from the Duke 
of Newcastle, about the expedition to Bengal. 

2. Waited upon the Duke, and was very 

kindly received; he told me all that had 
pasiied about Bengal, and put the event upon 
the coi||ent and concurrence of the East 
India company. Ceiled upon Dr. Lee, who 
informed m^ that the gentlemen, accused of a 
secret treaty with the late Pritoae, had put it 
in issue with the King, that the Prince applied 
to them, and that they declined it, and re* 
ferred the King to the Princess for the truth 
of their assertion. This is bold, for I know 
the assertion to be false. 
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Went to wait on the Comte.de Richecourt, 175U 

Oct 4 
and the Bishop of Ix)ndon. Colonel Milles 

came^ to whom I delivered the Duke of New- 
castle's directions, that, if he would consent 
that Mr. Drake and Alderman Baker, of the 
East India Company, should ask leave of the 
Court of Directors to receive proposals from 
him, they were^ ready to ask it, and if obtained, 
to enter into the matter with him. 

News of the death of the Prince of Orange. 13^ 

Waited on the Princess, and was most gra- 14. 
ciously received. She was pleased to send for 
the Prince of w ales. Prince £dward> and the 
Princess Augusta. 

Saw Mr. Dawkins's drawings of the anti- 24. 
quities which he saw in the East; they are 
exceedingly fine and curious. 

Lord Chancellor, Lord President, and I, 29. 
went from the Cockpit to dine with the Lord 
Mayor : there were none of the council, ex- 
cept us three. Lord Granville and I went 
together. 
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J^^^' The King's birthtday. The' drawing-room 
*. in weepers. 

Nov. 14. Parliament opened. Lord DoMrne and Sfr 
William Beauchamp Proctor, ihoved iAd s9« 
conded the address. No opposition to it. 

IS. The account c which Gary brought to Bie» 

I think, puts an end to the Bengal expeditioa; 

sa At the House. Order to commit Mr. 

Murray to Newgate renewed. . 

21. Last Saturday the Duke k>f Cumberland had 

a bad fall from his horse, while he was huntf 
ing at Windsor. 

2(J. Went to council aiSi. James% where ptt>- 

clamation, with 500/. reward was ordered for 
apprehending Mr. Murray, in consequence <tf 
a resolution of the House. 

Dec. 12. This day died Lord Bolingbroke., 

.i9. Went to- council^ where the trustees £^t 
Georgia agreed to surrender their charter to 
the King, absolutdy and unconditionally. 
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Was to wait upon the Princess of Wales, 1751, 
j^ceived in a manner most remarkably kind 1>ec.21. 
by her and all the royal children. 

Waited upon tha Princess, whose kindness }'^^^' 
, . - Jan. 1. 

Seemed to increase towards me, 

: The Splicitor General, with other company, 26. 
dined with me. On a malicious report that I 
had forced myself upon the late Prince of 
Wales, and into his service, I explained the 
whole, transaction to the Solicitor General, 
and produced to him all the proper voucher^ 
that verified it, step by step« 

Went to council, where Lord Granville 3d. 
very iitiprudently dijew in question the validity 
of the French treaty of commerce, making 
the goods of enemies on French bottom's 
free from capture. This was, however> left ' 
undecided. - , 

Mr. Fumese dined with me, and gave me^ Fsb. 2. 
an account of what had passed between him^ 
a^d the Solicitor Qenerai (Mr. Murraly) about 
a.message to^ Mr. Tucker, by Mr. Ellis, from* 
Mr; Pdlham> to know what whs to be done on 
I 2 
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1752. a new election at We3rmoutb, pretending that 
the choosing two, at his nomination, was to 
last always. The Solicitor General entered 
into a detail of my affairs with much affection 
and warmth, and said, he knew there was not 
the least indisposition towards me in the Mi- 
nistry, but was afraid, that the King had been 
• strongly prejudiced against me personally: 
that he would take it upon him to bring this 
matter to a proper issue, one way or another; 
as it was by no means fitting, that I should 
offer to ask for any thing, till I was sure of 
being well received. He behaved nobly, and 
like a friend. The event is with God. 

^ Went to council. Gave the Solicitor Ge- 

neral an account in writing, of the whole pro- 
ceeding of the late Prince of Wales, in the 
demand of 100,000/. per arm. in Parliament, 



«. 



Went to the Cockpit to a prize c^use^ 
which turned upon the authenticity of the 
treaty of commerce with France; several 
Lords (of which the Lord President was one) 
doubted of its beiiig in forcel Idid not, and 
it was at last decided by virtue of that treaty. 
We ended that long dispute of General Ap,- 
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struth^r and Miaorca, by referring the costs I'^^s. 
aqd damages he is to pay, to the Master of 
the Rolls and General Bland. 



Mr. Furnese called on me. He had seen 9- 
the Solicitor General, who had informed him> 
that there was not the least indis|>osition in 
thePelhams, but, on the contrary, a willing- 
ness to live well with me. That they said, it 
would not be impossible to remove the ill im- 
pressions made upon the King, bat it required 
a little time,' &c. If they removed the Pitts, 
&c. then it might be easy. 

Mr. Ellis was with me: he introduced the JO. 
talk of his election on a new Parliament. I 
told him, that I thought my behaviour, both 
public and private, even in opposition, never 
could have given just cause of offence to the 
Pelhams, or' could have shown any indisposi- 
tion to live personally well with them ; that, 
as I was, now, entirely free from engagements, 
I was sincerely desirous of Mr. Pelham's fa- 
vour and friendship, if he would accept of my 
friendship and attachment: if then, he would 
accept of my services, he might, upon proper 
eonditionSi command my interest, and in that 
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1752. case, nobody would be more welcome tq me 
FsB* 10. . "^ 

at Weymouth, than he, Mr. Ellis. That this 

was in Mr. Pelham's breast, who best knew 

his own disposition, but that mine was entirely 

inclined to be his friend and servant, upon 

proper conditions. This of proper conditions; 

was frequently repeated, and Mr.EUis desired 

to observe, that there was neither promise nor 

engagement. 

15. Saw the Solicitor General by appointment, 
and found his report much less favourable 
than Mr. Furnese understood it. That the 
Pelhams were very well disposed to me, but 
that the King was so much prejudiced against 
me by former misrepresentations, that fie 
feared they could answer for nothing, fcc. 
So w^ parted, I taking it for a thing entirely 
broken off, but he saying, that he did not yet 
see it in that light. 

26. Waited on the Princess, and was very gra- 

ciously received. 

Mar. 3. The King's birth-day kept. I was at court. 

15. 1 waited 6n the Princess. A chapter of 
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the Garter* Prince Edward, the Stadtholder^ 1752. 
the Earls of Lincoln, Winchebea, and Cardie ^"^ ^^' 
gan elected. 

Went to council, on the particular cause of is. 
a prize -taken frpm the Spaniards by Admiral 
Knpwles, the 3d of September 1748, in Ame* 
rica. It turned up6n the interpretation of 
the terms for hostilities ceasing in those pdrts, 
which were fixed by the preliminaries of Aix 
la Chapelle (which refers to the treaty of sus* 
pension between us and France> 1712) and 
the proclamations here, and other acts; of 
state tliere^^I delivered my opinion, at large> 
for restitution. The Lords took a further day 
to give judgement, but the majority seem to 
be with me, and, I think, it must be so de- 
cided. 

A cause on a capture by Admiral Griffin in i^* 
the East Indies, commonly called the Lascar's 
cause. The claim against it appeared to be 
a manifest forgery and was rejected ; aad the 
prize muist be adjusted to the captors when 
we next meet. 

Went to council at St. James's The King 3^» . 
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1752. declared the Regency, as usual^ and the 
' Counselors took leave and kissed his hand. 
The King set out, about four, the following 
morning for Harwich. 

Apr. 9. This morning my old acquaintance, Mr. 
Scrope, died at the age of eighty-four. 

16. Consulted the Speaker about Dn Thomson's 
privilege. 

17. Went to town to attend Dr. Thomson's 
action of defamation against Saxon the apo- 
thecary, at the King's Bench — began at six, 
ended at nine — evidences, speaking to the 
Do^ctor*s skill and reputation, were the Duke 
of Roxburgh, Earl of Middlesex, Mr. Levison, 
Sir Francis Dashwood, Sir Francis Eyles, Mr. 
Drax, and myself. He carried his cause, and 
the jury gave 20/. damages. 

21. At council — the Solicitor General told me 

he had spoken to Mr. Pelham, as from him- 
sdf— that there was a real good-will and de- 
sire to take me with them ; but that they had 
fears to engage me, lest they, on their part, 
should not be able to ful&l their engagements. 
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That they were afraid of the King, and of the i752. 
party (the old Walpolians) nick-named the ' ^^' 
Black-tan, &c. The Solicitor advised me by 
all means to see Mr* Pelham, and that I 
shQuId meet with a friendly, confidential re- 
ception, &^. &c. Thi^ is nothing.^ but 
obliges me to see him. 

Saw Mr. Pelham, by appointment, in Ar-^ May 5. 
lington Street — I began by telling him, that 
the applications I had received from Mr. Ellis 
about his election at Weymouth, I considered 
as giving me handle to wait upon him ; for I 
W.as: qome to offer him, not only that, but all 
th.Q s^rviices in my power, and that I was au- 
thorised to say the same from all my friends. 
He.s^id, he should willingly embrace it, were 
it not for fear, that he should not be able to 
fulfil what he wished to do on his part. I 
asked, whether he would admit of a confiden- 
tial conversation — he said, be could have no 
reason to wish any other, and that what Ellis 
had .said, was from him, and was meant to pro-^ 
duce sttch; a conversation. I then asked him, 
if there was any real inclination in the Duke 
pf Newcastle i^nd him, to accept of us into 
their- friendship and protection, if objections 
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^^^ could be removed; for that I knew the dil- 
ferent facility of removing them, when there 
was a little good- will at the bottom, and when 
it was the work of importance 6nljr-~he 
would observe, that I did not arrogate im- 
portance ; but if I had it, I would accept of 
nothing that was only owing to that— that, at 
my time of life, nothing would tempt me to 
coaae into any Court, upon the foot of force 
and intrusion. That I said this, to explain to 
him, that I desired to live with him, and his, 
as their d;ttached friend and servant; that I 
desired no rank which could justly create 
envy in my equals, or any sort of power that 
might occasion suspicion in my superiors. Be- 
serving only, that, if he gave me & musket and 
ordered tne to a post, I should certainly fire« 
That, if clouds should arise, I was not afraid 
at all, to meet the great geniuses now on the 
stage. Mr. Pelham said^ that there were real 
good wishes and good- will, and for nobody 
more ; but how \o put them in execution Wad 
what hindered him from saying all he wish* 
ed — ^that there were difficulties, and great 
ones with the King, on account of my quitting 
his service for the Prince's, &c. I replied, 
that I was aware of such a prejudice; bul 
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that I believed, when it was represettted to 1752. 
the King, and by him as his opinion, diat I ^ * 
could be of some utility to his Majesty*s ser- 
vice, by my own and by the weight of my 
friends, particularly in choosing several mem- 
bers, it would be the means of removing ali 
prejudices. For that, though I knew that no 
pains had been spared to make him (Mr. 
Pelham) believe the contrary, yet I did assure 
him, as a gentleman and his servant, that the 
interest of Weymouth was wholly in Mr. 
Tucker and me: that in the country it was 
impossible to choose one member against us, 
at least, without the utmost violence: that, 
indeed, he could give us a great deal of trouble 
there, and, I owned, could choose any four he 
pleased (by petition) at Westminster. But 
that, I knew, it was not in his temper^ and I 
could not think it was for hits interest to have 
recourse to flagrant acts of violence, to choosef 
two members (which was the most he pretend-i 
ed to) when he might have all four, and me ' 
too, without any violence at all. 

Mr. Pelham did not pretend to set up any 
right of the Court, or that they desij;ned to 
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1752. xriake use of any force against me, but said^ to 
^^^ ^' be sure, what I had hinted must be the way 
that he must take towards the King ; and that 
he would truly tell me all that he knew about 
the King's prejudice against me — ^that his 
Majesty was angry at my quitting, though he 
, received it better than he expected, as he had 
told me before : but at my going into the Princess 
service afterwards, the King broke out and said 
to him. Here is a fine end of civilities ; here is 
Dodington, you made me give him, the other 
day, a great employment, and, ilow, he has 
thrown it at your head, and is gone over to my 
son, and besides, a nominal place is made for 
him, to give him a pretence of putting himself 
at the head of his measures, and more to this 
purpose — ^after this upon my coming to Ken- 
sington, on a Sunday, some time after the 
Prince's death, the King said^ I see Dodington 
here sometimes, what does he come for ? to 
which Pelham replied, that he did not 
know, indeed, but he did not believe that 
I had any particular views, because he had 
never had the least hint of any; which, if 
I had formed any, he thought, he should, 
^ sooner than another, have heard of them 
from the long acquaintance between us:- 
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that he was sure tay coining to Court was to J^^^* 
show my 4*ity, and that I desired to live in his 
favour, aiid, he supposed^ that I might wish 
for his (Pelham's) protection and desire to 
come into his service : but that was guess only 
^— the King replied. No, there has been too 
much of that already — ^and that the conversa- 
tion liid not end well. That he would tell me 
the bottom of all his politics and his brother's 
' too» for they must in the end be the same ; and • 
that was, to choose a new Parliament, that 
should be all of a piece; such a one, as might 
serve the King if he lived, and be steady to put 
the young King in the right way, if the old 
one died : — ^that he meant a thoroujgh Whig 
Parliament; for when there were factions, 
though a wise man was obliged to avail him- 
self of them, as well as he could ; yet they 
wetre not desirable, nor what he meant; but . 
he wished to have a thorough Whig Parlia- 
ment all of a piece. I replied, that I approved 
of what he said, and thought, that the offers I 
now made him, from myself and friends, might 
contribute to facilitate that end — he said, it-was 
for thai end, that he told it to me. That they 
were, now, without competition, as well with 
the King as they could possibly hope for ; but 
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i7&^« that he was not so weak as to imagine^ that it 
depended. upon any thing but the ease they 
procured his Majesty, in carrying on his ser* 
vice : that the King's temper was to be ob^ 
served and complied with, &c. &c» 

That, upon the present subject, he himself 
was most sincere and desirous to effect it> and 
would do his best, and he viras sure his brother 
^ would do so too, and that he would write to 
him in conformity. That, as to borough 
matters, when he was pressed about Wey^ 
mouth (as, to be sure, both of us must expect)^ 
he thought the best language he could hold 
was, that he and I lived very well together^ 
and that he had no room to think, that any 
thing would be done there, that would be dis^ 
agreeable or disservioeable to him ; and that I 
should deal in the same general terms, &c^ 

I said^ that, as to quitting the Ring^s service^ 
I did not^ do it with any compact vi^ith the 
Prince; tl^at it was full four months after, be-> 
fore his Royal Highness made me any offers^ 
and'he then did it in such a matmer, that left 
me no option to refuse, without offending him 
for ever. Thiatt Mr. Solicitor General Murray 
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kpew this ; and. that I lutd livipg and writtep^ 1752. 
evidence to prov^ it incontestably* Since I ^^^^' 
came into the Prince's aervic^^ I could apr 
peal to him, whether my behaviour was not 
entirely calculated to soften, rather than to in^ 
flame, even to the loss of my favour; whether* 
when the little, incendiary system prevailed, 
by which alone nxany of those about', his 
Rpyal Highnesses person could ever be of any 
dgnifigance, I did . not. endeavour to check 
it; and when I could not, did not absent my- 
self from the House, rather than take a part^ 
or countenance it^ But, however, I desired 
the King should know, that I would not jus* 
tify with my Sovereign and my master, but 
submitted myself to think that I was to blame* 
since he was displeased, and that I therefor^ 
humbly begged pardon, which was all in my 
power to. do, except to show him, by my future 
services, that; I deserved it. That tbi^ witi) 
the interest I could, and was willing tb^entrcj 
in his Majesty's service, I thought, might be 
sufficient to remove objections (which had in 
reality no foundation), especially^ when conb 
Veyed through so able, so powerful, and,.! 
trusted, so friendly a channel. Tl[iat, upoi^ 
the whole, he might see, and I meant he 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 



1752. should^ that I was very desirous this event 

' May 5 

should take place, from a sincere wish to at- 
tach myself to him, and to end nvy life with 
those, with whom I began it. Tbat I was desir- 
ous to serve my country, and chose to do it with 
the good liking of the King — ^but if his Majesty 
should shut up that way, that then I must en- 
deavour to do it by such ways as should oflFer 
in the course of things. Mr. Pelham renewed 
the assurances of his sincere wishes and endea- 
vours, in a very decent manner, and added, 
that he was restrained from saying what he 
wished, out of the regard he owed me, not to 
say any thing he was not sure tq perform, and 
concluded, by inviting himself, in a most gen- 
tlemanlike and obliging manner, to Hammer^ 
smith. 



8. Went to the Speaker's in Surry, with Mr. 

Chan^rlayne, 
agree^le affair. 



Chan^rlayne, about Dr. Thomson's most dis- 
'eemle 



lu Sir Francis Dash wood dined with me, and I 

communicated to him what had passed between 
Mr. Pelham and me; I offered him to be of 
the party, but he declined it 
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■ -li^rmce of WalesV birth-day. I went to St. .jj^^/^i 
Janieis's^ Gi*eat coiirt, birt not in new clothes. 

Dined with toe, Lord Lincolh, Mtessrs. Pfel^ '^^* 
ham. Vane and son. Solicitor General, and 
Furriese. Much w?ne, aiid as much good iiu* » 
mbiir is I ever met ^ithj both lasted t!M aK 
most eleven o'clock. 

©ined at Lord Linc6lh-s with Mr.Peffiami 31. 
&c.-^staid late* 

^ bined with Mr. Pelham at fisher. Much J«Kt7. 
drfnk and good humour. ./ 

At tii^ Cockj^it : a complaint by Mr. Webb i s. 
against Mr. William Sharpe^ for taking exor^ 
bhant&as. . I 

Went to atte&d Dr .iTionison^s fca&se. The 20* 
court would not enter into proofs whether he 
wasi or was not, tiaj ^servant* 

I^ went to Mr. Oswatd'^. M* eipresisdl ii. 
lUUch afeOtioti and attachment towards me. 

' ' . ' • • -^ - • '- *- -" '- 

Weht to thle Cockpit. Mh Webb*s accu- ss. 

K 
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} 74f3- glutton of Mr. William Sl)f^pe^ far taking three 
' guineas, as a CQfiRoil fee, ia every prize cause^ 
from the gainer only, heard ; and adjudged to 
he false, gfouodlefsis^ ap4 malicipus* 

Jvhv 6. Went to towQ tp meet Lord Middlesea; mi 
Cpun^or Fcfrrester. Lord Middlespc g^y^ 
me full power to make his submisi^oi^ and Uf 
endeavour to reconcile him to his father. 
Owqi triedi f|D4 acquitted, for piiUi^ing 
Mr. Murray's case. This is the third great 
case, where the juries have insisted on judging 
^ matter of law^ as ^U as of fftct. The first 
was of Bushell, the Quaker, repq|te4 by Lor^ 
Chief Justice Vaughan: the second, was that 
of the Bishops in the reign of James the lid. 

7- I waited on the Duke of Dorset. I chose W 

put the question to him hypothetically ; if his 
«iHi shif^ ^iraw^HMelf i^t li«»£^t» and d^dare 
%n HWfi^rved si^iNAon 9xA ioktow Ibr what 
is past — ^what "woviA 1^ do ? He was mfiok 
moved. I desired he would not answer me 
^beut as I 1m4 no eMmsdssion tQ d««w»d it, 
but that \ye would c^nsMler oi its hecau£»». aft 
the family were to come to me at Eastbury, if 
I should receiire such cj^patMOissipDit I fl^Quld 
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think it my dflty both td hitti and his s«n, t« • jJ52, 
Uy it plkiiily before him, if it Should be Ml ''^ ^* 
and afnpile^ ^ it ought to be. 

i wefit early to to^n to take my leave of l^* 
ii/lt. iPelhaih. After a little general conversa- 
tion, I ros^ td go kiVay, atid said that the Sbli-^ 
citor General had told irie, that it was not otllj^ 
liis ot\^n, but M^. I^elhatti^s opiillon, that no- 
thing of Our affiiir shotild be btokeii to the Kitig, 
tin his return from Hatiover ; atid, therefore, 
I asked hiiii ho news. He replied, it wa^ thei^ 
opinion— that he had tresited me with the ut- 
most sincerity^ and would continue to dd So-^ 
that he sincerely wished the thing, and ^Oiild 
do every thing to brihg it aboilt— that all trea- 
sons were for it— that he had toTd me th^ p»ecti- 
liarity of temper, the prejudices, &c. that 
ihade things disagreeable, but that he would 
do his best. 1 replied, that, considering th6 
fianie he bore, I could have no doubt of his 
sincerity, and therefore would patiently wait 
the event. But that I thought,- when, through 
a canat so favouriable, itie King w*s informed 
that, wten I quitted his service, it Was hot fcy 
a bargain to ehter into the Princess, and that 
1 B^evar made the Prince any proposition; at 
K2 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 

17^2. all — ^that it was more than four months after 

July 15. " . . , , t^ . , 

my quitting, that the Prince made me any. 
When his Majesty is desired to reflect,, how 
much, when I came into the Prince's service, 
I endeavoured to bring a little temper and mo- 
deration into it, and when I could not succeed 
in that, I would not support the incendiary 
part, and therefore did not go to the House. 
That the Princess, the Solicitor General, and 
other living witnesses, which I could produce^ 
knew the first, and that I could appeal to him- 
self (Pelham) for the truth of the last. But, 
setting all this aside, when his Majesty, should 
be informed that I would not justify against 
my King and my master. That, since he was 
displeased, I was willing to think myself to 
blame, and humbly to demand his pardon, as- 
suring him that my future services should de- 
serve it. Here I desired him to observe that^ 
wh^ a gentleman asks pardon, he is with us 
entitled to it, and it was what 1 wouldi not do 
when I was in the right, to any subject in the 
world, or to any Prince, but himself When 
his Majesty was assured that I was capable of 
facilitating his affairs, and that his chief ser- 
vants were desirous of receiving me — : 

If all this, represented by those he did, and 
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ought chiefly to rely on, would not do, I hoped ^'^52. 
Mr. Pelham would thinkj that I had discharged 
my humble duty to his Majesty, and showed 
how desirous I was, of passing the rest of my 
life with him, and under his protection ; for, I 
thought, I had said and done as much as any 
man of honour could do, or say, and had gone 
as far as was possible. Mr. Pelham said, that 
he understood me perfectly well^ that he wished 
the thing cordially, and would do all imagin- 
able justice, and leave nothing, in his power, 
unattempted to persuade the King — that, iii 
short, he had explained to me the bottom of 
his politics-^that he had a great regard for all 
Europe, but did not trouble himself much 
about it— that his concern was to keep things 
on a right foot at home — that if the King was 
willing to arrondir his afTairs, and let them 
get together, as many as they couW of ^hose 
who could best contribute towards it; in order 
to go on as he was bred up, and suffer them to 
endeavour to have a thorough Whig Pari iament 
chosen, which would make^the remains of his 
Majesty's life easy, and would settle the young 
Prince upon the throne, so as to secure him a 
prospect of a prosperous reign. If they would 
let him do this, he wa» at their service \ if not, 
.he could he contented to be a private man as 
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1752. ygf^w ^ another — not that |ie complained of tha 
' King» ^c- lot shorty l^ere he spoke a httie 
I^elham, but inteUigible enough to thosp w)ia 
are acquainted with the language. 

We parted very kipdly- 

i<L By the Princess's coinipands I passed th^ 
day with her at Kew. I arrived there about 
eleven in the morning, and we passed two or 
three hours^together, aloi^e, m the gardens. I 
informed her^ by her order^ of the state of th^ 
Irish affairs, which bad made so much noise* 
She asked me about a report she had heard 
concerning a reconciliation between tl\e Duke 
of Dors^ and Lord Middlesex. I said, it would 
be impracticable unless Lord Middlesex would 
entirely submit to his fftther; and even then, his 
behaviour had made the wound so deep, that J. 
coul,d not be aoswer^ble wbat the Duke would 
4(V Sheseemeddes}rous^}t,aadwishedIwottld 
try. I tok} her that, as Lord and Lady ^^Kd-. 
4tose3( were to be with vi^e, in the country, I 
i^rould see what his Lordship could be brought 
tp, for fianpi thence only it could move, if ai 
aU. % open/ed myself no farther to her. We 
came m an hour before dinner, I dined atthe 
]@^^9b9ugl^ WomMi's table, where was- Mt. 
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Gfessfoti who behaved very courteously to me, ^'^^^ 
Iuqk) k a very knowing man. After dinner, 
ber Royal Hightiess sent forme : we walked 
raand Itiehmond (hardens : she was attended 
hy the Ladies Augusta and Elizabeth, Messrs. 
Cresset imd Kudworth. When we returned, 
she ordered me to come in with her : we sat 
down, and she turned the discourse upon tb6 
Ministry. I soon perceived she had heard 
Bomethmg of the late correspondence between 
Mr. Pelham and me; I therefore thought it 
fit to tell her that, from an opportunity which 
had arisen from them, I had lately renewed 
mycorrespondence with them, and that I had 
tak^ft occasion to tell them, that I was de- 
sirous of en(Kng my life, in quiet, with thoi^ 
With whom I had begun it, and whom 1 
mort esteemed, &c. That they received my 
offers of friendship veiy civiByi and seemed 
denrotts of leceivhig me; but that they 
apprehended the prejudices of the King 
agaiuBt me, from the honour I had of belong*- * 
ing U> the Prince, &c. That the ansVi^er I 
futtde, was th^t my inclimi;tions were sincere, 
as, I supposed, their kind aiiceptanC6 was 
also ; and that, for the rest, I must leave, it to 
them. I then put her in mind, that I never 
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1752 

July 16, 3^1^^ any thing of bis Royal Highness ; that 
he never prcmiised any thing to me, till four 
months after I had quitted my employment; 
and that I then testified my surprise to ber» 
and acquainted her with all that passed. She 
said, she remembered it very wdl. I then re* 
'minded, her how, from my appearance as 
a servant at Cliefden, I formed a plan ,of 
temper and moderation : that, knowing her 
right way of thinking, I ventured to commu- 
nicate the plan to her, and begged her protec- 
tion, in the execution of it, even before we re- 
turned to town — that I always bad persisted 
in it, and never would engage in any other. 
She replied, it was very true ; she was a very 
,good witness of it, and would always assert it, 
£^c. I asked leave to wait on her at Kew, if she 
should be there at my return, which she gave 
me in a very obliging manner, and then I 
<;ame home to Hammersmith by ten at night. 

^^' At half past three, without going to bed, 
Mrs. Dodington and I set out in our post- 
chaise for Eastbury, where we arrived the saap^ 
day, at six in the afternoon. 

Sbpt. 15. Messrs. Dodington, Ralph, and I went ^9 
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,?oole,i to poll for a.Sheriflf; and Mayor. We g^.^^^^^^^ 
, lost both electu>us» and I think .Mr. Trench^, 
ai-d's ^lectiop in dstnger, . 

^^ ,^e;rQtum^.to Hammersmitb* 26. 

Went to Mr. PelhiBun's. He gave me an 28. 
s^GCOubt of EafI Poulett's correspondence with 
Uim, about the vacancy at Bridgewater. I 
mentioned, that I had wri|iten to his Lordship* 
to make it a means of . reconciling the family. 
He ^seemed much indisposed towards Mi*. 
Vere. There was company, and so we could 
iiot tajk fuilly. At council, there: wlas nothing 
|;o do but to proroguetheParlianMnt, and issue 
^ proclamation for a Scotch Peer^ on the deaAh 
pf jthe Duke of Gordon^ 

: Went to town to meet ithe Duke of Dorset. Oct. «. 
I made his son's submissions to him, .and en- 
deavoured to procure a full reconciliation.' 
We had a long conference. He alleged the. 
inany,. almost .unpardonable provocsltiohs, 
which I know to be true ; but did not abso^ 
lutely refuse to forgive him. He boggled 
jplyjoh. at the fleeing his son from, bis debts, 
{|9d saidy that, nothing but his distresses drove 
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^'7^^f him to think of his dnty, and therefore^ h« 
expected some actions^ to convince him cl 
his sincerity. To this I said that, as to env* 
merating provocations, I thought our0K>st ra- 
tional point was to look for reasons to fta^give, 
instead of materials to continue the quarreL 
That as to paying the debts, I wished it was 
eome to tliat, for I could make that cirentth 
. stance tery ^aoticaMe. As to the Bwti vei of 
bis son's repentance, I allowed them : but ht 
must allow that they were, too i^ten, the ssbm 
with thoBe of us ail 4x> our common Father, to 
wfacna we were more obliged than we couM be 
|Q our natural parent-«-That God accepted 
our repentance, though grounded on distress i 
should we then refuse it when oAered to us ) 
As to actions, what should Uiey be ?u-would 
he please to subscribe. This was matter of 
som^ difficulty: and as the conversktimi had 
boen ¥«ry kiqg, we agreed to meet Bgrntty to 
OnmsMkr }f a»y temperament can be found. I 
greatly doubt it: but if Lord Middfesex wauM 
b^p huttnel^th^ugh I think he wiU not^it 
might succeeds 

4r. . I went to town to see Mr, Pelham,^ and hud 
b^ce lam^theutiliity of his taking the 4(iceasiM 
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«f Mr. PoiilrttV death, to make up flie qnarrcJ j758. 
bet?ween the Earl and his brothers, by choosing ^^^^ 
M». Vere P^utett m his place. Mr. Pelham 
would not €nteit into it, as Mr. Vere had left 
tfeem inihandsoiii^, and had treated him ill, 
p6RBQiiaUy,whepev^hec<mldbeheard« Hewas 
tedeed for the unioii of the family, Imt he wouM 
}iMe nothing to do with Mr. Vere, from htn 
personal behaviour, though he could yay weB 
hnre and treat with those who opposed, and 
even personally opposed him; which, eon-* 
judering those he has about him, was^ I thought, 
saying in ^eot, that be would take a blow 
|rom a stroi^ man, but not from a weak one. 
He then said, that ihey knew nothing positive 
as to the King's eoming^ but c^uld know by 
the nesct couri^, whethep he designed to go to 
Cbnover the noxt yecu*. For &at he had writ<- 
ftcRi to his broiler, to beg to know of his Ma>t 
jesty^ whether he would have the Pariiament 
meet tx^re, or after €hristmas. We touched 
up^i the subsiiSes attending the electkm of a 
i^ng of the Romans : Mr. Pe(ham's face fdl> 
aiid be grew veryuneasy upon it, and expressed 
much dislike at the way it was conducted. 
He said^ he wAs always against ttese subsidies; 
that his idea was, that, if the dissenting electors 
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1752. wou^d^ire in the ultimatum of their d^nands, 
?^^ ^' and perform the conditions before they receiired 
the reward, then, indeed, when w6 were suVe 
of our bargain, it might be worth consideruig 
if it were prudent to pay the price: hut, to be 
buying one elector after another, was what he 
abhorred and.could not approve of. It must 
have anend-^hehad declared so inParliansent, 
and, as I was not present at the debate, he 
would tell me what he said, for he found that 
ha h^d beea misrepresented. I t<^d him, that 
I had heard fronpi many quarters how he wi» 
understood; that though I was satisfied that 
he said nothing but what was proper, yet, 
whatever was the general acceptation was 
worth attending tot I qontinued, that it was 
allowed on all hands, that he declared against 
the subsidies in general, but that he was for th^ 
present demand, as it was to be the last, and as 
lie had good reason to think, it would certainly 
attain the, end : that it was, by somebody, fast->, 
ened^upon him, who, rejecting all that others 
had said, declared that he voted for them, sin^y 
on the assurances given by him. Mr. Pelham 
replied, Who ? Pitt ? I said No 5 I thought ill 
was Mr. Fox, He repeated, in a Iqw voice^^ 
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Oh, Fox! with great. signs of uneMiness aad in%. 
discomppf ure^ and ia that situation I lef^^ ^'^ 

^ I received a letter fv^m Mr. Cr^et; that lier 9w 
l^oyal H^ness would see me this morniag* 
][ made haste to dre^ss^^and got to Kew bj half 
^n hour aftereleyen* I saw her I^yal Highness 
^ery. soop \ she, the Ladies Augu«[ta, Elizabeth 
and I , we^t out, and we \^al^ed without sitting 
down, for near three hours. We had much talk 
upon all manner of private subjects, serious and 
ludicrous. H^r behaviour wais open, frien^c^y, 
an4 ijns^fFpcted. She conmxanded me to .dine,' 
and tfi pass the aftejruoon witb her. When 
we came jn, we met Lfidy Middlesex, who had- 
sent me word she was to t)e there. We walked , 
in the ajCternoon. till, it was dark. As we came/ 
in, she said, that she had a petition from the. 
Prince, that we would play at comet, of which 
he was very fond. The party was the Princes, 
thePr|nce of Wales, Prince.Ed ward, the Ladies 
Augjista and Elizabeth, Ladies Middlesex and 
Charlotte Edwin, and myself. 

j ueceived an aqcount from^Bridgewatorthat, i u 
at the Mayor's feast, 'Mr. Balch, who wasf 
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ii5!2- fM^fcent, was declared candidate to stt(}cl!^ 
Oct. 11. ^f Poulett. I sent an abstract of the letter, 
with one of my own, to Mr. Pelham. 

ij. Saw Mf. Pelham, and spoke to hitn at>6nt 
this sadden eveftt at Bridgewaten M6 agreed 
that it was whc^lly Earl Pttulett'd fatdt, ifl nbt 
determining and recommending MtA^bbAf 
sooner. Heseemed tobe well enongh satisfied, 
from the character I' had given him of Mt: 
Baleh. 

15; The Princess having sent to desif^ ttl6 t6 
pass this da^r with her, I waited on her ac- 
cordingly between eleven and twelve. 1 saw 
her immediately} her Royal Highnessi, the 
children, and Lady Charlotte Edwin went 
walking tiB two, and then returned to prayers, 
fhnn thence to dinner. As soon as dinner trats 
o^er, shesenf forme, and we sat down td eotiiet. 
Ve rose from play about nine; the royal child- 
ren retired, and the Princess called me to tti€ 
farther end of the room, and the two fadie^ 
(Lady Charlotte Edwin and Lady Howe) ivhtf 
were to sup with her, remained at the other 
end. She began by saytng, that she liked the 
PHrice should, now and then, amuse himsetf 
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«4^ ^m^U i^f^yx }>ut that Princes should Mver 175a. 
pUy decip, both for the example^ and because ^^^' ^^ 
it did no^ become them to win great sumSf 
From thence, she told me, that it was highly 
imprqper^ the manner in which l^e Princess 
**m^ behaved at Bai^; diat . she played^ 
publicly, all the evening, very deep. I asked 
with whom? She said, with the Duke and 
Duphess oi B^dSoiA: that it was prodigio«U9 
what work she made with Lcurd Chesterfield; 
that, when his Lordship was at Court, she 
would hardly speak to him, at least,, as little a» 
was possible to a man of his rank; but that 
now, at 3ath^ she sent to inquire of his ccHxiing 
before he arrived; aad whisn he oame, she 
aent hi;r compliments of expecting him at all; 
her parties at pl^y ; and that he should alwaya 
si^ by h^y in ^ p«ib)ic rooifi^, . th»t hf. 9liglMi . 
he sure oS a w^rm . pla^» &c.; I.a^diher,: haw * 
the«^dempns|raAioi^Mri4) hi<9and^HeJB^fe4[d«>r 
Wi^re to be[ reprQ$tntied to.the King? . . S^e smcL 
she did not w^^dt^ittd it. Xh^t, Ahe J^i^ki^ Qf ; 
Bedfoid, whm he weiit out, treated . tbe^ |>uk^ * 
€^, New<:^tie veiy ill tOii^Kingvnot.onlyas 
topuj^iic^ but to priv^a^^imattefftwith rtBliit^^ 
to l4)rdGower; :butthat,s<imetimeaftefrwaid^: 
iathesuB6ucner, the'Dtiseof Bedford rdented;^ 
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1754. and d,sked an audience, when he' unfeaid great 
^^^' ^^- jpart of what hie had said before (and on' which 
account the King had been very much dis- 
pleased with the Duke of Newcastle), and at* 
tributed it to misinformation. I asked her, if 
that could be so ? 'She replied, she was sure 
of it, and kfiew it to be true. • I observed to her^ 
that, notwithstanding this, in the winter, his 
Grace (of Bedford) made a formal attack, and 
a very strong one too, in the House of Lords, 
against the Saxon' subsidy. * She ^aid, it was 
true, and that then the King was, again very 
angry, and told her that the Duke of Bedford 
did not know his own mind. She herself, in- 
deed, had no opinion of his judgement, but said, 
that he was governed by Lord Sandwich, of 
whom she did not think very well; that he had 
made the Duke resign,and that they were,bjcyth, 
-very much combined, and in intimate corre- 
spon<||pce with the Duke of Cumberland. 
How^ey managed with the King, she did hot' 
know, but she thought that they did not mean 
to act, at least, to any purpose noM*^: that ifieir 
views were upon the minority. '* I said that, in 
this light, it seemed highly imprudent in the^ 
Duke of Bedford to resign His office, which' 
office gave him a settled place in the council 
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tf^iifiSgericjr; She Ahswered,:iJt wbs very irue^ 1752. 
^^it Hras Loqrd SindwrichV domg-^-hoit thfitrskei ^^* ^^* 
#aa siatisfied the minority was thek poi&A of ac«) 
tion. I said, that it was necessary foi her Boyfi^ 
Hij^osess to look about her a little^ aiwl to se*; 
cfure^ frieods in whom-she doald^trusti^to^e^ 
tbatrjustite was done unto her in th«t evet|t/ 
TiAtf>nly.6somih9it quarter, but from idlqiMirters^ 
for she HHi^t. have obi^rvfed, that the present 
goi^rnment had takenthel^stcarej they coulcj, 
to secure themselves. She s^-id, . Yesi gopd 
folks! they had not neglected themselye^^ 
and she would act as I had hinted^ not on^ 
for her.own 8ake> but the sake of her ^opi wd 
of the nation. I said that, not kaovt^ing whyat 
part her Royal Highness would take[in the Re^ 
geney bill, I had preparedmyself fo oppose it; 
that I should have opposed it in a very different 
manner from those who meddled with it: that 
I would, have opposed it upon priiiciples that 
sboiild^iave made the'Kifig himself tveary of 
the bill, not as an opposition to his Majesty 
and his Ministers, but as a measure of his Mi* 
aisters to. secure their own power at the ex- 
pense,: and in the ditninUtion of the pbviferof 
tihe Crown: and 1 did believe, that virith the 
assistance I was sure of, I could liave huhg 

L 
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IT52. uponthebiU4iolbag>andhat«idiowi^itmmiGk 
^OcT. JiL }j^^^ ^^^ at laflit, the £jag should kaTe been 
otttof luuiioiir with it befioceit passed^ as I had 
reason 4o believe he was since* Xbat> how^ 
evev^'vAma Ifouikd that shetook thepaarty o€^-» 
quies^eitce, which upon constdeFation (thougii 
I thought 1 4$h<rald hardly haw had the pru- 
dence to advise the measure) I was thoroughly 
convinced was much the most wise and ad- 
viseaUe mode that could be taken; that, then^ 
I dropped aU show of opposition and did not go 
to the House, that I might not furnish a handle 
to render me obnoxious: that, with the «am6 
view in the late transaction between Mr. Pelham 
and me, I had made ten «teps to their one, so 
that if nothing came of it, they could not say^ 
that I W3S desirous to continue and.propagal^ 
resentments, &c. 

That, I thought, the persons, now in power, 
extremely proper for her to go on with ie 
case of a minoiity, ^anji all that I meant by 
mentioning the ^Regency bill, was to show, 
diat as they had. t^ken all proper pi^caotions 
for their own security, it might not be «mr 
reasonable that her Royal Highness shoaU 
keep a look-out, and secure such friends, wbo. 
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.though they acted with government, might 1762. 
.see^hat she had her due share of itj for that ^^'^^^ 
there was ;$uch a thing as being great, and at 
the same time ipconsiderable; that we might 
b& born the one, but must owe our consequence 
•to ourselves. That, however, nothing was to 
he done at present, but to sit still and watch 
events: that all was very well, that the King 
,was: very kind to the royal children, and very 
respectful to her, &c, 

^he said, that, in general, she had no ol^ec- 
iion to the Ministry — she, indeed, saw very 
iitme of th^n; but, what she eou}d not excuse 
them for or forgive, was their not doing some- 
thing tor the Prince's servants: that after so 
long a time and so many yacancies, taking no 
asotice^ofany onie of them, looked as if they 
had a studied.design tckeqp old prejudices and 
resentments alive: that she was sure, they 
might .as^st them if they would; that they 
might have prevailed on*liie King before now^ 
if they had set about it willingly: could they 
pretend, they could not prevail with him in be- 
half of persons who must, be: indifferent to the 
King,aiter what they had made.: him do for 
Bitt? 1 ceplied, that I agreed to all she s^id^ 

L2 
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1752. ^ith relation totheiriiifluenceoverhisMajesty, 
where reason was so evidently on their side, 
and I was the more flattered with it, because it 
was my own way of thinking, so much that, if 
nothing should come of what was in agitation 
between me and them, and they should con- 
tinue to hold up the King's personal indis- 
position towards me, I should impute it wholly 
to their want of inclination. She said that, 
notwithstanding what I had mentioned of the 
King*s kindness to the children and civility to 
her, those things did not impose upon her — 
that there were other things which she could 
not get over — she wished the King was less 
civil, and that he put less of their money into 
bis own pocket: that he got full 30,000/. per 
ann. by the poor Prince's death — if he would 
but have given them the duchy of Cornwall to 
have paid bis debts, it would have been some« 
thing. Should resentments be carried beyond 
the grave? Should the innocent sufier? Was 
it becoming so great a King to leave Us son's 
debts unpaid? and such incdnsidei^able debts? 
I asked her, what she thought they might 
amount to ? She answered, she had endeavoured 
fo know as near as a person could properly. in* 
quire, who, not having it in her power, couM 
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not pretend to pay them. She thought, that 1752. 
to the tradesmen and. servants they did not ^^^<^^' 
amount to 90,000/. that there was some money 
owing to the Earl of Scarborough^ and that 
there was, abrp^d^ a debt of about 70,000/, 
That this hurt her exceedingly, though she 
did not show it, I said that it- was impossible 
to ne>^*make people— the King could not, 
now, be altered, and that it added much to the 
prudence of her conduct, h^r taking no nptite 
of it 15he said, shecould not however bear it, 
nor help, sometimes, giving the King to un- 
derstand her^ in the i^trongest md most di^- 
^^i^eeable light. She had done it more than 
once, and she would tell me how it happened 
the last time. You know, continued she, that 
the Crown has a power of resumption of Carle- 
ton House and gardens for a certain sum: l^he 
King had) not long since, an inclinationi to see 
theiii> and he came to make me a visit there; 
we walked in the gardens, and he, seemingly 
mightily pleai^d with them, comn^ended them 
much and told me that ^e was extremely glad 
I had got so very pretty a place 1 I replied, it 
was sL pretty place; but that the prettiness of a 
place was an obiection to it, when one was not 
sure to keep' it. The King sa^d, th^t there 
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If 5^. was, indeed, a powet- of rti^tiittt)l5oii ih th# 
^'^' ^^- Crown for 4000A biit su^dy, I <56illd not iiha-^ 
gine that it could ever be madl^ lise df agaitiK^ 
me ! hoW could such d th6ugfct coiAeinto my 
head? I answered; No, it wiis hdt th*t wliic4^ 
I Was slfraid of, but I wds afraid' there! #ciM 
liiose who had a better right to it, tbati rftlief 
the Crown or I: H^ said. Oh, ilo', ftof, I do ti6l^ 
liiiderstand that; that tannot be. 1 tepli&S; T 
did not pretend to undei'^tand thbie thitigS, Mfl 
I was afraid thei^e were i^tifeh peopte. Me sinJli' 
Oh ! I kndw nothing of thiat*— I do iiot uildBN 
stand it — and ilntaiediately turned the dibCoulftftl' 
I was pleased with thfe iiygettuity of the a[ttdteltj^ 
but could not help smilifag at th6 deifenee, ftW 
she eit^r. When she told it. I iSiaid th^k:, t 
thought, she had done all that ctotitrf b6 ^JcpfefefP 
edj thslt prudence required Ifeftittg thH eM 
several 61iher matters sleep : that I was Ctoir^ 
vinced, that'the high and just bpinion p^Cipfe 
bdd of her, mad^ theih Wait Vi^itii pati^tiee^ 
She sairf, they Wer6 very gobd to hfer; tim 
(jrtov^e had no othdr way 6f thihfcittg, mOt 
Would, cftrlaiiily, a6t atcordJftgly; bttt yitj 
she durst not l6t any body haV^ th^ i6iiifdrtof 
ftnbwirtg if, lest they should put «very tMwg 
into a fla^e: trpoh which> she 6bsei*ved Itf Ittfe 
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ItedditHucj^ ami tieklislriieiA of ha^^siiuatidti; i7.$>?, 
I^then^tbokiheUtNeaty ta BAihei(, what ghe ^^^- ^^• 
tHosiigilt /die real liis^sition of the Prince t§ 
beF^-Sfae^^aid^ that I knew hi&i aimoM as Well 
aslshe did^ tfaat/Ue wan^ veiy honei^t, but i»h^ 
widied- tioA he wis ai liid» tttom fof Wal?d, c^ 
tenr ofaiIdi8)H at hui age: t&a«^sh^ h^^);^ hk 
l^i^ptttrs would miprov* Jiitn; : I l$egged to 
biitm ivthiit<iqieth^ ihey tbt^> whtft tkef 
nad tb>liitei^or nit3Utb<bmi read^> aMWh^eft 
h^ shbwed a^paffticdlar inclination t^ any of 
die pe€|»le nbcmt ' hittii Sbel midy she rbalJy 
dfduodivpeUkadwwhattbey t»^^ but; 

to'speak frcidy^ihewAd* aifmd n^'^m that 

tU^ wiere' int tb6 country and foilowed tb^rr 
dinraksionsyaisd ncft mttch ^Ise that she<M>uId 
^Siamwr-. l^ial^we masthdp^ itwduld b0b)^«eei?^ 
wbeit wii^ iQjiiiftid to ^towm I said^ tba« I did nod 
nmote regard boioks^ that what I the tsmt mnh* 
€«t mkky that his Bbyal HighiiesBr shmild beg^ 
tokam tile usages aiid kob wiedgeofdie world ^ 
be mlbt:hiedo£ d^ general frame aiid naitnro 
o£tk« gf)^>emni«it and ebhs«i«ution» and^^fihil 
g^efi^rdl course and maniier of buiftiiiesss wUtiouf 
hia dese^diiig mto nimiitias* She daid^ she 
was. of my'opiuioH) a»d that Stoive told her^ 
that> w^e»^ he talked to^ thePritice npm H^m 
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n52« subjects^ Jbe seenued .to giye :a ptopfx aiJbaktiQii 



Oct- 15- 



and made .pertinent remarks: that StQoe.nraft 
a. sensible man, and capable of ^instaiciki^ in 
thing9> as weU aa. in books:, that Lord. (Bur-f 
CQprJb, ahd.tbe Prince agreed. very weU» bnfc she 
tbougbt^.tbajt he^^could.not learn msich. ftont 
h\$ X^ord^hip.: that Seott^ in.Jier ppihicdii ms 
a^v^jy prefer pnsceptor : bat .that Sot the good 
^isbop^ih/e mi^ht.be>aQd$he;suppasfldhe.mu^ 
9..19igbity Ic^nlediman, but he did. noil; sben 
to jber ,verjr proper to convey kndMiledge tei 
chUdren; he.hadjKit that claaniess whidt she 
^bought meoessary : she did not Fery weUcoinr- 
prebend him herself, ysrthongfa^te^&edtoHbe . 
1(00 many fo:r.his.i«;ord5. That $he did not'oh* 
$grye,the Prince to take very, particularly to any 
body about: him> but to hia brother rEdivacd, 
andisbe.ivas: v^y glad of.it^for tbeiyxmngipeQ^ 
pie c^ qi&aiity; wereso ill educatMand ^oimcy 
?lcioii$,.thatthey.frightened ihen ; I told lier^ 
I thought it a great happiness^ that be showed 
iiodisposition to any great excesses^and begged 
to know what were his ^iffedaoasiaodpawions. 
She repeated that he was; a; very honest .boy> 
and that his chief passion. seemed to be for 
Edw^d. I said that, as her Royal Highness 
bad mentioned the negative which the Ministry 
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.seeMedito . cim|iflme 1^M>n the Prince's friends* 17:52. 
X presumed to ask her about the young Prince's ^^^ ^^' 
f£ktit¥m$ towards his father's memory; be^ 
caus(^he was, now, bred in a manner, and in 
|^tod$r so totlally unacquainted with the late 
Prinoej, and with those who had been about 
hiWf/thiM::h.e might tery easily be brought to, 
ftii^QlJtbem; which, J feared, at the first setting 
(Htt .it|life,woul4 gi^3 a very disadvantageous,, if 
noi; ^idaiigerous Jgpfipression of him : that trifles 
^rej^of c<H)$eque])pe in.the first outset (par* 
ticttl^rly>thoa€f ths^tretate to the heart) to Prin« 
pes, whoisj^ lightest actions engage theattention^ 
and. whose elfivs^ti^^ exposeil them to the coq* 
tinual; in$pePtion <^ mankind : that many good 
Ihwg^ la$^ . their gloss ^t le£^ jty untoward 
impresfipus : . that 1^ great deal of power might 
be: required to do things, where affection and 
l»mfi<jl«nQe. w^e Wftht^d* which a very little 
liiigbjfc.bruigabout, wheri? ^hey were once esta* 
b^sb^fii by i first and. favourable impressions. 
^h|i^> fer th^sje reasons, , I should be extremely 
pG^ry that his Koysd Highness should entirely 
foi*g^ those^ who had been £a.ithfully attached 
to bis father, as that att$^cbment was the only 
xe^isotn tli^t could be given, to justify the pro* 
A^dplton. which thfy now he under. She 
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1752. sutd^ that she agt«e^ wi«h mei that ikAliii^ 



Ofct.lJL 



cotild be itidrifi advatitaf iftoas dUd faurtAsd td 
hkh: that itf would affect ter t«iy ^Midbly) 
iftat ^he had no reiadon to a^pmhead ify tt the 
PHiice tteemed to have A v^ry teiidbf r^ard fev 
1^ ihemory of his fother^ and tfca« she en^ 
eouragedit as much as^ she could: tha4l when 
Hiey behaved wrong, or idly (as cfaildi^n wdll 
do) to any that bclortged to *fee late l^rimi^^ 
and who are now about lifei^ ; slM always 
aiiked th^m, how they thoughW 1^ei9 fttthev 
would h^ve liked to se<gtk«riib«hav6 soWany 
body that belonged to him, aiid't^^ioiH he 
rained; and that they o^»gbt to have tiie^tikM 
kindness for th^ni, becanee th^y hadi Idst thei^ 
Iriend andpf^«ec^r>Wh<vWBSithdiri^al]^o^;^ ^Md 
she sa/id, she Akind thttt it Itiade a* pv&pef' te^ 
^^sion npon them. I bambly^tti^gei^tliwt 
iht lirdald «ultivat6 e^ i^i^ve^ the ^eiMdal 
iMuenee, Which he^ ttiany vit^tues, as wt(»lt M 
natnral aiffection, gttve be^ over the' l^flcii't 
f ba?f I w&s sui*ey thi^, from her iniiiienee^ an^ 
the setttid opmiott <rf her ]Mrtfdence w4fh aH 
itoatikihd, all the dtsinterested and ^etl^iM^ 
^kmongst us, bope<l for a happy setfleefkMrt ^ 
the ne^ r^igft: that I did not Mv^aiA au- 
thoritatively B.tA dnnhg a legel itihioHty^ b«ft 
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sfeid eiFtlflife'aiia-iiwKriafioii had bifetight hiitf ^^' *^ 
thdH>d]^y id Weigh attA uh^f^tdald'Whftt thifel 
^•^rftfaenf «f ai gredi c^ifrtttiy wiS; ' Shfe ^i' 
]^^^li§d? Herself ci^mjr fi)f the i^gbrd 1 1«sti^«dl 
for her, and said she could have^ tid^itlg 9^ 
much at heart as to see him do well, and make - 
tJDrei nation hapi^. N. B; I have forgotten 
sQmethii)g Terjjpartiqular,.^vis;. Ip ^Kpiessii}^ 
h^l") didi^t to . the Princess . ^ . ,' - . a »pA the: 
Duke; ot C)umberlaa«l;ishe' said, that^.tbough^ 
she: did- no^ iT^^9 tho^ things^ nor fseem to 
see thjifm^ yet she cpuld not but wonder at.the 
very little regard which tiie^uke, was pleaded 
to show her. That she had been at Kew the 
whole summer, and be had never vouch- 
^«ld"V -feViuV her mHi bfl^; visit. That ' 
life ISif been iA foY tHr6^ Ivebks, litr much, 
^A(im, but i6- tiiat the town imports W'ere 
fliat %M 'W^ d';^tig J- mtt-lik R6yal fegli.' 
nes'^'flM^r'thotiglit hfei/'-w^drth seridiA^ after^ 
^*^'6'i"(lfe,'t6'kW6W ho V she ditl': she coft^i- 
nii,yrf, 'tha*t stie' was v'etf iikiififeifeiit fo tfn^s^ 
ihatftfefi h\it iifie C6idd n6t help ^6riderittg' 
tfh'&l^ tifcWs Wer6 dt the' bottoni of it. I came 
Bbiite "Bfett^fei^ti ten ahd el6ven, arid havebefeh 
the moty t^irticiilaf i'fe tltis idotiytt^t\6% be- 
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1752. cause it carries an air of friendship and open- 
' nesi^ which I no way expected from a great 
ladyi who has established a character for pru- 
dence in not opening herself much to any 
body* and of great caution to whom she: opens 
herself at all. 



17. I saw Lord Middlesex^ and. had a long talk 

with him in presence of Lady Middlesex ; and 
in the evening I sent him a draught of a letter 
from him to the Duke of Dorset, which he will 
not send, nor do any thing, I believe, forliim- 
self: if so, he will render it impossible for me 
to do any thing for him. 

.' - . ■ . ■ " . I . . * . 

22. I went to town with design to, j^o to^ <lte 
Prince's drawingrroom in - black, h^ip^ fad 
mourning for the Countess Templ^*^ After a 
little time, the Earl .of Hyndfof;d.wa3 sopblig* 
ing as to come and tell me, that he believed^ 
i had forgotten that they did not appear in 
mourning that day^ it being the coronatipp- 
day. So I was forced to slip. away. I spoke 
to the Solicitor General to consider, ^ow I 
was to open the transaction, between Mr. Pel-^ 
ham and me^ tp the Duke of Newcastle. , , 
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I received, my draught from Lord. Middle> 1752. 

Oct 20 

sex, with a letter in a good degree conform* ' ^ ' 
able to it, from him to the Duke of Dorset* 
Sent him a draught of another to his.mother, 
the Duchess* 



I dined with the Lord Mayor. No coun- Nov. 9. 
sellors, but those of the law, except the Speaker 
and myself. 

Called at the Duke of Dorset's, and deliver- ^*- 
ed a letter to him, and another for the Duchess, 
from Lord Middlesex. Much conversation to 
induce a relation, but could not obtain a de- 
claration of the conditions on which he would 
be reconciled. He objected to the usage he 
had received, in which he was too well ground- 
ed ; and next, to the incapacity he was under 
of paying his son's debts. I told him we were 
not come to that yet— ;I wished we were, as 1 
could point out means very easily, to show 
that those debts were not so formidable, &c.— 
I hinted spipe. We were how interrupted. 

The Kingxame to. town about five a^ clock. is. 

I called at the Speaker's^ and proposed, upon ig. 
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17^2. •mpposition he wob ta the chair of the new 
Nov. 19. Pa|.Jiamcnt, Dr. Sharpefor his chaplain. I re- 
xreived a geneoral BDSwer of regard for me^ and 
.estefimfor the Doctor. I think, I find that he 
will be Speaker, and I hope he will get ^oiae 
reversion for his son as an inducement for him. 

21- Went to the Duke of Newcastle, who i»- 
ceived me with very much kindness. I kissed 
the King's hand. 

^2* I waited oii the Princes3> and gave her a 
(full account of the tnani^ction about a recoi]^ 
ciliattion in the Dorset family. She: received 
it with great pleasure, and treated me with 
uncommon condescension. 

26. ;Mx>ns. Lamberti^ the French agent called 
on me. He insisted, that the King qiust go to 
Hanpver early inthe spring — ^thatthedection 
of a King of the JRomans was the thipg next 
his heartr~that, by the. Golden Bull, absolute 
unanimity of the Electoral . College, afr aiso of 
that of the Princes y was required — ^that, upion 
those condkioiis, and satisfackion to her allies 
(the Palatine and Prussia), France would not 
iq^pose it s but that she. would, without that 
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satis&otion^r— llmt the pecuniary satis&ction of t^^'^^^' 
1,200^000 florins, and the barony to the Pa-. ^^^* 
latine, was settled, but the expectation of Orr 
tenaw wad not^^^tfaajt, when Bavaria left France 
for the House of Austria, the recoxnpehfie was 
fined byithe treaty of Fussen ; that we engaged 
for the performance— that a private treaty 
was since signed by the Duke of Newcastle, 
Messrs. Munchausen and Haalang, by which 
we fufther engaged to mal^e it good — ^that the 
Sat^ar isKn subsidy was to be augmented*-thait 
of CologBe to be settled. I asked why ail 
these things might not be negotiated at iLon^ 
lion, »s jwell as ait Hanover : he replied, be^ 
cauise tiie Ministers^ who treated .those affairs 
there, did not come hHher — fiiat these were 
another sort of men, men Qf biu;siness and abi- 
lities) wholly bred for negotiations, and not for 
t)haraeter3 ami ^howr-rthat the German Princfis 
also sent thith^ their confidants and >Miniatens 
of State, .who never eame.to London as resir 
dent £nvoys-^th^ nothing 'fartb^r of .eifedt 
could be 4one> here,i this winter, in that ^matter, 
and l^hat all the negotiatioiis would bie with 
f ranoe^bout the limits in Aaie|*ica ; and, as ^io 
that, they :ha4 cart loads of memorials toi ex^ 
49bange qfvith* us, wlienever we .pleased. 
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1752. King's birth-day kept Lord Hillsborbiigb 
* began a conversation with me at Court. He 
thought there must be some disturbance arise' 
from the Pitt party : that, though they were 
so well placed, they were still uneasy : that 
they neither liked others, ndr were' liked by 
them. I said, I could not conceive that they 
would stir. He said. Yes ; for that Pitt*s pas* 
sioii was ambition, not avarice^that he was at 
a full stop, as things were, and could have no 
hopes of going farther: he was once popular; 
and if he could again make a disturbance, and 
get the country on his side, he then might 
haveliopes : now, and on the present system, 
he could have none. I replied, I thought 
they could not part with what they had, &c. 
&c. He said, they had the Temple pocket- 
that, to his knowledge, they were all as one, 
and would stand and fall witli' Pitt, as their 
head. ^ Ix>rd HiUsborough wondered that 
tiiey did not break out; he daily expected It^ 
I said that, in all likelihood, if such a scheme 
was on foot, his Lordship would know it as 
soon as any body ; for he must be sensible^ 
that it was impossible for them to attempt it^ 
without holding out a hand to people, to ex* 
tend and fortify their own connexions, iSc'e* 
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He said, to be sure, but not to him— :that th^ 1752:\ 
kn,ew his opinions too well 3 that, ^en they ^'^'^' 
broke frpm me, he followed me ; that he nevef 
was more than commonly acquainted with 
Titt; that Pitt l^ad once dined at his house, 
and they might visit perhaps once in H win- 
ter J that his Lordship lovecj George Grenville 
. personally, but ho wiays espoused his poliljics : 
that, for himself indeed, his alliance with Lord 
Kildare naturally led him to Mr. Fox, and that 
he was much more likely to succeed than 
Pitt; that the Pitts could not. be quiet, but 
had been dabbling with the Prince, and that 
their plans were prevented by the Prince's ^ 
death, as to be sure, I knew, and Mr. Pelham 
knew : therefore they must bp disagreeable to 
each other, and they could have no hopes o£ 
rising by him. That Mr. Fox had something 
very frank and open about him, and that he 
resolved to push for his turn— not by ppposi- 
tion, for he had a family, and could not aiOFprd. 
to part with his emoluments ;' but, if accidents 
should hippen, he pretended to. succeed; 
that, indeed, Mr. Pelhaui^slife \Nfas as good 
as his^ and he would not oppose him;, but - 
that he should endeavour to. be next, and 
would consider himself as such. I asked, 

M 
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vrsf. whether he held out his hand, &c. His 
'^^^^^^ Lordship said. Yes, to all the world; that it 
was pnodigious how many friends he had 
made. He had got the Duke of Cumber* 
land, the Dukes of Marlborough and Bed- 
ford, Lord Sandwich, and the Duke of Rich* 
mond of course. That he was very well with 
Lord Hallifax, who seemed to trim> as near 
as he could, between Mr. Pelham and him, 
and that now he was endeavouring to get 
Lord Hartington. That, if Mr. Pelham was 
out of the way, he thought that the Duke rf 
Newcastle did not like Fox personally, nor 
did the Chancellor. As to Pitt, the King 
himself would be against him. But, said he, 
I think you are not acquainted with Fox. I 
replied, that I had always known him, and 
always liked him very well, but had not con- 
versed much with him of late. He said, he 
wondered at it, and what should be the reason 
of it ? I said, that I fancied it was occasioned 
by the other side, for though I liked Mr. Fox 
very well, it was possible he might not much 
like me. He said, he could not believe it. I 
said, some lies might probably be told him, 
but that I had never deserved ill of him; if it 
was $0, his opinion of me must be, and ought 
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to he, extremely indifferent to me. He said» 1751?- 
he had never heard any thing drop from him 
of that kind> and if he had any dislike to jne^ 
it must be from my pushing Sir Robert Wat* 
pole» for Fox really loved that mauv I said; 
aurely my breaking with Sir Robert Walpole 
was nothing personal to him; I did it pub^ : 
licly, at the expense of a considerable emr 
ployment^ and what Mr. Fox thought of it 
wa^s, what never did^ nor ever could^ give uiie 
any the least concern. Then the convensa* 
tion became fbneral^ the beginning of which 
I thought very singular. 

1 went to the Duke of Dorset^ and ob^ gg. 
tained of him^ that he wo^ld willingly see 
Lord Middlesex, on condition that he would 
form no pretension to have his debts paid/ or 
to a seat in Parliament, or to ^ place. I took 
ihis down in writing; but I doubt Lord Mid* 
djlesex will not go : if he does, and resolves to 
continue to use all his advantages, he will 
succeed. But it must be the work of time, 
perseverance, and insinuation. 

I delivered the Duke of Dorset's message to 30, • 
Lord Middlesex^ and gave him an account of 
M 2 
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1752. the conversation ; I then said what I thought 
^^- ^^- was proper. 



Dec. 5. Lord Harcourt resigned being Governor to 
the Ptdhce. He offered to do so, unless Mr. 
Stone (placed as Sub*governor by the Mini- 
sters), Mr. Scott, tutor in the late Prince's 
time (but recommended by Lord Bolingr 
broke), and Mr. Cresset, made treasurer by 
the Princess's recommendation, were removed. 
The King desired him to consider of it; but 
Lord Harcourt continuing in th^ same resolu- 
tion, the Archbishop and Lord Chancellor 
were sent to him, to know the particulars of 
his complaints against those gentlemen. He 
replied that the particulars were fit only to be 
communicated to the King, and accordingly 
he waited on his Majesty, which ended in his 
resignation. The Bishop of Norwich sent his 
resignation by the same Prelate and Lord. 
His reasons, if he gave any, I should have 
known, if a gentleman, who wa§ going to tell 
me, had riot been interrupted by company • 

^ The Duke of Dorset came to tell me that 

Lord Middlesex had written to the Duchess 

'. for leave to wait on her, and that she had ap- 
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pointed to-naorrow morning. I hopeall will, S^^^' * 
in tihie, end well. 

Lord Middlesex informed me that he had ^• 
seen the Duke and Duchess of Dorset; that 
he was very coldly received by the Duchess, 
and not much better by them both together. 
This is very injudicious in their Graces, but 
his Lordship must persevere. 

Mr. Pelham sent. for Gary, the surgeon, on 12. 
pretence of the Westminster election, but, in 
reality, to question him about a letter which 
he had written to Mr. Vane, and which Mr. 
Vane had sent to Mr. Pelham, who inter- 
preted it to insinuate, that I was out of humour 
because nothing was settled or said to me. 
Mr. Pelham said, I must know how much 
this squabble with Lord HarcQurt had en« 
grossed their whole time and thought, and ' 
in a disagreeable manner. That they could 
not be thratving at the King every day; that 
he had the greatest kindness and esteem for 
me, and that a proper person should shortly . 
speak to me. 

Went to the Duke of Dorset, and, I think, 17. 
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^^2. . left him disposed to receive his son kindly. • I 
saw Lord Middlesex, who, I hope, will make 
a proper use of all opportanities. 

18. Lord Waldegrave declared Governor to the 

Prince, and on the SOth, was sworn of the 
council. 



224 Was with the Duke of Dorset. We talked 
over the affair of the Prince's family, and 
agreed that there must be a counter story of 
the court side, or the resigners would run 
away with the public opinion. I left him, 
stiU, well disposed to his son. 

29* I waited on the Princesis : she was pleased 
to send the royal children to prayers, and to 
stay with me. I resolved to avoid mentioning 
all public affairs, on account of the dis- 
turbances, now fresh, in the Prince of Wales's 
&mily ; and therefore, I began by acquainting 
her with what had passed, relating to the re- 
conciliation in the Dorset family, since I had 
seen her Royal Highness. She said, she was 
afraid it would be hard* to complete it so, as 
to answer Lord Middlesex's ends entirely; 
and she se^smed to be of opinion^ that, though 
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Lady Middlesex was no ways in fautt, and 1752^ 
though neither the Duke nor the Duchess had *^* ^' 
dropped the least word ahout her; and though 
Ix>rd George had been with Lady Middlesex 
twice, in the same house with her, and never 
once saw, or asked after her, yet she was in- 
clined to think, that Lady Middlesex should 
go to wait on the Duchess. I was glad to 
learn her opinion, for I wanted to know it 
I replied, that there were oddnesses about 
them, which were peculiar to that family, and 
I had often told them so. She said, there 
was something very odd amongst them, and, 
laughing, added, that she knew but one 
family that was more odd, and she would not 
name that family for the world. I said, it 
did not become me to guess at her Royal 
Highness; but if it did, I was sure I could 
not guess it in a hundred years. She laughed 
and said, dpropos, there has been fine doings 
in our family ; a very fine bustle indeed ! I 
am glad we are rid of them. I ^aid, it had 
indeed occasioned a great deal of talk. She 
replied^ she was quite weary of hearing it; 
that there was such an outcry at two people's 
leaving them, as if they were the most consi- 
derable men in the nation; and who occa- 
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1752. sioned as much wonder and outcry, two year* 
*^' ' . ago^ when they came to themi on account of 
their being too unknown to come thither; 
that she J^new nothing of the. Jacobitism, the 
arbitrary principles, the dangerous notions of 
those who were accused, or any siicli, at- 
tempted to be instilled into the children; that 
she could- not conceive what they meant; 
tha,t the Bishop^ indeed, was teaching them 
logic, which, as she was told, was a very odd 
study for children of their age, not to say, of 
their condition. I said that, whatever they 
meant, they both must often, before things 
came to these extremities, have applied to her 
Royal Highness, and have laid before her 
some QStensible reasons, at least, for a ground 
for their resolution to resign, when the King . 
returned. She replied, never :-rthat she knew 
nothing of their intention, tillLord Harcourt 
had been with the King; that the &ishop had, 
several times, given her an account of the 
progress the children made ; that he behaved 
in the most flattering and servile manner, in 
the accounts he gave : and then he often in- 
sinuated, that there were those about the 
Prince, who encouraged his Royal Highness 
against him, &c.— that she told him, as tjie 
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truth was, that she was entirely innocent of 17^2. 
any such practices herself, and did not know ^^' ^^" 
of any body who could be accused of it ; and 
particularly, could not perceive by the child- 
ren, when they were with her, that any ill 
offices had been done him; that the last time, 
the Bishop had been with her, he complained 
more strongly of being disregarded; he begged 
her protection, showing the great necessity of 
a preceptor's being respected and supported, 
&c. * Upon which she told him, that she al- 
ways inculcated in the children to show him 
grfsat respect, and was very far from endea- 
vouring, or even wishing, that it should be 
lessened : and this, says she, not for love of 
you, my Lord, but because it is fitting and 
necessary; for if they are suffered to want 
respect that is due to one degree, they will 
pro'ceeij to want it to another ; till, at last, it 
would come up to mCj and I should then have 
taught them to disregard me. Tbisi she said, 
was the last conversation she- had with the 
Bishop. I asked her, if she could remember 
when it was : she answered, she thought about 
the end of September, or soon in October, 
That, as to Lord Harcourt, he never took the 
least notice of her; that she had hardly seen 
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1755?. him, three times, the whole summer, though 
'^^ ^*' they lived so near together at Kew : that, when 
he came for the Prince, so far from sending 
in to her, he would stay in the hall; and 
though pressed to it by the servants, he would 
not come into the picture-room, where we 
always sat, when she was above, till she came 
to us or sent for us up. I asked, if he always 
fetched the Prince home : she said. Yes ; at a 
certain hour. I said, I had heard so, and did, 
indeed, a little wonder in myself, that I had 
never seen Lord Harcourt, when I had the 
honour to play at cards with their Royal 
Highnesses in private ; for as the game could 
not be up to a moment, I thought it natural 
his Lordship should let his Royal Highness 
know that he was below; and I presumed 
she would, as naturally, send for him up : she 
8aid> to be sure she should; and I might well 
wonden But so far from that, he never came 
near her : that he had been twice this year in 
Oxfordshire, and that she never knew when 
he went, or when he returned : I then said, 
that I could not conceive, according to the 
common form of things, even though his re- 
solution might be taken, how it was possible 
that he could avoid waiting upon her, to lay 
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^ome reasons before her Royal Highness^ by ' 1752. 
way of expostulation or apology , before the ^^c-^'- 
King came hopie; she said, he never did^ 
nothing, like it: that, since his return from 
Oxfordshire, the very first time she saw him, 
Wfts at the foot of the stairs at St. James's, the 
night the King came (Nov. 18); that the next 
time, was the birth-day {27th) in the private 
rooms; that he endeavoured to avoid her, but 
she got between the door and him, and took 
him by the coat, and said, he was very fine : 
he said. Madam, it is all the manufacture of 
Spitalfields, and so walked off. That, the 
Tuesday before, he had been with the King, 
to represent that her children were in the 
way of imbibing dangerous notions^ &c. 
That he had no authority, and could do no 
good^ unless Stone, Cresset, and Scott were 
dismissed; that they were Jacobites, &c. and 
had been bred so, they and their families. I 
said, this charge upon their families and edu- 
cation inade me smile ; for that, though I had 
a personal regard for Lord Harcourt, and did 
steadfastly believe, that he wa« as faithful a 
servant and subject, as any the present family 
on the Throne had : yet I was sorry to say, 
that I remembered his predecessor, following 
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1752. the Oxford Circuit, a very poor, but reckoned 
'a very shrewd lawyer; which shrewdness in 
the poor professor, as he rose, had justice 
done it, and was called genius and abilities as 
it really was j for he was very able, very skil^ 
fnl, and more. eminent by his talents and ca« 
pacity than by his post. But, till the last 
years of his life, he was always esteemed a 
thorough Jacobite; he even stands impeached 
upon these principles, and though not pro- 
ceeded against^ he is excepted in several acts 
of grace. That I was sure. Lord Harcourt 
abhorred those principles, and would, with 
cheerfulness^ risk every thing for this royal 
fan^ily; but I thought it strange that people 
should not allow conversion to be as natural 
and sincere in other families, as we had hap- 
pily experienced it in his ; and that, upon the 
whole, I could not imagine what they meant 
by this whole transaction, as to the matter, 
and yet less^ as to the manner. She said> that, 
however it was, the King was very well pleased 
with them; but that she could easily guess 
what they meant, I said, that now I was 
serious in assuring her Royal Highness that I 
could not guess. She replied, one might 
guess by their falling upon Mr. Cresset, wh^ 
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tljan I had; ,that tbieyhad a, design to get his ®^^' ^* 
place for anothei;,.s(nd ^he ithprrghit it was for 
I^rd Tsdbot's brother; bull; as th^ King took 
)ier recommendation^ 3iow Cresiset wiasi to be 
brought into the quarrel; that. these, geatlew 
.mien were leagued with some greater people^ 
whom she need not; nam^ tQ; nie, ; to get the 
Priaee tp their side ; jand then, by. their beha- 
viour, to throw her, off: from her temper,; arid 
so make their complaints to thie l&ing stronger, 
and then to make. her disoblige hi^ Majesty, 
in defending the accused; ijiot doubting, if 
they could piice force ,her into ahy indisereet 
warmth,, ^to make w;pl3^usible a story to the 
King, as might compass their; design ; which 
is, to carry tl^ Prince into thqse other handd 
at last, bjr taking him from the people' novU 
about \hifn» ftnd by degrees,, consequfeatly, 
from hjer. . . fTjii;^ l^iling, -behold the iiext 
step— the JBishpp [icomes to take his leave of 
me, an(}, with abundance of fawning and 
flattery^ thanks me for all my goodness to 
him^ -anid al) the regard I had been pleased to^ 
show him, &c. when he was in thp family; 
hoping that I would .believe, that* lie left it 
like an hpnest man. I replied, continued shey 
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175Z that^ for the regard I had shown him, or any 
^^^ sehrices I had done him, he owed me no 
obligation; it was no more than was his due, 
and what I should always pay to any body» 
whom the King was pleased to put about my 
children in the same station — that as to the 
motives of his leaving the family, as I was not 
acquainted with them, I could say nothing 
about them. Then, said she, comes my Lord 
of Harcqurt, and he, in a drier way than the 
Bishop, takes his leave, by thanking me for 
the favours and support he had' received from 
me while he was in the family: and in return, 
I thanked his Lordship for the constant care 
and attendance he had bestowed upon my 
sons. I replied to her Royal Highness, that 
I was surprised at the whole before, by what 
I had heard from the public talk ; but that, 
now, I was astonished. She said, she thought 
she had some little reason to take it ill, that 
such grievous complaints should be made of 
managements about her son, without giving 
her the least previous intimation bf them; 
that Lord Harcourt complained strongly to 
the King of dangerous notions, arid arbitrary 
principles being instilled into the Prince ; and 
that he could be bf no use, unless the instillers 
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of that doctrine^ Stone, Cresset, and Scott, 1752. 
were dismissed. That, as he named no par- ^"^ ^^ 
ticulars, the King had sent the Archbishop 
and the Chancellor to command Lord Har- 
court to acquaint them with the particulars ; 
that his Lordship's ^answer was, that the par* 
ticulars were fit only to be communicated to 
the King, and that he would wait on his Ma* 
jesty with them. (All this I knew before.) 
That he did so, and that she had since talked 
with the King, and his Majesty told her, that 
Lord Harcourt had only run over the same 
general topics again, without entering into 
any particulars at all: that the King had 
assured her of this, and she believed, he had 
told her the truth. But, continued she, they 
have missed their ends, for the King was in 
very good humour with her and the children, 
and imputed nothing to them in this whole 
transaction. I said, that I was extremely 
pleased her Royal Highness had not been 
thrown off her temper by this behaviour, con- 
sidering how offensive it was, how deep it was 
laid, and who were at the bottom of it ; for 
that I, particularly, and, I believed, all good 
men placed their chief hopes in the Prince's 
continuing in her hands and under her direc^ 
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1752. tion, and iii presemng that infltience over 
£c. 2B- j^^^ which was justly due to her, as well from 
her prudence, as from nature— she replied, 
they would not find it easy to make her lose 
. her temper. I tc^d her of an anon3rmous 
letter sent to Dr. Newton, a populaY preacher, 
of St. George's, setting forth the dangerous 
way the Prince's education was left in, and, 
after touching on the Doctor's popularity^ 
concluding by putting it to him as a duty to 
take notice of it in. the piilpiti ^e bad not 
l]^ard of it, and seemed at a loss to guess what 
it meant. I said, the only meaning I could 
give it was, though perhaps with too much 
refinement, that they had or would write 
anonymous letters to the same purpose, to 
forty or fifty of the London clergy; in hopes 
that; among so many, one hot-headed fellow 
might be found, who would take fire at it, 
and endeavour to distinguish himself by trying 
to raise a flame about iti But I did hot think 
proper to tell her Royal Highness of another 
anonymous letter, which was sent to General 
Hawley, on Wednesday the 2Qth inst. which, 
when it was ^opened, contained nothing to 
him, but was a sort of a representation or 
remonstrance to the King from the Whig no- 
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liiltty atid g^itly } setting forth (as mhy he ^^ 
seen in my p^>ers No. 9) their great concern 
mad ap p re h ensions for the Prince's edncation 
from the kands in which he now is; theif 
4is3atisfiftction at the maimer, in which th^ 
power of the crown was lodged ; that, indeed^ 
some of those who, by their offices^ were 
called Ministers, and ought to be so, were 
sometimes tumbled and tossed about, but that 
there was a permanence of power placed in 
three men, whom they looked upon as dan- 
gerous ; and that these men entirely trusty, 
and were governed by two others; one of 
whom had the absolute direction of the Prince, 
and was of a Tory family, and bred in arbi- 
trary principles; and the other, who was bred 
a professed Jacobite of a declared Jacobite 
fiuriily, and whose brother, now at Rome, was 
a^favourite of the Pretender, and even his Se- 
cretary of State. In short, the corollary was, 
that Murray. (Sdipitor* General) and Stone, 
governed this country. This letter was sent 
toiGeneral Hawley with an intent, no doubt, 
that he should immediately carry it to the 
Duke,' that bis Royal Highness might lay |t 
before/ the King, apd make what first im- 
ptesfiicms he could. Whetherthe General did 

N 
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n.^fi. 90> I doa't kndw^ but I do not nmp^ct him of 
* lo mttck fineaBe ; but wh«t is certeui» is^ that 
lie wnt it Of carried it to the Secretary of 
Stele, who laid it beft>re the King. What 
wta the effect, I can't tdil ; but I know they 
were very iMich intrigued to find oat whence 
it came, and who was the author. 

1753. Mr. Futneae Called on me, and from a €on« 
rertetion with the Solicitor General, brings 



new iM*oo6 of the King's indisposition towards 
ihe. 

9. The Bishop of Peterborough madfe PreM^t** 

or to the Prince of Wales, 

20. I had a long conversation with Mr. Vane 
about our negociation with the court, and he 
seaned to think it much for their interest to 
agree with us. Heexpressed great apprd!eii« 
sieos <>{ the D^ke and his piiriy • 

25. . The Prinoess^^aeat fcur ne^I found her with 
tbe Ladies Augusta and Eltaabeth^^^we began 
with tidking of the reconciiiaticm in the Ddrset 
fiunily: from that, she spoke of the Prussiail 
feemorki, of which I g*ve her my sfeatiaMntSt 
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tirfaicli ^ferei diat it Wfts» no dmibt, me&Ql to be i7J5^ 
jt^ offeMi ve, not only ia nuutten but m mau^ *^^' ^^ 
tteit i for l^ait^ ttiroagh the whaler there is 00 
mentiofi made of the King« but the r eprese^^ 
tGMfcion 16 made to the naitioti and to lAie Mi* 
nistry^ wki^h I thought highlj ifidecentM.sfae 
neplied^ she thought it pefpleittd tbena^ Very 
imtch---I Midi it must do so, from thediActtky 
of finding 4 way to resent the affrimt Sim 
tMii if w6 did resent it, <that Hanovi^r wAS 
opeHi and Uie King of Prussia ooilkl: do vrh«^ 
he pleased wttf it, as easily as I oocdd coine 
mto the garden where we trere, from a^-ter^ 
raeie^ I replied, he had taken an iinpnidetit 
dctsteion to insult the King, because the pte^ 
sent quari^d was upon a point purely Eti^i^ 
lii^hout the least miKtwrre «of Gena^an^ aitel 
ooidd noS be reacted on, the Ekctoraite withf* 
Mt aluTAiing every Prince in Oemiuny . That 
the^King ot Prussia must know, that thp Houw 
«f AuMria Watohed with impatlmioe to fecdtur 
SUftiii : that he was less a matdi for Yi^Mi, 
than Hanover wais for him^ thi^ I kn^w, he 
wanted a war, beeaase he Mit his eounttjr sink^* 
4tig under tifie minfirb^ of trdops, Whioh be kef« 
Tft iC, in tilne of peaee. Thai 1 did xnffb think 
Tmnee was in aeendttion, er inthe4tspo9iti0ti 
N2 
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1753: tor esAjer into a war immediately, and, if he utras 



jAII.2i^ 



Hot very sure France would, that he played 
Tery deep dnd very dangerously indeed* This^ 
part, as well as the rest, of the conversation 
which was long, being carried on in the cold 
air^the Princess mufBed up, eind mostly speak- 
ing low that the children might not hear if; 
I shall choose to throw the principal parts to* 
gether, as shortly and as clearly as I can, 
though not (exactly in the order they were^ 
spoken, but as much in the words as I can re- 
eollect — the Duchess of DevoMhire's assem- 
bly, of last McMnday, was mentioned $ from 
thence Mr^ James Pelham's of last night, 
which was professedly for hazard, and for the 
Ministry and Court. She expressed great dis« 
like at playing publicly at forbidden gam» : 
«he spoke, reafsonably and warmly, of the ill- 
.example and encouragement it gave to all sorts 
<>f. dissipation, .&c. &c. I agreed with her, 
and mentioned the precautions, which Lord 
treasurer Godolphin. used, to conceal his pas* 
sibn £>fplay^ though he practised it to the 
last : (but added, to change the discourse) that 
it wa« but oi^ce a year, at a relation's house > 
that' they had little to doj. for all Parliament 
opposition was over i no body attended^ and 
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thetefom it was natural that they should -amuae "53. 

Jan. 25* 

themselves a little. She said. Yes, all seemed 
to be quiet now> but how long would it con- 
tinue so ? they never were in so ticklish a si- 
tuation, as at present : that they were frightr 
ened three years ago, but with very little or no 
reason ; that now they had reason ; they must, 
know it and feel it, and she was amazed they 
did not look out for assistance, and friends 
whom they could depend upon, but that their 
cowardice would be their ruin. I said, I won- 
dered at it too, that their own real friends and 
dependants were very much narrowed ; but,^t 
the same time, she would please to consider! 
that it was not easy for them to make new can-, 
nexions; for people ofrank and real efficiency^ 
who were unengaged and truly neuters, were 
but few 5 and against almost every one of those 
few, either from false representations or ca- 
price, the King had taken prejudices, which 
the Ministers did not care, or did not dare to 
combat, which, I supposed, was the occasion 
of their not strengthening themselves. She 
said, with great warmth, that^ when they 
talked to her of the King, she lost all patience, 
&r she knew it was nothing: jthat^ in these 
great points, she reckoned the King ih> more 
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1753. thftti one of the trees we walked by (or some* 
* ^* * thing more inconsiderable, which she nnmed)^ 
font that it was their pnsillanimity which wtmM 
make an end of them. I said, that it* was, in<- 
deed, surprising ; and if they were wiUiHg to 
accept of assistance, which I was confident 
thOy really wanted, and would not, I was much 
concerned for them : because, to be sure, in 
great things the King must comply with what 
was reasonable. For instance. Madam, to put 
a Lady of your Bedchamber, or a Groom of 
the Stole, about your Royal Highness, with 
whom you must live 5 or your Private Trea- 
surer, who must enter into all your little do- 
mestic, personal details, I ought to consult 
your inclinations, nay, even your caprice: 
but to recommend one of your Receivers in 
Cornwall, your interest and the facility of your 
service ought only to be considered, and you 
ought not to be indulged in rejecting him, by 
having taken unfavourable impressions against 
him, because it would render your service im«^ 
practicable ; and all, so rejected, must bdleve 
tiiat I never meant to serve them, or that I had 
no interest with you, and should not, long, be 
able to support myself. She said, it was most 
certainly so, the King was nothing in these 
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^«gi} «liieir^ body would dr^p from tbeo^, ^"^^^^ 
am by one^ on account of their own. cowari^^c^. ^' ^ -' 
J toM h«r thM> siif ely, she biul a right to insist 
Hfioa their acting otherwise, copaideriRg thp 
l^e»t support sbe had given them in the lata 
tk^sh, family traasaction« l^be said, she had 
done them servioa ; but it »ignifled nothings if 
they would not help themselves. I replied^ it 
was great pleasure tome, tf^ find that her Royal 
Highness £E|vq^red those gentlemen ; heeaui^, 
for my own piart, I really hJ^ed and e^e^fped 
them, maoh mor^ than any, who might proba- 
bly, and who were, now, endeavouring to, suc- 
ceed them i and because I was desirous to live 
with> and support them : that I knew nothing 
of particulars^ but that I spoke the language 
qf the town, in saying, that she had very 
greatly and usefully espoused their cause, and, 
therefore, that she ought to have great weight 
with them. She said, she was afraid the town 
said more of it^ than she desired ; that the 
truth wa9, it was certainly hers, and her f^ 
mily 's business, to keep well with the King, and 
consequently to countenance those Ministers 
ha employed, and she had done so; but she 
did not understand that she was boupd to them 
89> as to be m their hands, I replied, that this 
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1755. was the difficulty, and that it was hnrd to avbi4 
Jan. 25. falling into the hands of either one side or the 
other ; it was a ticklish situation : and here I 
stopped, ^le said, she had helped them, and 
was astonished at their cowardice, in not imak- 
ing new friends. What ground did they stand 
' upon? Could they doubt, but that her goad 
brother and sister were, the whole day long, 
doing them all imaginable mischief at St. 
James's? That, while they were lessening 
every favourable thing, they were heightening 
and exaggerating every unfavourable one ? 
The Duke of Bedford stirring Heaven and 
Earth in the country; opening his house and 
courting every body in town ? What would 
become of them ? Every body would leave 
them by degrees, on account of their pusiUani- 
mity. I said, I was very sorry for their inac- 
tion, for that her Royal Highness would please 
to observe that, to people, who by their situ- 
ation are thrown into politics ; action, in that 
<:ase, is what life is to the body : we cannot 
cease to live for a time, and then, take up life 
again: so in politics, we must act in some 
way or another, and we cannot cease. action 
for a time, and then take it up again. That 
I wished the present Ministry unfeignedly 
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Veil, and was desirbus to employ all my ere- n53. 
dit and friends in their service; that/ besides^ 
my friends and their interest, I would un- 
dertake to choose five members for them, 
without putting them to a shilling expense, 
or desiring them to make a tide-waiter : that 
I thought much, if not their all, dependecf on 
a new Parliament, and I was willing to give 
them my poor assistance, as her Royal High- 
ness had espoused their cause ; and as I was, 
in my opinion and inclination, made more 
prepossessed in their favour, than for any 
bodj, who was in any likelihood to succeed 
them. Here ended all that was material. I 
am at a loss to guess, why this great lady 
presses conversations of this nature upon me ; 
I neither attempt, nor deserve her confidence, 
nor am I so low, as to be fond of half-confi- 
dences. I think she must become nothing, 
by either siding with the Ministry or the 
Duke. A third party, of her own, is her 
only resource in case of a minority, but where 
she will find that party, may be difiicult; 
and whether she will find resolution to at- 
tempt it or to support it, may still be more 
dijfficult. It may, possibly, be her wisest 
party, and, probably, the party she has or 
will shortly take, to take hands privately with 



Digitized by 



Google 



1753. t^ I>iike of CumherbMPd, andt iMtigatod 
Jan. M. j^^ ^y^ timidity of the Mim»ter$» agree mA 
bim and repeal the Regenqy biUj and bis tlms 
sole regent ia (^pearaoce, aod he ia effect. 
Thia I think certaiD» th»t» if they do not im- 
madiately reooaYQ tibe Duke from the anay, 
and with ecl^t» he will overpower both her 
and the Miniitry, who will probably think of 
Juggling when it is too late, bnt who wiH 
not, I think* dare to strike when it might be 
easy and decisive, 

Feb. 1. I went to the House to vote for the liberty 
to import Champaign in bottles. Lord Hills- 
borough moved it y Mr. Fox seconded it. We 
lost the question — ayes 74, noes 14 1. 

3^ I waited on the Princess and saw her alone. 

I entertained her with town talk, and plea- 
gantries that bad passed where I dined. She 
began, at cmce, by sapng she had good news 
to tell me • that they were jery happy in their 
femily ; that the new Bishop gave great satis* 
faction; that he seemed to take great care, 
and in a ^opev manner : and that the child* 
ven took to him, and seem^ mightily pleaMnriF. 
I said I was very glad that all their Royal 
Highnesses were pleased with the Bishop, 
whom I did not know by sight ; but that sh^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



18T 

wcmid give im teftre fo hope, that ihi^y were \n$. 
^l v«ry well pleaded with the ijew G<wenu>r ^*»**- 
also^ who was my xe^y good fnend^ and iet 
whom I had a very great regard. She re|iiKad» 
yes^ indeed > tiial she was but little acqaamted 
with him, but, from all she saw, ahe had a 
Tery good opinion of him ^ that he was very 
well bred, very complaisant, and attentive^ 
^e. and the children liked hiiu extremely; 
but, says she, I look upon a Governor as a 
sort of pageant, a man of quality for $hoW| 
&c. I stick to the learning as the chief 
point: you know how backward they were, 
when we were together, and I am sure, you 
don't think them much improved since. It 
may be, that it is not, yet, too late to acquire 
a competence, and that is what I am most 
solicitous about; and if this man, by his 
manner, should hit upon the means of giving 
them that, I shall be mightily pleased. The 
Bishop of Norwich was so confused, that one 
Q&M never tell what he meant, and the child^ 
rem were not at all pleased with him. I' said, 
Aoii the whole transaction was a very odd 
thing, that, certainly, there must he some 
bottom to it, which we at a distance^ could 
not disqern* She replied, she thought so; 
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1755. that the stories about the history of the Pere 
• d*Orleans were false: the only little dispute, 
between the Bishop and Prince Edward, was 
about le Pere Perefix's history of Henry the 
IVth, and that was nothing at all to prodpce 
such consequences. That there must be. po- 
litics at the bottom; that there was a story of 
the Bishop's having said, that Murray, (the 
Solicitor General), when he was first appointed, 
toW him that Lord Harcourt was only a cy- 
pher; that) as he (the Bishop) had parts and 
abilities, he might easily get the whole into 
his own hands, and at the same time advised 
him not to omit so fair an opportunity ; that 
she believed it was a lie, but if it was true, the 
Bishop must be a bad man to betray the pri- 
vate advice of a friend. I said, I was most 
confident it was false : that Mr. Murray had 
too much sense to meddle at all, with what 
did not belong to him ; but if he had done 
it (which I could never believe) I was sure it 
could only be in favour of his friend. Stone, 
with whom he was closely connected : that I 
looked upon Mr. Murray to be a very eminent 
man, and much the most able and efficient of 
all those, tvho were openly and honourably 
attached to the Ministry. She said, it was 
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very likely 5 she thought they had very few \i5$: 
friends^ and wondexed' at their not g^tingi ^***^^ 
more^ and that it was their cowardice only 
which hundered them : that> if they talked of 
the King> she was out of patience -, it was a$*: 
if they should tell her^ that her little Harry 
below would not do what ^^as proper foj* him^ 
tha^ just so, the King would, sptitter and mq^ke 
a bustle, but when they told him that it must 
be done from the necessity of his service, he 
must do itt as little Harry must when she 
came down. I replied, I was sipce^rely.sorry, 
not for the present, but that I apprehended 
tiiis waiit of real, attached, and ; declared 
friends might produce ugly consequences and 
contests, ^^n case of a demise* j^he $aid, it was 
to be appreheiided, font she could not help it* 
I said, that they oiight, for h^v sake, and ff omi 
what they owed b^, ^o thipk of those co^- 
sequfs^ce& She. answered, they oweidt her 
nothings that in regard ta, the. last .dis|^aib- 
ances in the family, s^e protei^ted^ she l^new 
po more than she had told me— that she nev^ 
conceived it would come to ^n open ruptuie : 
and again protected that when she heai;d that 
Lord Harcourt had been with the King, :on 
his arrivali to resign, she^ was as.ignQrant of 
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1755. it> and as much surpri«eii at it, as I cmdd be : 
**■• *• t^at what liad been done since, in the re- 
placing tJhem, was done in the pu^Mlad way 
which I knew^ and in which ghe had very 
little m* no share ; and that, for the Mi^kters, 
she had never seen them in hef li^. Madatn, 
says I> your Royal Highness will fbrgive me^ 
but if I had not catched mydelf, I was just 
going to say, L(H*d, Madam ! what <do y6^ 
mean ? — I mean, answered she^ jnst as I say; 
the only way I could see them m the Prince's 
time, I don't call seeing them ; and since that 
ttme I have never seen the Duke of NewCastiey 
what I should call more than once, but bb t 
am speaking to you with great exactoess, it 
was twioe 3 and I have not seen Mr. Petham 
at all — ^no, not once. The Duke was> once^ 
hevet wi^ the Archbishop and the Chancellor^ 
upon some dfonnality ; and last year, when 
the Kmg was oat of the way, he stde over to 
KeW) to take his lea;7e, but has nev6r been 
1««5 «ince his return, though abnost etei:y^ 
body has, m Lady Yarmouth^ Munohausedi 
Lord Anson, &c. Mr. Pdham has behaved 
better, and Always very civilly : he had laot 
the same reasons ; he might indeed at firsts 
before our money matters were settted, have 
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iakm iliat occasion to coeie; but asfte did ins. 
Mt do it, lie bas had BO C9»', and fears, 1 ^""^ '* 
sii^pose> the King's jealoiistes and tmspicionsi 
who 4s neTer without them. When the Didco 
of New«as41e wsis wiih me^ I verjr sAroc^y 
testified my surprise to him, tbat he should 
iM^eot such a. body of the late Prince's ttir^ 
yanto; t)bat» though they 1^ wished me and 
myrlpart of the fmniiy, better tfian any other 
ptrty^; yet, as that was wcr, Jiiid they trare 
wittiag to QCNOie voder hias^ surely soare of 
them were worth accepting. If Aey were 
mt to be rewarded Amt theh* attachment, it 
wais ^stthlly stuaoge that<they were to have aa 
esscluaion put upon theaa lor at» He shiiffled 
attd hesitated u|Km this ; but st.last said, t» 
be suite it .sbotdd be thcHi§^ of, aad fatought 
aNmt I said, it was indeed rsiirprLsiig^ fbrv 
that those gentlemen, instead. of. hanwg ao* 
quired any merit by their services, were not 
even allowed the fair play that they would 
have had, if they had nevereDtesed into the 
service of the Royal family : I thought it very 
disadraiitagboiiA, becadsei in case of a demise, 
that all would be to be 'dafio, which ovght to 
have been long settled, and ready to be done, 
ia ^ase of accidests. She said> thatthe Duke 
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1753. durst fiot come fiear her for fear of her sister 
Amelia. I asked her, if she thought he conld 
be ignorant of her dislike to him, even to in- 
veteracy. She answered, no ; but still he was 
afraid of her. That he had once, since he 
came, got leave to see her, but.oi^ condition 
that somebody should be in the room : tet 
that, in the case I mentioned, she ^ould soon 
enough have him trotting on all fours to hen 
That she had nothing to do with them : couki 
they believe, if the time ever came^ that she 
should forget those whom she had mentioned 
to them? — ^that she should fwget, what she 
ought most to remember, from duty, from in- 
terest, and from gratitude ? She could not 
help it— it must be cUors, comme alors. Per* 
haps the fewer aagagements she was under 
the better. Thus ended this other very sin* 
gular conversation. 

^y Mr. Glover dined with me, who read his 

tragedy of Med^. 

12. The Duke of Bedford moved for Nova 

Scotia paperis very ably. 

15, The cabinet met, and sat late, on the 
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<trange imputation of Bishop Johnson's^ 1159. 
Messrs* Stone^'s and Murray's being Jacobites^ ^**' ^^' 
and having dpuik the Pretender's health at 
Vernon's, .the linen-draper/s, about twenty 
years figo. They got but. half through, an4 
will sit again to-morrow. . . v 

Lord Ravensworth's extraordinary commit-i 2S. 
tee ended, which began the l^th inst. and sat 
sevenni^hts. ,' . . ^ . ; 

I went to Lord Hdbart's concert, which is 2$. 
extremely good, and perfectly well under-* 
stood. The cabinet met to settle the report 
to be made to the King upoa M^ssr^. ^tone's; 
and Murray's affairs, pf which mor^ .hewr 
after. 

I waited upon the Princess, who was Mails. 
pleased to inform me, that Mr. Stone was 
determined to. prosecute Mr. Fosset.for de« 
famation j that his counsel were the Attorney; 
General, Mr. Hume Campbell, Mr. Fofd, and 
Sir. Richard Floyd. I said, though I was in; 
no connexion with Mr. Stone that entitled, 
me to call him friend, yet I bad long known 
and pbserved him ; that I -had a real esteepi 

o 
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VJ6S. fer him, an4 thought him f^tj honeel ani 

Mar. B. ^^ ^^^^ ^^ { W£^ €OOvilUI6d» tilAt the &isg 

had net a more Ia4thfal wH^^ot, nw one mort 
truly- ftffeetioBate to ^ory 'bmnch -of the Royal 
Fsimiiy \ that i^on 4his f90%» I was ngt wi4l^ 
oat apprehensions of hringiog sttck an afttir 
into a Court of Justice. Failure, in the least 
eirewmtaoee of proof; temperhug with ^vi* 
denee or juries. Ice. mad^ me a little wMasy* 
She replied, she was so too, but th^y would 
have it so : that Stone had behaved very well 
to hefy and to the ehiidnen ; that, tiiough it 
would be treason if it was knowib yet he al« 
wayis spoke of the lade ^nce wkh great 
respect, and with gre^t civility <^ aM those 
whom be knew tiie Prinee had » real value 
for. That Lord Harcourt behaved very'dif* 
ferently; that he not only behaved very ill to 
her, but always spoke to the ohilcben of their 
ftither, and of his actions, in so disrei^ectfiil a 
manner, as ta send them to hier almost oeady 
t^ cry; and that he did all he eould toialieoate 
them from her, inscrniuch, that they them- 
selves were sensible of it; i^ that George 
had mentioned to her once, sinoe Loud Har^ 
oottPt^s departure, that he was afraid he had 
not behaved to her, sometimeB, so weU as he 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ift5 

(mght, and wondered how he could he so 1755. 
misled^ to which she answered, no, hut that, *'**-^* 
now and. then, npt wilh^iuite so mudi .com<f 
pbq^anee, as a young gendemaa ahouid use l^ 
a>|^3r. I said, I flattered mjself 3he incsM 
4nd a ^eiy idtfTmient behavaour in ,Loid Walde? 
gfaive. She said, gres indeed; ihat she liked 
yery w)ellailshe.sawofhim. I iuated tibat this 
wihQie thing see^ned muoh /itoeper laJd fchan at 
Murray imd^Stone, apid that it struck at the 
Peihasas. She said, most certaiiJy-^hey 
suist be blind if ithey .did not aee it» and ib» 
greatest OQwaods alive, if %\yty did not result 
it: that, Aw, wsis the time: and^they wece 
undone, if Hb^y neglected tiie K>pportuiiity: 
she repeated, ithey w^re undone; that the 
King took the thing .highly in theii^ JGstvour, 
^nd talked of it as the most unworthy Attack, 
and told l^er that Stone had served him faith- 
iuUy tiiese twenty years, and that he knew ^ 
that he himaelf knew: tbs^t.if ^e WAsa^Pe^, 
every body would think him f^ropi^ to b^ 
Secretary; Ahat his Majesty hdd .bew w^ 
her an hour and held this sort lof cgnvens9r 
tion. I md, I was happy the (King bad tak»u 
so favourable an impression ; that I tiopedjimi 
believed it would last: but, however, thalkit 
02 
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}7^9. should be made use of, 'while it was so strongs 
because.it was possible it might cool; con^ 
sidering, as her Royal Highness hersdf had 
been pleased to observe to me,* who those p^- 
sons were, who were always about the King at 
St. James's, and that the Ministry had nobody 
there. She said, to be sure : they must. strike 
while the iron was hot, or be ruined: that she 
had told Stone so, who said, they had pro- 
mised to do what was proper: and that she 
had replied, Mr. Stone, it is actions, now,- and 
not words that must be expected : that she 
had seen her great, great fat frien^the Duke) 
wha talked to her about it, and Hked her if 
she did not think it a very disagreeabLd affair: 
that she answered, yes, but that she did not 
regard it. He asked her, if she was not very 
sorry it happened : that she replied, not at all, 
if tb6 Ministers would make a prober use of 
it. She told me then, that Murra(y had be- 
haved with spirit, and made an' exceeding 
good speech, of which she gave mile a detail as 
far as she remembered, and particularly took 
notice that he had marked strongly that it 
was not he nor Stone that wet*e principally 
struck at, but that it went home to the 
Ministry. 
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' : I went to. a datise at council 5 the Solicitor, J!'^^'^ 
who was for the appellant; left the reply to the 
Attorney, during ^hich we had a conversa* 
tibn, wherdn hb acquainted me with his be- 
haviour ; that he was' brought in by ini|)lica« 
tion only; that Stone was principally meant 
and named by Lord Rarensworth, who, from 
what Fosset had said to him in private conver- 
sation^ camie up and insisted that Stone should 
be dismissed, and that so peremptorily to the 
Duke of Newcastle, that he was obliged to 
>aiy it 'before the King, who slight^ it: but 
Stbne insisted with him, to have it examined 
into, which gave occasion to the bringing it 
before' the council. When he (Murray) heard 
6^ this, he sent a message to the King, humbly 
to acquaint his Majesty, that, if he should be 
balled before ^such a committee, on so scan- 
dalous and injurious an account, he would re- 
fflgn his office and would refuse to answer— 
tbat the King highly approved of it — ^that 
wfaeh it wias oVer, and Stone had been heard, 
he thought properto demand an audience, 
and liiade a spelech, part of which he repeated 
to Aae: Itwasfutt of spirit^ 4nd oharged the 
matter home, as a deep-laid combination 
against the Ministry, &c. I said, every body 
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jj*^^*^ §aw it in th^ saihe Kghti and thraghl^ tlial if 
' they did not at^ th£7 i^nere nnddne i that die 
King was noiv ih the inoMtWonrdUe dnp^^ 
ti0ti9 bdt bow I6n9 it wMld last^ nd^hb te 
doubted, Corisidiering who wem nearesi td 
kiai> and that tiiere was nobodj' to p^uxy ftir 
the Ministets. That I had some reascmd to 
think the Princess was mUbh Idaftned at thiiir 
inaetlvity : that», toless f b^ oMld show thsj 
had 0trefngth of friends tb becoold her, hoW 
qoqld she support tbfaoh ? That.I had it fit>td 
Cjoffee-honses^ that the design was to etid id 
I'^ealing the Regency fitct^ and m*kibg the 
Puke rejgent^ that (if they did not k*^resent 
strongly to the King^ tbat> If he liked the '*b-^ 
solute tranquillity of the two houses^ he xfnM 
lefiye it to thiem to, vwki 4^ of such instru*^ 
mentsi as they thought proper^ to cdatiHu^ it) 
they were rtiined. The SoUcttdr amoved af 
all I said, step by.stie^, tn very stfbng tiermsi 
^ie seeoi^d iftuch alarm^ a;t the r^eal of tbe 
It^g^qy biU, add said; that all I said wtis tnie^ 
thf^t they must act or be undone : they them^ 
selves kfiew it, abd he tbou^t they <^ertaMy 
YfKnM ael^ ittd be '|»afticildar]y apf>roved of 
,what I proposed ishoiM be said- to tiie 
Kin«. 
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Wewtetteaee'tiiemftnirfKirfiire^tipstti^ n5%. 
fiwD Eratlccv ncrw set Ufr at Evtham l^ ^ *^^^ ^* 
iNiltei The w6tk» both a£ thcT gob^liiwand o£ 
ehttUot,. ctffed Mrtoin^rie^ i* 1^17 ftne^. but 
ierjr dear. 

Mf; Velbamv Mr. Yone^ Mr. Farnese and^ I i6* 
dh)edliogetli»,bj a{i{iroiiil«neHtt>at^Mr^ Va^e^ii. 
The«lfet of onrthdron^b aMaiihmeiit^ ttcew 
litn)> £Dr Mp« Vdhmals tlnmlugh ftileod8lpi|ir 
and pi^o<ei!^M«r in brii%iiiig^ w^ hinb eoiirt^ ma 
Kme^md^ and: mjjr vi<^do£^mesliiiag< to!MppOi>t 
their popery Md not fhari^ti^'it io^^aMlnisti^^ 
tmir €txpte»ifed: Mr; Felhaiil, kr^ a> tery fr^ik 
aod^ hcmcaifdbfo mapiwis, cteatavidl^crfditd^ 
gir0 iaead hkclittatioiif io> aooi^ ouv frfekidfthipi 
add! return bis 01m; thal^ ifrUucfriMdftHip WM 
dnftcien^ to effinrl thie^whofey U^ woaid #i4dv 
fitmsitr^ enga^ fen tHiw whote':^ bat: thal;^ hei 
could not answec £»' the King; whoBi^ pre^ 
jdtlioesr imne very strong against ^ey and 
ehteftyy fel* mjf hanrin^ quitted bis sei-viees fOP 
bhi son'sy &c. btrt that ewcy thing in^ hid 
panrar be woiitd db. to« reaiiowe tiien^. td mflk^ 
vrafy for a measure^ sd tralr^ agneeabte to Mm. 
I theniet^teredintoradttiaiL' ^\i»hieb I offbi^dto 
pDoiFe) of the' ibjubtide and uiireai^on^k^e^ 
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M^l^^jd,^^ these, prejudices, and tlien said, that from 
this long .account^ he might naturally expect 
a. request to' enter into a justification, either 
bymyself orhy him: faut that I did not desire 
to justify with the King. That all I desired 
him to say to the King was, that, though it 
was never in my intention to offend his Ma* 
jesty, it was sufficient that he was displeased, 
for me to think myself to blame ; and- that, to 
induce him to forgive me, I humbly, offered 
him my services and all the interest I had in 
the House, and out of it, for the re^t of my 
life. I added, that I thought this, submission 
and this offer of five members af least, should 
be. sufficient to wipe away impressions, even 
if I had been a declared' Jacobite. He said, it 
was all that could be said, and all should be 
made of it, that his credit could make. But 
that; ifit should be practicable, and I should 
be in any station, and the .King should not be 
prevailed on to behave tome as I might justly 
expect, I might grow uneasy and be disisatis- 
fied, as ia the case of Pitt; to whom they 
could never persuade the King to appear com<^ 
monjly civil. I answered. No, not in the least. 
K[e said, Yies, I might fancy so, and he be* 
lieved I should. I replied, tliat I answered 
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Kvitin certainty, because I had Considered and ^^^5- 
mader tap my. mind about, that. That . all I 
wished: of the King was, to. make me,over to 
him'(Pelbam), to let him dispose of me, as he 
thought fit, and. suffer him to receive my 
friendship, attachment, and services^ That I 
desired by no means to encroach upon his 
Majesty's time, or thoughts, or behaviour, 
'provided bfeiwotjd gite hinoi (Pelfeamr) leave to 
employ me, for his Majesty's service, in the 
way that was most agreeable to him. That I 
,would give hitnmy reasons with the utmost 
fi^eedom ^ which were, that, indeed, if I was a 
nfew man, aud in any station, I should, in 
|iaying my court, expact.that sort of civil re- 
liujrn. which was^mydue : but 'after: 8uph;uh- 
.worlbby^prejudiaes, and so void of alliouinda^ 
tiDntiskk^ii aglkit^t mes I: should never desire 
jdnyi con v^isalii^i oil int«)rcc>uiise with his Ma- 
jcssty!, (miure than a distanf,! but. profound re* 
«p&skion my eade^iarid tbati as s^dom as^was 
4:)0asiet€;^t withiWe duty bfiambstifaithful and 
ireapilotful , sHibj^ot. Upoa > the ^ whole, Mr* 
FctiMtoD bebave^aniso open and; noble ia man- 
ooiMj.jas liQ choose to )ftake» it plain, ten limes 
at! ]ffiLst (th^HBghv bia didinoit mak^ use of the 
expressiQns pDecis^ly)y thad I should rather see 
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11 5S. that be wanted polv^r^ thaa have atty doabk 
Mar. M. ^f I1I3 Micerity> if it did not sucrceed^ »id 
that the dcafbt of hlg strength and |K>\irei' akne^ 
hihdcred him froin pi^itiisiiig pasiti^ly iA 
effect ii : and therefore^ if I ji»lg^ tUfii ri§^ 
I am obliged to faitty and am detenniaed til 
be his friend^ whether it succeeds or tictt* 

22. Went to the Hotts^ of Loi^i tht Duke of 
Bedfi»rd opened t)ie affair of Foaiet*^ jNsf^rt 
dgsumit the Bidlop of Gloocest^r^ Sto«ie drod 
Muitay> tod appcalod to Loid Raveoswortiiy 
who opened the wlide transaction in a lo«g 
narratire. Then the Doke^ ia a iong speech^ 
founded hiR qMiitioii ttpon ihat iiamrtifeb 
whicb^ in substam^e^ was to acUhresK the King 
for die whole proceeding befotie^ tbe coMcil: 
The Chancellor and Dnke of HewcMtie an» 
swered him, and. to make thi^ifiiestton (which 
wa& foredeen, aiid 1< think needed not to be so 
thaorously a|>pi^hted)ed) the more xsoaecss^ 
terjr, tbdy bad obtained of^ Hb^ Kiag ta di^ 
pense with the oatk of those l/>rda of Ae 
eonncil upon this occasion^ and to> suflbr 
them to aoqnatnt the Hoiise wiflif ^e wbele 
pMceeding; nhkch thtee two Lords did^ p^retty 
Qiacfa at large. Th^ d^te wii» teng ai^ 
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it Was not told, for thftfig ^e«i b«t(m< thi^ Ba[f 
with biiQ^the Earl Hat«fdurf j LdvdTowteshe&d, 
the Rshdp of Wot^ester, ttttA L«id taltifdtl 
mly. The Bishop «f Kbht^ieh And loMt 
Hareourt both «poke, not to ttittth ptif^^; 
bui neither of thefl^ itt the leK^ dtippoH- 
ed the Duke's qtii6«ti«ii. tJpdtt thfe whdlef, 
it was the wcMt j«idged, the WOi^t ex^trted, 
and the woitt 9d{»f»6tl€d f^My thKi I €vev 
MW of so itiiiiti iet:|tec1ttti<»tt. 

I will fidW ii«l dbWh ih >WHtih|^ this iexact 
truth of thb 8t)«^(^i itti^dtiaht: tiiiSb. 

Mr> FojfUet^ lii^sshi. Mtttray knd Stone, 
were much ;M^«ttin%M; 9" fiot tehool-tellow^, 
itt eftiiy lilb; Thisiir ^fthii6' M iheih ^i^eht 
wajrsi Fotttitls Wm to h«ft; a ciiilifttky kwyfejr 
and recordfflr of Newcastle. Johnsoh, d6w 
Bishop of Gloucester, was one of their asso- 
eifftes. Oh the tifty tbli lliib^'^ bfHh-'day Was 
kept, they dkied AtiSiHe DtsAti 6( Dtirhm's, at 
DtirbMnk;. 1^9 l^stk, LoM MvetisiSiv^r^, 
Mi^r Dwd«oii, >aiHd one o^ t#o Abt^ wfif6 
mMi aftte diaber hm miAhtt 'e<t6m-, the 
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17M. QiMiversation turning upon the late Bishop of 
^^ * Gloucester's prefenfci^nts» it was asked who 
was to have his Prebend of Durham: the 
Dean said^ that the last hews from London 
wa$> that Dr. Jphnson was to have it : Fosset 
^d, he was glad that Johnson had got off so 
well, for he remembered him a Jacbbite seye« 
i^ years ago> and that he used to be with a 
relation of his who was very )ditoff6Cted/. one 
Vernon, a mercer> ,jvhere thje Pretender's 
health was frequently drunk-. .This, passing 
among a few familiar, aQ<}itf.iutance; was 
thought no more of at the time: it spread, 
however, so much in the. north (how, I never 
heard accounted for) q.nd reached Tbwn in 
such a manner, that Mr. Pelham thought it 
n^ecessapy to. desire- Mr. V^jie,' whtf wSuf a 
friend to Fpss^t and yfho epplpyi^d him in 
l^is .business, to ^liifflte t^.^o^s^ti to knoit iChe 
b^ said,t][)is of Joh^soni a|i4 if he had^ if it 
wastrue.'. ^ :. \^ . / -.■ ;■ , ' '\ , \ ' - j .a 

J This letter was written on the 9tK)of Janu- 
ary ; • it qamte; ta NeyrcasJie :thfe Friday foUow- 
ipg.)!^ Fosset was mu(:^ sut*pris^; but! the 
Tfwtf ^ing out in ^^ few hours after its arfi- 
val, be iumiediately acknQwledged the letter 
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by a long but not very explicit ^j^wer. This ji^^^^ 
Friday happened to be the club-day of the 
neighbouring gentlemen of Newcastle^^as 
soon as Lord Ravenswbrth^ ^ho was a pa« 
iron and employer of Fosset, came into the 
town^ Fosset acquainted him with the extm- 
ordinary letter he had received : he told him^ 
that he had already answered it, and being 
asked to show the copy, said he kept none; 
but desired Lord Ravensworth to recoUecIf if 
he held such a conversation at the Deanry of 
Durham, the day appointed for the birlh-day. 
Ravensworth recollected nothing at all of it. 
Tl^ey went to the club together, and Ravens-> 
worthwent the next morning to see his mo- 
ther in the neighbourhood, with whom he 
staid till Monday: but this thing of such con-^ 
sequence, lying, upon his thoughts, he re« 
turned to Newcastle. He and Fosset had 
another conversation^ and in endeavouring to 
refresh each other's memory about this dfead-* 
ful delinquency of Johnsbn,' Fosset said, he 
could not recollect positively, 'at isuch a di- 
stance of time, whether Johnson drank those 
healths, or had been present at the drinking 
them, but that Murray and Stone had done 
both, several times* Ravensworth . was ex- 
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1753. Metfingly 0nMi st tliisj with r^Atioo M 
Ma]u«. gii^ii^^ ^Q account Q^ his .effie^^ abofit th§ 
Friace; and thus the bSelit of Johnsaa was 
qutt^foi^otten, and the ^episode hacane the 
prmdpal fnact. There wete mapy more coiu 
fftr^IlCQS between Bayenswprth and Fixsset^ 
tipon fhi^ ml^mt, iniMhieh;the latter olvays 
permtedt ^hat Stone and Moi^'a.y wme fureseat 
at the drinking> and did drink 4bofle healthai 
ftfuay he observed here» that, when he was 
fp^amined upon oath, he swore to the yeass 
]l7dl $r V7S£ atJatest. .Cosset eom«finf»» as 
mual, abont hisJawbusmess, aadisexamiofid 
by Mesi3is. P^am and Vane, Mrbo never had 
hoard of Mmn^ or Stone being named : he is 
aifced and wewer;si, only with relation to John^ 
scm> »e>rer mentioQiog either of the. otheEai 
but the lo¥e ^ctf his cowrti^, his i King, 4nd 
poaterity, burned so strong in Ravenswordi's 
boaofll, that he could have no rest, till%he had 
disciaviered this«aormity. Acooedingly^ sv^ien 
he came to town, hea^quainted the ministry 
aiid aUnost all his gceat friende, with it, and 
ifisated upon dae reflK>val of &ione. The 
ministi^ would hai% slighted it, as itdeserred; 
biit, as he peroisted and had told so many of 
iti they could not hdp laying it before the 
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l^ing^ who, tlio«gh lie himself digiitol it, ivas 1753. 
adirifioilte exaimne it, which lexaminiitton pro* ^^^'^* 
dbeed tbb oiost iiifudtoiovii proceeding in 
Padiament. Tlie Duke g£ Devonshire was 
the onfyiene «f the cammittee, who wasaih* 
sent ^om the Hcmse. The jninijrtcrs, and in* 
detti, ewery body alse, JUi im^gisie, and, I be» 
Ueve stiA .do» that this w^iok affair is comhdiied 
with the reai^iiataons, and jdiat lifaere was a set 
gf jpretended friends to Ae Pelhams ready to 
tiice advajQilage ^i it ; and, I know, th«t Mn 
Pdham ^di^ think (hat this motion vfloM give 
gMat lights to it. How &r tiieir exfpeotations • 
ane amswemd, I cannot say ; mine were en^ 
tiitdy diMppointed, for the whole wa^ so M 
ooadueted and supported, that I should al*^ 
most be tempted to heliere, tiiat the grounds, 
which carried our conjectures into a sort of 
cortainty, had no foundation at .aAl. 

I waited on the Princess, who seemed much 29. 
pleased that the affair had ended so well in 
the House of Lords, and said, that it was ow- 
ing to tide King's steadiness and resolution, 
that it w»nt no &rther : that his Majesty took 
i)i with good sense and proper firmness, with- 
out which the Lovds^f the Cabinet would not 
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1753. have behaved as they did. It is remarkable, 
* that thi4k the first time, that I ever heard heB 
speak favourably4»f the King. In mentioning 
my reasons for having an opinion of Mr. 
Stone, without having any fiiendship with 
him, I said, that from thence I was glad when 
L heard he was placed about the Prince. She 
replied, she was not; on the contrary, she 
was very soriy, and much alarmed. at it. I 
was surprised, and s^ed why ? She answeredy 
because the Prince had always taught, her to 
believe, that Stone was ai* Jacobite, and that 
» she did firmly believe it : that the Prince was 
convinced of it, and, when affairs went ill 
abroad, used to say to her in a passion^ how 
could better.be expected, when such a Jaco-* 
bite as Stone was trusted } . < 

... , ,/ 

May 2. Lord Middlesex and Mr,.Forregjter were 
with me to suggest a plan for laying a state of 
his Lordship's debts before the Duke of Dor- 
set: they amount to 15,000/. 

7. Mr. Ralph gave me an account that Mrr 

William Beckford was with him last SlaturdayV 
and told him,. that they had a body formed, 
not a large one, which would act together: 
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that tKey found it necessary ta employ Ael .l^^^* 
press, and that they thought him the aUesit* 
person^ &c. That thcfy proposed setting forth' , 
a paper : He desired to knoW) with whoknhe* 
wad!ta be engaged, besides Mr.' Beckfordi^ 
sindksked if the Duke of Cumberland-was to 
protect them ? he was answered, with the 
Duke of Bedfbrd^ but Mr. Beckford could 
nbt tdFwh^ther his Itojra! Highness wa^ coa- 
ceomed. Rdlph them asked, if he, with hi)9 in-* 
lArumenfts^ was to be secui^ and protected^ 
against! s^ law prosecotions ? what establish*' 
metft fo£ himiself ? and' if he was to lay down 
his own; plate and' write in^ couform^y to it; m; 
if it; wafis expedtdd »that lie should be coiifined I 
answered, that he should be tiioroughfy pro-* 
tectedi^t^'l^ tlftM^>Ttho woul4 own-him iii' 
bath> Homes; thiit^hig aUowanee should* be 
hdnilbomfei' bpft'cqdd not th6i» naioie: the sumy' 
and th4C h^ was^ ito'be at entire tiberty. * Updh- 
whM^r being pvq»ed to go to the Duke of 
BedfiMTc^ who desiredi to se« hhn soon ; he prO'^^ 
mised Mr. Beckford t6 take anf early oppor-*. 
tuitit3rfof iKRaiting' upon his Grabe.' 

Mr. Vane, no W' Lord Barnard, callekl upttn ^ 
me : I talked ' veiy 'slrongty tb him, and told 

p 
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175$. \^ of Ihe open toammr of ei^tgtiipg all sorts 
cf people ageinsl the Pelhems. I meqtioned 
, Ralph's refldttkion, and put turn in HHn4> that 
I had offered \tk (IUlph'9) aenrices a^ my 
friend, and bade bm recollect in how mpr<^ 
per a mann^ Mr. PeUiaAi. ha4 r^e<^led himi 
I told him, tfaiak I l»ad i^awti %^ expeipt ^mI 
Felham ahotdd haye ghr^ j|p his ffsaAtmentii 
agewsfe him, w my apcouiM ; htit tba|^ ci»* 
t«nly» pru4eaoe sbmtid hiave made him, do it^ 
^ hiff wm sake^ Lord Barowd ^longtafc 
wetting of great consequence, thong W bes^d^ 
Mjr^ Pelhan did not. I neplijedt t^ Mr. Pel- 
bfsa mistook himsdf j thMt no mmt wa^ more 
susceptiUe of Ita effects, and no. mam more 
ea^hiarthjrife: #as tlmre a stronger proof 
of it» than t^ pies^l omo? What wais thki 
ifneoQQoileabkf»s)ss, ligsw^tjRadph oieoatiQned 
l^jr^^ bat the: uaopMsstott of a paiapMpti ^i^ob^ 
^terall, die xaaa dklnoft-wflile? Xhetliraa 
jRire, Mr. Fielham voaid n^qt itwry som^ 
aod tbatt I i¥to way farther)* mterfene^l m k; 
yet Idesired be. ahonld know Ifais^ and nMee 
particularly, that (<as I had givea %i«|t the 
offer of a most usefiil, honest, and able man, 
^ qiKm bf^ n?j«e^ it, hiuiy aofne<ainfe ;«^ 
gjn^nhpm ^i^W'^i^by him^ Lofi^fiarnaid* 
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of what would happaa) I mast have ao eom- n^i 
plaints^ or inmiuatioiis^ or eimk tbongbts^ that Mat 8- 
I was any way, act ev part, in any thing that 
ipight oome ant : it was language I would not 
hear^ and insinmitioiui I would not raffim I 
waasotry for tfaestep, beeamseJ kiifw lio>ir 
natwatty people wieve ouded whan they -W^pt 
huft. Who ooiild Jlci^ what a, man, |^t had' 
been Secretary of Statey might fnnu^hi? ami 
how galling i6 tiiight he rendered by the ablest . 
pen i&Eofj^uid? Thsfk I was grieved to see 
so Htde spifR o)»posedi to so much veh^oMnce 
ami vimleneey as their declared enemies acted 
wflh ; ikiM t\iek dlcient enemies^ it was tra^, 
Wirae bat $^ in number^ but yet, they Were 
tho King*9 fumy and daughter, and a Didce of 
Bedford ; that I thought the Pelhpun^ had not^ 
three s^cfa orient foiends,: in ov eul^ ol! St. 
Jaine&'a: thttb my fears sugg^sted^ and reaaoni 
QiMifiraied me, th«t» i£they did iiot eatert them*^' 
8ol;i!eB, and give proedsof their power to^tlii^^ 
world, by their pvoteotien to their friendi^' 
diimbers wnuld gradually drop from them t> 
that their aU depend^ lipon the new Fariia- 
mentt thai; I hoped they were active about 
it ^ that I. had some little inflnenoe, as weli as: 
positive interest, in that election ; imt that i 

P2 
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1753. ^^^^ jiQ more, what thdjrwiere. about, and^ 
hovi^ to apply, that inQuenice, than if I had' 
never kaown thefir names : he^was^ however, 
to^ understand me, that^ these were: the feacs^^ 
not jthe complainta of{ a frijaod : ithistt I m^aat: 
QOrcjompkdut, iw thdt X had nbthihg. to ^eom^ 
flfiin of; '. thatf I nieiviti and adced the? PelhtwdsV 
ftie^dship , and >^odfwiiy Sand, ia returnf ofFered: 
th^m .my services • and attiaciimenlJ: that Mf« 
P.elbam was pleased to aicoeptithis offir^ > and. 
tQ premise, his friendahip andcou^tenhncein 
return: that I never asked him Wr eituy etna* 
lument, at any'tim^, or in any manntsr:! .that, 
his xLcHrd^ip knew, I had been re<|tidsted to do 
sov.but that .1 /nesrdr would ;: having Tssolved/ 
to. letive it ; wholly <o Mr;.Be]hain,'how he' 
tbonghit^ proper'to Jttake use. of my personall 
aeirices; those^t that > were in?niy power, infwyt 
present ! situation, . I r: had^ prodiiisedi and r be* 
should have them. . Nothing but words bad, 
as^ yett passed .beilween iis, but he kbotuld^seeK 
t\\$A I; irould: act;^ Joi ;my present state, . aU I 
QQUldi gi^^t fidm^ was'iyiy boiintryfmterestj'amt: 
inflheiice inr therelectioris, land; he shotildl havei 
them^} I wonld certainly 'ehpose'. anyi twa hei 
plea^ at .Weymouth,: amd^ though I knew/ 
nSotbing of his m^asure^, i all • my* influence- 
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should go in the way that I could guess he 1753. 
most wished : that I did, and should leave the ^ ' 
reatentirdy to him, with regard to his ful- 
filling his part. . If he thought I could be of' 
no further.use, I could not help it; but if he 
thought I.inight, he would produce me in the 
way in which he^ could best enable me £6 per- 
form it: that this was wholly Mr. Pelham's 
affair— ^t did not depend upon me; for what 
depended' upon roe, I should certainly per- 
form:, that, therefore, though I desiited.he 
should know all this clearly and explicitly; 
yet I expected he should understand it, as it 
really was, the naked sentiments, only, /arid 
apprehensions of a friend, without any mix- 
ture of complaint, or having the least inten- 
tion to complain. I have forgotten to insert, 
in its place, an instance pf their timidity, to- 
witrds their friends, which I mentioned^ to 
Lorii Barnard, and which is. too striking to be 
omitted. : I ask^d , his Lordship, how: We 
thought our fridnd Murray felt, to find, thfct 
his friends rin power suffered) a m^t offensive 
and hurtfULicalumny, meant at them also^oto 
be JKediOn him: and made matter of exaooiiiifa- 
tion ; idstig^d; of, being rej^atfed with htdrgiatar 
thn, by A^ Court the^ mQst:uftpneoedented^ 
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1753. through thfe whole ptdceeding^ that ever met I 
I mippoie, said I, you will tell m^, that there 
#ere reasons that made it uhavoidable: I 
^ know them> the Cavtadifih^s wbuM not stand 
it| but leaned the cth^r way. Stop here a 
mdmenlH-is not that saying, let it hurt whom 
it will, let it be hertet so incionvenient and 
lessemii^ t6 you; we will not forfeit, nay, 
not venture one atokn of out crMit with the 
herd. Murray condescends to defend bnn^ 
self; he treats calumny and clamotir With the 
noble spitit they deserve^ and krtfuHy winds in 
an apdogy to them : they ate then satisfied. 
That is, after his having been the subject of 
an illegal inquiry into an impertinent, di&* 
graceful imputation, and not having the least 
speck appear upon him, the Ministry are sa^ 
tisfied. To be sttre, Mun*ay must think him-> 
self greatly obliged to them. After all this, 
add when the saine scandal was brought into 
^bse most public assembly. With thd impotence 
of prbof> in 6t6er to spread it thmugh the 
ni^on: What do his friends in power d5? 
they siay, he was ttfectually justifidd^ without 
doing one act t6 show their resentment of the 
persecution he had suffered, either by dis- 
j^fat)ing the ^bettbrs or punching the authors 
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i(^ it. How ttust a most afaK active, op^oW 1763. 
attached fi:iend feel sach Umeiiessi be i^plie^ 
he thidught (and I bdieTe he did think) ap I 
did. Mr. PeUmm upoke to m^ at eoubcil^ 
and told me that he had seea Lord Barnard^ 
Md that he thought himself extremely oUig^ 
to me for what had passed betweefei us; he 
^A, he was highly sensible how much h^ 
owed mej and that be would soon £nd an 9p^ 
portumtjr to talk with me at large. 

Mr. Ralph was yesterday with the Duke la 
of Bedford; he was yery well received, but 
nothing was posititely settled. I think he 
has acted precipitately, but I dare not re^ 
itraia him, for fear of becoming anpwerabl^ 
lor oonsequences beyond my power. 

. Loid Barnard, Colonel Vane^ Mr, PeUiam, j^m 26. 
and Mr« Furnese dined with me. We haijl 
tKA a single word about bussnesst so that I 
look upon thi^ transaction to be over. 

I passed the day with the Princess of Wales July 18. 
by her order. I was very friendly and kindly 
reoeived ; our conversation was chiefly of a 
domestic familiar nature. Notiung very f^ 
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1753. unarkable in politics, except my observing 
that people, ivho, chiefly out of regard to her« 
had declined all opposition,, and were very 
ready and desirous: to contribute to the seryice 
of the present Ministry, notwithstanding this, 
were still to remain in a state of proscripltion: 
that such people were pretty much snaffled 
by the apprehension that if they resente^ it, 
they might be considered as being in opposi- 
tion to her and to the young Prince, to whcHu 
their attachment and affection was inviolable 
and invariable. Whereas it was hard to be- 
lieve that the treatment, which :their Royal 
Highnesses met with, was so cordial and en- 
dearing, as to oblige them to espouse the 
quarrels of the present Court;, especially 
against those, who were driven into those 
quarrels by the treatment they met with from 
: their attachment to their Hoyal Highnesses 
and to the late Prince* She said, to be sure 
it was SO5 but she was not s6 explicit upon the 
head as I wished. She gave into it, but rather 
seemed to allow it, than declare it. 

29. I went tQ Eastbury, and on ^the Saturday 

following I dined^at Lord Shaftesbury's, who 
ivas determined not to go to the meeting at 
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Dorchester, for the nomination of the Knights 1753. 
of the Shire. But finding that I was to go, 
^e was perplexed, and more so, hy a letter he 
received at dinner from Lord Dighy, request- 
ing h^in to attend. We left his Lordship un* 
^asy and irresolute. 

• I was at Dorchester to assist at the meeting. '^'"®- ^* 
Liord Digby was brought, in the winter, to me 
by Lord Hillsborough, from Messrs. Pelham 
and Fox. . He asked for my interest, as de- 
termining to stand on the Whig interest. I 
told him that, if no relation, or person with 
whom I had particular connexions, should 
set up on the same interest, mine was at his 
service : from that time to.- the present mo- 
ment, I nevier saw Lord Digby, nor was I con- 
^uHe$l with by any of his friends. 

, SoOn after my coming to the Antelope, at 
]%>rcfaester, he came to me and requested my 
fiivcmr ; I told him that was my only business 
there. He soon returned with Lord Ilchesteri^ 
md they both pressed me to stand with him, 
jvhiph I declined. Lord Milton, Messrs. 
Drax, Trenchard, and most of the Whig party 
came: to me. I found that Mr. Trenchard was 
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n.5l to J»r6pd9* Lotd Digby, but tbit nether ke 
Aug. 7. ^^^ j|jg uttcle Ilche&tet hiwl oonsulted, or coa- 
ceried iSLtky thitig with uny foody. I said^ 
there could be no doubt of the Whigs carry- 
ing the eleetion^ if they resoired upon it^ be* 
cause, to my knowledge^ two^thirdd of the 
property of the county were in their hands^ 
and because I bad carried it for Mr. Pitt's fa- 
ther (who was scarcely capable) when our 
property was considerably less. But, whether 
they would resolve to go through it at all 
events, I did not in the least know : that I 
supposed Lord Digby 's adviser had asked and 
knew: but, if not, a party meeting should be 
held and consulted. Every body appeared to 
approve of this: the Lords Ilchester aisi 
Digby, both told me, privately, that Mr. Pel« 
ham encouraged Lord Digby to stand, and 
that a little before the Parliament rose, Mr. 
Pelham took Lord Digby aside in the Hoitse, 
und Mid, that he was inforuied it would oer^ 
tavnly do, and pressed him to go on with it^ 
I replied to him, that I did not know flrMi 
whom Mr. Pelham had his information, but 
that it did not come from me : that I would 
do him all the services I could, and ail the re*> 
l^^rn I desired was, that he would remamber I 
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was nb wttyi} consulted nor advisitig in th6 175^^ 
affair. We went up to the meeting Aboiit Aug*- 
noon. I believe, of Whigs we might be some- ^ 

what more than thirty gentlemen ; when the 
TdrieS t^HAie, wtft wews about one hutiArfed. 

Sir Robert Lotig pf opcwed Mr. Pitt. Mr. 
Bingh&m returned Mr. Chasin'l^ tbanki^ to thS 
i^ounty, and his excuses for declining; and 
then Sir Jlobert proposed Mr. Sturt to join 
With Mr. Pitt. Mr. Trench^rd proposed Lord 
Digby — nobody said a word. When Mr. 
Francis Seymour spoke a few words in sUp- 
pott of Pitt and Sturt, in order to keep th^ 
County out of ministerial dependence — ^lo this 
tiothing Was offered on our side till people be- 
gah to inOve ; when I thought it necessary to 
tak^ some notice of the expressions, which I 
did, and concluded by saying, that I should 
give my interest to Lofd Digby alone, till 1 
MW faither. Thus it end«d, with very little 
spirit of ihjAi side, and with none M itll, of 
otlfs. 

I was at Bridgewater, and, with Mr. Balch, IK 
canrassed near half the town. The people 
did not choose to speak out, though tety 
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1753. Jfev declared they were engaged to Lord Eg- 

18. . We returned home to Eastbury. The ex- 
cessive badness of the roads and weather^ with 
the nature of the business, made it much the 
most disagreeable journey, and the most ia- 
lliguing week I ever passed. All this trouble, 
vexation, and expense, as well as that to conie, 
flows^froma set of low, worthless fellows, who 
finding they shall not be bribed witfatout an 
opposition, have prevailed on Lord Egmont 
to lend his name, to whom they will give one 
vote, that they may be able to sell the other. 
And, notwithstanding, as things now appear^ 
his Lordship ; has no v chance of making his 
election. This .he does not see,, nor that the 
Tories (though partly for other reasons) make 
his greatest strength s so that he is setting up 
an interest,, which, if it should succeed, v^e 
could. never sit in quiet for that place. But 
though, I think,, he has no chance at present, 
yet the uneasiness and expense will be. the 
same to me, as if he was sure of success. 

■ ^ 

Oct. 3. . We returned to Hammersmith from the 
coifhtry. 
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Mr. rFoix called oii me, and: expressed great' 1755.* 
civilitiesr on account of my behfaviour' to his* Oer:^. 
nephewy Lord Dtg-by, at.Dlarcdikester. * ' 



' I weriteaHy to Mr. Pelbam, aad tailked with^ 9. 
him about Bridgdwater:: he gav^ me the- 
strongest^ assurance of faidsiseistanbey and pro^ 
mised to write .immediately Ihimsiilf to Phf|fp* 
Baker^- to jGonvinoe every jbody: of* his friend- 
ship forme :;.amd that t^e IDasto^-hoiifte of-* 
ficecs i^honU bepropedy.takbtt' eaite of. . I a(m 
persuaded he is sincere.. • i 

I* was with Mr. Pelham. again, who! has. 22. 
done all that can be expected hithert;b, and 
promises to continue all his endeavours tb^ 
support my election at Bridge water agaiAs€ .. 
X^fiA ilginpnt's opposition. : In this aftair her 
has actp^; and^ !• am conyimced, ,he wil^. act 
the p^t of^a real friend. ; But I do not find; 
that ,hi^, .^s naade any progress in the great, 
poiat of^sinoothing my way to the King. i 

The Princess of Wales and Lady Augu^a/. 23. 
attended by Lady Middlesex and Mr. Breton,^ 
did Mrs. Dodington and me the honour of- 
breakfasting with us. After breakfast^ weir 
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17^9; walked all round my gardens : wd tiie» came 
^* ^*' in% and they went into aU the looms^ eacoepfe 
the common diningr parlour : when ure wqm 
coming down stairs, I told their Royal High* 
wmos, thai thi^re W9a one room, wiiioh I had 
forgotten ^ shoir thtm ; they ^sked to see* 
it, an4 found a cold collation (for it wae near 
thye o'clock). The Primresa very ohligfa^ly 
satt down, and xm 2AI ate a very hearty aai 
veiy obeerfnl meal : she staid with us laU |he^ 
day began to decline, and behai/fed wiih lofif^ 
nite ease and condescension* 

2P. The Duke of Cumberland is dangerpuiily 
ill of a quinsey, but the truth of bi$ illnes9 
proceeded from a :^ll from his horse.. 

Not. 3. ' Mr. Ralph told me that he had ma^ his 
peaee with the Ministry, by the means of Lord. 
Hartihgton, to whose favour be was recom- 
mended by Mr. Garriek r that he was to have 
3901. a year and aSW. imihediallely down, to 
repay to those he- \W9 engaged with, the mo- 
ney they had advanced to him. Mr. Pelham 
had told me all this before, as also, that it was 
coirtrary to 1ms opinion, but that his brother 
was uneaigr about li?, and therefore he had 
acquiasced. 
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I saw Mr. Pelhaia: be told ppe twt ]^f4 it^s. 
PcfiU^tt W€»t immediately out of towa from ^^^- ^• 
ipra^ni^ ax^d that be had had no coover^ticHi 
with hii»» ];mt a brolf^]^ onQ> while he was,Trailr 
mg to be ca}{ed in, by the Kiog. His Lordship 
bad lold him he had m^n hi$ letter^ w^ det 
lUe4 tha;t he bad evfr sai4 Mr. Pelhaqti iya« 
ftHT Lprd £^ont» but that he (luord Ponlett) 
wasi for htfOf and woiild fwly ovm it. Mn 
Pelb^m replied* that it wa» upt material ; bitf 
that he (Lord Ppulett) /should publicly declam 
at the Mayor's fea$t^ tJ^aA be {Pelbam) vras ift^ 
di^erepjt between the thfee^ when his Lord^ 
$hip kpew b?. bwl $o explioitly declared him^ 
i^f in fayovr of me and my frie»d>^ waa very 
sm^Mlftr J as was also, his being for Lord Eg- 
vs^mt^ whea l^ (PouA&tt) had offeved and pro-^ 
i9^ed bptb bis^ brother and him» to do ps th^y 
sboi»)d d«siiie htgn, which tk^y told Wm, was 
enlif^y to assist, pae in ev«y Uwng. Hp ww 
cpWsd; i»,: to the K«f>gx beforp Lord Pfl^lett 
C0WJI4 in jdiei MB aiiswer. The King asked him 
aboiM; tbinelectionj and Lord Poulett's beba-» 
vioMr» and stwd, that he kmw$ he bad mad)9 
ip with bis sob before he died^ but, the King 
€4>iild sol; tell whether tbe roepnciUatiol^ H^at 
«wi«g t^ mc or I^ord Egmont,. but that qm 
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175S. ^|» ttie. «Ker had a hold upon fcim. Mr. Pel- 
ham said to the King, that he knew nothing 
of his own knowledge, but he conjectured* it 
might be by both, and that, he b^^ved. Lord 
Poulett^s plan wtts, as far as hfe could coiltrTvej 
that the election should fall upon Lord Eg- 
mont iand me. The Kinjg said he thought sof 
too, but that was not enough, and then a^ed 
him, how he thought it would- go? Mr. Pel- 
ham -answered, that he* did not find by me| 
that I was disposed to give up 'the iriterest; 
b^ when it came to much expense and much 
tfoude, which must be' the consequence, hie 
supposed, as his. Majesty did', that their design 
was to let me see my own election,- and in 
that case I could hot say how- it would go: 
for thiat' he did feot think he'haid a rightf/ in the 
present situation I stood; to insist upon' my en- 
gaging to go through tha^ expense and trou- 
ble, to keep out an opposer, when my o#tt 
electioli would be easy without it. I told Mr; 
Pelham, thatJ I would be at a woi^ with hito ? 
that the fact and the interest wa^ eidaotly, ai^ 
the King fend he understood it : that^^ to the 
interest, my seait did not depend; updli it — tb^if 
I hfed nobody to succeed me,' Whom i could 
wish should b^ tiie bettet forif^to-thid he 
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agreed. I added, thativhen I did thingsV I ^^^^* 
nef er did them by halves : I professed attach- 
ment .to him» and that where I had any in^ 
terest> I meant to exert it against those who 
opposed his administration; that, therefore, I 
desired him humbly to assqre his Majesty in 
my name, that my election was not the object, 
for that I would undergo the same trouble and 
the same expense, to keep out any body that dif*» 
fered with his ministers, as I would, if my own 
seat was in question. Mr. Pelham promised 
me, he would make the kindest use of my .de- 
clarations, 

I waited upon the Princess, who received «• 
me with great goodness: she complained of 
the little regard paid to. her recommendation 
of the late Prince's servants: she supposed, she 
said, the Ministers meant a, great regard to her j 
meant it, but had not shown it, yet. 

The Parliament opened. I went to hear 15. 
the sjpeech, which was very unexceptionable. 
In the House of Lords, the Duke of Newca* 
stle brought ijx a bill to repeal the act of last 
session in favour of the Jews. Doctors Seeker 
^ind DriMnmond, of Qx^rd and St. Asaph, 

Q 
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MS$. spok« 1^ tba repMl, wkk s^ttlimmte of ch^ 
Ndv. 15* ri|y^compwh»Mi<Mi>a«diaier«>jrof0o»tt 

h}gh)7 b^cofning them, md to lh«4iQiioilr both 
^«Jiio Cfanrrh and State. 

17. The Princess sent for me tp attend l»er be* 

tvreen eight and nine o'clock. I w^W to Iwpi- 
cester Hou§e, expecting a siw^tU compaA/ wd 
a little music, but found qpbody but her {loy^l 
Highness. She m^de opie ^v^w ^ stopl ai¥l $it 
hy the fire-side. Soon aftej' oame in thf3 PriQC<^ 
of Wale^ and Princo Edward, and tb^Q the 
Lady Augusta, all in an undr^s, and took 
their stools and sat round the fire with us. 
We continued talking of fanailiar occurrences 
till between ten and eleven, with the ease and 
unreservedness and uncpnstraint, a^ if one h^ 
dropped into a sister's house that had a fa- 
mily, to pass the evening. It is n^^chto be 
wished that the Princes conversed fajpiliarfy 
with more people of a certain knowledge of 
the world. The Prinpess'§ attentigia to me 
seems an indication of a good hearty as if she 
resolved, as far as it is in her power^, that th§ 
Prince should not forget those, who wer? ]^' 
loved by, and deserved w^Il of, his father. 

Dec. 11. I saw. the Duke of Newcastle^ and- cwt- 
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Bri^Mnatef) was only to kasp out .a moii^ ' 

who JOf^fMmd those, to whom I attucHod my- 
self: that my owniseat W€» not concemod iti 
it : that the maintaining the interest there 
was^ to me, nothing, having nobody to be-^ 
qiitodi it to. I theh told him that, in these 
lakktbet^y thosd who wonU take nioney, I 
wonld pay^ and Hot bring liim a bill t those 
that wonld not take^ he must pay; and I re- 
commended my two parsons of Bridgewater 
atid Weymondi, Burronghs and Franklin: he 
entered into it rery cordially^ . and assured me 
that they shouM Have the first Crown livings 
that fihonld be vaoant in their parts, if we 
would look out and send him the first intelli^ 
gehcil I then just touched upon what had 
ptt^d between Mr. Pelham and me. He pro^ 
iessed his knowledge and approbation of the 
Whole. lMid,ImU8tthinkthatsomucho£Pered 
and do little asked, in such hands as theirs, and 
at a t^me when boroiighs were a commodity 
particiiI|Krly, marketable, could not fail of re- 
moving/atIe^st,i resentments, and of obtaining 
pafdc^, which language I was willing to hold 
to my own Sovereign, but to no othen Hifi 
Grace was fery hearty, and cordial, and pro* 
Q2 
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175$. tested that erery thmg should he dime to 
^^' ^ '* shMr their) true regard and friendship foi! ne. 
He did seem tolay no great stiSess upou'^f- 
'fidulties with the King* I conduded by:i^ 
ing .him, that I^ had no desires :6f being: in 
favour with the Kiag, or eren well with hiinr> 
OP about, him : that'dl I desired was thatrte 
and bis brother might be able to 88^> that the 
King ]eftme to them— that was all my prioe. 
He. answered very cordially to appearance. ^ 

2H. I waited on the Princess, and staid with 

her two hours.. Much freedom and coiidb- 
soension — ^rather too much of the first on my 
side. I endeavoured (by her order) to Explain 
to her the present' unhappy dirisions' in Ire- 
land, and begged her to make the Primce 
thoroughly master of them. I told her, that^ 
though I did not doubt' but that the presait 
heats would somehow, and' in appoaraacebe 
allayed V yet, 1 was simjerdy griefeed at:ti:ie 
consequences which, might*: from indispoaiag 
i>utnbers of a rich' and thriving people* most 
cordially attached to the family hitherto,:arise 
in a new and young reign ; .that I did ;£ioC like 
the prospect. She replied, with a visible at- 
t^rc^ion; iri her countenanee to a mixton^.idf 
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Setceaess and grief that I had never seen be- nss. 
fore, — It is true, and we .have other very dis^ ^■^* *^ 
agreeable prospeqts^ Then, yery suddenly,, 
she recovered her plaeidness of look and voice. 
I said, indeed. Madam, I do not see any. 
What at that moment struck her, I know not, 
but.'it was very forcibly : perhaps itjnigbt be 
the Duke. She told me some instances of the 
PriiK^e's feeling: the . subjection he was unden: 
(I have since .heard, that Prince £dward.cpm«; 
plains of it, and of his brother's want of spirit); 
I said, it wais to be. wished he coukl faayemore 
company.. She< seemed averse, to the young 
people, from the excessive.bad educati<>n they; 
had, and from, the bad examples tl\<^.gave^; 
She. appears uneasy, and, ijadeed, het situa*^ 
tion is yeiy diijagreeable, and much to be^ 
pitied. .... 

'.it.- ' .i ■ 

. The Eari of Home, on Sunday night, 25. 
brought. the account from Ireland, that the 
Irish Parliament had rejected the bill for the. 
appropriation of the surplusses (which was 
altered in council, here, by the addition of the 
King's consent only) by five voices. . A dan«- . 
gerous event, and productive of more misn 
chiefs than I shall live to see remedied! 
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1754. I went to White's, to a baSot for increaauig 

^^^' ^' the old chib, which passed hi the liegatwe, 

34 to 10. At an election, the Earl rf Hon^ 

ingdon had one blackball, and the Eatl of 

Hillsborough had three. 

24. I had much talk with Lord Barnard, who 
' ^ve me strong assurances of the friendisbip 
and regard of the Ministers Ibr me: tfa^ tUey 
would do every thing possible forme with the 
King : that nobody died to make roonn and 
they cottld not turn out. Many instaAcesof 
their pilsiHanimity, without his perceiYtngi* 
himsel£ He declared his and their detertih 
♦ion of Mr. Fox— George GrenYille*s imolenee 
in refusing to come to town, and of opposiar^ 
^le number of seamen without the (east notice 
to Mr. Pelham — Pitt's perfidy, and his party's 
making up to the Prince — that Barrington 
would not accept of being chosen at Saltash, 
bivt would be elected at Plymouth, whidi 
borough wa;s designed fi>r Admiral Cfinton, 
Lord Lincoln's uncle— that Fox had asked 
Mr. Pdiham for the fi^-st vacancy in the Trea« 
sury for Barrington, but had been ahsolutdy 
refiiieed — that Duppliin was to have it,, and 
Lord Northumberland was to have the &ESt 
blue ribband. 
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*. Went to tfc« Dbke of Newc^Mei $aA ^ot 1754. 
the Kring of Broadiroitfcy for Mr. Borrottgh*. ''^' ^• 

, My old smd tttiinate M^qnaiiitance, poor Fbb. s. 
Mn Haotipden^ died suddenly. 

' I waited Apon Ithe PriDceite, wba Wfta^ dittifi^ li. 
J)9 Leotairdi for her fkstxxtii Isdy Ao^rt* 
jodly .wee with her. 

Coo&ciiatStJafiiefir'd. TheJodg^ilaltftfjid^ 28. 
^ «ad were called kiv A ch&rge WES' delt- 
^eteA to thenn (the Kkg pi^eseMy attd in hie 
fiflme) by 1^ Chtoc^Uohr, to be by thAni glt^ 
oil their rcBpecti^ier eiretiit^, agams« iiMigfiloii, 
imiiQKHnsdityy Mtrrdersy poi^Midg9» kc. This 
WW in coDseqiMMce of a niotidn m the HMse 
of Le«ds^ by the Bishop of Woreeste1^^ lo^ 
something to be dene by the Legislature fi6 
thk ^fect^ in eonseqneiiGe of tbekst paragraph 
of Aie King's speeeh> at lAie opening of ih6 
sesBions. 

As soon as I rose^ I received am aoedunt MAR.e. 
that Mr. Pettiam ^ed at sk o'elook. 

. i weal to Lord B»m»daiLdMafidmfbRilH 7. 
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1754'. till five in the morning. ' We had a Idng cob* 
^^ ^* versation, and agreed tfaat^ if Mr. Fox CBXAt 
intp Mr. Pelham's place, their interest was 
entirely undone: that Mr. Fox had declared, 
he would have it; that he had served up to i^ 
and it was his due, and that he w|» resolved 
to give way to nobody : that the Pitta, Ly ttle- 
jtons, and Grenvilles had written a l^ter, that, 
if Mr. Fox had it, they would oppose: that 
Lord Bath had sent a message to the Chan« 
cellor, that if Fox came in, old as he was, he 
would muster up a party' to oppose : that he 
was. sure Mr. Fumese, I, and my friends^ 
wpuld also do so : that Fox was at Lord 
Hartington^ between seven and eight- on 
Wednesday morning: that Hartington was for 
him: that he thought the Duke of Graflton 
was so too, who had behaved most infamously 
to Mr. Pelham, and was a most pei€dious 
man : that Mr. Pelham led a most uneasy life, 
from his brother, as well as from some family 
affairs: that when Lord Barnard died, the 
Duke of Newcastle sent him a letter, directed 
to the Earl of Darlington, and told him he 
must take it as the only mark, then, in their 
power, of their particular regard to him : that, 
sonie time after, the Duke proposed him,* and 
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Hour, who refused both, atid told him; he slip- *^^** '^' 
posed he designed to leave nobody on the 
JSak^o^'s Bench : and now that he had chkdt^d 
Lord Qaimard out of the settlement of suc- 
cession to his est&te, be wanted to make him 
amends by promoting him to be an earl* 

The Duke went to Cambridge for ten dayar, 
hvA made his brother, Mr. Pelham, give his 
word, that he would not stir in this thing; 
during his absence. Somebody acquaints 
Laidy Yarinouth with it, who puts th<^ -King 
in better temper about it. She bids Mr. 
Pdihate move it to the King : he excuses htm-^ 
self upon his word given to his brother: she 
says, they must agree that, among themselves; 
for the King is prepared and expects to hear 
of iti Mr. Pelham moves it, and it is fa- 
vourably received. The Duke returns, and 
the moment he sees his brother, flies into the 
niost violent passion, that he had told him a 
lie, broke his word, &c. &c. with sucH intem- 
perance, that Mr. Pelham went- away to the 
Solicitor General, till he cooled. Friends in- 
terposed, but the Duke, another day, flew 
f nto, the isame ihteikiperance to Lord Barnardi 
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175^ aai Mk'i MumdMp in preMoceof Ms mlefcdt 
Mar. 7. clMusii^fe^ tk^t he would j/liwrf his hrpthas 
that he would make hinsB kaow that ht AamM 
ngi dare to do any thing in his absence. Ace 
and tbej (tid not see one another lot ^ fort' 
night This story shows the uneasiness- of 
Mr. Pelham's situation in his pritate hS^ 
Lord Barnard pressed me much^ to suggest 
wbom> I tboiight proper to fiU Mr« Pelbam's 
place ; I said; the Soluciior-~that would not 
^o-<-he wouJd not take ii^~the people would 
not bear it I said> then put a Lord at the 
head, and make a ChiaiiceUor of the Exehe* 
quer.—Wbat Lord?--Why not Lord Cai&le? 
— the best he had heard named. Any but Lord 
Winf^helsea*) his behaviour had beeasuchte 
Mr. Pelham9 that he would ne^er sit at a 
Bowd with him ; that if ever the Duke of 
Newcastle saflEered him in any enidojmieiit) 
H^le he had any power^ he should loc^ on him 
ad a very mean, cieatune ; that the Duke of 
Devonshine was sent for,, who went to Chate^* 
wmth last Mondajy^ but he doubted if he 
would come ; that Mr. Pelhdm was my fnend 
sincemly, had- often mentioned tne fkvonraldy 
to the King, and when I had eoDSCutied what 
I bad engaged in,, ^bout the eleutionB^ he 
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hopeil to be able to serve me» bat waidid not 1754. 
tisfl me $0, tiU he waa sure he could do ifc— *'^*'^* 
[tlik I took filP Mo0nrhineJ] As an instance 
<if Mf. Fox's pcrfidjr to Mv, P^am, he said, 
that her set the King upoa Mm to repeal the 
place-bitt, which Mr. Pdbam absolntsdy re« 
fitsed; and now, latelj^ upon the endeavont 
t» lep^ the oath^ in the bribery aet; the 
4affff ik was to be moved, he was. with Mr. 
Bdham »t two o-dock, and gare him hui 
woidv that he wwdd not speak fi>r the repeal,, 
and tlien went ,tb die Hoose and did spedk 
fbc it. Lord Barnard cenchidea^ that he (Fes) 
west firom Mr. Pelham to the Duke, who 
commanded him to speak; and the rather» 
becaim beings at the House himself,, he saw 
lurdSandwidi in the gatiery, and observed, 
tfaaA, as soQSL as Fox had spoken, that Ixurd 
went away. He said, that SandvHch was a 
most dishonest man ; that the Duke of New-* 
eastle was, ait firsl^ in raptuists 0S fondness for 
hjm; and when he grew angry wiith him, 
Mr. Amndeli told Mr. Pelham, it was hia 
own finilt, he had nothing to complain of; 
when he knew, that he betrayed Chesterfield 
to him, whali reason had he to think or. to be 
snrpidsed^ tiiat he should not betiray him to 
the Duke ? 
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i!754w Waited on the Princess. We began hy 
laughing about the plays. I then told her^ 
that, as I did not design to trouble her long, 
xhy message should be short'; and it was only 
to put her in mind and desire her to remember,, 
that, at this time of changes, and at all others 
thiLt might happen, my first engagements 
were to her and her House, to which, when 
she would let me know her pleasure, all others 
were to give place, and should be subservient. 
She received it most kindly, and said, she was 
thoroughly convinced of it: and that no 
changes that could happen, ought or should 
make her and hers forget my friendship and 
attachment to them. And nqw. Madam, 
says I, if your Royal Highness pleases, we 
will return to the play. But she could not 
quit the subject — asked what I thought they 
would do ^ I said, I had not seen any body, 
who could be supposed to have any direction; 
that I did not, in the least, desire to be in- 
formed by her Royxtl Highness, but. that, to 
be sure, she must have some lights about it.' 
She answered, she had none. I said, that was 
a fault, and that she ought to have them; 
that the Ministry of late years, had been like 
children round a fire, telling stories of spirits, 
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tai they fpiglit^necl one another, that they J^^** 
dared not look behind them i that it was be^ 
Come; necessfiry, that she should give them 
courage ; that the people were very solicitous 
to see something that looked, as if she had a 
sliare ii^ it, apdthat her security, was consi- 
dered; that I woijild not mention what was 
i^aid, becaute partipularnames were mentioned . 
unfavourably. She replied, what could^she 
da? ^Xo get things into the hands of certain 
peci{)le, was as impossible as to mbve St. 
Jamet^'^s Hou^e ^ and for any thing else what 
did it signify? Besides, she supposed they 
knew wh^re Leicester House stood; it was 
open. I. s^id^ that means should be focmd to 
direct thf m ; for, what had happened to Mr. 
Pelham. would sooner or later, and in less 
tiil!ie^ happen elsewhere. She said, alorsj 
ixmme alors^. I i^^plied,- that she would be 
pleased to consider, that she would/ have 
the^e, and only these bands to work with, if 
she continued as she was; and it might create 
soikie difficulty to /begiii with those where 
there was so litde correspondence or con- 
nekicHi.^ She said^ it was not an agreeable 
prot^^t; she :hoped the King would do what 
was b^yt; but she thought Mr. Fox would 
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1754. taeeeeA Mr. ^Ihatn, and the wm vay iotrf 
' for it; and thiK great didlike of Mr. F0qe*4 
coming in, she repeated several timai ia Ait 
rest of oar conversation. 



12. I had good intelligence that the PrineeM 
took what I said to her very kindly, and that 
she expressed herself favourably of me. 

1*. Dined at Mr. Stanley's^and here I nlnst 
take notice of the extraonlinary sdends that 
have passed, since the death of Mr. WVhatii, 

' He died about six o'clo<^k on Wednesday 
the 6th. Mr. Fox was at the Marquis of 
Hartington's before eight that morning. Ne* 
goeiations begun. The Dnke of Devonshire 
was sent for, the same day : he came on Sa- 
turday night the 9th. t was informed that) 
as Mr. Fox was supported by the Duke and 
the Princess Emily, to succeed Mr. Pethatti, 
the plan to disappoint him was, t6 r€ff«S6the 
Treasury, but to 6ffer him something tl^ 
was better than the War Office; iVhichthey 
hoped and believed he would refbse, and then 
to incense the King against him, and show 
him, that Fox would take nothmg> that wis 
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cempidible wifli the Duke of Newoaille'^ re- m'^^** 
nakiing la |X)wer. This I wm toM, but could 
BiHt ^gme to myself 9 what that something was 
to Be. On Monday the Uth, tut night, by 
the inteirentiou of Lord Hartington, between 
Ate I>ske of Newcastle and Mr. Fo)c$ the 
Krog agreed that the Dake of Newcastle 
ihould be at the head of the Treasury, Mn 
Legge Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. 
FflK Secretary of State. I knew it early the, 
next morning, and finding that was the some' 
thmgj I thought it a something that must ruin 
4he Duke of Newcastle. On Tuesday night, 
tlus was declared to the Cabinet Counicil. 
Wednesday night, the 13th, Mr. Fox had a 
meeting with the Duke of Newcastle, where, 
as Yt afterwards appeared, they differed about 
the powers that he (Fox) was to be trusted 
with, in his office : fpt* he understood, by Lord 
Hartiugton, that he was to have the direction 
of the House of Commons, and had acquainted 
me that morning, by Mr. Ellis, a Lord of the 
Admiralty, that he was to have the absolute 
dfrection of that house, but under the Duke 
of Newcastle, and as his man^ who was to re^ 
iSMin in full power, with the whole confidence 
«m1 secret of the King« But finding, at thid 
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1754. conferAce \^ith the Duke of NewcMtle, thftt 
'either this was«iot meant;. or, that he wa& 
not to be trusted with . sufficient powers to 
execute it properly^ they parted dissatisfied; 
and the foUowing morning, Thursday the 14th> 
Fox wrote to the Duke to be eULCvabi from 
accepting the seals of Secretary*. Thi^ news 
I heard at dinner, and was much, surprised <at 
it, as was, the whole town. One side says, hti 
used, and wrote the most abject submisisions, 
to get the seals: he says, that he onlyroff^ced; 
as he. really meant, to serve absolutfily under 
the Duke of Newcastle, and only ri^uiced 
sufficient powers to be able to do it in the 
House, without exposing himself. 

15. Mr^ Ellis came to me, with the ayowal 
of Mr. Fox, to give mie the material part of 
this account, adding that, as. a proof of what 
]Mr. Fox meant, he instanced Mr.. Craggs be- 
ing Lord Sunderland's man, when he had;the 
Treasury, and was in full power with the Ja|e. 
King — and also,, thait he; had declared to the 
Duke of Newcastle, that he never desired to 
touch a penny of the secretrservipe money, or 
to know the dispositicm loif it, farther than was 
necesi^ry to enable, him to speak to the mtms 
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]>ers, without appearing ridiculous* He endei ifs*. 
;with dtrong assurances of Mr. Fox's regard ^^^ ^^* 
and friendship to me, and his desires of having 
mine in return : ^this very strong. 

Wentto see the Duke of Newcastle, Much i«. 
company, and no opportunity to talk wi<& 
him. This day came out a new comi^ission 
<)f Treasury, such as I never saw. The Duke 
of Newcastle in his broth JsVs place, and the 
four former Commissioners*^none of them 
Chancdior of the Exchequer— that remain** 
ing with Lord Chief Justice Lee. 

Dined with me, the Earls of Coventry, 18« 
Jersey, Temf^e, and Hillsborough; Lords 
Strange, Hobart, and Barrington; Sir Fran* 
CIS Dashwood, and Mr, George GrenviUei 
The talk was, that Sir Thomas Robinson was 
to be Secretary of State, and that he had re- 
fused it — this was not believed. LordBar-* 
rington staid after the company wece gone, 
and told me his transactions with Mr. Pel-, 
ham, relating to the Treasury, and last Thurs^ 
day, with the Duke of Newcastle. He spates 
his promises from Mr. Pelham too strong, if 
what Lord Barnard told me be true — and by 

R 
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.1754. his ci»nttrsfltion wUh the Duke of Newcastle^ 
^^^^^^ iithink he will not tare it this time 5 at least, 
not before Lord Dupplin. 

10. I was to wait upon the Duke of Newcastle, 
firho, 'widi great seeming kindness^ hi^gged me 
to come to him on Thursday^ by nine in tha 
morning : that he was sensible of my friend* 
ship, and would endeavour to deserve it; I 
saud, he certainly did deserve it ; bat, I hoped^ 
he would idiow the world that I had . his. H<l 
replied, that he would use all his endeavours. 

^1. Went to the Duke of Newcastle's. Began 
liy triling him, that T considered and. respect- 
ed the weight, he must lie: under, of diiferent 
khids, at this time; therefore, should never 
trouble him^ but when it was absolutely ne-^ 
eessary, and never long: lliat I wats come te 
assure him of my most dutiful ikffection, 4nd 
sincere attachment to him, simfdy, hav2i% no 
engagements to make me look to th& right or 
the left^-^also, to repeat nQr readiness to com**- 
ply with the engagements I had tsaken witi^ 
his brother, which I understood to be with 
him, and supposed he would continue to ap* 
pcc^ve: but that, what had happened, made 
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it necessary to recapitulate them, though he )7^4. 
jqi^w Ih^m; that tJhe en^agemeats on my «d0 ^^' ^ ' 
were^ to give him all the little interest I had« 
towards the electing the new Parliament — I 
did in ia ttw Couaity ^ Doraet, as fax a^ they 
^a^ed tq piidb it-*-] engaged ^sios.specifijcal'- 
ly» to €tooos0 iwo «aeitber& for W^ymoi^th, 
wMch l^e desired might be a son of the Duke 
of I>evoii6hire> ^i^d Mr. £Ilis» of the Admiral- 
ty — I supposed he would confirm that uomi- 
]]^tiao> h^i that was notyng to me : I was to 
ohioose.twoi of his aomination> which now was 
ig^llen to him; i»a be might name whom be 
pii^as^d : thait I was. alsa» enga^d to exclude 
J^iKl EgiAoot from Bridgewater^ if I .o(»uld» 
<|f wbiclh 1 should give htm a £»i?tber adcotmt, 
Yik^m. I knew his pleasure upon this first pari: 
localise there might be meutioo made odT tha^ 
t^jftfiACtioii in the closet, and there were some 
{iaj^ticjiriarities attending it> that, it. was pro*^ 
babte, he might not be acquainted with. JHk 
a6$i)red me of his^ fri^dship and aflSectioisi, w 
a solemn amd dejeei^ manner ; bstjew his l!wQ* 
ther waa. siu^ere to me ; knew all our e^g^ge^ 
W^tii> ai^ looked upon himself as party to 
thorn; would do ev^y thijag in his: power to 
€i9il»pJy:wifth them,, and agreed ti» Jiis. bito^ 
K 2 
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1754. ther*s nomination of Lord J. Cavendish and 

JVIar 21 

' Ellis, and hoped they would be agreeable to 
me. 



. I proceeded to the article of Bridgewater, 
which I said was thus— Long after my mutual 
engagements with Mr. Pelham, when Lord 
Egmont made that unfriendly attempt, Mr. 
Pelham asked me, what would become of it ? 
I said, ,tbat it need not affect my election, 
though it might destroy the Whig interest 
there, for ever: that the interest was very m- 
different to me, as I did not expect to live to 
see another Parliament, and had neither suc- 
cession, relation, nor friend, that I could or 
wished to leave it to: but I asked him, if it 
was indifferent to him, that Lord Egmont 
should come in there. He said, no, to be 
sure; and hinted, besides his public opposi* 
tion, great distaste to him personally, as if 
something very dishonourable had passed be- 
tween them : I avoided entering upon that, 
and said, that as he thought him his enemy, 
I thought myself obliged to oppose him, 
where I had any interest ; that I was sorry it 
came so home to me, but that I designed to 
do it. Some time after that, he told me that 
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the King asked him, if I seriously designed to' i^^*. 
endeavour to keep Lord Egmont out of^^"^'^^' 
Bridgewater, having been told that it would 
be a matter of some trouble and expense — 
Mr. Pelham replied, that he could not speak 
to his Majesty with any authority, but he 
thought, I would: that I desired h]Qi> when 
next those matters came to be discussed, to 
lay me at the King's feet, and tell him, that as 
I found it would be agreeable to his Majesty, 
I would spare neither pains nor expense to 
exclude him: that thus it became my en- 
gagement to do it, if I can. That these 
were the engagements on my side with 
his brother. He saw, that I had not di- 
minished them, and I was fully determined 
to perform them, let what would fjail out 
on the other side. The Duke was very 
serious, and dejected, during the whole con- 
versation, and threw in several warm ex- 
pressions of approbation, and then said, that 
he was loaded with too many things at once, 
for one man to bear : that he had seen, and 
his brother had told him, how handsome my 
proceedings had beep : that this was the most 
noble, that could be imagined: that lie, had 
transactions with many, but none like this, 
aijd beggied me to sp-y, what his brother en- 
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1754. gaged me to do^ and to iell him all that had 
^^^^^' passed, and how I understood it. I said, I 
must be excused ; I could not talk about ad- 
vantages to myself, that were to take their rise 
from my own assertion only, when there waj^ 
nobody to contradict me: I was afraid, he 
would have enough of that from others : it 
was sufficient that he was satisfied, that I bad' 
not whittled down the obligations which I was 
to perform. He pressed me still more strongly 5 
till I told him, that I would not talk of it at 
all, without reminding him, that I was abso^ 
lutely determined to fulfil all the engagemeals 
I had taken, and repeated to him, without any 
regard to what might be done on the ^th^r 
side : that it was the last transaction of my 
life, and therefore should suffer no ambiguity: 
they were too fkr gone to admit of any altera^ 
tion 5 let what would happen, I could not re- 
fine them away ; I thought myself bound 
by them, and would, at all events, perform 
ihein : that my proceeding must be as open 
and clear to the memory of his brother with 
him, as they would have been with his brother, 
if we had had the misfortune to lose his Grace: 
that, even on this footing, I had very little to 
say I for I was sure, he must know that his 
brother was to remove the personal mkrepre^ 
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^ntatioiis that I ky under, with the King, sit 1754- 
a proper time, and to bring me iato the ser- ' ^* 
^ce, in a proper manner : that I nerer thought 
x>{ fixing him down to a particular day, or a 
particular office, because indeed I meant more, 
I meant to come in, so as to live with them as 
an humble friend, under their friendship and 
protection. He said, veiy seriously and 
Warmly, that he would never assert any thing 
as done, that he was not sure, was done ; but 
ats to the King's dislike, we might wave that. 
It was impossible, but that must give way ; it 
dould not withstand such a behavidur as mine: 
we might put it out of the question : with two 
'or three strong expressions more, to that pur- 
pose. He then asked me, if his brother had 
engaged to bring me in, before the election^ 
were over. I said, he had made me no such 
promise, that I had never bartered with him, 
so as to pin hiin down to a day or an hour; 
my views being to obtain their friendship, &c. 
as I had before explained to him. He said, 
he always understood it so ; and asked me, as 
there would be many changes, and that they 
were obliged to cut the cloth into as many 
pieces as they could, if 1 thought, I could 
conte in before the election* I said, I did 
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1754. think I could. He replied^ be knew I might 
^** * be trusted> and would talk very freely to me» 
and tell me how things stood, since I said^ I 
thought I could come in now: that the Secre- 
tary's office was settled, and that he had four 
positive engagements, which were to Lords 
Hillsborough, Dupplin, Barrington, and Mr. 
Nugent : but that he had not, and would not 
promise any one of them, till it was done and 
•settled with the King. He then expatiated 
on the King's kindness to him, which, how- 
ever, he attributed great part pf, to the exi- 
gencies of the times : that hi& Majesty had ad- 
vised him not to promise, and that he replied, 
that he should take great care not to have 
himself quoted against himself. I said, I un- 
derstood that the Secretary's office was de- 
signed for Sir Thomas Robiason. He said, 
yes, and that for the business of the Northern 
Province [N. B. He is to have the Southern 
Province] no man in England understood it 
better ; that he was not happy at explaining 
himself, but no man knew more, or had better 
understanding. I said, I knew him very well, 
he was a worthy man, and I loved him. I 
said, what if I came into the place he left i 
He considered a little, and said, very well^ 
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pray go on. I said, I would particularly 1754. 
support him in the House, where he would ^^^** 
chiefly want it. He said, he knew he would. 
I said, there is my old place. Treasurer of the 
Navy J that must be vacant: I should like 
that better than any thing. But, I added, 
why should I enter into these things, I 
leave it wholly to your Grace. He said, that, 
by a strange fatality, the direction of the 
House of Commons was fallen upon him, who 
had never thought of it; and he must expect, 
that the great attempt would be, to show that 
he could not direct it : therefore he could not 
choose by affection, but must comply with 
those who could support him tliere. 1 said, I 
understood so, and that I thought, I might 
pretend to some abilities that way : that in the 
opposition, I was thought of some use there : 
that in Court, indeed, I never undertook much, 
because he knew I never was supported : but 
now, when I should be supported, I hoped I 
might pretend to be as useful there, as my 
neighbours. He said, it was incontestably so. 
I said, that I would derogate from nobody, 
but considering the superiority of age, thq 
offices I had gone through, and my rank in 
the world; and adding to that, choosing sis; 
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1751.. members for them at my own great expense. 



Mar. 21 



without the expense of one shilling from theilr 
side, I thought the worid in general, and even 
the gentlemen themsdres, could not expect 
that their pretensions should give me the ex* 
elusion. He said, that what I did, was very 
great — that he often thought with surprise, 
at the ease and cheapness of the election 
at Weymouth — ^that they had nothing like it. 
I said, I believed there were few who could 
give his Majesty six members for nothing. 
He said, he reckoned five, and had put down 
five to my acc6unt. I said it was so; but 
this attempt of Lord Egmont's made it six- 
he would observe, that I did not pretend to 
choose two for Bridgewater: but by Lord 
Egmont*s opposition, the two members must 
be entirely owing to tne; for if I did not 
exert my whole force to exclude him, he must 
come in, and the court would have but one 
there. He thanked me, said it was most clear 
as it was now explained, but he had not con- 
sidered it in that light. I said I must be ex- 
cused from talking any more about myself : 
that I left it entirely to him, and to the King; 
that I was fully determined to make this sa- 
crifice to his Majesty, let him use me as he 
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pteaised i that I would keep out of the way of 1754.. 
a personal affront : that I knew I had given ^''^ ^*' 
no just cause of ofltence, but that I would not 
justify with his Majesty — that it was enough 
that he was displeased, to make me think that 
I was in the wrong, and to beg him to forget 
it: I would not even be in the right against 
him, and I was very sure, I would never again 
be in the wrong against him, for which I 
hoped his Grace would be my caution. He 
siiid, he would with all his heart. He took 
me jn his arms, and kissed me twice, with 
strong assurances of affection and service. 
I told him, I would go td Mr. Ellis, and ac- 
quaint him with his nomination to Weymouth; 
he desired I would, and from him tell him, 
that he^ agreed to his brother's nomination, 
but Aot to say any thing by way of com- 
pliment. 

N. B. When I came in, the Duke had a 
quire of paper before him, upon which, at the 
top I saw my name. He took notes of all 
that passed: called in Roberts, showed him 
the paper, and told him, he must write it fair, 
the notes in one column for his use; the other, 
blank, to take the King's pleasure. 
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I75i. The Dake of Newcasde resigned the seals, 
' and Sir Thomas Robinson received them, and 
the following day, those gentlemen kissed the 
Princess's hand. 



27« Dined at Lord Barrington's, and found that, 

notwithstanding the fine conversation of last 
Thursday, all the employments were given 
away. 

^i* Lord Barnard kissed hands at Leicester 

House as £arl of Darlington; Mr. Charles 
Townshend for the Admiralty ; and the Lard 
Chancellor, as Earl of Hardwick. 

Apr, 1. Waited on the Princess, in the evening, by 
her order. — Music. Sir George Lyttleton as 
Cofferer, and Mr. George Grenville as Trea- 
surer of the Navy, kissed the King's hand. 

2, Went to the Cockpit. Short talk with the 

Solicitor, who is extremely hurt, dejected, and 
dissatisfied with the proceedings. 

8. Arrived at Eastbury. 

j,^ Dr. Sharpe and I set out from Eastbury at 
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four o'clock in the moming> for BridgeiV!atef> I754^ 
where^ as I expecl 
agreeaUy framed. 



where, as I expected, I fouiid things very dis- ^^^^* 



Lord Egmont came, with tnimpet9, noise, 12. 
&c. 

He and we walked the town: we found 15. 
nothing unexpected, as far as we went. 

Spent in the infamous and disagreeable C u. 
compliance with the low habits of venal < is. 
wretches. ' ^ la. 

Came on the election, which I lost by the n. 
injustice of the Returning Officer. The num- 
bers were, for Lord Egmont 119, for Mr. 
Balch 114, for me 105. Of my good votes, 
15 were rejected: 8 bad votes for Lord Eg- 
mont were received. 

Left Bridgewater for ever. Arrived at East- is. 
bury in the evening. 

Arrived at Hammersmith in the evening. [ 24. 

^ I went to the Duke of Newcastle's. Re- 25, 
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for Bridgewater, whei^ I had nfit^ I told hm^ 
that I would give him a detail of that whole 
traRsaclion» in a$* clear and short a li^aisiAer as 
was possible, if he was then at leisure to re- 
ceive it : but if not^ and he thought it worth 
mentioning to t^e ]iittg» I woi^di qnly give 
him tb^ head& of it» and faie miglM^ say> tbat I 
was to acquaint him with the proofs of those 
, beads, at a npeetii^ wbrcb h^ ha4 appointed 
/■ on purpose. A<^Qor^ingly I began Ij^ telling 
'\ him, that I had done all that was in th^IMW^r 
of money and labour, and showed him two 
biUs. for moqey renjijtt^ iJ^tb^Fj ; V^re I. went 
c(p^n> qne of IWOZ- one of 500/. besides 9iji 
tt^ ny>iiie^ tl^n in^wiy stf waqd'^.hand^^ so that 
the ejejctipjci wc(u^ cost jjif e about 2^1500 1, in 
the ne^t piwe, if tbi$^ ^Iciptip^^fcood, .the boi- 
rough was for ever in Tory b^iUid^; thj^* # 
this was occasioned by want of proper support 
from 1|he CQ^r^> and from thq behaviour of the 
servants of the Crown. Up^ Mr* Pelham'f 
death, seeing the multitude of promotions in 
which no uoitice was tak,en of n^> and Inpi^d 
Poulett acting openly against me, with all his 
ipi|;ht; seeiAg na check given to hin>, or en-^ 
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CQ^v^gefneutt to me, they so stroagly conr iT5i 



du4ed the Government to be iodifi!Qrent» that 
five put o£, the Custom-^bouge officers gav0 
single votes for Lord Egmont. The next bead 
wa^'-^tbat, in spite of all, I bad a, fair mftjoritj 
of Icigal votes, for that the Mayor bad. admitt^ 
eigjiit bad votes for Lord Egmont^ and refused 
iifti^en good ones for m^ ; so that it was eo.* 
tir«ly in their own biwds, to retdeTe the bo- 
rough, ^md get rid of a troublesome opponent 
if tliey pleased : that if the King required thip 
piece pf service, itw?is to be donei 8»d tht 
borough put into Whig hands, amd under hiip 
influence, without any stretch pf pgwer ; f^r 
the cause wa^ 30 qlear and indisputable^ that* 
instead of wanUng their povyer to support iU 
nothing but their power ci^uld withstand it 1 
that (if it was expected) I would lend niy 
name, and my assistance here and in the cQun<^ 
try, to rescue the borough, and deliver it into 
such hafids as the King shall approve pf; but 
that I, on vfiy own accpuntji would have nothing 
more to do with it. I had fulfilled to the ut-* 
most the sacrifice of duty which I had pro- 
mised:! and* proposed to myself ; I desired no 
retrieval or acquisition of interest, and would 
^bsduteljp be no farther concerned, than as 
the canal to convey that borough into his Ma- 
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A^^^26 J^*3^'^ disposition. He replied, that they im- 
' derstood the borough to be lost, and also, that 
it was entirely a party affair : that Lord Shaftes- 
bury had ccmfirmed him in it, and assured 
him, that the violence of the Tories against 
me was much inflamed, by the assistance I 
gave, and offered to give Lord Digby, last 
summer, at his appearance for the county of 
Dorset: that they knew Mr. Balch neither 
would, nor could support Bridgewater: that 
nobody had acted like me, or considered the 
King and his service, in what I had done, and 
now offered to do, so nobly and disinterestedly, 
&c. I said, that what I had done was in con« 
sequence of what I had declared before to 
him, v\z. to show my duty to the Kmg, and 
my earnest desires to pass the rest of my life 
in his Grace's friendship and protection : that 
I had backed my fancy, and left the rest to 
him. He made great professions of good 
wishes, good will, best endeavours, &c. &g. 
which weigh with me as much as the breath 
they were composed of. 

May 20. Hie Master of the Rolls died yesterday. 



28. 



I received the Princess's commands to wait* 
on her at Kew the next day. 
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Went to Kew before eleven o'clock. The ilsi, 
l^rincess walked with me till two- — Much M^^^^* 
conversation about the Prince : wished he saw 
nidre company — but who of the ydung people 
were fit? Wished he had acquaintance older 
than himself: durst not recommend for fear of 
offence; while he had Governors, &c. and was 
lirider immediate inspection, all, that they did 
not direct, would be imputed to her. In a 
year or two, he must be thought to have a 
will of his own, and then he would, she hopedj^ 
act adcordirigly. Expressed great slight knd 
disregard for those in office, and her usual 
dislike for the King. We talked of his accu- 
itiulation of treaEsnfe, wfcich she reckoned at 
4^000,000/. I told her, that what was be^ 
come of it, how employed, where and what 
TVas lefii I did not pretend to guess; but that 
I compufted thfe! acciimulation to be frdnn 12 to 
15,000,000 /. That these things^ Within a mo- 
derate degree, perhaps less thaii si fourth pSrt, 
<^6uld be prO\^ed beyond all pbSsibilifjr of de- 
nial i ind, T*^hen the* tase sliduld ex}iM;i lVoul4 
fee published in doriti'ove'i^sial parfiphlets, if 
troublesoine times sbduld afise, which I hoped 
in God Wdtild neVer hapfpen. She was ver^ 
Jtriiid and gracious to' me* After dinner j, JJbHt 

S 
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1754. Bathurst and Lord Moreton (whom^ with his 
May 2§. gQ^ j^^d daughter^ she saw upon the road, and 
asked to step in) walked with us : they staid 
but httle, and left us with her. Lady Augusta, 
and the two Princes ^ we conversed till n^ar 
eleven, when I returned. At home I found a 
letter from Mr. Balch, acquainting me that 
he had brought Mr. Burroughs with him, to 
lay the Bridgewater business before the Mi- 
nistry. 

30. ^^ went to town before dinner. I told 
Messrs. Balch and Burroughs, that having 
laid the whole affair before the Duke of New* 
castle upon my arrival, and he having assured 
me, that he would appoint a time to go through 
and settle it, which he had neglected to doji I 
would not go to him : but I advised them to 
wait on him, and that I thought the best way 
would be, that Mr. Balch should write a note 
to acquaint his Grace, that he had brought 
Mr. Burroughs with him, who, in conjunction 
with himself, WM best able to give him an ac- 
count of the injustice the whole party la- 
boured under, who thought themselves well 
entitled to his Grace's protection, in obtluning 
that justice, which they were detepnined to 



Digitized by 



Google 



359 

proseqqtq; therefor? desired to koow when ^P^^' 
li- • 1 • 1 . 11 ,1 May 3a 

they might wait on aim, to lay that whole 

transaction before him. 



Parliament opened by commission. I 31, 
took the oaths without door*. Very fuU 
House. 

Waited on the Duke of Dorset. Mr. Balch June i. 
resolved to write the note I advised (of which 
I gave him a draught) and send it that night. 

Went to the Duke of Dorset's, and ac- S. 
qnitinted him with my situation with the Mi- 
nistry. Wen4; to the House. Mr. West de- 
9k^ to speak with me — said that Mr. Balcfa 
had written to the Duke of Newcastle (which 
l^ter he showed me), who had appointed' to 
see him on Thursday; but the Duke desired 
to see me fii^t. I told him, that I would go 
to him to-morrow. 

Went early to the Duke of Newcastle's, 4. 
He told me that he had received a letter from 
Mr. Balch, but desired to advise with me, be- 
fore be saw him : that nothing was settled, or 
be should hme sent to me long before ; that 
S2 
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1754. he was against multiplying petitions, for rta-'' 
June 4. ^^^^ obvious to me : that he knew nothing of 
Lord Egmont ; but had heard that he some- 
times talked as if he was willing to battle it : 
that if it should be made a point, he did Bot 
know, if we were certain of carrying it : that 
Lord Egmont would make a party : that pos- 
sibly, the Princess might wish he should be 
let alone, or at least, that those of the late 
Prince's servants might be for him. I said,' 
that I had laid this affair fully before hiin 
already ; that he knew I had pushed it in the 
country with such an expense and trouble, 
and so absolutely, considering it a servicer 
which the King (as his brother told me)- wish- 
ed: that it had cost me 3,400/. that I wa^ 
fairly chosen, nor would the Returning Ojfficer 
have dared not to return me, had he not been 
encouraged by the servants of the administra- 
tion t that the borough was lost, and lost 
solely by a Lord of the Bedchamber and the 
Custom-house Officers: that they might re- 
trieve it, or not, just as they pleased ; leave it 
in Tory hands, or recover it ; get rid of Lorrf 
Egmont, as an opponent, or keep him in, as ai 
friend, I should neither be satisfied or dissatis- 
fied with it; I should not be obliged by the 
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one, or disobliged by the other. I dealt !754.. 
clearly with him, and desired to be understpod ''^''^^ 
without any ambiguity : I had told him this 
before, and my opinion and resolution was the 
same. He said, he acknowledged it, and de- 
sired me to advise what was to be done. I 
told him, I could not advise, because I did not 
know the truth of my own situatiqn j it was 
time to come to a full explanation upon that 
head, for it must come to a decision : that I 
had done all the services in my power, and 
spent very great sums, of all which, they, now, 
had the benefit : that I had made no bartering 
bargains, but had done it frankly, -with a plaiiv 
avowed, and accepted intention to take off the 
edge of the King's ill-grounded resentment, 
and prove my attachment to his Grace; to 
show myself his immediate friend ...;... 
a few lines were in this place torn, by an acci- 
dent ^ from the manuscript ....... I re- 

P^ed, it must come to a conclusion, one way 
or another: if after accepting both offer and 
execution of all I could do, I was to remain 
under an absolute proscription, and exclusion 
from all favour, that every other subject of my 
rank might j ustly expect, I must do as I could, 
but it must be explained and fully. He said, 
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1754. jjg himself liked to deal teplicitly, and to un* 
der stand clearly what was expected : that he 
had fetid my services before the King in the best 
manner he could; though some people (of 
whom he would inform me afterwards) had en- 
deavoured to insinuate to his Majesty, that I 
had not the power I pretended to at Weymouth. 
I asked him, if he himself did not tell me in 
that room, that he had declared to the King, 
that the borough was redelivered into my hands, 
on the express condition to take his election of 

two, for that time only? this be* 

ing the opposite side of the leaf which was men*' 
Honed before to haoe been torn^ a fexj:> lines art 

also here wanting . . .' . he would 

do it in the best manner he was able : that it 
had been insinuated, and he had not said, ex- 
pressly, that he would 5 but had not said, he 
would not : that if I had my view upon any 
particular thing, or office, he would move it, 
and try to get it, in the most cordial manner, 
I said, as to going to the King, I would post- 
pone that consideration for a minute : that, as 
to the last, he well knew I never tliought of 
making bargains, that I left that matter to- 
tally to him. He said, that there were few 
things that a man of my rank could accept^ 
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and that none of them were vacant. I said, i754. 
it was true, but I did aaot impute that to him ; "^ " 
that as he was at the head of the Treasury, I 
should choose a sieat there, if it was vacant, 
sooner th^n any thing, but I could not take 
that ; at the same time I begged he would ob* 
serve, that I did not expect to be Privy Seal, 
if Lord Gower should die 5 that I did not come 
to make bargains for this, or that thing, or 
time; he had forced me, before I went into 
the West to say, that Sir Thomas Robinson's 
ofiice, or my own again (both which were then 
vacant), I should like very well ; he gave them 
away without considering me. 1 desired no* 
body to be removed, much less to die. He 
must think that 2000/. a year would not make 
my fortune, with one foot in the grave : that 
as to rank, I had heard that the King was odd 
about titles : that I had as much respect for 
the Peerage as any man, but he could not but 
see, that, in my situation, without succession, 
or collateral, a Peerage to me, was not worth 
the expense of new painting my jcoach : that 
I desired to pass my life as his attached friend 
and servant, persuaded that he would, as such, 
do me fevburaWe justice the first opportunity 
that offered. He said, that he understood me 
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1754. yery well : that I could have no competitpr ic| 
the House of Commons 5 I expected then anj: 
employment that I could take, which should 
first fall; and added, I suppose you will he, 
disobliged, if you have not th^ very first that 
falls. I demurred a little at the oddness and 
bluntness of the proposition^ and did not well 
conceive the intention of it, but after a littlq 
pause, said, — rthat is a hard word, my Lord, X 
do not absolutely say that. There may be, 
possibly, reasons that my real friendship for 
him might make me acquiesce in ; I will f)ot 
say so hard a word at once ; the case will 
speak itself, but it must cqme to a positive 
issqe-r-and now, my Lord, I must resume the 
offer your Grace made of going immediately 
to the King, to demand a categorical finswer, 
whether he be deternained, after all I have 
done and spent for his service (of whiph he 
now reaps the utility) to suffer no return to be 
made me, when opportunity throws it in the 
way, but to e^^clude me from p.11 the advan^ 
tages I am entitled to, in cqmmpn with the 
rest of his subjects, both by my rai^k; and m^ 
services? as to his resolution, it must be 
known, but as you profess your sincere desire^ 
that I should be properly considered, it lipf 
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^poik you to do it in the best manner, and. at 17^4. 
the properest time: I do not prepcribe to- 
morrow pr the next day, this week or the next; 
but as this is the only obstacle, it must he 
knowU;^ absolutely, and in a reasonable time: 
if I axfi proscribed from amongst all my 
fellow-subjects, I must, and shall submit to 
the King's pleasure with all possible respect : 
but as your Gr^ce has re-assured me, that 
you have represented what I have done, fairly 
9,nd favourably to him; till I know it from 
your Grace, I cannot believe that so just and 
generous a Prince would accept a poor sub- 
ject's offers of spryice, and suffer him to carry 
them into execution, at so great axi expense, 
Tvith a resolution absolutely to exclude him 
from all sorts of common favour. I thought 
it would be what never happened before, or 
to me only. He said, . he would do every 
thing in his power, and did not imagine it 
could end so. I told him, that I heartily 
wished it might not, but it must end one way 
or another, it must not remain as it was ; for I 
was determined to make some sort of figure 
in life : I earnestly wished it might be under 
his protection, but if that could not be, I must 
Tnoke some figure ; what it would be, I could 
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1754. not determine yet; I tntrst look round me a 
" ^ ' little, and consult my friends, but some igm-e 
I was resolved to make. He said, he would 
do his best to settle it to my satisfaction ; he 
did not thitik it could end in a proscription. 
I ^id, i ought to hope so, for my own sake j 
but if he should not be able to obtain common 
indulgence for a friend, whom he favoured 
^nd thought useful, and who had given such 
convincing proofs of his utility, I should be 
sorry for myself indeed, but I should also be 
sorry for him too ; i* was being upon a very 
indifferent footing* indeed, I should therefore 
be very sorry for it, upon his account, as well 
as my own. He said, he would do his utmost 
to prevent it from coming to that, for, now, he 
understood me thoroughly. He then desired 
we might advise together about the Bridge- 
water affair. I said, I thought that all at- 
tempts to quiet the Whig party there would 
be vain, without beginning to turn out the 
officers- He seemed very unwiHing to go so 
far; and at last said, that he knew I was a 
man of honour, and he woiild trust me with a 
secret, which I must never reveal, not even to 
the Duke of Dorset ; and then, after a multi- 
tude of precautions, and exacting engage* 
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he told me, that the truth was, that he had a 
mind that this petition should not go on; and 
if I could assist him in bringing it about, he 
should be much obliged to me:— ^but if it 
should be known, it would be reported and 
believed that he had made up with Lord Eg- , 
mont, which was by no means true ; for, upon 
his honour, he had neither spoken to him, nor 
seen him, nor had any negaciation with him j 
for he knew very well, that if the King was 
informed that the town was resolved to pe- 
tition, and there, were the least grounds to 
throw out Lord Egmont, he wotdd order him 
to push it vrith the utmost vehemence, I 
said, I had often told him it v^s no cause of 
mine ; be it how it should, I should not take 
it as a matter of payment or dissatisfkction : 
that I would certainly keep his secret, which, 
however, every body would see through, if 
no justice was done : that I v^ould do all I 
could with Mr* Balch and the town, to quiet 
them^ but that, without punishing the officers, 
I feared he would find it impracticable, which 
he would better judge of when he saw Messrs. 
Balch and Burroughs on Thursdiay. What, 
if he offered the alternative, and tried to make 
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1754. the giving up the officers, the price of dropping 

JuME 4. ^u farther proceedings ? He said, it was a 

good thought, and he. must scramble off as 

well as he could. So we parted, with usual 

protestations. 

6. I saw Messrs* Balch and Burroughs, who 

had been at the Duke of Newcastle's. His 
Grace had talked them over, but nothing po^ 
)5itive> not so muqh as punishing the officers, 
but he told Mr., Balch that he would send 
Lord Dupplin to him— While they were with 
me. Lord Dupplin was at Mr. Balch's, and 
soon after they met, talked very amicably, 
and agreed to meet here on Tuesday. This 
haste to see Mr. Balch, was in order to learn ^ 
aU he could> that he might talk it over with 
the Duke at Clermont, l)etween Saturday and 
Tuesday* 

la J AVent to Lord Hillsborough's. Much talk- 
first about Bridgewater election ;— could not 
conceive the Duke of Newcastle could have 
the least difficulty in supporting a petition, 
and woQdered he was not most desirous of it. 
If not, my friends would certainly support 
me — I doubted— He said, that though tht 
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ii^e of politics might have a little separated 175<. 
people, so that they might not be so ready to ^"^^ ^^' 
follow me in every political point j yet in - 
any thing personal, he could not doubt, but 
that the many that had lived vt^ith, and been 
obliged to me, would support me heartily and 
with ali their power. I* still doubted. - He 
toid that my relations, the Grenvilles and 
Lyttletons would, and he knew it from them* 
selves. 

We thence fell upon other subjects, and 
he desired to know of me, what I thought of 
their present situation. I said, I could not 
judge of it, because I did not know it, hnt it 
seemed to mie very disjointed. He said, I 
could not imagine any thing like it : every 
body of consequence was dissatisfied. I said, 
I could not conceive that, as they had just 
had every thing divided amongst them. He 
said, it wag so for all that ; he not only knew 
it to be so, but from his intimacy with them, 
he knew their reasons, which he would telf 
me, and would begin with Mr. Pitt. That, 
indeed, he had no intimacy with him, but was 
♦told them by his bosom friend Mr. George 
Grenvilley who was also Ws f that, itrdeed, if 
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n54. Mr. Pitt meant monej, I might well think, 
' he ought to be satisfied ; hut> his p9w»sion was 
not money; it was ambition, power; of 
which he had no share. This made him very 
uneasy, which was highly increased by the 
late promotions. Instead of being acquainted 
with, and consulted about what was to be 
done, he was only informed what was done ; 
instead of offering him his share, he received 
news, that his most inveterate enemy was 
made Secretary of State; the next post brought 
him an account that Mr. Fox had refused the 
Seals, and that Sir Tliomas Robinson had 
accepted them. I said, that I supposed, that 
they did not think Mr. Pitt could possibly 
undertake an office of fatigue, or an office of 
business, from the state of his health. He said, 
that Mr. Pitt replied, he himself ought to be 
the best judge of that: besides, Mr. Legge, 
who could have no pretence to go before him, 
was made Chancellor of the Exchequer, just 
in the same manner. They should have 
offered him at least They should have made 
him well with the King, who was his enemy, 
which they had never taken the least care to 
do. That Legge, George Grkiville, and Fox^* 
were his (HiUsbofough's) intimate friends. 
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an4 fcye knew tJUeir thoughts from thenaselves ^ ^'^^^ 
that M to I^gg^y he acknowledged that he ^ 

wi^ proinot^3 ; tif o^gh he. did not much de- 
sire it5i however, when he was plaqed there, 
he tbonkght that he should be supported : he 
expectei) to be, as well with the Duke of 
Newcastle as aipiy body^ though he was to act 
£m under part : but he found himself in$te3d 
of bett^r^ not to be so well with him, as the 
FCist of h)s coUeegues ; that he knew nothing 
of whal; wa& doing, or to be done, aad was not 
<^Onai4en0d at all in any thing : that George 
Grefiville was v^ the same way of thinking, 
and eocpected very different treatment, fron^ 
his rank and consideration in the House of 
Commons : besides, if he had less reason to 
be displeased, nothing would make him easy, 
while his great friend, Pitt, was dissatisfied: 
that as to Fox he need say nothing: Fox 
says, he was offered the Seals with proper 
powers tP be at the head of the House of 
Commons; and the next day, he was told 
with some roughness, that he was to have 
none, nor wap he to meddle with the conduct 
pf the House, farther than as it related to 
his office igihat he might have accepted with 
honour, even upon those last conditions 5 yet 
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June 10. ^ . , ^ , i , 

office upon the first ; he must have been a 
mean rascal to have submitted to the degra-^ 
dation. I asked him, if, considering the sus- 
picious temper of the Duke of Newcastle, he 
thought the Duke wduld be WiUitig to leave 
Fox in the closet, in any station, after what 
had passed. Lord Hillsborough replied, he 
believed not ; but that Fox would meddle very 
little, and if he gave no particular offence, htf 
thought the Duke could not get him Out; and 
added, that he and the rest of them sbould 
take very little share in business, unless there 
was more trust and Communication, than Had 
hitherto appeared. 

*5* I saw Messrs. Balch and Burroughs, who 

had been with the Duke of Newcastle, and 
were promised by him, in the strongest terms, 
tliat our party should be supported. 

19. Lady Orford' staid wi(h ine sibove three* 

hours. Her business was to lament her mis* 
fortunes, for that Mr. Shirley and she were 
parted, of which she gave me a long accountt 
the whole of which was, that he insisted upon 
something independent, and that^Phe would 
pkrt with nothing out of her oWiI power; 
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Lord Dupplin came to talk about Bridge- 1754^ 
waters but first, he informed me, that he had ^""^^ '^^• 
told the Duke of Newcastle what I had said 
about myself^ that* I had offered a free and 
unreserved friendship, and that, after what I 
had done, I thought myself well entitled to the 
treahaent and favour of a friend, and that it 
must be decided one way or another : that his 
Grace seemed td desire it, as much as* I did. 
Lord Dupplin added, that he understood it 
would be settled, and though the Duke did 
not explain himself positively, yet fcis Lord- 
ship considered it as a thing fixed, and which 
would soon be over. I gave him proper 
thanks, and said, it could not remain as it did; 
that the Duke was so' generous as to press me 
to say, what his late brother was engaged for. 
That I would not speak to my oWn advantage, 
when the only person, who could contradict 
me, was dead: that, indeed, there was no 
bargain for particular things ; friendship and 
connexion was what I asked, and Mr. Pel- 
ham said, he was equally desirous of it. Lord 
Dupplin said, he knew that Mr. Pelham, tor 
more than a year before he died, looked upon 
our union to be as settled, as any connexion 
he had, and always added, that I was the only 

T 
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V!54^. nidB of business ih^y ha^i w4 he wM resolted 
^^ * to attach rae to them. I v^kdp tbut thottgfa 
I had not said so nuch to the Dkike» Mr. 
Pelham declared tkat I had a go^d deal id 
marketable ware (parliaiueotary iatareal), and 
that, if I would eoipower him to ofer it all to 
the Ki^g, without xottdUioii8> he woali he 
answeiable to hxmg the a&ir to ^ go^d m« 
co^nt : thatt if his fafigaigroiftpt had aot bemi 
takeo^ the n^tiu?^ of the tibiiig fdainly s|Nik* 
it. S«rv¥:e is obligation^ ofiUgatioH iti^giim 
return. Coold any man of h^i^oiwr profew 
frieodship^ accept the o&rs irf his fr^eod'i 
whole services^ suffer those yenrices to be f^ax^ 
lied into execptioo^ avail himself of theiv 
Whole utility^ and then tell that friegcid> be 
could not^ or he wjpald aot make him aay xe^ 
turn ? Could thjere be sach a character i Sup- 
posing this gentleman had a master, whijffi^ 
affairs wpre promoted by these servicej^ the 
concurrence of whom was necessary to this 
returnj but who was indisposed to bis fri&xd ; 
could he answer it to his friend or to the 
worlds when he found his master's resent- 
ments irrempveable, if he did not advise his 
friend to take back his o0ers> and apply them 
as be might think best, unless he chose to 



Digitized by 



Google 



its 

mk tttem on an adventnte, tot the perfoWA-* Jt^^-i. 
atice Off which he coirfd not be answeraW^? 
Thfefc tirings s^kfe themselves, and all taan-i 
kind must see them in the samt^ light: that» 
be it how it would, it must be thoroughly un- 
derstood by the wdrld'—Ef this connexion^ 
ahd the acceptanijfe df my effectual services, 
was net 'Ratified by effects that justified thenr, 
I nmst be contented to pass folr a dup^, knd 
they, for Sharpen! ; the world i/ronld justly tall 
ine fool, and them, by a much harsher name j 
but for myself, Ilm prepareci to bekr it alii 
let what would happen. I"lfeiind means t6 
l^eat iliis particular deduction and conclu- 
sion, two, or three times, in the subsequent 
conversation.' l^e then fell upon Bridgewa- 
ter-**the Duke bf Newcastle would do every 
ttitng W suj>port the party 5 he demurred up- 
on petitioning, oidy, for fear of making it a 
handlefeif forming an improper connexion at 
ijetting out. I faiew fliat those in consider- 
able places differed among themselves, and 
almost aff dHsowned immediate dependence, 
ohtigation,' iind allegiance to the Duke, and 
that thby Itiight, <Mi %uth an occasion, perplex 
and distaifl^ his <?mce. ^ I said, I understood 
him, and afte? baving stfmigly represented to 
T 2 
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1754, lum that, what I uiidertook, I had pet&Kmedf 
Junb21k ^jj^^g Yie acknowledged I was larrly chosen: 
that I meant it a service j if they weresati* 
fied^Iwas : if they desired to make effectual^ 
what their own dependants had obstractedrl 
would give my assistance, but that I was 
wholly unconcerned , in their determination : 
I added, that I did not. think ^hts case 
was liable to the inconveniences which he 
had mentioned.: for that I had reason to 
think, that Mr. Fox would not- espouse^ even 
privately, Lpfd Egmont against me,, though I 
had not seen him since my return from the 
West. That I had been pressed by several 
with offers of service, to know if I would peti- 
tion : that the Grenville's, &c. had given m? 
to understand, that they would not only )t)e for 
me, but actively so : that I would own to him 
in confidence, that I myself wished there 
might be no petition : that the Duke might 
think it no ill bargain, if he could^rf Lord 
Egmont, by suffering him to sit only, without 
any farther pretensions^ upon his Qrace, and, 
perhaps, I might think sa top : but I thought 
it impracticable; for if I was in his Grace's 
confidence, I. should be obKged tb teirhim, 
that> if LordEgmoQt subscribed to that bar- 
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^kin ; when the fourteen days for )^etitioming 1754. 
Svere expired^ if the Duke did not engage to "^* ^*' 
gratify his Lordship (which would be no easy 
matter) the fifteenth day, it was my opinion, 
that he would break with his Grace on the 
sixteenth. Lord Dupplin said much of Lord 
Egmont's falseness and ill behaviour to Mr. 
Pelham> who told him, that he was so gross a 
flatterer, when he brought him in for Weobly, 
that it was <iuite shocldng, and Mr. Pelham 
showed him a letter from Lord Egmoht, in 
which he writes, that he was happy in hav- 
ing found a man, in whom he could have an 
implicit faithf vnth a great deal more of ihis 
kind. He then entered into the means of 
managing this affair of Bridgewater. I said, 
I could say but little to it, after what I had 
said ; that my being in their confidence, or 
not, must and would chiefly decide of the 
complexion of that business. He replied, he 
always lobked upon that as done, and to be 
sure^ that must be decided, before any mea- 
sures could be taken with eflect. I told him 
that one way came across me, and only one, 
to make all things easy, but charged him', as 
a man of honour, never to mention it, as a 
thought or suggestion of mine; because^ it 
was not so much as my wish, and the sugge&» 
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lUi. tim Migjbt be cttustrued to impiytlie wudi: 
fvwui. ^j^^ ^^ expedieiit was, if any tbiog sbooUl 
hftppeo^ or be formed, to make room for me 
in the service, before the meeting of Vzrhar 
ment } that would racate my seat, and I co^^d 
isieither petition nor stand for &id£^watei^^ 
but I enjoined l^im nerer to m^ition this (for 
it struck him much, and made kim^ for a few 
minutes^ very thonghtfiil) ae coming J&om 
me» for I really meant it> only as a pleasaaf 
tty, between him and nie> that rose on a 

July 2. I went to toim to see Losd DnfypKn^ abont 
the Bri^ewater business. He said, he had 
told the Duke of Newcastle all that had paas« 
ed between w, and bad explained the nature 
ftf the friendsMp I offered, in contradiBtinctum 
to the inconnexien and intionfidence of others 
in office : that the Duke appioYed of, and de^* 
fited it, and meant to effect it : that he press* 
ed his Grace to end it with the King^ for 
when the proscription was taken off, and the 
King had accepted mCi the Duke wight then 
declare, that I was in his confidence, and un* 
der his protection, and that.he was at liberty, 
and would do me justice, the first opportnnity 
that might happen: and flien he (Lord Dop* 
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pUii) Go«ld have the piessnre df eommutiicat* it54. 
iog every Aing» he knew aad heaid^ cotifiden* 
tSMy to me, and Bhoold coMiderme and him^ 
mit, and tlie Attorney and Siooe (vHiieh last 
was pteoent when he talked to tiieDnke), ag 
one p^^mon* I eaid, I could not iHiagitie any 
veaMn why Stone should be Hidisposed to-* 
wards Me. He cried, indisposed t very miicb 
tile Contrary; he desires it grexiij, and so do 
ail the Ddce of Newcastte'^s friends. I r&. 
plied, if it ended otherwise, it Would be the 
most scandalous transaction that ^er appear-- 
ed to the woikU and appear it vvmU He said, 
it could' not end ill — he loojced upon it as 
dene, for be demred me to observe, that the 
IMkB did not hold op the King at all, or so 
much as inf»nnate that he apprehended any 
difllcnlty from his Majesty. I begged Lord 
Dnpplin to press the Dnke to make an end of 
it» before I went to the West-, and tlMtt I 
wmdi wait en him beforc I set o«it, and 
earaestiy neqoested that it might be entirely 
iettled. 

I weat to the Duke of Newcastle's. After n. 
his (%raoe had talked mdocisivelyabont Bridge- 
water, ef which I gave him the hearing, I de* 
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^'^*- sired to know positively, what I was to ex- 
July 18« * 

' pect : he replied, and toM me, that he had 

laid all my services before the King in the 
fiuUest manner, but it did not satisfy him : that 
his Majesty endeavoured to lessen my credit 
at Weymouth — ^that the Duke replied, that 
he thought his Majesty himself bad told him, 
that the borough was put into my hands, at 
the renewal of the charter, on condition of his 
naming two members for that time only. The 
King could not deny it; but upon the whole, 
he would not receive me to any mark of his 
favour. I said, that, as it was so, I received 
his Majesty's displeasure with that respect and 
resignation, which became me towards my 
Sovereign ; that, after such offers received, and 
suffered to be carried into execution, at the 
expense of nearly 4000/, I did not believe 
such a conclusion had ever happened : but I 
submitted, and must act as opportunity and 
accidents should direct. The Duke express- 
ed much sorrow ; protested the sincerity of 
his endeavours, and said, that what would' not 
do one day might do another. I replied, that 
I could not judge of that ; biit if he imagined, 
that I would remain postulating among the 
qOD^mon^herd of suitors, and expose myself to 
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suflfer twenty unworthy.preferencesi njfdpe, to 1754, 
get, perhaps, nothing at last, certainly no- •'^^^^'* 
thing that I w^nt^d,— it.was impossible; I 
would as soon wear a livery, and ride behind 
a coach , in the streets. I repeated these - . 
words again in the course of the conversation* 
We parted very civilly. 

I called on the Attorney General, and told 19. 
him what had. passed, and desired hini to be a 
witness, that I looked upon myself, as free 
from all engagements, after such a return; 
and I expected tQ have no hints thrown out of 
breach of faith, &c. whatsoever party I might 
take. He replied, that I was undoubtedly 
free, but he could not believe, it would end 
so. He protested, he was sure that the Duke 
of Newcastle had represented every thing in 
the most favourable manner, though he should 
not wonder, if I did, not. bdieve it. J said, 
that, all things considered, it was pretty hard 
to believe it. He replied, he agreed to that : 
and if theyi on their side, did not return to 
the chargQ, till they carried their point, he 
would believe so too: they must do it, &c. 
wbic^h was very civil and insignificant. 
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If 54. I wmt to EaodMiy. 

Sett. 25. Retemed to Hammersmitb. 

Ocv. s. t €dlM tipoa Lord Hillsborcmgh, aad had 
uracil free talk with him. Nobodj ta office 
satisfied, or would act b^ond their particidar 
department Nobody empowered, or that 
would take the lead. Mr. Pitt had s^en the 
Duke of Newcastle for an boor, and retnme^ 
ta Bath. The Duke would have entered with 
bbn into the American expedition, to dislodge 
the French from the Ohio; Mr. Pitt said, 
ycur Grace, I suppose, knatm I have no capa* 
city for these things (being dissatisfied that he 
was not made Secretary of State), and there- 
fwe I do not desire to be informed about 
them. He is likely to resign, but not to go 
into (^position. Fox and Pitt are so far 
agreed, that they are willit^, that the first 
should be at the head of the Treasury, and 
the other Secretary of State ; but neither will 
assist the other. I asked, if that was not a 
virtual union. Lord Hillsborough replied, it 
waj» near it: Mr. Pelham had the address to 
play the one against the other j but the Duke 
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had not. He had had some talk wHh the ^^^ 

Oct % 
Duke about this> who told him, all would go 

w€ll> let them do the duty of their offices. 

The Duke said, he had informed the King, 

that he had not much to expect from his first 

rank m the House of Commons (meaning 

Fox, I^ty Legge, Grenville), but diat he had 

an excellent second rank (meaning him [Hillsr 

borough], Barrington, DuppUn, Nugent, 

Ch^rieB Townshend, &c.) That West, Se- 

cretar J of the Treasury, had been with him^ 

and expressed his opinion that they could not 

go on : that he saw many of the city, and it 

was an unanimous opinion they could not — 

that opinion, however founded, was of great 

wmght : that he had told this to the Duke, 

who said, you know nothing of the matter, all 

will go well. The King does not speak to the 

Duke of Dorset; yet, it is possible, he may 

go again to Ireland. The Duke of Grafton 

wishes to send his son-inJaw, the Earl of 

Hertford, thither. All this is astonishing ! 



From Oct 10, 1754, to April 22, 1755, &c 
Diary Htms to have been discontinued. 
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L755. I passed tbe evening at Lei^cester House* 
4^AY . ,j,j^^ Princess was clears that the Duke of 
Newcastle could not stand as. things were. 
She desired it might be understood^ that her 
house had np communication with Newcasile 
House ; but not that she said it, because^ it 
would be told at St. James's, at which place 
she desired to avoid all disputes. 

9- Mr. Pitt came to Lord Hillsborough's, 

where was Mr. Fox, who stepping aside, and 
Mr. Pitt thinking he was gone, the latter de- 
clared to Lord Hillsborough, that aU con- 
nexion between him and Mr. Fox was over?— 
that the ground was altered^-'thB.t Fox was of 
the Cabinet and Regent, and he was lejft ex- 
posed, &c. — ^that he would be second to 7io- 
bodi/y &c. Mr, Fox rejoining the compapy, 
Mr. Pitt, being heated, said the same and 
more. to him; that if Fox succeeded, and so 
made way for him, he would not accept the 
seals Qf Secretary from him, for that would be 
owning an obligation and superiority, which 
he would never acknowledge : he would owe 
nothing but to himself; — with much more in 
very high language, and very strange dis- 
course. Mr. Fox asked him, what wouHput 
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them upon- the saqie ground 5 to which Pitt | i755t 1 
replied, a winter in the Cabinet and a sum- ^^ ' 
mer's Begepcy. ; . 

Pitt talked the same over again to Lord 10. 
Hillsborough^ wh<^ endeavoured to soften mat- 
ters ; but Pitt was unalterable, and desired 
Lord Hillsborough, as a friend, to take an op- 
portunity, of telling Mr. Fox, that he wished 
there might be no. farther conversation be- 
tween them on the subject ; that he esteemed 
Mr. Fox, but that all connexion with him 
was at an end. . 



In 1741 the King Was at Hanover, and 
the French marched 42,000 men into West- 
phalia. Bussy wa^' sent with a convention of 
neutrality for Italy, which was signed in 
September' 1741 — the consequence was, that 
15,000 Spaniards passed under Haddock^s 
nose. If the same should now happen, and a 
neutrality for both Indies be demanded ! 

i Notwithstanding what had passed at Lord J 5. 
HiUsborough's, Messrs: Fox and Pitt have had 
another conference, not so alienating, but not 
satisfactory. I have seen neither, and so do 
not know the particular^. 
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Vf^. X mrflg vMk th^ Piinttesii by li«r ot^ \ w« 
***^^* hod much convetvaftiM^ bojth ih the mortiicg 
and erening^ in which, I thinks tilt was said 
that my memory could suggest to me upon 
the present rtate of affairis— the weakness, 
meanness, cowardice, ftnd baseness of the 
Duke of Newcastle— to all which she echoed 
In the strongest t^rms-^the impoi^sibiUty oi" his 
standing without a n^w (System— of this too, 
she declared, she -was fully convinced, and 
that she was so persuaded of his ialsen^^s and 
low cunning, that if she designed to g'o into 
the next room, she would not trust htm with 
It, if she meant it should not be known. I 
laid before her the necessity of a new ^tem^ 
for that I found people would not bear the 
present : that I believed no new one was form* 
ed, but that I saw there was such a disposr<* 
tion, as must end in one, of some sort or aiv^ 
other : that what retarded it most was, that 
people were guessing at her^ and were tender 
of pushing any thing that she might be dis* 
obliged by, and resent another day: that I 
myself had entered into no etigagementa ^th 
any body, and was not io^ of doing it, fact 
that I was upon such a foot with the most 
efficient, that they t^ould scarcely come to 
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my £Sfd phm, ^itboufc aoqnainting me with it55« 
it: tli^t I tbougbfc It abftofaiteljr nefMsary to ^*^^ 
atteii^pt a^ettlentetut^ not Qidy fer tlw pramuk) 
but which mighty with Mkiik idteraituMit, tefit^ 
i¥beii. a artain tvent took phtGd $ &r ft wottU 
h^4i aelmoboijr thing, if nnkr a yoiwg King 
find th^ pieMum tikf a wBit, vfimn effi^MMrf 
and imim^s^ Mtiob wad Jhoquired, iastead of 
qfifl>ultfiig;£(iA<t^ was to be dkiae^ we muA bo 
^!Mrtlgg¥ng wli0 diouU do it: that,.thevefet«^ 
it W9I3 Id b(e wkshedi that some ay^tm, m 
^^ afiincNt to b)9 disagDeeabla td her, ihouUl 
b9 co»Y^xed:to tlid Diiko ofNenvcastie} wUh 
V^ifm^im^^a^ if he wiotiid eml^aoe it, ho 
lOfglit !d^ only \m ituppbrted i^^ but find 
pr/f tecti<Mi another day t if he refused it, ho 
mmX. b^ 1^ to hid enemiej, and expect »o 
39ppprt ^itber now^.or then: that aiy mean^ 
iQg was, to }^ad the King iitto it, i^^thout^b 
kiic^wing it, and make him cottsent imder the 
idea of making his own affairs easy, and that 
he should not kiMlw from whence it arose, or 
the extent of it : that I wished to avoid all 
disturbancefif.; . and it was that, and that alonei 
which made me think of any thing, that wad 
tq con^ntue such a creature as the Duke of 
NewcastlcMt the head of affaitsi even for an 
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1755. hbur^ either how or then. She «igftified htt 
^^ ' entire approbation df all I had said, by seyerat 
flbort inte^upliohs, and thcon said, 'that slie 
was, and long had been mudh alSeeted with 
the mdanchply prospedt of her o\m and h^ 
aon*s affiurs : diat such a settlement, as I men- 
tioned, was doubtless much tp^be dQsrred, but 
holy wa^it to be obtained? ther^ were a hun- 
dred good r^ascms that tied her hands froih 
interfering with thexKang ; those of her Child- 
ren were obvious enough; and if she was to 
stir, it would make things worse ; she- i^w no 
way to extricate hersdf*' I implied, ; that the 
case was extreiaiely delicate: that whenever t 
thought of it, I laid it down, that something 
must be done, and yet, that she must neither 
be seen nor beard in it : that, upon so delicate 
a foundation, such a sort of confidence, was 
required to act, that was above my capacity, 
and such a one that I did not aspire to : that 
I thought men were: wanting: that, I was 
satisfied, the nation had, stilly great resources, 
and that even parts were not wanting, but 
character and experience in business was: 
that the Duke of Newcastle had the ball at 
his foot, when his brother died ; and he might 
have made a lasting and advanta||K>us settle- 
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meat for himself and the country, but he had J^^^i 
not endeavoured to oblige one efficient naan, 
besides his known enemies: that there was 
no violence, no oppression, no particular 
complaint, and yet the nation was sinking 
by degrees, and there was a general indis- 
position proceeding from the weakness and 
worthlessness of the Minister, who would 
embrace every thing, and was fit for nothing. 
She answered, that she was glad to hear me 
say that the nation had still great resources— 
for people told her it was undone — but she did 
not think so : yet, if there were both resources 
and parts too, -and they could not both be 
exerted, what would they avail ? She saw, and 
much lamented, the consuming state of the 
nation, which I n^entioned : it was of infinite 
consequence how a young reign began, and 
it made her very uneasy. She was highly 
sensible how necessary it was, that the Prince 
should keep company with men: she well 
knew that women could not inform him, but 
if it was in her power absolutely, to whom 
could she address him ? What company could 
she wish him to keep? what friendships de- 
sire he should contract? Such was the universal 
profligacy, such the character and conduct of 
u 
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1755. the young people of distinction, that she was 
* really afraid to have them near her children. 
She should even be in more pain for her 
daughters, than for her sons, if they were 
private persons; for the behaviour of the 
women was indecent, low, and much against 
their own interest, by making themselves so 
very cheap. This and much more (with no 
very high opinion of the King) took up abov6 
two hours. About six, after drinking coffee 
with Lady Charlotte Edwin, we were sent for 
to walk. The ceremony of the day seemed 
to be, to leave the Princess to me, for the 
young Princesses and the company always 
kept before, or behind us. Having made the 
tour of the ground, and being shown the im- 
provements, she proposed going into the 
King's gardens: there, she again renewed the 
same subjects 5 we talked of several private 
chatecters; the general indisposition; the 
danger of the war : and then of the inability 
of the Duke of Newcastle, her dislike and 
contempt of him: the impossibility of his 
standing, as he was now circumstanced. 
Something should be thought of, and soon— 
the summer was the time, the winter was not 
so proper for concerting measures. I re- 
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plied that, indeed, in summer people's steps ^'^^s. 
were not so much observed; and parti- 
cularly in this summer, as the King was 
abroad. She again expressed her astonish* 
metit at the Duke of Newcastle's conduct^ 
and said, she could not conceive who were^ 
really and truly, the persons whose advice h6 
chiefly depended upon. I replied, I had 
never heard of any body, but those whom 
public fame had made notorious, who were 
Messrs. Murray and Stone. She said, if it 
,was so, they were veiy bad politicians, unless 
it was true, that they were at bottom the Ja» 
cobites they were so strongly represented to 
be, and gave their advice to carry on the con* 
snming system. I said, it was impossible ; 
for their understanding, their actions, and, 
above all, their interest made it so. She an- 
swered, that nobody but God could judge of 
the heart, and that, for her part, she did not 
give any credit to those reports : she spoke in 
&vour of Murray's abilities ; but nothing, one 
way or the other, of Stone. She mentioned 
two things, which were remarkable from th6 
inferences : the first, talking of what the Duke 
of Newcastle ought to do ; but then, says she, 
he will say the party wiW not come into it; 
the party y this; and the party , that: but I 
V2 
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1755. could never understand what the party was 5 
I have endeavoured to learn, and I could never 
find, that the party was any thing else, but 
the Duke of Devonshire, and his son, and 
old Horace Walpole. The Duke of Devon- 
shire was the cause of the Duke of Cumber- 
land's being in the Regency this time ; and he 
insisted upon his' being left sole Regent, at a 
meeting, where were the Duke of Newcastle, 
the Lord Chancellor, the Duke of Grafton, 
Ix)rd Waldegrave, and old Horace Walpole. 
The second was, on my commending the 
Prince's figure, and saying he was much 
taller than the King, she replied. Yes, be was 
taller than his uncle. I said, in height it 
might be so, but if they measured round, the 
JDuke had the advantage of him. She an- 
swered, it was true, but she hoped it was the 
only advantage that he, ever, would have 
of him. 

In the half-hour between her Royal High- 
nesses dressing and dinner, Mr. Cresset did me 
the favour to come to me, and to my very 
great surprise, entered, at once, into . the 
wretched management and inabilities of the 
Duke of Newcastle: he repeated what the 
Princess had before said, and added, the 
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monstrous. expense of the present armament, *755. 
and yet insufficient ; it' was well made by 
those who had it in charge, when they wer6 
permitted to act; but it was infinitely blame- 
able in the Minister, who delayed that per- 
mission so long, ' and thereby occasioned this 
vast, unnecessary expense in arming. Why 
not be prepared, or at least forward in your 
preparations, in the autumn? Then every 
thing might have been don6 completely, and 
at the usual expense. It was impossible to 
stand as it was — for the same would happen, 
when the war came ^ upon the Continent in 
Europe-^Hanover must be protected, but it 
would be in the same way ; a number of 
e:^pensive, useless, engagements entered into 
in a hurry, too great for the country to bear; 
^nd yet, by that hurry; ineffectual to the end, 
which might be attained by a reasonable plan, 
and upon reasonable terms. Just so was the 
la^t war, ruinous in the expense, and unsuc- , 
cessful in the end, for want of consideration 
arid a reasonable plan at the beginning. BiTt 
it was easily seen, that all was going one way.: 
that it was a sad prospect; for those who 
wished well to the Prince: that the poor 
Princess was very uneasy about it. 
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jT^^ tJ3^ All this is SO; and it i» as certain^ 
that the Duke is full as much indisposed to 
the Duke of Newcastle as the Princess ; and 
the amount of all will be — Nothing. 

The King, the Princess, the Duke, and the 
chief people in employment; all, except the 
King; all avowedly hate and despise the 
Duke of Newcastle. The King delegates his 
power to him. The Princess and the Duke 
(from trifling dislikes in my opinion), and the 
principal people in employment, from this 
strange situation of the Royal Family, and 
from great unwillingness to venture their 
emoluments, cannot unite in bringing about 
the single thing in which, perhaps, they all 
agree. Is not this political prodigy a surer 
prognostic of the fall of a state, than a 
comet ? 

29. During a visit at Horton for two days, I 

had much conversation with Lord Hallifiix. 
We entirely agreed in the insufficiency, false- 
ness, and meanness of the Duke of Newcastle's 
administration: and we much lamented the 
imminent necessity of contrary conduct, in 
the present dangerous state of our country. 



Digitized by 



Google 



295 

The remedy we could not find, though we i''*^* 
agreed that neither the Duke nor the country 
could go on> without other management or 
other hands. I advised his Lordship to think 
of it seriously. He said, the Duke of New- 
castle was his near relation ; he wished him 
well, had served him honestly, had asserted 
the rights of his own office, but had entered 
into no cabals against him : that the Duke had 
sometimes used him kindly, and sometimes 
otherwise; had sometimes obliged him, and, 
sometimes, granted in such a manner as not to 
oblige : that he had frankly told his Grace all 
this, and had pressed upon him, that it was im- 
possible to proceed with these hands, obliged 
as he might think them; but disobliged as they 
themselves thought, or, at least, professed to 
think: that he would press him again, though 
without hopes of success. Lord Hallifax owned, 
he saw nothing to help the Duke, but my friends, 
Talbot and Dashwood> and me. I said, that 
I did not know how he could gain us, unless 
he could show us a real intention to extricate 
this country from the distress he himself had / 
so much contributed to bring upon it; and 
then, that he (Hallifax) should have the seals, 
with sufficient authority to carry those inten- 
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1755- tions into execution, or else, that he would 

lif AY 29, , ' , 

engage with us to force his Grace to a com- 
pliance. He then added, that he had repre- 
sented the . usage he had met with, to the 
Duke, both as his near relation aiid his friend — 
The unwprtjiy preferences — Lord Holderness, 
incapable — then, Mr. Fox — then. Sir Thomas 
Robinson, every way most unfit— his making 
Mr. Fox of the Cabinet, which he before had 
refused . him, under pretence that the King 
would not consent to it — ^his allowing Mr. 
Pitt's claim to the seals of Secretary, by 
making excuses,, and laying it wholly upon 
the King's dislike — ^his expressing much ali- 
enation to Messrs. Pitt, Fox, and the Gren- 
villes, on account of the arrogance of the first, 
and of the falseness and cunning of the se- 
cond, who would deceive the Duke of New- 
castle by pretending to be his friend. I said, 
that the Duke would deceive himself, for Mr. 
Fox did not pretend to do it, and would be 
sorry to have it thought so, as he had declared, 
he neither had, nor would have any obligation 
to him. But that it behoved him (Hallifax) 
not to acquiesce under the pretensions of 
either: for, by that means, they would be- 
come realities against- him, and, in case of 
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any alterations (which appeared unavoidable) ^^'^^^• 
they would acquire a foundation, . if not suc- 
cess. He said, that, unless the Duke of New- 
castle made a new system, he could not go on; 
but if those should succeed, it would be a 
very flimsy and short administration, for nei* 
ther the nation, nor the people of quality 
would confide in either of them. Lord Halli- 
fax added, that he had felt the danger of suf- 
fering those groundless pretensions to be esta- 
blished, but knew not how to prevent them— 
and therefore he had told the Duke of New- 
castle, that, since he saw his Grace -would not 
trust him in busmess, and was continually 
putting people before him, he expected some 
mark of distinction, and demanded th? Garter: 
that the Duke boggled at it, and said Lord 
Carlisle was to have it : that Lord Northum- 
berland insisted upon it : that he would do his 
best, but that he (Hallifax) had no friend at 
Court but himself. To which Lord Hallifax 
replied, he did not know what his Grace 
meant by that — that, indeed, he never thought 
it necessary to apply to whores and knaves; 
but, in short, he must have it, or quit hi« 
office — he did not care it should appeg,r to be 
done in a pique, for both their sakes, and 
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1755. therefore desired the Duke would propoi^e it. 

May 29 ir i- » 

and insist upon it, to the King ; and if his Ma- 
jesty absolutely refused it, that the Duke, 
upon honour, would tell him so, and he would 
then take a proper time to quit the service, 
which would prevent its appearing to the 
world, that the Duke had not the power of a 
Minister, or that he himself had laid down 
out of resentment. The Duke said, he would 
not for the world draw such a thing upon his 
Majesty, but that he would do his best to 
serve him. I said, I wished he had put his 
weight rather upon a share of govemmenti 
and a power to serve his country at this 
exigence. He replied it was nothing; he 
was persuaded that the Duke had never men- 
tioned it to the King. He testified much 
kindness and protestations of friendship, and 
desired to unite and act with me and mine. 
He also observed, that the Duke trusted the 
Chancellor no more than him, and suffered 
difference of opinion from him as impa- 
tiently. 

so. • I had a long conversation with Lord Tem- 
ple, who took great pains to persuade me, that 
they were all very well satisfied with Tjdr* 
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vFox ; though to jealous minds there mi^t he i755. 
pretence for suspicion, from the appearances 
and the consequences of their different con- 
dnct ; they are desperate with the King, and 
have not yet been able to get possession^ 
;either of Leicester House or of the Duke of 
Cumberland. 

Mr, Fox spent the morning with me. We Jumeso- 
had a good deal of talk to no purpose. None 
of them dare come to any resolution. He was 
assured by the Duke of Argyll, that Stone 
was not well with the Princess. He heard by 
West, that the Duke of Newcastle, upon 
West's pressing to make up with him (Fox), 
said, that Stone was always advising the same 
thing, and had lost himself at his own court 
on that account. He said, that the Duke 
was with the Princess on the 22d instant^ and 
proposed to her, taking the Prince with him 
to Portsmouth ; which she approved of, and 
desired him to ask the Prince himself — he 
. did so, and the Prmce agreed to it, but not 
with so much eagerness as might be expected. 
On Monday, Lord Waldegrave sent word he 
would wait on the Duke to settle the journey 
on Tuesday morning ; but, in the mean time. 
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1755. the Princess had altered her opinion, and sent 

JiwB 29. 

' to put it off, on pretence it might give urn* 
brage to the King. Fox refines, and is much 
dissatisfied with this transaction : the Duke 
does not, and says it is only from a resolution 
she has taken, not to be accountable for any 
thing with his Majesty, But Fox is very 
uneasy, and very solicitous to unite the Duke 
and the Princess, which is the only sure 
ground; but I think it will be exceedingly 
difficult, if not impossible to effect. 

J«'LY 16. i^rd Hallifax told me, that the Duke of 
Newcastle had mentioned his resolution of 
coming to some settlement : that Mr. Pitt did 
not absolutely insist upon being Secretary; 
but that there was a great unwillingness to 
speak out : that he (Hallifax) did not wonder 
at it. If the Duke was not in earnest, why 
did he send him such positive terms or desire 
a conference? Could he think, that Pitt would 
open himself upon hints, and to such a mes^ 
senger as Mr. Yorke ? That the Duke, in a 
former conference, had expressed himself, 
<' how much concern it gave him, that I 
should make a speech against him — his reso- 
lution to make up with me — ^inquiries when I 
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went into Dorsetshire, and that, in this con-^ ^'^^5. 
ference, he cried out of himself. We miist have 
Dodington/* Thus far Lord Halli£suc — ^and 
t6 render intelligible what follows, and may 
fcdlow, with relation to Mr. Pitt; I will throw 
oitt what I know of his situation all together. 
His extraordinary conversation with Mr. Fox, 
at Locd HiUsbdrough's,.may be seen under 
May 9th. Th6 other conference at Holland 
House, though somewhat more courtly, was 
liot more satisfactory, and has never been re* 
newed. It se^s 'that, a little before the 
King went to Hanover, old Horace Walpdle, 
either officiously, or being sent, tried to bring 
Mr. Pitt into temper, with hints that the 
Duke of Newcastle desired it, and would have 
done every thing in his power to serve him 
according to his wishes, and therefore he must 
not be inflexible, &c. Pitt replied, he waife 
not, and did not insist upon the Seals now, 
bttt Would be contented, as a proof of the 
Duke's sincerity, if he would take off all 
inarks of proscription^ that the King should 
agree that, when any vacancy happened, he 
^hcfukl have the Seals, and should, in the mean 
lam^, treat him upon that foot. In this way, 
he would not ^^sire any vacancy should be 
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1^55, made for him. Old Horace «eemed to give 
into this; and here, let me insert^ that Fox 
had heard from Lord Hartington, who was 
informed by old Horace himself^ that the 
Duke of Newcastle was very angry with Ho« 
raee» for having advanced so far ; and said, he 
had gone &rther than his commission, or than 
the Duke could go, if he would, or would go, 
if he could. Then came on these extraordi* 
nary jconfer^ices, which, I confess^ I do not 
yet understand. I know Mr. Fox imputes it 
to a design of Pitt, to fix himself with the 
Princess, and that, in order to do M£r, it 
became necessary to declare off with him, as 
tiie Duke of Cumberland's man. But I da 
not think so ; it is too refined for me, as no- 
body but Cresset (if he is) is in a settled con* 
fidence of measures with the Princess, and so 
I told him. 

* 
In this state then, I suppose, Mr. Yorke 
found Mr. Pitt, when he appeared so cold as 
the Duke represented him to Lord Hallifax; 
^ when he sounded him by his Grace's order. 
But the real overture and answer was, as Mr; 
James Grenville told me, from Mr. Pitt in 
effect (though not avowedly), great assurances 
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#f friendship and affection — ^resolution to ^^'^^^"^ 

bring about every thing he wished, as soon as 

possible — 4esirous that they might talk toge^ 

ther» and they should soon agree^ &c. — ^this 

was not by positive message, but by insinua* 

tion. The answer was, that as to friendshi]^ 

and confidence, that was entirely over ; it was 

loss of time to talk any more in that style : 

that if even those assurances were to be carried 

into execution and were realities, it was a 

doubt whether they would be accepted : that 

he would not take, nor hold any thing as ^ 

favour from the Duke of Newcastle, nor ever 

will owe him any obligation: that therefore 

be saw no use in meetings or conferences. 

But if the Duke was really in earnest, and 

meant any thing, why did he not propose 

plainly the three things — ^What was the work 

he expected to be done ? Who were the gen* 

tiemen he proposed to do it ? And in what 

stations he designed them to act? When he 

(Pitt) was clearly informed of those three 

points, he should be able to give an answer, 

after he had consulted his friends, gentlemen 

of honour and efficiency, whether it was to be 

undertaken or not, and upon what t^rms. 

I dined \^th the Duke of Argyll at Mr. 2i. 
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1755. Fox's, When the company was gone. Fox 
'^ told me> he was sure that Mr. Pitt had made 
up with the Princess, and had it in view, when 
he declared off with hiiii : that he had Jong 
cultivated (above six months) an acquaintance 
with oney no way connected with the Duke of 
Newcastle, with whom he had tlie first confi- 
dential conference, since he saw me : > that 
Pitt, in talking of things of that court, I think 
he called it his court, to that person, said he 
had heard that Stone was not so well there as 
usual : what could be the reason of it ? The 
person answered. Shall I tell you ? I fear you 
will not like it ^ but as you coipmand me, I 
will tell you. I take it to be from think- 
ing him too much in your* interest. The 
same person told him (who sometimes con- 
verses with Cresset) that Mr. Pitt was better 
at that court than usual: to whatdegree^ or 
by what means, he did not know; but that he 
found Cresset spoke more favourably of him, 
than he used to^do* Fox continued then to 
say, that Lord Egmont was thought to have 
the chief management there ; and that the 
Prince was much fonder of that Lord, than 
of any other man living. I said, that Mr. 
Pitt might have sent offers of service, per- 
haps by Lady Charlotte Edw9> whom my 
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vnytbtmi rejations^ tiie iGbneiivittes and Tmd^ i^ss. 
fl^$^ haare teen jcourting aJi the win-ter, and ^^^^^^* 
tbat.tbey BQ^ht kavie been ver^ oiviily re- 
4ceiv£d and retomed : jMit, that there h^ been 
afi^ sQommuaicatidn, or proposition of mea- 
Mires beCw^^n them, or even an andijende, I 
<^ not bdliev^. i c^gkt probobiy think 
tkew vrere no settled mearares; but if there 
wei:e, I th^ght that neithei: Fitt nor Egmont 
had the secnet or the management of them^ 
k^t Cresset ottiy. What then could this trans- 
^tipn^ either real or imaginary, amount to 
i^ut refioamecit ? £mdid it inflosnce Mr. Pitt% 
aotinja; in pvA)ilic B orliis^FoxV) inoonsequence? 
Then we entered 4nto th^ present state ,of af- 
fairs; and he toM me, that\tfae courier, that 
oame the ^h past, with the answer from 
Hanoyer, which was /ejcpeoted to be a deci- 
4me one. as to the sailing of 4he fleet, brought 
back a totter, which was neither written by 
Lord Hojkierness, nor dictated by 4he King, 
ks^t which was oertainly sent from thence hy 
4he Diik« of 'Neweasde {4;o gain so much time 
^ inaotioe) ae a proper return for the King 
to m^o; ¥m it acquainted them, that the 
King cannot give any positive ordes^ about 
Mie (^iraftome of fl^ ieet^ >tiH he was ^iully in* 

X 
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1755. fbreied^ of three iparticuIsLr things^ which he 
^^^^^' -f^x) said he hdd forgotten^ hut they were 
trifles i that tliose trifles were aoswered, aud 
bis Majesty was hambly advised to leave the 
direction of the fleet to their discretion; and 
that, by the return of the courier, he had done 
so: that now, till tbejrrhad digested somethiiig 
positive, they agreed to send an order to Sr 
Edward Hawke, that he. should sail with 
about sixteen ships of the line to Torbay, and 
there expect farther instructions: that these 
farther instructions were to be drawn. up by 
Lord Anson and Sir Thomas Bobmson : that 
the Duke of Cumberland had said, if they had 
any prospect of a peace, lie had nothing to 
say; but if they were convinced it must be 
war, he had no notion of not making the most 
of the strength and opportunity we had in our 
hands : that, aftietrwards, in a window with the 
Dukes of Marlborough and Newcastle, the 
latter said, that, what his Koyal Highness had 
declared, was full of very good sense, though 
he was not entiiiely of the same opinion: that 
Liord Grenville.was absolutely against med- 
dling with trade — he, called it^ vexjng your 
neighbours for a little muck— but that the 
Duke of Newpaptle was by no means.of that 
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opitnoa, but thoirght some middle way might 1755. 
befouhd out He was asked, what way ? He ^^^^ ^^* 
answered, that, to be sure, Hawke must go 
out ^ but that he might be ordered not to at- 
tack the enemy, unless he thought it worth 
9Hbiile. He ^as answered, that Hawke was 
loo Mpise to do any tlung at aU, which othetsi 
when doQ», were to prondunce he ought to be 
hanged tforw: The ;Duke replied, what: if he 
Jndj(hHie7s not to £siU upon them, unless they 
(W»e moi?eiin nuihber together than ten ? He 
was answered^ that . the returned part of the 
Brest s^v^ron, ndw at Lisbon, is but nine. 
The, Duke: isaid, he meant that of merchant^ 
men only> fbr> to he sure, he must attack any 
sqnadfcin/ of ships of war. He was asked, 
whnikiWBS, a squadron ? He Said, three ships or 
tiiore. Thiusabiiurdityisijaconceivaible. What 
jorders they will give to Hawke to-morrow, I 
9hsdl >not ^ out of my way to inquire. 

/.Mo9)$;deMmpoix set out about one o'clock 22. 
%)^WTpmamg»\ The sole question is, whether 
J^jfa9Q0/will:s^i}unit to purchase the getting 
)M>metU<6r. trade and sailors, and having thii 
i^i^ittfiei* to <tamper with Spain, at a little loss itf 
x^.U|atiop>;jMiltai|iely sufTeriiiig an insult for a 
x 2 
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J753. viUk^If fibe gImmiUL I verUy tbiik hit <SdrMe 
*^^^^w0ubl not isft iodised to be rude. BotW 
departure of Mcin$* de Mirepoix h^ks fui if th^ 
Foeucb would take it up with a bigb b^ad# 
and this may- render Hanvfee's iustructioas 
•omethiag more eKpiicit Mn Fox assumd 
me of oue thing jeBkeDisLy^ vftach. sHsprieedi 
floemacb: hesaidyliiatdieRnaBiaps^Utfaeitv, 
iHtd refused our aubaidys as also>/.tbat.liie 
Qneeu of Hungary {lad ahmlutefy.MAibad^^ 
not onijjr ioar money, butto hane-any dnttg^to 
do with fiOy sayingy it is oar €fwi.xj[^9iml, and 
she.wiU 4(iok be conceisiad in rit. jfittifris^Bttre, 
that tinre Freadi will no(t;meddlejieitb^hei*,.at]d 
therefore she will :send ;noitMQp8i into Haa^ 
deiB, ef« if> we laould Jbe at tte& wholejeis^ 
peme. He aAddi, 4iisDt, r (aym fais- telimg im 
Biotyial Highness tbait^he Dukeof dSewcaside 
was dor a naxsal war, Ims Boysd 'Ilighiiesfi 
laughed ^ him, and «iaid, it was, jj^pomid^ be 
could get nobody to take his money, and that 
he )tod)e?6d, of his own authority, ^that nore 
mdik0y/«h9uld>be offered to the Ibkaiiiaiia^itiim 
die Begefitcy knew qf, '6r eveiif ^t^ 'I^dg <«ia 
he ^suppoMd) . ' I pressed ¥b& Howc^h ( who did 
tiot seeafn to feel «be ^fotnie 6f'Wf^*b ^y ^hte 
could ^ sudh^ fact ou the O^kS^^K^evr* 
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«astle, which is not oi^y criminal in itself, 1755. 

July 23 

bat if It was approved <tf afterwards, would be 
sufficient to frighten him out of his wits, for 
having acted extra-provincially. I was sur- 
prised, that Fox did not see it ifi th« same 
light, dnd I shall presi him again^ 

I saw Lord Temple at Carleton House, \iirbo Aug. 3.. 
assured me, that neither Mr. Pitt nor himself^ 
knew, br had heard one word ihore, than what 
Mr. James GrenviUe had acquainted ine with^ 
I also saw Mr. Fox there, who told me, that 
tiie Duke of Newcastle was angrj with the 
Duke, and would hardly speak to his Royal 
Highness ; and that he himself (Fox) had not 
changed a word with his Grace since he saw 
the last: that the Hessian treaty was signed^ 
and that Hawke*s orders were of the compro-^ 
miimg kind — and this is all diat is weak and 
ruinous. 

Lol-d HolHfax was with me. He was with ♦• 
tbe Duke of Newcastle at dinner on Saturday^ 
and yesterday again, by the Duke's desirej 
Hfe Grace did not tell him Hawke*s instruc- 
tions> but he finds that they are not to meddle 
with the trade, nor, as he suspects, to attack 
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1755. the men of war unprovoked. He thinks, they 
Aug. 4. ^jy ^^^ ^^ means declare war, if the French 
do not. 



At last Lord Hallifax took the Dnke into 
another room, and told him, that as he had 
laid before his Grace the state of his affairs, 
and had given him his sincere opinion, which 
his Grace seemed to approve of at the time, 
but had, he believed, never thought of since, 
he would trouble him no more upon that head : 
that he thought himself very ill used; but, if 
his Grace thought he could go on without any 
settlement, it was wdl — he (Hallifax) thought 
it impossible, and though he had hitherto been 
very lucky, yet the whole would certainly 
break about his ears. The Duke said, he still 
approved of what he (Hallifax) had advised, 
and he was of the same intuition to do it, but 
that he could settle nothing till the King re^ 
turned. Lord Hallifax replied, that was his 
Grace's affair, and he did not care if his Grace 
made Mr. Pitt Secretary ; but if he made any 
alterations, that he (Hallifax) expected to haye 
justice done him ; he was a wretch, a nobody; 
he would be of the Cabinet, and have access 
to the King, if any thing was done. The 
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JDuke said, he was surprised to hear him talk i^^^ 
in this manner, and went on, as if it was lay* 
ing him under new difficulties. To which 
Lord Hallifax replied, that he found it was 
more necessary to talk so, than he at first 
thought ; for by his Grace*s surprise, it was 
plain, that he never thought of it at all : that, 
though a lover of an active life, yet in the 
way he was treated, he was weary of it, and 
would quit it, if justice was not done him: 
that he found, Boscawen was coming home, 
and he believed the Duke of Newcastle un« 
derstood that part of the squadron was to re- 
turn with him, and a force equal to what was 
in Louisbourg, to be left for a time : that he 
(Hallifax) opposed this strongly, and said, if 
the force to be left is but equal, suppose the 
French should come out and beat them, is it 
impossible ? Suppose the squadron, under La 
Mothe, at Quebec, should know that there 
was but an equal number left, might they not 
Ml upon them, and be joined by those in 
Louisbourg, was that impossible i That the 
enemy was certainly straitened in provisions, 
and if a superior force remained there, the 
place, in all probability, must fall to us. The 
Duke said, the ships could not winter there. 
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1755. aiid LorA Anion was of that opinidn. Ijt>i6 
^"""^ ^ Hallifax replied, fae did nbt regaid Lord An- 
son^d opinion against iket ; for he would main^ 
tain, thitt the Wbolfe riavjr might ride, thd 
Whdle whiter, ih Halliihx harbour, with tte 
utmost safetj: that thfc Albahjr sloop bad 
been tb6re these five yearsj and had eoat as 
little in repairs, as any other vessel, and is noilr 
gone oiit again. The reasoning seemed to be 
thns— If you leave those seas, the French wiU 
come onti and Lonisbourg will be victualled 
If you leave but a small forde, it will be in 
danger from the ships th^e, and from a janc^ 
tion df those ilow in the Gulf of St. Lawreiice. 
Xhe Fi*ench cannot hemain there in Ndv6ni* 
ber, without being frozen u^. You can ^y,. 
bebause the harboiir of Hallifa:t is tieter 
frozen, of very slightly ; and you dre at se» 
firom thence in seven hours, and iher«^l« 
nevcfr need hav6 the same thipi but aboi^ A 
Week at a time : no, if the enemy tfpp^it^ ydil 
take th«m-^if not^ yon ft^e^e th^in tap^ aiiii 
thtir nuinbfcrs Will add tb the waitt df j[»rdti^ 
sions m the place. The Duke df Newc^wUtt 
pretfsed him to give him th^e hints in wrltiiif | 
whibh Loni HMlUte dedltibd. 



Digitized by 



Google 



aii3 

I fmted the day 4t Kkiw. The PriflccM i^&*^ 
hiB h«d dothittg cdT Htfwke*^ instrtictions^ or 
any tiling else cdmtnuriicMed to her» ^d ^Yi^ 
expressed heir disfiatii^fection^ nt it. She iu- 
taghed ^dst bitterly agaiiidt the tiot Jiiui^faitig 
ifae French every where. The people would 
not sorely bear it^ when the Parliament met. 
I 8aid> I believed they iVotdd. Surely, said 
riie, the Parliament would nev^r bear the sof-^ 
feting the French to bring h(nne their trade 
add satlotSy &c* She saw the terrible conse-* 
fences ef it, and of a patched-up ped.ce. 
Which must breslk out, ifhen the French had 
perfected their natal plfan^ dnd fall upon her 
son, young and ineitperienced^ at the begin-^ 
ning of hili reign. I skidi I doubted if any 
body would interfere; but if they should, I 
hope. Madam, yon Would not take it ill. I ! 
fays trhe ; no, indeed, tery far from it ; I am 
snre^ I hate no reason nor any thing like it 
She Wasi tery solicitohs to push the war, and 
wished Hanover in the sea, as the cause of all 
our misfcfrtuneS. I ssdd, I presumed to differ 
With her, that I was Its ready to defend Han« 
oVer, ttt Hampshire, if Mtacked on our ac-» 
e<)nnt. I thottght it no encumbrance if pro* 
p^ly ti^i;ed| AAd the only diffei*ence be« 
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i7i»5. tween me and the Minister8» was not about th<$ 
thing, but the manner.. She said» she peifect- 
\y understood me ; and it would be so in an* 
other reigDj but could not be in this : that, m 
the manner it had been treated, it hid been 
the foundation of all just complaints $.nd bad 
measures. I asked her, if she could account 
for Lord Anson and the Duke of Cumberland 
concurring in tying up Hawke's hands : the 
one, as a sea General, unconnected at least; 
the other, as a land General, at open enmity 
with the Duke of Newcastle ?^ she said, she 
could not, for the Duke had strongly declared 
(though not to her, who had not much con- 
versation with him) (or a naval wair. I. replied, 
that might be the language of good sense on- 
ly, as being the popular cry, with hopes, that 
a sea war might probably light up a land one. 
She said, I was right— and added, nobody 
knew what to do— np two people were toge- 
ther — ^she chose to sit SttiU, thinking it the 
only prudent part, as every body was dis- 
united. I said, that the general diffidence 
she described was the cause of the infinite 
speculation and refinement that now prevail- 
ed: for as nobody knew, so every one was 
guessing each other — in which her Royal 
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Holiness had a principal share — she replied, 1755. 
iDobody, surely, could stand clearer than she, ^*^^ ^' 
for the world must know every body that she 
saw, and when. She took serious pains to 
convince me, that she had no fixed settlement 
or connexions at all. She may deceive me ; 
but I am persuaded, she has no fixed, digested 
political plan, or regular commu|iication in 
politics, with any body, except Mr. Creisset, 
She then told me, that the King had sent to 
invite the two Princesses of Brunswick to 
Hanover ; they came, but their mother (the 
King of Prussia's sister), who was not invited, 
came with them — we talked of the match — 
surely he would not marry her son, without 
acquainting her with it so much as by letter 
: — I said, certainly not, as he had always be- 
haved very politely to her. It may be so, she 
replied ; but how can this be reconciled ? In 
this manner, said I; nothing will be settled at 
Hanover; but when thie King comes back, he 
may $ay iii .conversation, and commending 
the Prince's figure, that he wishes to see him 
set^ed, before he dies, and that he has seen 
such and such young Princesses, and, though 
he would settle nothing, without her parti- 
cipation, yet he could wish to see the Prince 
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1751. sltd^ bdbre hte Ae^th, and ^erefow^ if dtt4 
Au«. e. }j^ ^^ objection, he should ttunk due of thoM 
Princesses a veiy suitable party. 

She paused^ and said, no: he was not dial 
S6rt €tf man : bnt^ if he should settle the match 
#ithont acqnaintingher with it, she should lei 
him know how ill she took it; and if he did it 
in the manner I mentioned, she should not 
&il to tell him fairly and plainly, that it waft 
full early 9 atld that she had eight other child* 
fen to.be provided for; that she hoped, he 
Would think of doing for them, and not leave 
her eldest son eight young children to take 
care of, before he had one of his own : that it 
was probable the Prince might have so many^ 
that hers could not expect much provision. 
She was determined to behave so, whenever 
the KJng spoke to her about it. She thought 
the match premature : the Prince ought td 
mix With the world— the marriage would pre* 
yeat it — ^he waiB shy aaid backward, the match 
wottM shut faina up for ever, with two or three 
friends of his, and as many of hers. That he 
was much averse to it himseifi and tiMU; she 
didiked the aUmnee extrMiely } that ^e young 
woman was said to be handMW&i ttid had aB 
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ifja^e »9»k <iic*.hfF «i9tber, fij^i^ will my^r i^ ""'^* 

^e mstt' .i»fmgmg>i m/s44\iT^» and .also i^^ 

$m4 wi}M«Ay9 iiMteiiXiisc;^^^ wfeerever. $1^ 
fMiiest. 3ijcfe .A i^feff a«te;r wpuld , »ot 4? wAlb 
Gfteru^j i^ wo!»l)iJ n^iiv^,<hmt' Hm m k» 

^St^O} jthaf^ ,^,:]i»ra« i!iot. a wp^ )^ssJ94t#i 
l)C^j }}at.g<»<MclT#atp|fe4 iaod.cl|?erfi4, wjrt» ft f»t 
IJPBS.fpjii iipoQ/t;^ jwhii^-— A»t those, jBl^fwM; 

•»e«fir laeiftu blmu , Jb^ h^ wss-up}; fi[»i<*, )mU 

jadff),f^itb9ii«I^'^it${jsiiftpog«|dijt ^9»ll .<»riwer 
te«»<l>i*ithQiho|)Qil .^edmight :hiiw^, been .Hfc. 
8ibrac|i$^jnitb^gitt)(^9mikri9t»n^^ 

as to Mr. Stone, if she was to live forty yiiMV 
in the house with him, she should never be 
^ll^fet, ^UAtltf# ml^ kim >fta3]L tdm vas. 
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I755- She once desired him to inferm the Prince 
about the constitution ; but he declined it> to 
aroid giving jealousy to the Bishop of Nor^ 
wich; and that sAte had mentioned itagain^ 
but he still declined it, as not being his pro- 
vince. Pray, madam, said I, what is bis pro- 
vince ? she said, she did^ not know, unless it 
was, to go befbue the Prince upstairs ; to walk 
with him sometimes, seldom to riA^ with him, 
and> now and then, to dine with him-^lmt 
when they did walk together^ the Prince gene** 
rally took that time, to think of his own affairs 
and to say nothing. She showed me a letter 
ih)m Hanover, that said, the news of Bosca*^ 
v»ren's action, which came here on the 15th of 
JuAe, g6t to Hanover on the 90th— that BaH^jf 
hadi his audience the I7thv and < his letters of 
recall the 2£ld| but Was :not gone^on^l^ 95tb; 
She wished extremely, that he was 'gone, lest 
he should frighten them into sometihbidcoming 
compliance, as he had donei once before^! 
had< afterwards much talk with tli^ Pmnot^ 
about funding and other serious msttters; who 
seemed to hear with attention and satiisfiElc- 

dOnj .. • ^ r; '.-• ^? . 

IS. I was at Holland Mouse» and bad iidn^ 
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conversation with Mr. Fox : he said, the Hes* 1755. 
siau subsidy was ratified^^-^hat the Duke of ^^®'^** 
Newcastle bade Mr. Amyand read Lord Hoi* 
demess's letter to the Regency, acquainting 
them, that the King had made such « treaty, 
and caused him to observe, that his Majesty 
directed theiGhancellor to fix the' seal' to it» 
who only boM^ed^ and their LoUdships signed it 
without reading it^- as a thinjgi of coui^e. . That 
the first direct^ions to Lord Anson^ndSir Tho« 
mas Robinson, to draw Hawke's instructions, 
.were, that he should take: and' destroy all 
French ships of war, biit no mepohajitmen— 
when they were brought td the select persons 
of the Regency^ they had altered them and re^ 
strained Hawke from taking any but ships of 
the lihe;. The Duke of Cuthberiand, in this 
Mttfe assembly, was expressing his dislike of 
the alteration, when the Duke of Newcastle 
came. in, and interrupted his Highness by 
sayiiig, that he was glad of the alteration, be* 
aause he knew that it was more conformable 
to the King's way of thinking, and then d4* 
sired his Highness to proceed; who said, that 
Jbte knew his Grace had correspondences atHa^ 
gtover> which he did not communicate to him \ 
huk h^ 4i4.not kpow, that his Grace had takea 
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1755. bb M9^$l3)r'^ pieamre; upon that hoad/tiU 
^^' ^^' now* whea lie was pleasad to declare it — that, 
«(llc^ it was so, tie had too many ties ever to 
ffiy a word agaii^t his Majeaty^s pkasaK) 
3f hen he l^new it. Wb^n the instructioas 
camje to the bottom of the table to he signed 
}}y bim (Fox) ; be asked Loid Anson^ if there 
w&CQ no ojbrjjeetions to them, who said, yes^ a 
bjuundred, bui it pleases tbo$e 9t the upper end 
of the iaUe> aad vill signify notbing, for the 
^fieacfa will dedaoe war next week, if thef 
have not doiie it akeady. Bst, said I, that did 
not bAppehrT-*No» jreplied be, and tbeielbre i 
nm reiy sorry that I signed them. But in a 
few days, the Duke was very desirQ^s to have 
them altered, as well as the Duke of Mar)bo«- 
rough a^d myself ; and in the momiag before 
the iRegency nvet, he ei^ea^floured io have them 
^^artend^, but jwitbout ieiBectn-.when the Re- 
gency was over, tbe jEhxke of Marlborough 
mid I diesired to speak- iv3th the Duke of Mew- 
castle, aud I told him, how absurd I thought 
it, that we, who had begu(i the war, should 
siKffer the handi^ to pass by us, that were to be 
employed agamst us, &;c. <Aiat I desii^d him to 
jrenember, though I bad made no <rf>ject1on at 
Abe Regency, yet I now did, and privately t^ 
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him, declare my disapprobation to thes^ or* ^7^5. 
ders. The Duke ofMarlborough did the same* 
In the afternoon, a note came to Lord Anson, 
while he was at dinner at Mr. Fox's, to meet 
that evening at the Duke's lodgings, the result 
of which was to send directions to Hawke to 
seiae or destroy every thing French, trade or 
men of war, between Cape Artegal and Cape 
Clear, and so it now stands. Mr. Fox added 
that, besides the Hessian, a subsidiary treaty 
was concluded with Russia, as he understood, . 
though he had not heard, directly, from Wil- 
liams. He did not speak out about that cor- 
respondence. The subsidy was 100,000/. per 
annum for four years, to hold in readiness 
50 or 60,000 men, for which, when we em- 
ployed them, we were to pay 500,000/. per 
annum. He also supposed, that there would 
be subsidies to Bavaria, and others. Mr. Fox 
continued, that he had, of late, had opportu- 
nities of conversing much with the Duke of 
Devonshire, occasioned by his son's affairs: 
that he was open and vehement against all sub- 
sidies whatsoever -, that the nation could not 
<;arry on a naval war with France, and sup- 
port Hanover, and that it must take care of 
itself; that we had followed th« Sang^s poU- 

Y 
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1755. tiefs too long, and tke King must be told that 
Aug. 1$. ^^^ nation conld not support thfe expense of 
both: that the Duke of Ne^t^castle held by 
nothing but absolute submission ; and he muM 
riot, nor would he contradict the King in any 
thing. Fox said, that Lord Grantille told the 
Duke of Newcastle, that he wouM be served 
hittiself, as he and his brother had served hitii 
(Granville). They would not abuse him, 
themselves, but would sit still and rather en- 
courage the abuser than defend him. He po- 
sitively knew some considerable people, not 
suspected of an inclination todiffi^, who would 
be absolutely against all subsidy whatsoever — 
he did not name them, nor wottid he to him 
(Fox). Mr. Fox said, that, talking this matter 
of subsidies over with the Duke, his Highness 
said in a word, that he was very sorry for them, 
that the bent of the nation Ivas strong against 
subsidies for Germany, and that it tvotild be 
brought to endure them with mttch reluctance : 
that his Highness laid no great weight upon 
the point of honour, for it would not do with 
the bulk of the people : that we should see a 
strong exertion of power on one hand, and a 
strong dislike and restiveness on the other. I 
said, I thought Hanover might, and ought to 
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be defended ; the question was oaly^ who was 1755. 
to pay for it, and in what proportions ? Mr. ^^' ^^* 
Fox replied, he was surprised that I was not 
against ail subsidies. I t^ld him that those I 
should be for, would hardly be the ministerial 
ones i but I desired to Jcnow what those Rus- 
sians were to do ? Why, said he, to prevent 
the King of Prussia from attacking Hanover in 
conjunction with the French. I answered, 
the King of Prussia would not attack Hanover. 
He said, he was glad to hear me say so, and 
hoped I could make it out; I said, there was 
time enough for that, and for my ideas of de- 
fending Hanover. He might imngiae, that I 
had not givm myself the trouble to digest my 
thoughts with very great exactness, much less 
to put them into writing ; but that, whenever 
he came to act, I would lay every thing I knew 
before him without reserve, but it waa now 
useless to digest and discuss what might never 
come into operation. 

Mr. Pitt called on me, and acquainted me Sspt. 2. 
that he had seen the Minister^, and that he was 
to see the Duke of Newcastle at bis own de- 
sire, at seven thi« evening. He began upon the 
subsidies : that the Hedsian ht knew of for 
Y2 



Digitized by 



Google 



324 

^'^^^^ 8000 men, as a warrant for the levy money wats 
come to his office : that be would support a 
naval war to the utmost, but, by no means, a 
continental one : the nation could not support 
both : it would carry us up to seven milKons 
the first year, and would go on increasing ; — 
'twas bankruptcy. Regard should be had to 
Hanover, no doubt, but secondarily: we 
should never lay down our arms without pro- 
curing satisfaction for any damage they should 
receive on our account ; but we could not find 
money to defend it by sub^dies, and if we 
could, that was not the way to defend it. An 
open country was not to be defended against 
a neighbour who had 150,000 men, and an 
enemy that had 160,000 more to back them. 
In short, he urged many strong, rngenious, 
and soKd reasons, for making a stand against 
them, and giving no subsidies at all : that the 
King's honour would be pressed, &c. and 
therefore, if the Duke of Newcastle would be 
contented with this Hessian subsidy for this 
once only, and engage, with proper security^ 
never to offer another during the whole course 
of the war, and receive it as a compliment to 
the King for this once ; never to be renewed 
or attempted again, but to be looked upon as 
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putting a final end to continental subsidies: J'^^^- 

Sept.- 2. 
then— though it would not be right, yet he 

might not absolutely reject it, but might ask 
other gentlemen's opinion about it : but for 
the Russian subsidy of 120,000/. per annum, 
and 500,000/, per annum when we took the 
number of men into pay, which treaty he heard 
w.as signed, if not ratified, he could never come 
into it upon any account — 'twas better to speak 
plain, there was no end of these things : it was 
deceiving and ruining ourselves, and leading 
HanovCT into a snare ; for if 70,000 men would 
not be sufiicient, we must take more, till they 
were sufficient, which would ruin us, or we 
niust give them up at last, when we had drawn 
a war upon them : that the Duke of Newcastle 
had made a person write to him (Pitt) to say, 
ihat the Duke was sorry that he was obliged 
to go into Sussex the next day, but that the 
Chancellor did not go to Wimpole till Wednes- 
day, and he should be obliged to Mr. Pitt, 
if he would call upon the Chancellor, which 
he did. The Chancellor told him, that he 
hoped, he would assist them cordially in their 
business; that the King^ had, indeed, taken 
prejudices which were disagreeable, and that 
steps had been taken to remove them, before 



Digitized by 



Google 



S26 

1755. he went to Hanover: that they had been the 
81PT.2. subject of correspondence since: that they had 
not aU the success they could wish, as yet y but 
they hoped they would: that the King was 
very fond of Lord Holdemess and Sir Thomas 
Robinson : but if any accident should happen, 
it might probably be brought about, in case he 
would assist them cordially, that they might 
procure the seals for him, which he so much 
desired. When the Chancellor had finished, 
Mr. Pitt replied, that he must begin with his 
last words — ^the seals which he so much desired 
— of whom ? — he did not remember that he 
had ever applied to his Lordship for them : he 
was sure, he never had to the Duke of New- 
castle ; and did assure the Chancellor, that if 
they could prevail upon his Majesty to give 
them to him, under his present dislike, all the 
use he would make of them, would be to lay 
them at his Majesty's feet : that, till the King 
liked it, and thought it necessary to bis ser- 
vice, and till his Ministers desired it, he never 
would accept the seals: that he knew, the 
King had lately said, that he had intruded 
himself into office: that the Chancellor knew 
how much he was misinformed, and if he 
should ask for any favour, it would be, that 
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thl^y should inform his M^wty better 4 thi^ 1755. 
Chfi.ncellpr.ha4 aaid :a greo-t d^ikl, but he d?^ SEPT.q< 
sired bis lordship to let hifti kwOW, what h^ 
W^s expected to e^smX in> and what was tl^ 
work ? Why, replied the Clxancellor, to carry 
on the war they w^re engaged 4n. He saidi 
th^e^ was no doubt of his eoocurreno^ ^ carry* 
ing on the war, as it was a oaticmal war ; and 
he thought that regard onght to be hcid td 
Hanover, if it should be attacked upon our act 
count— the Chincellpr ptopped hiin ishort, and 
Said, »he wag extremely plej^sed that they 
agreed in their principles, and that both 
thought Hanover should b^ defended. Mr, 
Pitt desired his Lordship to observe tJie yf^vdf^ 
he had used, " that regard was to be h^ to 
Hanover,*' and then said all he had said to me 
before, as to our inability, to defend it, and the 
impropriety of thedefeftc^ by ayhsidy, Thie 
Chancellor said, that hC: ^Qidei^tQod th^t th& 
Commons, the last session, ^?4 tapiit^y allowed, 
that Hanover mugt be d^^nded : that, incpftr 
sequence of that acqui^gc^nce,: there w«s2 a 
subsidiary treaty for 8000 H^s^ians in th^ 
usual form, and also, a treaty for a body of 
Hus^ians. 

But where Mr. Pitt laid the greatest stress, 
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1755. was on what the Chancdlor in reasoning had 
^'^' * said ; to be sure, those things (meaning subsi- 
dies) should have their bounds, and thai, he was 
afraid, thet/ would not be very popular; and 
when he was enforcing the necessity of patting 
a total stop to them, and leaving Hanover to 
the system and constitution of the empire, the 
ChanceUor seemed to acquiesce in the reason, 
but told him, he must be sensible, that talking 
in that manner would not make way with the 
King. Mr. Pitt still persisted in not giving 
into the subsidy, and the Chancellor desired 
him to see the Duke of Newcastle, and to talk 
it over with him. Mr. Pitt said that, if the 
Duke sent to desire to speak with him, he 
would wait on his Grace, and not otherwise. 

Mr. Pitt thought that the Duke of Devon- 
shire would oppose subsidies, and might be 
brought to do it in the House of Lords. He 
had seen the Duke of Bedford, who talked 
warmly and sensibly about them. He left nie, 
fully determined to tell the Duke of Newcastle 
' plainly, that he would not come into the Rus- 
sian subsidy upon any account ; nor into any 
thing else, till he was well apprised of the mea- 
sures; till he knew who were to carry them 
into execution, and in what stations they were 
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to be ; and till the House was properly treated^ 1755. 
and gentlemea were made easy, who had a ^^^' ^' 
right to be so. He had not seen Lord Eg- 
mont, but knew he had been sent to with au 
offer of Sir William Young's plaee. He hoped 
his Lordship had given no positive answer. 
He promised to acquaint me with the result of 
the conference he was to have this evening, 
with the Duke of Newcastle, before he went 
back into the country, which he should do to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Pitt returned to me, and told me, that ^• 
he had painted to the Duke all the ill conse- 
quences of this system of subsidies in the 
strongest light, that his own imagination, 
heightened by my suggestions, could furnish 
him with. He had deprecated his Grace, not 
to complete, the ruin which the King had 
nearly brought upon himself by his journey to 
Hanover, which all people should have pre- 
ventedi even with their bodies, — A King abroad, 
at this time, without one man about him, that 
has one English sentiment, and to bring home 
a whole set of subsidies ! — That he was willing 
to. promote the King's service, but if this waSs 
wbjit he was sent for' to promote, few words 
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1755. were best-^nothing in the world should induce 
EPT. 3. jjj^ ^ agree to these subsidies. The Duke 
was tedious and perplexed, and would have 
persuaded him what a pretty figure he would 
Inake^ when he was a Cabinet Counsellor: 
that the King was highly pleased with both 
his Secretaries ; but if any accident should 
make a vacancy, to be sure the King would 
be glad of his services, &c. Mr. Pitt said, that 
he did not desire such vacancy, nor the office ; 
that he had declared, when pressed about the 
House of Commons, that, if they expected 
him, or any one else, to do their business in 
that house, they must give him proper di- 
stinction and powers; that, in short, the Duke's 
system of carrying on the business of the 
House, he believed, would not do, and that, 
while he had life and breath to utter, he would 
oppose it : that there must be men of efficiency 
and authority, in theHduse} a Secretary and 
a Chancellor of the Exchequer at least, who 
should have access to the Crown ; habitual, 
frequent, familiar access he meant, that they 
might tell their own story, to do themselves 
and their friends justice, and not be the vic- 
tims of a whisper: that he (Pitt) esteemed 
both the Secretaries, but he supposed some- 
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thing was wanting^ or why was he sent for? 1755. 
If they were necessary to government, no doubt ^^^' ^' 
they could carry on government, and he 
should be glad of it ; for his part, if the Mi- 
nistry asked nothing of him, he asked nothing 
of them. The Duke then said, that the si/stem 
of subsidies, indeed, was not to be insisted 
upon, but two did not make a system : the 
King's honour was now engaged, and he en*^ 
larged much upon that point. Mr. Pitt re- 
plied, that he had a deep regard for the King's 
honour, but that the system of subsidies was so 
fatal, that he could not think of submitting to 
100,000/. unless it was given by gentlemen 
wh9 became pledges to each other, and to the 
public, that nothing of the like kind should 
ev^r be offered agajn ^ and unless it should be 
notoriously declared and understo€>d on both 
sid^s, that it was given. an4 received) as a murk 
pf the aflFectipn of ^ ruined nj^tion, to save the 
honour of its King, who bad entered ij)to a 
rash engagement : but; for two, it was the same 
as twenty, s^nd no persuasion should make him 
for them* H^ th^n desired his Grace to think 
seriously of the consequences — ^What, if the 
Duke of Devonshire should begin the opposi- 
tion in the House of Lords? If h^did, he 
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1755. (Pitt) would not conceal it from the Duke of 
Newcastle ; he would echo it in the House of 
Commons, as loudly, and with all the powers 
he was able to exert : — But was this all ? — 
were there no subsidies to be renewed ? The 
Duke mumbled that the Saxon and Bavarian 
were offered and pressed, but there was nothing 
done in them : that the Hessian was perfected, 
but the Bussian was not concluded. Whether 
the Duke meant unsigned, or unratified, we 
cannot telJ, but we understand it is signed. 
When his Grace dwelt so much upon the 
King's honour, Mr. Pitt asked him — what, if 
out of the fifteen millions the King had saved, 
he should give his kinsman of Hesse 100, 000/, 
and the Czarina 150,000^. to be off from these 
bad bargains, and not suffer the suggestions, 
so dangerous to his own quiet arid the safety 
of his family, to be thrown out, which would, 
and must be, insisted upon in a debate of this 
nature? Where would be the harm of it? 
The Duke had nothing to say, but desired they 
might talk it over again with the Chancellor ; 
Mr. Pitt replied, he was at their command, 
though nothing could alter his opinion. 

We tnen, Mr. Pitt and I, talked over whom 
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we could engage;, to whom he had communi-* 1755. 
cated this affair? He said, that Mr. Legge ^^^'^' 
was firm as a rock. He was shy about Lord 
Egmont, but said he had seen him ; he was re- 
ceived very kindly, and Lord Egmont seemed 
to enter into the thing; but wliat might 
happen, when offers were made, he (Pitt) could 
not teU. He desired me to apply to Lord 
Hillsborough and Sir Francis Dashwood — I 
mentioned Oswald — be said he thought that 
Oswald was with us (if so^ it must be by 
Legge). I asked him, if he had communicat- 
ed it to Mr. Fox ? He answered. No, nor did 
he design to do it ; he would tell me the whole 
of his thoughts upon that matter: that he 
wished Mn Fox very well, and had nothing to 
complain of; but that they could not act to- 
gether, because they were not on the same 
ground : that Mr. Fox owned to him that he 
(Fox) was not sui juris ; he could not blame 
him for it, but he, who was sui juris, could not 
act in connexion with one who was not. He 
(Pitt) was ready, in the last session, to proceed 
any lengths against the Duke of Newcastle ; 
but when it came to the push, Mr. Fox ac- 
knowledged he could not, and went on, through 
the whole session, compromising every thing 
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1155. when it began to pinch — the Reading elec- 

Setp S 

tion ; the linen affair ; and when Ireland began 
to be a thorn» Mr. Fox's great friend^ Lord 
Harrington, was to take it out : that by these 
means, Mr. Fox hctd taken the smooth part, 
and had left him to be fiillen upon : Fox had 
risen upon his shoulders, but he did not blame 
him ; and he only showed me, how impossible 
it was for two to act together, who did not 
stand upon the same ground. Besides this, 
Mr. Fox lived with his greatest enemies. Lord 
Granville, Messrs. Stone and Murray. Mr. 
Fox was reported by the Duke of Newcastle, 
that he had lately offi^'ed himself to the Duke 
— I here interrupted Mr. Pitt, by saying, I was 
confident it was false : he said, he knew the 
Duke of Newcastle was a very great liar, and 
therefore, if Mr. Fox denied it, he should not 
hesitate a moment which he should bdieve. 
I then said, that, as those who united in this 
attack were to part no more, it would be 
proper to think what was to be held out to 
them, if they succeeded : he declined this, and 
said, it would look too much like a faction ; 
there was nothing country in it. If we suc- 
ceeded, to be sure those, who contributed, 
must, and would be considered^ wYi&i the first 
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opporluhity oflerfed ; but to engiage for specific 1755. 
cal things and times, he thought no one tnah ^^' ^* 
had any titlfe, except myi^lf: that for me, atjy 
thing, every thing that I liked, ought to be the 
common cause, and he was ready to enter into 
any etigag^ttients wirti me. He then express- 
ed himself ^rlfrdw^^j/ as to me : that he thought 
me of the greatest consequence; no man in 
this country Would be more listened 16, both 
in and out of the House, &c. &c. — that he 
was most desirous to copnect and unite him- 
self with me in the strictest manner— he ever 
fead the highfest regiafd f6r my abilities — ^we 
had always acted upon the same principles : 
he had the honour of being married into my 
relations i every thing invited him to it. He 
added a great deal more, that surprised me 
very much, considering the treatment I have 
met with, fb** years past, both from him and 
th^se relations. It surprised me so much, 
that all I said was, that I was much obliged to 
him, but that he might depend upon it, that I 
would not accept of his friendship, or of any 
mark of his confidence, without meeting him 
more than half way. 

Thus far, however, is fortunate, and I am 
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175.5. glad to find, that I shall be supported in a step^ 
Sept. s. ^^ich, for my own credit, as well as for the in- 
terest of my country, I must have taken, 
though I had met with no support at all. 

Oct. 6. i^r(i Hallifax dined with me, and we settled 
how he was to behave to the Duke of New- 
castle, on account of a letter to him from his 
Grace, pressing him to engage me in the King's 
service. 

8. Lord Hallifax had been with the Duke of 

Newcastle, who pressed him much on my ac- 
count, and begged him to obtain a meeting 
with me. I agreed to go to Newcastle House 
next Friday. 

10. I went first to Lord Hatlifax, and then to 

Newcastle House. I was much pressed to 
join his Grace^ but I absolutely refused being 
for the Russian subsidy on any account. 

i9. I settled preliminaries, which, with the con- 

versation at Newcastle House, are to be found 
among my papers. 

Nov. 20. Messrs. Pitt, Legge, and George Gren- 
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Yille received letters of dismission, and James ^'^^^• 
Grenville resigned the Board of Trade. 

I went, by desire, to Newcastle House. His Dec. 17. 
Grace, w4th many assurances of confidential 
friendship, told me, that he had the King's 
permission to offer me the Treasury of the 
Navy, which I accepted. 

I waited upon the Princess to acquaint her Dec. 19. 
with what had passed — but her Royal High- 
ness received me very coolly. 

I kissed the King's hand as Treasurer of the 22. 

Navy. 

Question upon the dividing the Vice Trea- 1755. 
surership of Ireland into three. It was pro- ^^^* ^* 
posed and supported by Messrs. Pitt, Potter, 
and their friends. 

I was sent for to Newcastle House about the Fkb. 4. 
Loan, which failed from Sir John Barnard's 
affectation of showing his superior credit and 
abilities, by raising money at a price, at which 
it is not to be had in the quantity wanted. I 
subscribed 50,000/. public money. 

Z 
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nse, Xhe American bill was read the third time ; 
* which was opposed, with insufferable length 
and obstinacy, by Mr. Pitt and his friends. 

May. 6. I waited on the Duke of Newcastle, who 
told me with much warmth and anxiety^ that 
they had had an account by the Spanish Mi- 
nister, that the French finished their debarka- 
tion upon Minorca, the 20th instant. That 
they had taken Mahon, and pretended te take 
St. Philip's, by the end of the month. And 
also, that, as soon as they had finished their de*- 
barkation, Mons. de la Galissionere stood out 
to sea> off the Island, to intercept our suc- 
cours ; so that, before now, there must have 
been a naval action between him and Byng. 
Galissionere has twelve ships of the line, and 
Byng ten very good. I said, as we were alone, 
that it was astonishing that Byng was not there 
a month ago. He said> he was not ready, and 
he was obliged to stay two or three days for his 
last 900 men. That we had but 63 ships of 
the line in Europe, and even those still wanted 
4000 men. That it was impar congre^sus, and 
that Mirepoix had told him, that 30 of his 
master's ships would amuse 80 of ours. That> 
if Hawke and Boscawen did not join,. we bad 
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no imval force equal to what the enemy bad 17^. 
at Brest I asked, why were you not ready? ^^^* ^* 
why have you not more ships, and m<H*e men } 
he replied, he had not the direction of the sea^ 
and his Grace laid a great deal of blame there* 
And without naming Lord Anson, he showed 
himself extremely dissatisfied with him; but 
conjured me, upon my honour^ not to no^ntion 
to any body, what he had «aid upon that head. 
He concluded with insisting that the island 
must be retaken. 

I caUed upon Mr. Fox. He was full of 7. 
concern. He would have sent a squadron^ 
smd a strcmg one, the first week in March, but 
could not prevail. Lord Anson assured him, 
aod took it upon himself, that Byng's squadron 
would beat any thing the French had, or could 
)iavej in the Mediterranean. 

Mr. Fox qaoie to me in the House^ and after 17» 
saying that he must shortly call on me, to talk 
$k little freely, as he was v^ery uneasy at the 
|k>sture of public affairs, and particularly, witl^ 
his oum situation. That the IHike of New- 
oa^le w&s unusually light and trillings yester-* 
^y» wben his Grace dined with him : lihat 
Z2 
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1756. he was extremely pleaised with what he 



May 17 



(Fox) had declared, on Friday last^ in the 
House, which was, that Lord Anson author^ 
ised him to say, that the Duke had never ob^ 
structed the sending sooner to the Mediterra- 
nean (which was more^ says he, than he could 
ever make Lord Anson say before), but that 
they were all agreed upon that point, &c. 
That, therefore, nobody blamed him ; that 
the city imputed nothing to him, as the sea 
was not his province. Fox asked him, from 
whence he had that news ? — he replied, from 
Garraway's. Fox said, that, if he could be- 
lieve anything he heard, the city were extreme- 
ly displeased with the leaving Minorca ex- 
posed, and that, generally, it would be ever 
true, that those who had the chief direction in 
an Administration, would bear the greatest 
share of blame, and that those people deceived 
him^ who told him it was otherwise now. The 
Duke still persisted that nobody thought him 
to blame, and that, after the declaration last 
Friday, the House of Commons was satisfied 
with him. Fox replied, be did not know firom 
whom his Grace had his information of the 
House of Commons ; but it appeared plainly 
to him, that^ when Mr. Pitt charged thelos^oi* 
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Minorca upon his Grace, and he had defended \156, 
him, as answerable only in an equal degree ^^ ^ ' 
ivith others ; all their friends hung their heads, 
and not a man of them, was, or seemed to be, 
persuaded, that a squadron could not be sooner 
sent, or that all had been done> which could 
he done. He (Fox) indeed had defended his 
Grace in every thing where he could defend 
him ; but in one thing> he never could, which 
<wais, in his QOt believing it n[Hist be war, and in 
not arming sooner. The Puke still insisted^ 
that nobody could think him to blame. Mr. 
Pox went on and said, that this intelligence 
<;ame from Sir Thomits Robinson^ who was a 
WQak man, &c. That he thought he himself 
had fully anfiwered all that could be exp^cted> 
or. which he had; engaged for, and hoped that 
J thought so tpo; but he found by the Duke 
of .Npw<?astle's wfcole behaviour to him, that 
th? Duk/s was' pot at all satisfied with what he 
had <ione« Wa» it not true that the chief in an 
Adiiunistration would always be the most ob- 
Doxiousi I answered. Yes : unless they had 
any one to make a scape-goat. He seemed 
alarmed, and asked me, if I thought him likely 
to be a scape^goat, and dwelt upon the ex- 
•pceiwion. I told him, as the truth was, that I 
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175(5- had not hinty in any degree, so much Its in my 
^^ ^ • contemplation, and I had no such appreihen* 
fiions. Mr. Fox continued and said, he was 
very uneasy: that the country was in a sad 
way, but if it was in a better, those, who had 
the direction of it, could no more carry on this 
war, than his three children. That he himsdlf 
had always hinted at sending a squadron to 
Minorca sooner ; and that the Duke of Cum- 
berland pressed it strongly, so long ago as ladt 
Christmas. I then asked him, whether ther0 
was any truth in the report, that the Princes 
George and Edward were to be kept at Ken- 
sington ? He replied, he fancied thei-e Iv^ere 
some grounds for it, but he was not, in the 
least,, trusted or consulted about- it; but he 
knew (though not from them) that the Duke 
of Newcastle and the Chahcdlor had bad two 
conferences upon that subject, Arid though 
private conferences betweeri them weite no- 
thing new, for he supposed they had them 
every night, yet, they had had twOj'partic^arly 
on this subject : and be would mfonn me how 
he knew it. They were overheaird in an eritiy* 
enough to learn the subject of those' co«iVei^ 
sations, though not the result of fhehi. ' Tiiftf, 
^ when every thing was settled, tie MppKiSed 
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Lords Holdernesse, Waldegrave, and himselif, 1756. 
should be called in, and a minute of it should ^^ ^^' 
then be made, and carried to the King as their 
joint advice. That he was ready to sign, upoA 
any of the King's affairs, how delicate soever: 
> bfit whether be should sign as his advice, what 
others had settled and digested, without having 
in any way commuiiicated to. him, was what 
he wanted to talk with me dihtmt, and to know 
toy opinion. I thought this conversation much 
too delicate to be holden upon the benclles, 
and I once made him move his place, but he 
would go on. 

I went to the Duke of Newcastle's; he 
would have talked about what had passed, the 
day before, in the House of Commons, upon 
the committee of the Million Bilt, which gives 
the Treasury the unprecedented powet- of bor- 
rowing, without limiting the rate of interest. 
Sir George Lyttleton's candour in opening it 
made him inform the House with this danger- 
ous and unnecessary innovation, which pro- 
duced a debate and division, where the Trea- 
sury rejected the limitation offered to be in- 
serted, by <me voice only. None of us were 
acquainted either with the innovation, or of 



Digitized by 



Google 



344 



1755. Sir George's design to go into the committee 



May 17. 



that day, so that the numbers were but 36 and 
37. I declined talking with his Grace upon 
the subject, telling him it was too bad. He 
pressed me much to go down to the Report, 
which I received coolly, and I changed the 
subject to considering what, new encourage, 
ment should be given, as a deputation of mer- 
chants had been with me upon that head. He 
requested me to talk with Lord Anson. I 
then pressed him about Lord Hallifax. The 
Duke expressed an earnest desire to preserve 
his Lordship's friendship, but protested, he 
could no more get him a blue ribband, than he 
could get the Kingdom of Ireland for me. I 
said, I conceived that was the mistake. That 
though I wished Lord Hallifax had the Garter, 
yet I never mentioned it, or meant it : what I 
meant, was the Cabinet ; Lord Hallifax, from 
station, services, and merit, had a right to it : 
his Grace's own interest loudly called for it, 
and could not he do that ? he strongly de- 
clared, he would think of it, and do all he 
could, as soon as the session was concluded : 
but he had talked with Lord Hallifax's friends, 
and understood that the Cabinet would not 
satisfy him. I replied, make his Lordship to 
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blame then: show you have done for him, I75«. 
-what every one knows you can and ought to 
do ; and if, at last, you are to break, break at 
least upon a point where you have some ground 
.to depend upop, and not where you have none; 
in declining to do what you can do, because 
you do not attempt what, possibly, there may 
be some doubt about. He was very uneasy, 
and protested, with great earnestness, that he 
would do all in his power to oblige Lord Hal- 
lifax, as soon as the Parliament rose. 

War declared with France. • is, 

I heard that a message in writing had been Junb 2.. 
sent to the Prince, from the King, offering him 
an allowance of 40,000/. per annum, and an 
apartment in the palaces of Kensington and 
St. James's. The answer was full of high gra- 
titude for the allowance, but declining the 
apartment, on account of the mortification it 
would be to his mother; though it is well 
known that he does not live with her, either 
in town or country. The Spanish Ambassador 
had an account of an engagement, between 
Byng, and the French, in the Mediterranean — 
Byng had thirteen ships of the line and five 
frigates ; the enemy had twelve, and four fri- 
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}''^\ gates : it lasted four hours, when, by the ad- 
vantage of the wind, the English stood out of 
gun-shot, and were out of sight the next day. 

26. Mr. Fox showed me Byng's strange letter 

of the action, and yet stranger council of war. 

Oct. 2. I had a note from Mr. Fox that things went 
ifl, and I dined with him on the 14th, when he 
appeared to be in an extraordinary pertur- 
bation. 



Id. Mr. Pitt was sent for to town, and came. 
He returned, rejecting all terms, till the Duke 
of Newcastle was removed. 

27. The King sent for Fox, and told him, that the 
Ihxlce of Newcastle would resign, and bade him 
think of an Administration. 

Fox met Mr. Pitt at the Prince's levee, who 
declined giving htm a meeting, or treating with 
hhn (Fox) at all. 

51. The Duke of Devonshire was sent into the 

country to Mr. Pitt, who gave a positive ex- 
clusion to Mr. Fox. 
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I saw Lorcl Hilb^orougby wbo ftttcies the 1759. 
Court wiU not submit to Mr* Pittrr-I Hednk ^""^'^ 
letherwise^ 

Lord Hallifax told me, Mr# Pitt's demands 5. 
am ligteed t<s »iid.be will go on mth them* 

The Dukaof Devonshire^aftar hayiag. agreed 4. 
to accept the Treasury, with Fox.as Chaaci^llor 
^ the £xchequ,er> went ^ settle it with the 
King, and came out, from the presence; with 
I^gg^ for his Chbncellor/— Thi9 i$ incrediblej 
b^truQ« 

The Duke of Nevi^oastle resi^i^ed^ i iV 

Mr. Fox resigned 3 and the Duke of Devofif* 
shire kissed hands for the Treasury. 

TheDuke of Devonshire called at i?9y km^ 15. 
and left word he would come again to^mfoi^i^w. 
I sent to let him know> I. would wait on bis 
Xjrace, and I acc<>rdingly went to Devonshire 
House. The Duke t^ld me, tbaJb he was forced 
by the King to take the employment t^e held.: 
that his Gjpaee was ordered to go to Mr.^ Pitt, 
and know upon what coaditijons be wo^d 
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1756. serve : that, in the arrangement Pitt aad his 
• *^" frioids made, my office was demanded — he wa3 

very sorry for it — ^he was not concerned in it — 
and he behaved very civilly, &c. &c. 

1 757. A motion for 200,000/. for an army of obser- 
Feb. is. ygi^tion in Germany agreed to, without debate 

or division. Mr. Tucker had agreed with Mr. 
George Grenville to be Paymaster of the Ma- 
rines, and for Governor Grenville to be chosen 
in his place. . The King sent to Fox to know 
if he could prevent it, and if he thought I 
would interpose : Mr. Fox said, he supposed, 
if his Majesty commanded me, I would. The 
King ordered Fox to speak to me — ^he did, and 
I stopped it. This is the first step towards 
turning out Lord Temple. 

Mar. 7, The Duke of Newcastle, who had resigned, 
4vould not move : the King greiV impatient to 
get rid of the Ministry, tt>A/rA he hud imposed 
upon himself y and threw himself* upon Fbx to 
i6tt£i a new Administration. - We agreed t6 
l>egin with dismissing Lord Temple ; I pr<> 
^osed Lord Hallifax for the Admiralty, the 
King consented to it, and I was to negotiate 
tl|B affair with him.- 
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Mr* Fox and I had a long conversa|;ion about ^'^'7- 
this settlement. We agreed that (as the Duke 
of Newcastle, to whom the first place, and the 
nomination to the others, was several times 
offered and pressed even by the King himself, 
has refused to act as yet) an Administration 
should be formed, where a first place should 
be ready to receive the Duke of Newcastle : 
but none of the old Ministry should be em- 
ployed at first, till the inquiry was over, &c. 
The Duke of Devonshire to be at the head of 
the Treasury, Lord George Sackville to be 
Secretary. I declined being Chancellor of 
the Exchequer; but if Lord Hallifax accepted 
the Admiralty, I agreed to accept of the 
Board of Trade. The King still eager for the 
change. 

N. B. During this while, Lord Hallifast 
(upon whose friendship and concurrence I 
depended from repeated assurances, and to 
whom I had communicated air this transac- 
tion, and, till now, without authority) prf*- 
vately saw and negotiated with the Duke of 
Newcastle, and took measures with him to 
defeat it. What makes this the more sur- 
prising is, that always before, at that very 
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1757. time, and ever since, he has spoken of the 

^** * Duke of Newcastle to me and others, as a 

knave and a fool, in the strongest terms* 

21. Mn Fox called upon Messrs. Pitt and 
Legge, and made them disown the prevuliog 
lie, spread by their friends, of troops being to 
go from hence, with the Duke, to Genqany : 
they, each of them, respectively, disowned 
any knowledge, or belief of any such propo-> 
sition. In less than three months afterwards, 

' Mr. Pitt gave above a million of English mo- 
ney, and sent what was called 10,000 (some- 
what more than 7000) English soldiers, to 
that very army, when it was commanded by 
another Prince. 

22. The Ministers, after all their threats, not 
pushing the inquiry. Fox moved for it, to be 
entered upon by a conmiittee of the whole 
House on the 19th of April, which was evi- 
dently throwing it into contempt. 

25. Fox came to me, to see Lord Hallifax, and 
he told him, that Sir Thomas Robinson had 
accepted the Seals by the King^s command i 
that Lord Manafield approved of the system^ 
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find said> in the strongest terms, that the Dnke i7^'^> 
of Newcastle, ought to do so too. Lord Halli* 
fax Qi^qqiesced upon that condition; but he 
understood, I suppose, by his private dealings 
with the Duke of Newcastle, that Robinson 
was not to accept — Lord HaUifiu writes to 
Robinson, who answers him, that he has had 
some talk about the matter ; but not having 
received any account how it would end, can- 
not give his Lordship the information he de- 
sires, but at the same time expresses a wish to 
see him. Lord Hallifax immediately waits on 
Sir Thomas, and returns and reports, that 
Robinson, with a most submissive preamble, 
had sent an absolute refusal (but not dis- 
approving the plan), and added, that he could 
Bot, must not, would not accept. — So all is at 
a stand. 

I went to Lord Hallifax, who had written 24. 
to Fox, that he would accept, if RobinsoQi 
took the Seals — which he knew, at the same 
time^ Robinson wauld not take. 

A message was sent from the King, to the / 26. 
Duke of Newcastle, to offer him to, come in 
again : if not, to say, if he would support the 



Digitized by 



Google 



352 

1757. present plan ; if not support it, to name what 
^^' * plan he would support, but to speak posi- 
tively, for his Majesty would not admit of any 
more evasive answers. We, however, think 
he will have one, and therefore conclude it 
;nost adviseable to force Robinson to be Se- 
cretary. 

Apr. 5. Lord Winchelsea kissed hands for the Ad- 
miralty« 

6- Mr. Pitt dismissed. Mr. Fox and I were 

ordered from the King, by Lord Holdernesse, 
to come and kiss his hand as Pajonai^ter of the 
Army, and Treasurer of the Navy. We wrote 
to the Duke of Cumberland our respectfol 
thanks and acceptance of the offices; but 
we thought it would be more for his Majesty's 
service, not to enter upon them publicly, till 
the inquiry was over; which the King ap- 
provied of. 

N. B. The Duke of Newcastle, prepared^ 
and all along informed by Lord Hallifax (who 
acted shamefully in the aflFair), joins Pitt; 
t^kes the Treasury ; makes Pitt Secretary 
again ; Lord Temple, Privy Seal ; Lord An^ 
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son, the head of the Admiraltyr; &c. &e. ^^^*^* 
and his Grace : tells Lord Hallt£s^> .. ,thal i ii I i^ 
settled, he (Hallifax) should.be the tihindrSci^ 
cretary for the Plantations; which was his 
Lordship's object, and for whioh he had. over- 
turned our whole: plan. ^ Lord* Maliifiix !feeUs ^ 
all his friends o£ it;' he goed to iCourlbjand 
talks to Pitt about it, as a thing settled : Pitt 
stared at him, and told his Loi^ship . rviery 
coolly, iand very ttraly, that he hever.ihad 
heard one word of it,.aiid he did not cobideive^ 
that any body had a right .tq curtail his office 
to that degree^ which was, already tdo much 
encroached upon by tbe Board. Lord HsllU 
fax, covered with confusion^^ goes away inia 
rage, writes an angry letter to the Duke of 
Newcai^tle, complains to the King, but meet-* 
ing no great comfort, he resigns — ^but asks one 
or two things for his friends, and is re&sed. 
The Duke of Newcastle, as Lord Hallifax 
says^ behaved with the utmost meanness ; he 
owned he had not spoke to Pitt about it, and 
that his reason was, Pitt looked so much out of 
humour, that he durst not. Lord Hallifax 
talked of his Grace every where in the most 
o|^r6brious terms, as the object of his con- 
tempt ^nd detestation — but as his Grace had. 
A a 
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I757w not fifled up the office^ his Lonkhip, abo«| 
Miclnelmas, Gonddsoended to take it up again, 
just as he left it. 

The King kept his word with Fox, and 
made him Pajonaster— but bis Majesty was 
not pleased to behave so to me. 

Thus ended this attempt to deliver the King 
&om bands he did not like, and it £uled £rom 
LordHallifax's duplicity, which drew a greater 
ai&ont upon him, than I ever remember offered 
to any body; from the Duke of Newcastle's 
treachery and ingratitude, who, ajBber having 
given hill word to the King, that he wQuld 
never join Mr. Pitt, but by his Majesty's con* 
sent, forced the King to consent ; and by. his 
Majesty's timidity, who dared not to support 
any body, even in his own cause. 

Sept. The secret expedition was founded on the 
information of one Clarke, a lieutenanl: in 
the Train, who told the Ministry that be 
passed through the place some years ago, and 
was shown the works, as an Engtish officert 
by order of the Governor: that the ditch vitas 
Ary ; the fortifications, garrison, &c. such as 



Digitized by 



Google 



S55 

might be taken by utorm. Thfe Was believed; 11757. 
and th«i,. witbottt the ftrther etateiinsition of ^^^''' 
any one pennon but It French pilot, Thierry, 
General Mordaunt was gent out. 

ItMik 9. 

It arrires near tlochefort. 20. 

It takes Aix. Mordaunt proposed landing 23. 
at, and taking Fort Fouras. Thierry offered 
to bring a ship within four hundred yards of 
Ae 6>rt, and to lay her in soft mud at the ebb 
(frtikh afterwards appeared he could not do). 
HaWke reftised a ship. 

Spent in sounding for another landing, and 24. 
one was found four miles farther. 

Council of war. Question if the ditch was 25. 
dry ? The pilot of the Neptune, who had 
Bred several years at Rochefort, affirmed he 
knew it to be wet— The French pilot con- 
firmed it.--<3arke persisted it was dry ^Was 

asked, in case it was wet, could the place be 

tak'en by escalade ?— answered. No. The coun- 

G^ was then unanimous, that the attempt 

A aS 
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S^^^^25 ^P^^ ***® P^*^^ ^^ impracticable. The dif- 
' Acuities of landing at the new-discovered^ spot 
were very greajt — ^the transports coald not 
come within ^ mile and a half of the shore— 
the ships of war not within a league — ^there 
was a row of sand banks upon the shore, suf- 
ficient to conceal a number of men — the pilot, 
who had lived thene, said, that he had known 
a western gale blow oflF shore, for seven weeks 
together, so stiff that no boat could land upon 
the coast. 

However, Mordaunt, though refused the 
protection of pne ship, but terrified, perhaps, 
with the fate of B}mg, resolved to land where* 
ever he could, to try to take Fouras and look 
atBochefprt; 



2d. 



Spent in looking after better landings ; but 
findii^ none, Mordaunt embarki^, his. troops 
the 29th> at night,, but the windrm^e it un- 
adviseable to land. The next day, Ha,wke 
declared^ that if Mordaunt .would take upon 
him^lf the consequences of keeping the ; great 
ships out, at that season of the year^ be would 
stays otherwise, be must ga hpme. ^^ot- 
daunt would not do that, so they returneijl . 
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toeetber. And thus eoded . this expedition, ^ J^^^^: 

. , . , , , Sept. 26. 

contnyed with so much, aeccecy, that every 

thing, jiecQss^ry.to its suocqss^ was a secret to 

the contriver himself. . . : 



As a proof of this, a year afterwardsy when 
Mordaunt (who certainly should have had 
living witne^is^'of the > futility of the plan) 
had been brougJbit; to; a trials .ajiid, also worried 
by all the low Court flatterers and, scribblers^ 
it happened, th^t Capt. Peilnis took the Rai-^ 
sojiable^ comuiaodod by the> Chevalier vde\Ro;4 
ban. Mr. Fox told i^e, that being with; Lords 
Wfi^jdegrave a^d , ^wer together, ' they ^l)oth' 
told biiQ, thRt.I>$npis .h^dt I assured eto^Ji of 
theni paparately, that;hi3 prisoner, theChe^ 
valjes; d^ Rp^s^ni, hM tQl4 ihitn, that he. (the 
Chevalier) >w9^;2|.t;^)i^t>time. in RochctfoFt,; otlaa 
Rochalle (theijLjov^s.in comparitig notes had 
no other dpubt in their narre^tive), andtha>tithQ 
enemy had 7 or 8000 ,m«ft» there at leasti 
That there w^re.S500,m^ft j)ehind the;»sand^ 
bai^ksfy and there was. a njias^kedsbattbry a^ 
each end. That, if we hM laiidfd.when.we 
first appi^red, we should have: emh^rrasacii 
them. jBut th^y tl^ought theflp^elvesi fcfetriy>ed,-. 
when they found we did not land iit^jthd timd 
we attempted it. .' f :■ i . ■♦ ; ..; ,■- '- 
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1757. Late in the Autumn this yeair, the army^ 
that was supposed to remain in a state of in^ 
activity by treaty, took the field again under 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick; the Duke of 
Cumberland and his treaty being disowned 
fay the King. 

In the month of June or July, Sir George 
iLee told me (which was confirmed afterwards 
by Lord Halli&isr) that he had been more than 
once solicited to be Chancellor k)f the Exche- 
quer to the Duke of Newcastle, in the Ad- 
aiinistraticMi he was then negotiating. That 
Sir, George consented not without difficulty. 
That the Friday before Whitsunday he was at 
Newcastle< House, and the Duke told him, 
that all was settled in general with the King, 
and that he was to be Chancellor of the Ex- 
ehequer. The Duke showed him, what he 
said was, the list in detail, which he was go- 
ing to carry to the King at Kensington, and 
dbsired to see Sir George the next morning. 
Upon Sir George's telling him, that he was to 
go next morning to his brother in Bucks, the 
Duke pressed him to stay;. His Grace was 
afeked, if he did not go to the House of Lords 
from Kensington — ^Yes— Sir George met him 
there, and the Duke told him all was settled, 
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and that the King a^eed in form to his being ^''^ 
Chancellor of the Exchequer; upon which 
they parted, Sir George being to return on 
Monday or Tuesday. When he came back 
to Town, he found the system entirely altered^ 
and another Chancellor of the Exchequer 
(Legge) made part 6f it. And Sir George 
fiurther told me, that he never had had any 
communication from, or with the Duke of 
Newcastle, either by word of mouth, note, 
message, or common friend^ sin<fce his parting 
from him at the House of Lords, till Sunday 
the 16th July, the day but one preceding 
oar conversation, when the Duke camb and 
sat down by hitti at Leicestcar House, and, 
with all the ease and familiarity of an old 
friend, communicated his no news to him. 

* * < 
, Mr. Martin informed me, that Holbome Sept. 28 
was very willing to agree with Lord Loudon^ 
in not attacking Louisbourg. And that An-^ 
son, since he last came, had told the Minktry, 
that Holborne went out with no better sto- 
mach for fighting than Byng. That, at a 
meeting of the Lords, Newcastle, Hardwick, 
Holdemesse, Anson, and Mr. Pitt, it was 
proposed to send the armament, then pre* 
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1757. parinl^, sigainst Rochefort, to tbe assistaace of 
' his Royal Highness in Germany^ on account 
of the Duke's ill success upon the Continent : 
that every man- was for it, except Mr. Pitt, 
who ihsisted, if that resolution was to prevail, 
that-minutes of the meeting should be taken, 
and hfe dissent entered. Upon which the 
others desisted ; bat no one would acquaint 
the King with the result, and Mr. Pitt was 
left to do it himself. He further told me, that 
the King had said, his revenues were seized, 
that he was 800,CiO(>/. in debt, and that the 
Army must disband, if it was not ^supplied 
from hence : and that Pitt had consented to 
give him 100,000/. and 20,000/. to subsist his 
daughter. 

Lord Hallifax told me the following history 
of his friend L^gge. Instigated; as I: suppose, 
by bis Lordship and Oswald (who hoped to 
enhance their favour with* the Duke of New- 
castle^, • while the negotiation with Mr. Pitt 
was open, by their bringing. over so coni^ider- 
able:a person), and following the low, shuffling 
disposition of his own hearty Mr. Legge met a 
little before Eai^ter, the Duke ctf Newcastle, at 
Lor4 Dupplin*s, coming in at the back dpox 
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through the park> at nine o'clock. '^That 1757. 
meeting passed in assurances of good-will to 
each other, and frent pd farther. That the 
Duke proposed another, which Legge was 
afraid to hazard, bat the correspi^ndence was 
kept up by message. This treaty was fof 
I^gge to come in, without Mr. Pitt, if the 
latter persisted in his exorbitant demands. 

The Quke of Newcastle chiefly treated with 
Mr. Pitt by the Primate of Ireland, Stone. 
Cyae day, in the beginning of the negotiation, 
whai Lord Bute and Mr. Pitt were in confer-^ 
ence with the Primate, and insisted upon very 
extravagant terms^ the Primate begged them 
as a friend, to be a little more moderate, and^ 
before they went so far, to consider whether 
they Were sure of all their friends. They were 
surprised, and said, they thought so. He re- 
plied, that he thought otherwise, and could, 
if he would (for he was authorized to do it), 
tell then? a very diflferent story. Mr. Pitt im- 
mediately insisted upon knowing it, or he 
would treat no farther. Upon which, the 
Primate told them this private transaction of 
Legge with the Duke of Newcastle. This 
discovery occasioned great coolness to Legge 
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1757. at Leicester Hou$e> which> ad so^n as he per- 
ceived^ gaire him much uneasiness. At last 
(I think from Lord Hallifkx) Legge found 
out> that, in returh for his thinking of leaving 
his friends for the Duke of Newcastle, the 
Duke had betrayed him to them. He would 
have expostulated with his friends^ but they 
would not suflFer it, and, the negotiation taking 
place in their favour, they bade him take the 
Exchequer Seals under the Duke of New- 
castle, and enter into no further eclaircisse- 
ment. He has done so, detested by Mr. Pitt 
and Leicester House ; acting under one whom 
he hates; who hates him, and has betrayed 
him ; breaking faith with Lord Halli£ix, with- 
out whom he engaged himsdf not to act ; and 
with Oswald, to whom he had pledged his 
honour, never to come into the Treasury with- 
out him. AND ALL FOR QUARTER 
DAY! 

]75s, After the battle of Hastenbeck, and the 
disowning the Duke and the convention of 
Closter Seven, by the King, late in the Au- 
tumn of the last year, the Hanoverian army 
again took the field, and was commanded by 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick. 
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A message by Mr. Pitt for a supply to I'^^^s, 
keep the Hanoverian army together — and 
100^000 /. was granted. 

Commodore Howe sailed from St. Helenas June i. 
with one seventy-gun, three fifty-gun ships^ 
several frigates, oiie hundred transports liaving 
on board sixteen battalions, nine troops of 
light horee, and all preparations for a siege, 
commanded by the Duke of Marlborough, 
Lord George Sackville, General Waldegrave, 
tec. Lord Auson sailed the same day. 

They arrived in the Bay of Concalle, near 5. 
St. Malo, and burned a few ships of no great 
consequence and several small craft which 
were On ground : they were all fired by the 
light horse. After staying about six days 
without attempting St. Malo, aiid on being 
informed there was a body of about 10,000 
men assembled, or assembling in the neigh- 
bourhood, they reimbarked, with the loss of 
two or three men on a side. They continued 
in, or near the Bay of Concalle, till the men 
began to grow sick, ragged and lousy, from 
want of room in the transports, and \jere re-^ 
duced to a quart of stinking water a day. 
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175S. Our expedition returned. When it was 
known that they were ccnne back, it occa- 
sioned great disputes among the Ministers, 
whether they shouldjand or not, which lasted 
till the ^th instant ; when> at a meeting of the 
Cabinet, it was determined that the men 
should land (as there was great sickness among 
them), while provisions, &c. were preparing 
for them. These orders wiere sent on the 6th. 
At this meeting, there was great difference of 
opinion. Lord Granville declared, he was 
always for distressing France upon the Conti- 
nent; experience had taught him to have no 
great expectations from expeditions ;. he meant 
no reflections upon the late on0s; nor to make 
bis court, for he waited nothing ; his duty 
alone made him speak, &q. Mr. Pitt said^ he 
had sufficiently shown, that he was for sup- 
porting the Continent, by paying an army of 
50,000 men for its defence. That be had 
consented to send; 10,000 more from hence. 
But stjill he thought that expeditions^ and 
keeping France in. alarms upon the coast, 
was the mo^t e^ff^ctual way to distress her 5t- 
that expeditaqus Imd always succeeded. Did 
you not take Port TOrient, if St. Clair would 
have accepted it ? Did you not take Rochefort 
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last yeor ? it was entirely at your disposition. ^58. 
Have you not taken St. Malo ? &c. &c. Lord ^^"^ ^' 
Ligonier said. My Lord Granville, your Lord- 
ship must admit — . Lord Granville interrupt- 
ed him with. My Lord, I will admit nothing ; 
your Lordship is apt to admit, but I will ad- 
mit nothing. 

The 10,000 men, which were allowed by lo. 
Mr. Pitt for Germany, were to be commanded 
by the Duke of Marlborough, Lord George 
SackviUe and General Waldegrave, all having 
deserted the expedition. Lord George said, 
he would no longer go Buccaneering :. the 
King refused to let him go to Germany, but 
his Majesty was obliged to submit. 

The expedition again put to sea, with a si. 
less force than before ; three of the regimeiits, 
and half the light horse, have been sent to 
Germany. 

A squadron of twenty Russian and ten 
Swedish ships of the line with trainsports for 
13,000 Russians to land in Pomerania, appear 
Tn the Baltic— to our great \yMrpme. * , 

It appears by the Duke of MarlbontaghV Auc. s. 
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1758. manifesto to the ma^strates of St. Malo, that 
Ato. s. jjg threatened them with burning the country 
in hill possession, if they did not order the in- 
habitants back to their houses, and direct 
them to send proper persons to him, to settie 
contributions. The magistrates did not obej 
his orders, and his Grace was in too miK:h 
h»ste to return, to put his threats in execu- 
tion. 

14. An account came that Cherbourg snrren^ 

dered the •th inst.-*«The troe^s, being two 
regiments, withdrew. There were about 
twenty-seren ships in the harbour — ^thirty 
pieces of brass cannon taken. 

21. After having demolished the bason and the 
forts, our troops left Cherbourg, the 16th, 
without any molestation, though it is said 
there was a great body of troops in the neigh- 
bourhood. 

Sept. 16. Our troops landed the 4th instant in Lu- 
naire Bay, and burned twenty vessels. They 
were to march to St. Guildo, the 9th, and to 
reimbark, the 10th, at St Cas, near Matignon. 
Our troops were repulsed on the* 12th, between 
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Matignon and St Ca6> and returned to Ports- ^^^^ 

Sepx 15 

mouth the 18th« 



I was told by a gentleman^ who had it Oct. is. 
from Colonel Cs^iy^ that upon landing at St. 
Lunaiiie^ Col<mel Gierke told him that lus 
plan waS) Istj that Lord Howe should bom* 
bard the forta of St Malo» wliile they of the 
land were to take the town by escalade. That 
being impracticable — 2dly, that they should 
go to St. Bride^ where they ware to find and 
burn 900 ships, and where they found only as 
many fishing boats as might be worth about 
SOL — ^3dly» they were to march farther into 
the country^ to intimidate the French^ who 
had nothing but a few militia to defend them. 
Soonafter^ they were beaten by a number of 
regular troops inferior to their own. 

The Parliam]^nt was opened by commission. Nov. 23. 
Universal approbation of all that has, and of 
all that will be done. The King of Prussia's 
Tictories worth all we have given, and tiiose 
he will gain, worth all we shall give. Thus 
this country seems to think at present. The 
conspirators taken up, fi)r the assassination 
of tljie King of Poxtugal, the third of Sep- 
tember. 
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175^. The appeal of the Dntch ship, America, 
^^ * was heard. She was condemned, ship and 
cargo, as French: in going directly to St. 
Domingo, and unlading there; in being re- 
laden by Frenchmen on their own account : 
in returning directly to France, and by the 
French ordered to throw all their papers over- 
board, if attacked by the English, which they 
did. 

Mat 16. Lord Hallifax called on me, and told me, 
that the Duke of Newcastle was extremely glad 
of having a vacancy in the Treasury, by mak- 
ing Lord Besborough Postmaster, and now he 
might take Mr. Oswald, and all would be 
settled ; but that Lord Bute came to him, in 
the name of all of them on that side of the 
Administration, and told his Grace positively 
that they would not consent to Oswald's be- 
ing in the Treasury ; and the rather, as they 
knew he was not his Grace's man, but was 
suggested to him by Mr. Legge: and this, 
the Duke, very much frightened, was pleased 
to own. He added, that they thought they 
had as good a right to recommend as any one, 
and they expected that Mr. Elliott of the Ad- 
miralty should succeed : the Duke did not ab- 
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solutely acquiesce in the nomination^ but he ii59. 

j'j • xi. ' 1 • May 1§. 

did m the exclusion. 



The Parliament prorogued. June 2, 



The Diary seems to have been discontinued from 
this time, till Oct. 25, 1760. 



The King died suddenly between seven and i76o. 
eight in the morning, of which I received an ^^^' ^^* 
account immediately, and, the same day, I 
sent a letter to Lord Bute. 

I kissed the young King*s hand. so. 

I was to wait on the King, in his closet; Nov. 14. 
and afterwards, on the Princess, at Leicester 
House. 

Mr. Ellis was with me to let me know, that ig. . 
the Duke of Newcastle was desirous of seeing 
me about the election at Weymouth. I de* 
ferred giving an immediate answer. 

Bb 
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1760. J wrote to Lord Bute» desiriDff him to 
Nov. idt 

settle the answer I should send to the Duke of 

Newcastle. 



'20. Mr. Ellis came for the answer^ which was, 

that I begged to be excused troubling his 
Gra6e, because my interest at Weymouth was 
engaged to gentlemen^ who> I could not 
doubt, but would be agreeable to him> be- 
cause I had reason to believe they would be 
acceptable to the King. 

32. Locd Bute sent to desire to see me, at my 
own house, in Pall Mall. He staid two hours 
with me: we bad much serious and coniSden* 
tial talk i he gave me repeated assurances of 
his most generous friendship, and fresh in- 
stances of the King's benignity, by his Ma- 
jesty's order. 

29. Lcml Bute came to me by appointment, 

and staid a great while. I pressed him much 
to take the Secretary's office, and provide 
otherwise for Lord Holdernesse — he hesitated 
for some time, and then said, if that was the 
only difficulty, it could be easily removed; 
for Lord Holderuesse was ready, at his desire. 
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to quarrel with his fellow Ministers (on ac- J'^^' 
count of the slights and ill usage which he 
daily experienced) and go to the King» and 
throw up in seeming anger, and then he (Bute) 
might come in> without seeming to displace 
any body. I own the expedient did not 
please me. 

I was at council, and signed a letter to check Dec. s. 
the government of Ireland for not sending over 
a bill of supply, as is always the form, before 
their dissolution on the demise of the Crown. 

Lord Buckinghamshire, George Townshend, 4. 
Belendine, Dashwood, Macky, Vaughan, and 
Stanley, dined with me. — Much dissatisfaction 
at the King's making Lord Fitzmaurice Aid 
de Camp — and the measure of bringing coun- 
try Lords and considerable gentlemen about 
the King, as Lord Litchfield, Mr. Berkley, 
&c. ridiculed by the creatures of the Adminis* 
tration. 

The Duke of Richmond resigned the bed- 8. 

chamber, which he had just asked for, because 

Lord Fitzmaurice was put before his brother. 

I had several friends to dine with me, when 

Bb 2 
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r76o. the Duke of Richmond'^ affair was much can- 
^^^- ^' vassed. Lord Hallifax said, that the Duke 
had assured the person from whom his Lord- 
ship heard it, that the King sent and offered 
his Grace the Bedcliamber — which is not true. 

The whole affair, as I had it from Lord 
Bute, was this — ^The Duke, after having talk- 
ed very offensively of the Scotch, on the pro- 
motion of Sir Henry Ereskine, asked, in a 
private audience of the King, to be of his Bed- 
chamber: his Majesty gave him a civil, but 
not a decisive answer, and acquainted Lord 
Bute with it, who tcdd his Majesty, that the 
Duke's quality and his age made him a very 
proper servant to be about his person ; upon 
which Lord Bute was ordered to let the Duke 
know that the King accepted his service, which 
Lord Bute performed, and then mentioned to 
the Duke,, how his Grace's behaviour about 
Sir Henry Ereskine was particularly offensive 
to him (Bute). The King was displeased that 
he was not informed of it before, and Lord, 
Bute said, that he thought the Duke a proper 
servant for his ^Fajesty, and as such, recom- 
mended him, but not as his friend. The Duke 
came to see Lord Bute, to thank him for his 
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fcincl offices, and to disown all political con- i^^o. 
nexions with Mr. Fox. Ix>rd Bute said, that ^* ^ 
Ihe King had no manner of objection to Mr. 
Fox, and that he himself had a great regard 
for hini personally : and then Lord Bute fairly 
told the Duke, that the King knew how he 
had talked about Sir Henry Ereskine's affair, 
4ind of him (Bute) m particular; which the 
Duke endeavoured to palliate, and said, it had 
teen much aggravated.- 

Lord Bute called on me, and we had much 20. 
talk about setting up a paper — and about the 
Houses, in case of resignations. 

Mr. Glover was with me, and was full of 21, 
admiration of Lord Bute: he applauded his 
conduct and the King's : saying, that they 
would beiat every thing ; but a little time must 
be allowed for the madness of popularity to 
Cool. He was not determined about political 
connexions, but, I believe, he will come to us, 

. Lord Bute was with me, and we weighed 23. 
and considered all things, and, though after 
long discussions we parted without any deci^ 
sion, I think he inclines much to my scheme. 
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1160. I had a long conversation with Lord But^ 
Dec. 27. ^^j^^^^ Lord Egmont, whose election I under- 
took to secure, if the King commanded me, 
on his being refused the Peerage. His Lord- 
ship answers to my queries of the 25th instant 
We talked about the city militia, and the de- 
mand of the Lieutenancy for the whole cor- 
poration—about the Dukes of Newcastle and 
Argyle flattering Lord Bute with the King, 
and their offering to act under him. The 
Duke of Chandois's pretensions — ^the Duke of 
York's establishment, &c. 

Lord Egmont's afiair is as follows. I yes- 
terday received a letter, letting me know that 
Lord Egmont had lately written to bis ste- 
ward, Biddlecombe, with orders to show the 
letter to the Mayor of Bridgewater, wherein 
he lets him know that it was probable, there 
would be an election at Bridgewater either on 
the 23d or 24th. In which case, he should 
propose Lord Percival in his room. All this 
appeared to me so strange, that I asked Lord 
Bute about it. He, afker putting me in mind 
that he had told me, a week ago, that there 
never was a thought of making Lord Egmont 
a Peer, or that even any application bad been 
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made, said, that very lately Lord Egmont had noa 
been with hiin> and begged earnestly to gd *^' 
into the House of Lords — that his election at 
Bridgewater was very uncertain— that he was 
very ill, and much dejected, &c. 

That he (Bute) told him Acre was very 
little encouragement, and told me that the 
King was very little disposed : he asked me, 
what I would do in his election ; to which I 
replied, throw him out. Lord Bute seemed 
to think it hard he should be in neither house. 
Perceiving that, I said that, if the King would 
keep him out of the House of Lords, and he 
(Bute) desired it, I would secure his election 
at Bridgewater. He said, it was too much for 
me to give up family interest. I replied, no- 
thing is too much that is useful, where friend- 
ship is real and mutual. And here it now 
stands. 

Lord Bute came and said, he was sure that nai. 
the Ministry had some glimpse of getting off ^^^' ^* 
our system, by setting up that of abandoning 
Hanover, and of supplying the money to di- 
stress France into a peace ; that they would, 
by their popularity, force this measure upon 
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176J. the King, who must consequently lose a great 
deal of his own. I told him, as the truth was, 
that this measure was the only sound one 
to get out of the war. That I had yesterday 
begun to put ray thoughts upon it into writ- 
ing, to persuade him to obtain powers of the 
King to carry it intp execution. That my 
only doubt was, whether the new. Parliament 
should not be suffered to meet, only to de- 
clare in the speech tl^at his Majesty found 
himself involved in this war, to which he had 
no ways contributed : that, seeing the bent of 
the nation so violent, he had acquiesced in it, 
without approving of it, persuaded that they 
would soon feel, if they did not see, their error: 
that he was convinced that the present method 
of defending Hanover would ruin this coun- 
try^ without defending that ; and he therefore 
would no longer expose his regal dominions 
to such hardships, for fruitless attempts to 
protect his electoral ; but would leave them 
in the hands of his enemies, and apply the 
e;s:pence to force them to a reasonable peace, 
by means more probable and proper to attain 
that end. 

He paused a considerable time, and did not 
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say positively, that he could^ or could^not, get iVei. 
the King to consent to this system, but he re- '^* 

turned to say, that he thought the Ministry - 
had an eye that way. If such should be their 
scheme, I said, it would be irresistible ; buT; 
there was one way to defeat the use they pro- 
posed from it, which was, to put himself at the 
head of it, in a great office of business, and to 
take the lead, and the merit of bringing with 
him the true British principles of making war, 
peace, &c. 

Lord Bute said, that, though he was sure 
the Ministry looked that way, he hoped and 
believed they would not easily follow it : that 
I, indeed, always talked of (tiem, as if they 
were united, whereas they neither were iior 
could be. That the Duke of Newcastle most 
sincerely wished for peace, and would go any 
lengths to attain it. That Mr. Pitt meditated 
a retreat, and would stay in no longer than 
the war. 

But, for my part, I think they will continue 
the war as long as they can; and keep in, 
when it is over, as long as they can; and that 
will be, as long as they please, if they are suf- 
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1761. fered to make peace^ which will soon be so 
necessary to all orders and conditions of men, 
that all will be glad of it, be it what it will, 
especially if it comes from those, who have all 
the offices and the powers of office. All 
which can never end well for the King and 
Lord Bute. His Lordship now showed me a 
letter to Lord Egmont, which he wrote in the 
King's presence, saying, " that the King is 
resolved to make no more Peers, at present, 
than those now before him ; that if his Lord- 
ship thinks his personal application to his Ma- 
jesty will make him alter this resolution, he 
hoped his Lordship would take that step: 
and then added, if you think your election 
uncertain, and I can be of any service to you 
in it (as I think I can) your Lordship may 
command me." I hope he will not accept the 
service oifered. 

His Lordship then said, he was persuaded 
it would be seen this very winter, if the Mi* 
nistry endeavoured to prolong the war; for 
he thought that the King of Prussia himself 
would insist upon their making a peace, ami 
even a separate peace. 

This I confess, I do not understand — w« 



Digitized by 



Google 



379 

agreed upon getting nmners, and to settle na^i. 
what he would disperse. ^^' ^' 

t dined at Sir Francis Dashwood*s. Lord 9. 
Bute csune^ and he showed me Lord Egmont's 
answer : he is displeased, but desires to know, 
if he is to understand his Majesty refuses him 
the Peerage for ever, or for this time only. 
We we now quit of his Lordship. Lord Bute 
thinks the French will make a separate peace 
upon the present foot — I think not — and I en- 
deavoured to show him, that nothing but ruin 
could flow from our persisting in the present 
measures ; nothing could produce peace, but 
withdrawing from the Continent; that it must 
be, either from necessity, or from being driven 
into it by those who brought this ruin upon 
U8^ or from a petition to the throne by. the 
united voice of his Majesty's best subjects. 
But, at all events, it ought .to appear, that the 
giving up Hanover was his Majesty's own 
system ; and, therefore, in case any thing that 
looked that way should be moved, he (Bute) 
should be prepared to take the lead, and that 
he and I should begin the affair in the House 
<rf Lords* I wish I may have convinced him. 
I had written, and afterwards I mentioned 
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I70t. Lord Talbot's son-in-law to succeed Bosca^ 
wen, who was dying. He was sorry I had not 
thought of it sooner, but he had agreed to fill 
his place by a removal out of the board of 
trade. I tried to get the Jewel* Office for him 
by an arrangement for Lord Lyttelton— ^mt 
in vain. We wished to have some coffee- 
house spies, but I do not know how to con- 

15. trive it. Went to Court at Leicester House 
— ^at the House of Commons on Lord Maris* 
cball's petition. 

16. Lord Bate came, and said, that he was now 
sui'e that Pitt had rio thoughts of abandoning 
the Continent, and that he was madder than 
*ever. He was uneasy with Talbot, as he 
^would have put the Steward's staff in Talbbfs 
hands the first day if he could. » That he had 
heard, that Talbot tliought Granby could 
<^perSQade his father to quit it, and that other- 
wise, he would not accept it, on account of 
t>f the friendship between him and Granby. 
That Talbot would make an excellent oflRcer 
to reform that most- corrupt office. That, in 
whatever he (Bute) should do for his friends, 
he should always, at the same time, consider 
the siervice of his master and of the public. I 
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pressed htm much for Lord Talbot; to which i76i. 
he replied, that he had marks of all the distinc- ^^' ' 
tions that were going. The Council accept- 
ed, and refused : in the promotions of Peerage, 
aa. Earldom. That he perceived Lord Talbot 
meant a place of more consequence than he 
(Bute) wished. He was sorry for it, for he 
was violent, and I might depend upon it, he 
would be impracticable in business. That 
Lord Talbot had used him unkindly. I said 
all I could, and from my heart. I touched 
again upon Rice — he said, he thought the 
board of trade no improper beginning, and 
that might possibly be shaped out. I said, the 
offer of any thing directly from him, accepted 
or not accepted, I thought would be very^ 
kindly taken. That Henley owed his being 
made Chancellor, from Keeper, entirely to 
him, and that he had brought Henley's letter 
to show me. I begged his Lordship to pre- 
serve that letter, as well as some others he had 
shown me, properly labelled and tied up : for 
the ingratitude of mankind might make it of 
use to have preserved them. He smiled, and 
said he had already found it so : and then told 
me Martin's impertinent conversation at the 
Admiralty, in presence of a dozen people. 
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1761. about a Fine to be drawn between the Scotch 
^^^* "^ and the EngKsh, and that it ought to be ob- 
served and continued. 



Lord Bute then 8aid» that he must see the 
Duke of Newcastle^ to settle with him about 
the elections shortly. That, to those who had 
proposed to him to unite with the Duke upon 
conditions^ he had said, he would agree to no 
conditions till he saw Talbot, Dashwood, and 
Charies Townshend (which last, he said, had 
sworn allegiance to him,^r a time) f^had such 
places as he wished. 

As to the army, he wished he could talk 
with an impartial officer : that he thought the 
King of Prussia and Prince Ferdinand were as 
popular as ever. I answered, that I thought 
the King of Prussia began to be very little so: 
and that there was something so servile in the 
education of an officer, that, if the officer 
found out what he desired to hear, he might 
be sure of hearing nothing else. That I 
thought Prince Ferdinand was become as un- 
popular in the army, as he was once popular 
— that he was accused of three great heads W 
malversation. The first w;as, that he had e32* 
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acted complete pay for uiM^omplete corps: nei. 
the second^ that not one shilling of all those ^^' *^ 
devastating contributions had been carried to 
the public account: the thirds that he had 
received good money> and had paid the troops 
in bad^ to a very great amount, and at a great 
discount : that this last was an affair mercan- 
tile and of exchange — and that^ if the charge 
was true^ I would undertake to find those who 
should lay it open to the world beyond con- 
tradiction. Lord Bute's notions about the 
war are very singular, and, I believe, not 
thoroughly digested: he thinks^ the enemy 
will make a peace upon the present footing, if 
we go on conquering their islands, &c. I 
think, that they will never make peace with 
ns, till we withdraw our troops actually, or 
till they think we design it. His opinion is> 
that our withdrawing our troops would either 
effect a peace, or enable us to carry on a war 
much cheaper, and by national means for na* 
tional ends; but what compensation is to be 
made for Hanover ? I replied, according to 
the damage done; and the foundation must be, 
how much heavier the taxation of the elec- 
torate has been, than what it was under its 
natural Prince. He said, that, if we made 
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1 761. this separate peace, we must still pay tKe 
Jan. 16. King of Prussia, which would make the war 
look more unnational. I thought not; but 
then, he said, we must stop here, and not 
think of conquering any farther. I answered, 
I saw nothing to conquer ; that France had 
as much lost Martinico, as she could lose it — 
that the French government had not received 
a sixpence from the duties, nor the subjects 
from their estates, these two years. He said, 
all the produce came home in neutral ships. 
He then returned to the difficulties of indem- 
nifying Hanover, if the troops should be with- 
drawn, and the peace be made. And this 
makes me doubt, whether the King can be 
brought to abandon Hanover, which seems to 
me to be the only method to secure a good 
peace to that country, as well as to this. 

The Keeper was yesterday made Chan- 
cellor. 

Feb. 2. Lord Bute came, and was dissatisfied with 
the clamour about the beer, at the play-house, 
the evening in which the King was there. I 
mentioned to him the intelligence which 1 
had just received ; that Mr. Pitt had told Mr* 
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Beckfoffd, last Friday^ that all was orer, and t76i. 
he would have no more to do. He replied, * ^ 
he did not believe it. He had not seen Mr. 
Pitt this fortnight, but had seen Mr. Beckfbrd 
lately, who dropping in conversation that he 
wished ta see the King his own Minister, he 
(Lord Bute] replied, that his great friend Mn 
Pitt did not desire to see the King his own 
Minister, and he might tell him so, if he 
pleased, for that it was vepy indifferent to him 
(Bute) if every word he said was carried to 
Mr. Pitt. I asked his Lordship, if he knew 
why the Parliament was kept on so long ? he 
said, he thought it was better for him> as his 
friends had the more time to look about them^ 
and that the Duke of Newcastle was desirous 
to have it end, I then asked if he had settled 
the new Parliament with the Duke? he re- 
plied, he had not seen his Grace for some 
day^, but supposed he should soon, and he 
would then bring his list with him. That 
what were absolutely the King's boroughs, 
the King would najne to; but where the 
Crown had only an influence, as. by the cus<« 
toms, excise, &c, he could not be refused the 
disposition of it, while he stayed in. That he 
had told Anison, that room must be made for 
Cc 
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gaged: and that he (Bute) said. What, toy 
Lord, the King's Admiralty boroughs full, and 
the King not acquainted with it ! That An« 
son seemed quite disconcerted, and knew not 
what to say. His Lordship was not for push* 
f ng them yet, for if the peace was a bad one^ 
as it must be ; they would certainly proclaim, 
that it was owing to their dismission, because 
they were not suflFered to bring the great work 
to a happy conclusion, to whom the glorious 
successes, which had hitherto attended their 
conducting it, were entirely to be attributed. 
In short, he seemed to think, that nobody 
could stand such a peace, as must be made 
upon the present system, but those who had 
brought us into that system, and were the au« 
thors of it. 

$. His Lordship and I talked over Charles 

Townshend's being Secretary at War, and Sir 
Francis iDashwood's succeeding him* He 
seemed resolved to come into Administration^ 
but not yet. We agreed that^^ijf there was 
nothing irregular to be done, the new Pariia- 
ment would be the King's, let who wiU choosa 
it. He Mid it was very easy to make the 
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Duke of Newcastle resign, and he did not '^^i- 
imagine that his Grace would do it in any 
hostile way, or make those, whom he elected, 
oppose the Ministry. But, who was to take it ? 
was the question. He did not seem to think 
it sidviseable to begin there. I repJIied, I saw 
no objection ; but if he thought there was, he 
might put it into hands that would resign it to 
him, when he thought proper to take it; but 
that he must begin to be a public man, by- 
taking something, or else, the objection would 
be the same at ten years* end. He said, that 
Holdemesse knew nothing of what the Mi^ 
nister was doing for these last ten days, and 
therefore he began to think with me, that it 
was possible Pitt might resign. 



HERE the Diary concludes ; hut it is much to be 
regretted, that Ms LordsUp did not continue it, during 
the very interesting period, which immediately preceded 
his decease. The confidential letters in my possession, 
and his Lordship*s answers to them (both of which lie 
most carefuUy preserved) might assist me in carrying 
on the history of those times, till within a month of his 
death : but, as I have neither leisure for sueh an under' 
taking, nor sufficient knowledge of that memorable terOp 
CcS 
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to enable me t^ select or digest the letters froperly^ I 
think it prudent to decline so arduous a task ; a task^ 
indeed, that ivould have been attended with almost tn« 
superable difficulties : for we may naturally suppose 
that, in a written intercoutrse between his Lordship and 
men cf various principhs, many of the Utters and answers 
would convey reprtseniationSf very contradictory to those 
of others. 

Lord Melcombe was too eocperienced a courtier, to 
speak the same langmge to all people : on the contrary, 
he was studious ^ to assimilate his politics to those of hie 
correspondents, and to make Ms ideas apparently con^ 
sonant to the opinions of those men from whom he ea> 
pected emohmerU. 
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APPENDIX. 



THE ensuing Narrative is, by some Years, 
prior to the earliest date of the Diary ; but, as 
it is frequently alluded to in the tvork, the Edi^ 
tor has inserted it in this Appendix s and he 
doubts not, that every honest man will unite with 
him in the patriotic wish, that this country may 
never again be distracted with dissensions, 
similar to those which were the consequences of 
the following transaction. 

For such was the fatality of those unnatural 
dissensions, that the judicious and provident part 
of the nation, and, alas ! a Father too, could be 
justified in rejoicing that a Prince of Wales 
was numbered with the dead. 
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FRTOAY, Ma«ch 5, 17S6-7. 



NARRATIVE 

OP WHAT PASSED BETWEEN 

THE PRINCE AND MR. DODINGTON, 

AND AFTERWARDS BETWEEN 

SIR ROBERT WALPOLE AND MR. DODINGTON, 



The reflohition of his Royal Highness to bring a demand into 
Parliament, for an augmentation of his allowance to 100,000/. 
per antt. and for a jointure upon the Princess. 



On Monday, the 7th of February, 1736-7, being 
informed that the Prince went to bed indisposed, I 
thought it my duty to go to his lodgings next morn- 
ing (Tuesday the 8th) to inquire of the Pages of the 
Back Stairs, after his health. I found his saddle 
horses in the Court; they told me he was pretty 
well, and insisted upon letting his Royal Highness 
know I was there. I would not admit of it, being 
obliged, that morning, to attend the Treasury, and 
the House; but, before* my coach could drive off, 
one of the Pages overtook me with a message from 
the Prince to attend him. 
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I found him with the servants in waiting about 
him, his boots on, and powdering his hair, to ride 
out After having finished his dress, he directed the 
gentlemen to withdraw ; and then, with his usual 
goodness, was pleased to talk to me very freely, 
upon the state of his Magesty's indisposition, and 
upon several other subjects^ relating to transactions, 
and persons, of a public nature. 

After half an hour spent in this kind of conversa- 
tion, I humbly offered to take my leave ; but he com- 
manded me to sit down again, and then said that he 
would communicate a secret to me of great import- 
ance, in which he should desire my assistance, and 
designed partly to employ me. I answered, that if 
his iloyal Highness was pleased to trust me with a 
secret, I had one favour to ask, which was, that^be 
would tell it to nobody else, and then I would be an- 
swerable it should remain a secret. He told me that 
it was not of that nature ; that it would be known ; 
that several people now knew it ; but that no one 
servant of the Crown, as he believed, was acquainted 
with it : that having always had more kindness, and 
affection for me, than for any body, he thought he 
owed it me (as he was pleased to express himself), to 
communicate it to me, the first of any of the King's 
servants, and by his own mouth : that those who were 
chiefly concerned, and engaged in it, were apprised 
of this his resolution, and no6 only approved, but 
even advised, that I should be the first of the Court- 
made acquainted with it. 
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Exceedingly surprised as I was at this unexpected 
prelude, I only returned thanks, in the best manner 
I was able, for the gracious and condescending ex- 
pressions he was pleased to use, and really did not 
guess (as I naturally might have done, if I had not 
been surprised) what it tended to. He then entered 
into very bitter complaints of the usage he had, all 
along, met with from the Administration, and even 
from their Majesties : that he was not allowed where- 
withal to Uve, &c. that he was resolved to endure it 
DO longer, and had determined to make a demand in 
Parliament of a jointure for the Princess, and of 
100,000/. perann. for himself, which hisfether had, 
when Prince, and which he looked on.to be his right, 
both in law and equity. I objected to the very great 
danger of such an undertaking ; put his Royal High- 
. ness in mind, how strongly I had always been against 
it, when he formerly mentioned it ; and was going to 
show the fatal consequences it must produce, besides 
the great improbability of success. But he inter- 
rupted me, and said, that it was too far gone for 
those considerations ; that he did not ask my advice, 
but my assistance; he was determined upon the 
measure, and designed to send and speak with my 
particular friends, namely, Sir Paul Methuen, Lord 
Wilmington, and the Duke of Dorset ; but chose out 
of kindness to me, to acquaint me first with it: that 
he would send to Sir Paul by Sir Thomas Frankland, 
and aj»ked me, if I would break the matter to them, 
.and what, 1 .believed, they would think of it. Sen- 
sible of the danger and difficulties that attend nego- 
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tiations 6f this delicate nature, even among the 1>e8t 
friends, I replied, as to the first part, that I humbly 
begged to be excused from breaking it ; that what- 
ever friendship those gentlemen did me the honour 
to admit me to, I thought it a matter too high to un- 
dertake : that, as he had mentioned his intentions of 
sending to them, and as they were. By their rank, 
'and affection to his Royal Highness, every way qua- 
lified to be consulted, I thought it highly proper 
that he should know their sentiments from their own 
mouths, in an affair of this very great importance; 
that then, what they said to his Royal Highness, 
could not be mistaken, and what he was pleased to 
say to them could not be misrepresented. As to 
what they would think of it, I was confident, by what 
I felt myself, that they would be infinitely surprised; 
too much so, in my judgement, to give his Royal 
Highness any positive and determinate opinion. He 
said, he did not want their opinion, but their assist- 
ance, and what would my friend the Duke of Argyll 
do ? Be extremely surprised too, without all doubt, 
Sir, I replied : I do not know what he will do ; but 
I am confident, I know what he would not do, which 
is, he would not advise your Royal Highness to this 
measure. He answered, that the measure was fixed, 
that be was resolved, and wanted nd advice, but he 
i^ould not send to him, nor to Lord Scarborough, 
but to the Duke of Dorset and Lord Wilmington 
he would send, being resolved it should comift into 
the House of Lords the same day, or soon after, let 
die.fiite of it be what it would in the House of Corn- 
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mons. He stopped here a little, and used some ex* 
pressions, as if he would have me to understand,, that 
he had said enough about all those that he thought 
I lived with in the closest connexion. I endeavoured, 
after assuring hini with what affectionate duty we 
had always been his sincere servants, to show the 
great im probability of success iii such an undertaking ; 
but he cut me short, and said. None at all, that there 
were precedents for it ; and mentioned that of the 
Princess of Denmark, in King William's time : that 
all the opposition, and the Tories were engaged in 
it: that as it was his own determination, and he had 
been advised by nobody, when he had resolved it 
in his own mind, he thought it necessary to speak to 
people himself; he had done so, to Mr. Pulteney, 
Lord Carteret, Lord Chesterfield, Master of the 
Rolls (Jekyll), and Sir William Wyndam ; that they 
were all hearty in it : that Mr. Pulteney, at the first 
notice, expressed himself so handsomely, that he 
should never forget it : but said he could, at that 
time, ^nly answer for himself, not expecting the 
proposition, but begged leave to consult with some 
of his friends ; which his Royal Highness granted 
him, and he had, since, assured him that they were 
unanimous : that Sir William Wyndham had said, 
that he had long desired an opportunity of showing 
his regard and attachment to his Royal Highness ; 
that he would answer for his whole party, as well as 
fcMT Umself ; and that he was very happy, that an 
occasion presieDted itself to convince bis Royal High- 
npss^ by tb^ir zealous and hearty appearance in. 
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support of his interest, how far they were from being 
Jacobites, and how much they were misrepresented 
under^ that name. [N. B. He spoke in the debate^ 
but did not vote, and forty-feve Tories were absent.] 
That Lord Winchelsea was gone down to Petworth, 
to bring up the Duke of Somerset, who he thought 
would move it in the House of Lords : that Mr, 
Sandys, Sir Thomas Saunderson, Mr. Gibbon, Mr. 
Waller, Sir John Barnard, and several others, were 
acquainted with it, and highly approved it : that, 
possibly. Sir John Barnard might move it. He then 
asked me, if 1 had really heard nothing of it from the 
Court. I assured him, with great truth, that 1 had 
not ; from whence he was pleased to infer, how ge- 
nerally odious the Minister must be, that nobody 
would tell him a thing that so nearly concerned him, 
when by his Royal Highnesses calculation of those 
that knew it, and asked leave to consult their friends, 
there could not be less than from forty-six to fifty 
that must be acquainted with it : he added, that it 
would make an end of his power, or to that effect, 
which I had no reason to be sorry for. I told him 
that, indeed, I had no reason, no^ did I pretend to 
be partial to the Minister, but it was my misfortune 
to differ so far from his Royal Highness, that I 
thought this measure would be the most effectual 
one to secure and strengthen him. He seemed 
much surprised at that, and asked my reason. I 
said I thought so, because thq Minister had, I be- 
lieved, long since experienced, that he could have 
no hopes of governing by the approbation, and affec- 
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tion^ of the people i that his only security, theilefore^ 
was I^ &voar, and hold at Court : and in my poor 
opinion, this unhappy measure would make the 
King^s cause, and his, inseparable, and rivet him yet 
faster where his only strength ky^ I then humbly 
begged him to consider the circumstance of time; 
how far it might be consistent with the known great- 
ness and generosity of his character, to make such 
an attsu^k, when his father was in a languishing con* 
dition. He replied, that he was sensible of tha^ 
but he could pot help it : he was engaged, and would 
go through : the King could not live many yearS| 
but might linger thus a good while, and he could not 
stay that while : that the time, indeed, had its incon- 
reniencies of. one sort, and he wished it otherwise^ 
but.it had its conveniencies of another; it would 
make people more cautious, and apprehensive of o£^ 
fendmgihim; that, besides, he had told the Queen of 
it in. the summer^ and assured her that he designed 
to bring it into Parliament ;' that ahe had treated it 
as idle and chimerical ; that it was impossible that he 
should make any thing of it, and seemed to think he 
was only in jest ; that if his friends stood by him, he 
fhould carry it in the House ; but if he missed tha-e, 
he could not fail of it in six months : that I should 
know the family^ .fis well, as any body; he always 
thought I did ; but found that I did not, or would 
not: but he himself knew his own family best ; and 
he would make a bet that, if he failed, now, he gain- 
ed his point in less than a twelvemonth, by this 
m^ws : in short, he was resolved, and too far en«, - 
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gaged in honour to ^o back : tbat it was bfs dae> and 
his right; absolutely necessary to make him easy 
the rest of bis life : he could never want his friends 
but on this occasion : those that would stand by him 
in this, he should always look on as his friends, and 
reward as such ; those that would not, he should not 
reckon to be so, they would have nothing to expect 
from him; and several other expressions to that 
purpose : that it was to be brought in soon ; iu what 
shape, whether by address, or otherwise, he believed 
was not yet settled, but soon it must be< I made no 
particular answer to this last part, but only expressed 
my concern for the consequences ; and waiting on 
him down stairs to his horse, begged of him to con* 
Mder, how necessary it was to delay it from the great 
impropriety of the time. He said, if a little time 
would do, it might be considered, but the King might 
linger out the session in the same way. I took the 
liberty to ask, what would be the ill consequence if 
that should happen, and it should go over to another 
session. He said that could not be, his honour was 
too far engaged; he could not, he would not stay. 

Here this conversation ended, without auy direct 
demand to vote for this proposal, on his side; and 
without any direct promise, or refusal^ on mine; and 
I left his Royal Highness with very gi^at uneasiness 
and perplexity upon my mind, considerably aug-i 
mented by the great ease and tranquillity that a]p- 
peared upon his: which is the natural effect of great 
jtesolutions, when they are fixed and determined. 
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Upon reflection on wbat had passed, finding it 
was resolved to ajl^y, personally, to the Duke of 
Dorset, Lord Wiloungton, and Sir Paul Metfauen, I 
thought it a duty of the friendship in which we bad^ 
•o noany years, lived, to prepare them for so dis- 
agreeable a conference : and first, as he was to be 
called on the next day but one, I acquainted Sir 
Paul Methuen with it We joined in lapientiug the 
fate of this country, to be divided and torn to piedes 
by a disunion in this Royal family, which, with so 
many ardent wishes, with the profusion of so much 
blood and treasure, wehad^ at last, so happily placed 
on the throne, to end all our divisions, and protect tu 
in union and tranquillity. We agreed that Sir Paul 
Methuen should not seem to be any wap apprised of 
the cause of sending for him, but should lay hold on 
all overtures that should be given him, to represent 
strongly to his Royal Highness the very fatal conse-* 
quences of this undertaking; and by no means giv^ 
him any the least reason, or encouragement to thlnk^ 
that he would vote for it 

I then opened the matter to the Lords. We had 
several conferences upon it ; and agreed to commu- 
nicate it to Lord Scarborough, by the Duke of Dor^ 
set The Liords unanimoudy agreed to do their ut- 
n^ost to prevent this ill-advised attempt (if they were 
s^^nt to), and not to be hindered, by any interrup* 
tipnsi from representing strongly to his Royal High* 
ness, the fatal consequences of it. But in case he 
persisted iniit^ to dedarie plainly, to hiai> thai; thqF 
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should tbink themselves obliged in conscience^ and 
in honour, to oppose it, as fatal to his Royal High* 
ueis, injurious to the King, and destnictire to the 
quiet and tranquillity of the whole country ; and de** 
sired me to do ^o too, in case ib should be my lot to 
be first called upon. 

Sir P. Methuen was not sent for on Thursday, 
which gave me some hopes (vain ones indeed) that 
the great coldness I had received the proposition 
with, might have had some weight On Friday the 
nth, I received a message from the Prince, at Mr. 
Stanhope's, where I dined, to attend him next 
morning to Kew. I was not sorry for the opportu- 
nity, being resolved to leave no ambiguity in hii 
Boyal Highness's mind about my behaviour, and 
very apprehensive that names going about, and mis* 
Tepresented as doubtful upon so important a point 
(how insignificant soever) might influence, or mislead 
unwary people. Before we rose from table, at Mr* 
Stanhope's, a servant brought me word that Sir T?% 
Methuen had been at my house, and left word that 
he was gone home. I went directly to wait on him. 
He was then just gone from the Prince, to whom he 
had represented the danger and impracticability of 
this measure, with all .the force and weight that be<- 
came so honest and so honourable a man ;, and used 
all possible arguments, that a good head and a good 
heart could suggest, to dissuade him from it ; but 
all without effect : : that he then declared to him, that 
lie could not be for Jiimj but, at the importunate 
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and mpeated request of hi& Rojal Higliiiess, and le- 
flccting tliHt he bad not attended the House, so a» to 
gsre one single rote since the excise biU, he had been 
]Mrevailed on to promise his Royal Highness to be ab« 
sent, as he nsed to be. 

On Saturday the 1 2th5 early in the morning, I re* 
ttctved a miessage from the Prince, that he had put 
off hisjoumef to Kew that day. Howerer, being 
willing to eome to an explanal^ior^ it was thought 
j^fc^er that I should place myself in the way, and 
go to fats Roytal Highmess's apartment, to inquire af- 
ter his, and her Royal Hightiess's heakh. The Pages 
totd be that he was not come from the Prineeis»3*s 
ked^ehamber, but was pretty well, and hadal^red 
hi» resolution of going to Eew. I went away on 
feet, and did not return home all the looming. ' Just 
before ^ree, one of the Princess s<erTants^ foimd nici 
in the I^ark; told me he had been a« my hottse, b«itf 
the servants knowing nothing of me, he had been 
all'oirer the town after me, to let tae know thei^e was 
a mistake in the mornirtg message, and that the 
Prince ordered me to dine with him, that day, al. 
hit; bouse- in Pall Mall. 

I dressed, and got thither' before his Royal High- 
desa, biit not before the company, which consisted 
ehiefly of his bed-chamber. When he came , he de- 
sined the gent^men to amuse themselves, and that 
he wouid take a walk with me till dhmer. In the 
garden, after a httle common conversation, bebegait 
Dd 
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by telling me that he had seen Sir Paul Metfauetr, 
and insinuated that Sir P. seemed well enough satis- 
fied with the proposition. I said I was infinitely sur- 
prised, and mortUied that I should differ with him in 
opinion, in an affair of such consequence, consider- 
ing the long friendship between us, which implied 
some similitude of thinking. Upon which, he re- 
ceded a little from that, and seemed to give me 
leave to think that Sir P. did not much approve of 
it, but, however, had promised to be absent Then 
he said he had talked to several people, and they aU 
entered into it most heartily. Having taken my own 
party, I did not think proper to inquire who they 
were, though I was very curious to know; being 
persuaded (and I am so still) that there could not be 
one uDprejudiced man in the nation of competent 
age, weight, and experience, to advise a Prince, 
that would approve of such a measure. After some 
pause, he told me he had spoken to Mr. Hedges (his 
Tveasurer) and Lord Ballitnore (of his bed-chamber) 
who were zealously for it. I said, no doubt bis ser* 
vants would vote for it ; nobody could take it ill- of 
them ; they would have leave to do it. He answer- 
ed, that it was no matter whose leave they had, so he 
had their votes. He added, that he had spoken to 
Mr. Arthur Herbert, who not only engaged for him- 
self, but would bring in all his friends. I smiled, and 
said, I did not apprehend that he could make any 
vote but his own. [His brother was in France*] He 
said he would bet Mr> Herbert could make above five. 
I repUed, that,^ if it were so, it must be by making 
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use of his Royal Highnesses name. He said, that 
every body was for him : he was absolutely deter^ 
mined to bring it in : he would hear no advice upon 
it ; and if there were but seven in the House of Com* 
mons, and three in the House of Lords for him, he 
would do it. I told him, that, since he was absolute- 
ly determined, I thought it necessary to lay my 
humble opinion before him, when he would please 
to receive it He said, he did not want my opinion, 
his party was taken. I replied, that I did not pre- 
sume to offer my opinion as what was to guide his 
actions, but to lay before him what was to direct and 
govern my own; which I should be glad to take the 
first opportunity of doing, this not being a proper 
one, because I saw one of the gentlemen coming to 
acquaint his Royal Highness that dinner was served. 
He took no notice of that, but walked into the wood, 
and said that he would show me the Duke of Somer-- 
set's letter, which he did. It contained a pretty 
IcHig account of the precarious state of his Grace's 
health, which made it impossible for him to come to 
town : referred to Lord Winselsea for his opimon of 
the communication he had received of his Royal 
Highness's intentions ; and concluded by wishes that 
his Royal Highness may live many years in health, 
prosperity, and plenty : he made me tak^ notice of 
the word plenty. I said that, with humble submisr 
sion, this, letter did not seem to me to amount to a 
promise, nor gave the least prospect of his Grace's 
^coming to town. He said it was no matter, he should 
have his proxy, which was the same thing [as indeed 
DdS^ 
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W had]. Ha then, with a great ^$1 of Teh^mjetioe^ 
feU upon the dijBicaltie$ h^ Ijay under : tb^yt 9a h^ 
liad sacrificed himself to the natipn, by cbiQsiDding 
a marriage (thpugh the Prince^a was the hiest^ aud 
oiost agreeabie woman in the world), the nation 
ought to &taxid hy him : that if people would yaliv 
t,heir employments more than night and jo^^e^ he 
could not help it ; though he was so strong that he 
waa sure the Court durst npt touch any one thai 
rated for him. 1 got aa Gf>portu&ky of putting in a 
vordhere, and said, that I saw revy well^Kttle reganl 
wouU he had to. any pnofie^adons of not being hiaased 
hy one's employment^ thought I t^iought my he^ 
havfiou^ towiards those in power plainly showed (and 
to nobody more plainly than to himaelf) that I waa 
not TeeysolioitousL about mine: but I did, in my con-* 
science, think (and beliieye that aTecy honesl; m^, 
whose circumstances were abore neces&tty, woukl 
tbiali') this matter to be far above any peeuniaryE 
conaiderationa : that a breach, so irreparable as thia 
proceeding must occasion, would, for the. future, 
t^« qS all the grace and lusstr^ of ai^y eaiploymeni 
Qf ^i^er side : tb^t nq matt of honour ^ove neoea^ 
sity, could 3firve, for the^fiiture, withpkasure, under 
thc^ uneasy apprehensions that duty on the one. side 
lllight be mi^conatrued intodi9(a£fection on the o^hei : 
aiv;^ tber^fpr^^ I h^m^bly besought him to belie^se 
th^t gentteme^^ m ^is great caae^ would ky ^side 
thp^. les^r conaideratiQhs^ and act upon aupecior 
and more a^cting motives, their duty to the wdaoIi% 
which I thought c^yidently in danger. He replM^ 
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-that it was to no purpose to talk about things settled 
and resolved amongst friends : that it was very hard 
be should be all his life in want, and the only one in 
the nation that was not to have justice done him : 
tjbiat, now was the time, and the only one, for people 
to do what they owed him; that he should expect it 
of them; he asked his right, and neither apprehend- 
ed, nor foresaw, any ill consequences from it. I asked 
him, if he did not think it very dangerous to him to 
drive things to such an extremity between him and 
bis father, as might make it the interest of one half 
of the gentlemen of England, that he should never 
come upon the throne ? He replied, why would they 
make themselves desperate ? Why would they not 
do what they owed him, and what was justice ? It 
would be their own faults : did he deserve less than 
the Princess of Denmark ? The gentlemen stood by 
her. I endeavoured to show him the difference of 
the case, in one essential point, which I thought 
most likely to strike him, viz. In that case the addi- 
tion was proposed when the civil list was precarious, 
and not granted to King William for his life ; and 
upon re-granting the duties which were then in the 
power of Parliament, that addition was demanded in 
her favour. But he gave no attention to it, but walk- 
ed about with great precipitation, and a good deal 
agitated. As I saw there was no room left.to make 
any impression upon him, I thought it was high 
time to put an end to the conversation, and therefore 
told him, that since I found him unalterable in his 
resolution, I would not presume to offer any thing 
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more in opposition to it, but must beg leave to give 
him ray plain sentiments as to myself: that I woirid 
have been glad to have had liberty to consult my 
friends, because it would have given my opinion 
more weight with myself, but as that could not be, 
and as I believed ^thing they could say would alter 
it, I thought myself obliged to declare to him, and I 
did it with great concern, that if this matter came 
into Parliament, I should think myself obliged, in 
honour and conscience, to give my absolute dissent 
to it, as pernicious and destructive to all the Royal 
Family, and to the nation in general. He seemed 
very angry, but curbed himself a little ; and said he 
could never have expected this from me ; but he 
supposed then, that he was to expect all my friends 
against him [meaning those gentlemen of the House 
of Commons whom he thought I could influence], 
I told him that I spoke only for myself; that I had 
not dropped the least hint to any one of them ; they 
would know it but too soon. This conversation 
brought us to the door : I saw he was very much 
heated, and, going in, he said he must do as he 
could ; that in the Princess of Denmark's time there 
were gentlemen that valued doing right, more than 
their employments 5 he was sorry the race of them 
was extinct : I had only time to say, that I was to 
submit to whatever his Royal Highness pleased to 
think, or say, and content myself with doing what I 
thought my duty. Thus we went to dinner, with a 
great deal of anxiety on my part, from the real af- 
fection, as well as reverence, that I bear hini ; and 
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Tntli much more freedom and gaiety on his, than I 
could possibly put on. 

As soon as dinner and drinking was over, we rose, 
and I shuffled myself into the midst of the company , 
in order to get away with the first of them, when he 
pleased to make us his bow ; but he dismissed them 
all, and ordered me to come with him into the little 
room. ^ This conversation was much the longest, 
lasting near two hours; but as there was a great 
deal of repetition, I shall only put down what has 
not been already said ; though scarce any thing was 
said by him, in the two former, that was not strongly 
repeated, and insisted upon, in this. 

His Royal Highness began by telling me that he 
had done with asking me any thing more for his sake, 
but, as he had always had the greatest kindness and 
affection for me, he would now talk to me a little, for 
my own. That he desired me seriously to consider, 
in this affair, my own reputation in the world ; that 
it would suffer extremely by leaving him: that I 
must be sensible, I had done myself a great deal of 
hurt in the opinion of mankind, already, by ac- 
quiescing so much as I had done, in measures, with 
those who had treated me, and all my friends so ill; 
but that it would be a great aggravation to that pre- 
judice, if I neglected so advantageous an opportuni- 
ty as this of getting free from it : and much more 
to this purpose. After humble thanks for Iiis good- 
ness, I replied that I was very sensible of the diffi- 
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culties I lay under : that I had no <^ice to mak# 
but what must be disagreeable, and painful to me : 
that as to the Ministry, I had very little regard to 
ibo$^ who treated me, or any of my frieuds slight- 
ingly : that I thought nobody caured less who kaew 
il^ or took less pains to conceal it : tlwtt in an affiiir, 
where I was convinced the whole was coneemed, I 
must prefer my own integrity to the <^inion of th« 
world, and keep peace at home, whatever other peo^ 
pie might think, or say. He said it was strange, 
tb^t bis best friends, and those he counted roost 
upon, should be against him : that he wondered I 
should consider my own character, and my interest 
so little : he had always had the greatest kindness 
for me ; he was resolved to show it in the most dis- 
tinguished manner ; why would I make it impossible? 
Why, when he should have it in his power, giveoc^ 
casion to have it thrown in his teeth, that he was go-r 
ing to distinguish one who had left him at the only 
time that he could want his friendship ? That I must 
be sensible, after this, he could see me no more up-* 
on the foot he had done. I said, I was extremely 
sensible of the truth of all he had been pleased to 
say, and that I had no comfort on either side, but 
from the sense of doing my duty : that my reason 
informed me this was a measure fatal to himself, and 
to the whole country ; I was convinced, of it ; and 
my honour and conscience obliged me to dissent 
from it. He asked me, supposing that were so, if I 
never had given a vote against my opinion, in con- 
currence with those { bad np reason to like ? I an- 
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swered, I hadj loaiiy ; and believed it was the casB 
of every body who had acted with a party, eith^ 
for, or against aa Administration : that^ in my opi« 
nion, business was not to be carried on in an abstract* 
ed way, by considering every point simply, and 
without connexion to the whole: but that I had 
never acted contrary to my opinion, where I thought 
the whole immediately concerned, as I stood con« 
vinced it was, in this ; and therefore, no earthly 
consideration could make me be for it. He then 
pressed me much with the authority of the peo{de 
engaged : Would I talk with Mr. Pulteney and 
Lord Carteret ? and if I was convinced it was their 
opinion, and they thought it right, - would I then be 
for it ? It could do no hurt to see them at least. I 
repUed, I could have no doubt that they were en* 
gaged in it, after what his Royal Highness had been 
pleased to say; and that Lord Carteret might be the 
more easily induced to it from a persuasion that it 
must drop in the House of Commons. He said, that 
if there were but three votes for it, there, it should 
come into the House of Lords : Did I think him so 
simple as not to know Carteret ? Would I see them ? 
I answered, that I had the greatest regard for Lord 
Carteret's parts and abilities, and the most sincere 
respect and value for Mr. Pulteney, with whom I 
bad livedin an intimate acquaintance for some years, 
and whom I always reckoned one of the most con- 
siderable men this country had bred : that if hia 
Royal Highness commanded me, I was very willing 
to wait on them, but in no ways upon the foot of 



Digitized by 



Google 



410 

altering my opinion, singly upon their authority, and 
because the contrary might b^ theirs : but (I over- 
shot mysdf so far as to add), to show his Royal High- 
ness how much I was in conscience persuaded of the 
truth of my opinion, unequal as I was (and in no- 
body^s thoughts more so than in my own), I would 
Tenture to talk with both those gentlemen, before his 
Royal Highness, upon the consequences of this mea- 
sure ; and if they could show me that the bringing it 
into Parliament would not be attended with the 
greatest dangers, prejudice, and divisions, both in 
the Royal Family and the nation, be it right or wrong 
in itself, when brought in, then I would be for it. 
His Royal Highness dropped this proposition (which 
I was extremely glad of, having given a very indis- 
creet opening against myself), and said it was his due ; 
he hoped it was no fault to claim his due ; and the 
Master of the Rolls told him that it was his right in 
equity. I said that equity amongst gentlemen, in- 
deed, was understood to mean a plausible demand to 
a thing ; but as the Master was a Judge in Equity, I 
was surprised at the expression from him, and could 
hardly believe that he would aflSrm to me, that there 
could be grounded a legal equity upon that statute, 
to take the allotment of the estate thereby vested in 
the Crown, out of the King's disposition. He said 
it was his right, he had one hundred and eighty en- 
gaged to support him, and he hoped he should ob- 
tain it. 

Not seeing the end of the conversation, I was re- 
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solved, if possible, to do what I thought my duty, 
and to set before him the precipices he was going to 
plunge into, let the reception it met with be whsit it 
would; and accordingly, I took the liberty of saying, 
that since it was absolutely necessary he should have 
50,000/. per arm. addition, I humbly begged leave 
to know of his Royal Highness, why he would not 
rather choose to ask it of the Parliament, than to 
push this dangerous and desperate measure? That I 
was highly sensible this proposition was very far from 
being prudent, or adviseable in itself, but, bad as it 
was, yet it was so infinitely preferable to the other 
evil, that I would not only be for it, but would sup- 
port and maintain it with all my strength ; and would 
engage that all my friends^ not only those of the 
House of Commons, but those of the House of Lords, 
would be for it He said, no, he thought the nation 
had done enough, if not too much for the family al- 
ready : that he would rather beg his bread from door 
to door, than be a further charge to them ; and that 
he would have it in this way, or not at all. I replied, 
that since he expressed so much tenderness to the 
nation, I entreated him to consider the state to which 
he reduced it : to reflect upon the profusion of blood 
and treasure we had lavished, to maintain our liber- 
ties and constitution : to remember at what a vast ex- 
pense we had brought over, and maintained his fa- 
mily, solely, and singly, to secure to us, and protect 
us in the quiet enjoyment of those liberties, and that 
constitution ; and then to think what sentiments it 
must raise in every honest country gentleman of 



Digitized by 



Google 



412 

great property, who hare warm wishes to all die 

Royal Family, and who expected nothing but a good 

wordj and a kind look from every part of it in return ) 

to think a Uttle, I said, what that body of men must 

feel to be dragged, unavoidably, by that rery Royal 

Family, into the fatal necessity of being desperate 

with the possessor of, or the successor to \he Crown i 

that, for my part, I should not be surprised, if they 

all absented themselves from the House, with hearts 

full of discontent, and distaste on both sides* He 

said, that if they would not do their duty cheerfolly , 

they must be frightened into it; or to that effect; 

he could not suffer all his life, &c. I asked him, if 

he thought they were to be frightened ; and if they 

were, I appealed to his generosity, if that were a just 

return : that I most earnestly supplicated him not to 

overturn the constitution, and the whole Royal Fa« 

mily together : that I had always been bred in mo« 

narchial principles, such as were consistent with a 

free people : that I could no more help the people 

to intermeddle with the just rights of the Crown, 

that tamely sit still, and see the Crown invade and 

destroy the just rights of the people. Did he, could 

he believe, that if the King were to propose to a 

council, for their opinion, whether he should give 

his Royal Highness 50,000/. or 100,000/. per ann, 

that any of those Lords he had named, or mydelf, 

should have a mementos difficulty in delivering and 

supporting our opinion for the larger sum ? Surely 

he could not ; there we should act according to our 

duty, and constitutionally ; but to bring the Parlia« 
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bAo hi& most private, domestic ai&irs, intrude them*- 
9elves into the governmeiit of his private estate and 
£sffliily, was, surely, the* most fatal precedent that 
could be made, and the most unheard-of to be at-* 
tempted by a Prince that wa& to succeed him : that 
I most earnestly conjured him to consider what be 
was doing : that we all hoped he would have children : 
that he knew he had a brother ; if it should happen, 
when be viraison the throne, that discontents should 
arise (and there had been discontents, under the 
hesi Princes that ever reigned), how would He like 
to have a Parliament tell him, that the Duke was an 
amiable, and a popular Prince, of great merit and 
expectation; that they thought his appanage too 
fmall, and de^red his Majesty to double it : that ho 
was hotn in Englaiiid, ai^d the natioa could nr)t tHink 
tbesQisehres safe in keeping up such an army, uiJiess 
the Duke was declared Geneva! f Would he like 
thijB ? and yet this they might do, they would- have a. 
precedeiBit for it, and what was more estraordinary-, 
and unanswerable,^ a precedent of his own niaikingw 
He siaid, be knew how to avoid that : he gave me 
has'tnaord he VKould make his* children and his brother 
entirely easy, they sho,uU: have most ample allows 
ances ; that would be a must ofFeotual way tokeep 
enery body quiet I asked bun if he was. sure that 
they woiild be all, and alwa^ reasonable i Would all 
those that advised them, be soi Could ha be ) blind 
to. what £atal foundations he wa^s laying for future 
disturbances ? And begged' him to consider, that 
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even rebellions, with a Prince of the Blood at the 
head of them, lost a great deal of the horror, and 
even of the danger of common rebellions. I desired, 
that he would talk to the Duke of Argyll, and Lord 
Scarborough, to see if I was single in my apprehen- 
sions. He said, no, the Duke of Acgyll was too 
deeply engaged with the Court, by his employ- 
ments. I entreated him to look on the Duke in a £aur 
superior and more just light, as one of the first of his 
father^s subjects, audmore so, by his firm and unal- 
terable attachment, and unavoidable connexion to 
the whole Royal Family, than by his rank ; but, 
however. Lord Scarborough bad no employment. 
He still said, no ; Scarborough, he knew, was always 
full of his fears ; which he laughed at. I replied, 
that I was sure, if Lord Scarborough had his fears, 
tliey were for his Royal Highness, and not for him- 
self. . He still refused to speak to either of them', 
and said that, now, he did not think to speak to the 
Duke of Dorset or Lord Wilmington. I begged 
bim to believe, that I only spoke my.own sentiments, 
and not to alter his design of seudmg for them upon 
that.- He said, no, it was to no purpose ; he knew 
we were in the same way of thinkings and was satis- 
fied he could expect nothing ftom tfaeoce, so would 
not send for them ; nor. would .he, now, for Sir 
Thomas Frankland, or . Sir Conyers Darcy, as he 
once designed. I still persisted to desire, that be 
would not include those gentlemen with me, who 
knew nothing of it ; but he.persisted in. the contraryi 
which made me say that I was extremely sorry that , 
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he would not speak to gentlemen of that character ; 
and that I did not beUeve he would find one dis- 
passionate man, unheated by opposition, of figure 
enough to be consulted, who would not most ar- 
dently and Tehemently advise his Royal Highness 
pgainst this measure. He then renewed his instances 
strongly to make me for it, and said he should make 
a yery bad figure in.the world, when it appeared that 
his best friends were against him (and this he re- 
peated often) in the only point he could want them, 
and i» a point I well knew he was, always, entirely 
set upon, and had always had in view. I replied, it 
was trtt6^ I did know he was alwaj's bent upon it, but 
his Boyal Highness as well knew, that I always as 
constantly opposed this way of attempting it : that 
heiwell knew that my firmness on this head was the 
^8>t and chii&f cause of his withdrawing, for these two 
years las^ past, the confidence he formerly honoured 
BEie with : that J spoke it without the Ijeast thought of 
complaint, but he knew it was so; and therefore, ass 
I coidd, by no taeans, charge bis Royal Highness 
with acting incQnsistently in pursuing this view, be 
m^st alsd do me the justice to own, that I acted cour 
4is4eo$ly with myself in dissenting from it ; that as 
b# had been graciously pleased oft^ to use the word 
friends leaving one, fidends not assiisting one, &c. 
I nldst hiunb^ hegged leave to submit, if it wa3 
firiendly |o take a resolution of the highest nature, a 
t^oluHion.otie was known to be against, and un« 
^terably. to fi^ that resolution, with I could not say 
whQ'^ n^ with the friends, certainly, of those he was 
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gracioQsty pleaseok le caU frienda ; aii^att thi% with^ 
eiftt tbe least comiiiiTnioatioa to them tiK it was-ivre* 
covenble ;. wkkmt firing tlbem the least ^ppottuh 
mty of haraig their objections^ weigfaedy ov tlMir 
■eniytes. removed ; b<it only to iM tbein> liuik the 
d»uig was fixedy. uuL they mmst foUow, ov refoio ilL 
He then set focth hons oupopnlar the eourt had madi 
itaelf through the.natien, which waamweh th^«e^^«ii«e 
en hia side. I told him, that I refieoted, with mueh 
CQn£er% on any unpopulaatyi but was thoreo>g*yy 
persuaded that this meaauve iwHiId lessen- 4ia unpo^ 
puiaiity where he seemed to express the gvealesi dts-* 
liilLft ; and lay a foundaitton for it, where he theuglM^ 
and I was persuaded there was none ; beeause I wss 
eoimnoed that an attack upon his Royil FatJMr, ef 
lliis natiwe>. and at thk time, would produeo' so ia^ 
durable a division, that f<4ien men^s first passioiiis 
subsided, and they began^ to reflect coolly ; che aa« 
Ibors. and advisers of this measure (f did net knewi 
Aem, but the world woidd certainty fee- it some«v4|eie^ 
liajustly perhap6}> woidd, in the end, become the de« 
testation oB mankind, and perharps of postevityir He 
still continued to press me* warmly, and said that mf 
being against htm cut off bis fifig^rs ; but' 'sure I 
could not deny him to be absetit; i^ I wouM not be 
for him. I told him, that as I new stood' iafoi»ed, 
it was impossible fop me to be absent;; when I bad 
taken a mature rescdution upon a things ol this weighs 
I thought it: would bo inoonsiste»t< withmy honomr 
and ref^tttation, not tO(dave to show it : thait, howe*raiv 
if I oeuht find aoy means^to satisfy my benoar to 
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myself in being absent^I would wait on hb Royal Higb- 
neas again, but, as I now was informed, I thought it 
impossible; and that nothing could hajppen to me so 
fatal, not eren his Royal Highnesses di^leasure, as 
to lea^e the least ambiguity upon his mind of my 
ccmduct. ' He asked what I meant by ambiguity ? I 
aaid, to leave any doubt with his Royal Highness, or 
reason for him to suppose, that I would be for him, 
or absent, when he would afterwards hear that I was 
against him. He said, it was yery strange that I 
would not be absent, when I had said, that I thought 
it natural that. many gentlemen of great honour and 
property would refuse to vote in this question. I 
replied, that I could not be absent, because I did not 
come under the latter part of the description I had 
made of Ijaem, for I had said, that what would make 
such gentlemen be absent, would be a motives of disr- 
satisfaction against both, for having driven them 
to th^ extremity : now that could never be a motive 
with me, to whatsoever extremities I might be re- 
duced. He said, he saw then, that he was to expect 
me, and all my friends (meaning the Commoners) 
against him. I told him, that as to my friends, I had 
not dropped the least hint to th^n of this affair : that 
I hoped, for his sake, they would not see it in the 
light that I did ; and did promise him, that I would 
use no one argument to induce them to do so : but 
for myself, it was with great concern I was obliged 
to say, that I must be agamst it, unless I could find 
reasons, which I did not then see, and which I be- 
lieved it impossible to find, to be absent ; if I did^ I 
E e 
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WDuld certaiidy watt on bitScrftl H^imest agaio, 
and let him know it. Thm ended the moit pamM 
convenftttoii I «ver liad» or, I beSere, c^er sbailinve^ 
whibt I itve. 

• As what if ptit down here is aaHj to aid my c'wm 
snemory, while the trafisactioQ is fresh, and in par* 
ticulars, only^ where I was imasediately concerned^ 
I will not say when the Ministry first knew of this 
refeolntion ; though, i think, I hare undeiiiabie vesb^ 
sons to beliere, (hey did not know it till 8anday die 
l$th, at soonest ; more probaUy not till Monday the 
14th, which is extremely surprising. On Wednes«- 
day the 16th it was pnhlic, and I was stopped by se- 
Teral gentlemen in the House cf Commons, who de^ 
sired my opinion, which I ga^re to none. Sir Robett 
Walpole de^ed me to stay the rising of the Hoc»e^ 
that he might speak with me : I did so ; and when 
the House was almost empty, we went behkid the 
<^ir together. He was, then, «o little informed of 
{Kople^s opinions, that he began by saying, that he 
desired to speak to me without reserv^e i and there* 
finre would ask me, frankly, if upon this great ques* 
tian, I would giTe him a meeting. I answemd, tliat 
doB great question was not new to me : that for 
three years preceding the two last, it had been ikt 
great struggle of my life to ppe^^ent it from breaking 
out then : that I would not have done so, if I had 
not entirely disaj^rored it ; and that fix>fi^ that tisn^ 
up to this Tery hour, i had never seen any one rea* 
son to induce me to alter my opinion. He said it 
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W9B a very handsome cteolarationi and lie -thanked 
me ; but that I well knew many thii^s were liable to 
be ioiputed to ns, wh^ich w« were not guilty of, and 
therefore begged jxie to apeak to my friends. I ^id^ 
ti^aft I desired there might be no mistakes between 
us ujpan a subject of this importance ; that I i^oke 
i^ myself plainly 9 and openly ; I always diss^pfuroved 
of ftblU measure as pernicious and fatal to the whole 
fioyal Family, and as such, would give my public 
dissent to it. As to what be called my friends, I 
supposed die mea^t Mr. Dodingtou, Mr. Wyndhamt 
Mr. Qeaghan, and the two Messrs. Tucker. He 
said. Yes. I replied, that as to this matter, I would 
tell him the whole tinth, indifferent how far he cre- 
dited it : that it would be idle to tell him that I did 
not know of this measure, for I. did, long since, but 
H&dar such restrictions that hindered me from com- 
municating it to any body ; that I. regarded tho3e ties^ 
and had not even hinted it to any one of those gen«- 
tlemen ; but as the thing was now public, i had al- 
ready spoke to some of tbepi, apd did design to do 
so to the vest, to meet me diat night.; but, as yet^ 
could give him no manner of guess as^to their opi* 
nion in thds matter. He again desired me not to do 
the dniog by halves^ because it would be imputed. 
IitoM^him thi^ they wove independent gentlemen; 
that though 'their foctunes were npt large, yet they 
were sufficient, and they were resolved they always 
Atould ^be sufficient to keep them in independenqy ; 
ifaat :he best knew they bad not been regarded^ .or 
treated in a manner to give them any great presept 
xe2 
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expectations. He interrupted me herfe, and saM v^ 
understood one another ; that what I said with rela-* 
tion to those gentlemen was true, and had proceeded 
from not being in a situation to have it otherwise, 
[meaning the coldness between uis]. I replied, that 
I did understand him, but as he knew they had' no 
present expectations, I could by no means say how 
far they would care to forfeit the prospect of all fu- 
ture favours and advantages. He pressed me again 
to speak to them, for, indeed, it would be imputed. 
His repeating that so often, heated me a little, and 
made me tell him, that 1 very little regarded what 
might be imputed to me unjustly : Had I any pre* 
tensions ? any expectations ? What had I asked or 
pretended ? He knew I had none : if I had, let him 
say it. He said it was very true ; that I must be sen* 
sible that there had been great misunderstandings 
between us, he was willing to suppose on both sides, 
but that so great a service as that wiped out a mul- 
titude of things. I answered, that what I should do 
was from a motive of my duty ; that I neither asked 
nor expected any reward for it, nor pretended any 
thing from it : that as to the gentlemen, I would, as 
I designed, lay the matter fitirly before them, and 
plainly tell them which way I should vote : whether 
my example would influence them, they must deter* 
mine, but I should use no arguments to do it. 

I did so the sftme night ; and they, from their own 
judgements, entirely unbiassed, or attempted to be 
so by me, all determined to vote for the J^ing, 
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Oft Sunday the 29th/ about twelve gentlemen 
met. at Sir Robert Wiilpole's, to be informed (as 
the custom is of all those meetings) of what is 
•resolved upon, instead of being consulted (as 
the custom ought to be} upon what should be re<- 
«olv«d OH. 

When the company was gone, I told Sir Robert 
Walpole that I had laid the. matter before the gen^ 
tlem^ and that I found they were disponed to act 
in the same manner that I had declared I would do. 
He thanked me, and was going on (as I thought) 
to mention future expectations^; but I prevented 
him, by continuing to say, that if I had been so ua^ 
Ibrtunate as to takp another part in this unlucky 
affair, than that which the real sense of my duty, 
and zeal for the whole Royal Family, had deter- 
mined me to take, I believe he must be very sen- 
sible that the connexion between those gentlemen 
and me was such, that we should not have differed 
in. opinion. He said there could be no manner 
of doubt of it. I added, that I then left him to con- 
sider whether, beside that real sense of my duty, I 
had had, from the day this King came upon the 
throne^ up to that hour, any one inducement to do 
what I had resolved to do. He answered, to be sure 
not ; the misunderstandings between him and me 

were very public, but now ^and was going on, 

but I thought it not proper to enter into explana- 
tions, and interrupted him by saying, I did not men- 
Jioo Uii$ in any the least way of complaint, but 
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thought I owied myself so mach ju$tice^ ae to put 
him in miud of it: thdt as I acted from ap7in<»ple 
of honour and conscience oftly^ I was r^ry Fegsffdliess 
of the consequences that might happen to tne from 
it ; t&ough I was not so btitd as liot tot a^^ ihi^t I 
stood exposed to future resentments by it^ aft kl^at 
as much as any gentleman in England : with which 
I took my leave. On Tuesday the 23d, tibe mo- 
tion was made hy Mr. Pulteney, Md geecmdod hjr 
Sir John Barnard ; die message and answer pr6H 
dtioed by Sir Robert Walpde. The House di- 
vided between twetre and one; the Dumbers fiJr 
the Kiflg were 234, for the Prince 204i There 
were 45 Tories abs^it^ 35 members voted fbr the 
Prince against u% who, t think, never voted agaiaitt 
w before. 

On Friday the 25th, the same metion was made 
in tbe House of Lords (where I wast also), by Lord 
Carteret, and seconded by Lord Gower. The de* 
bat-e lasted till past eight, when the motion was v^ 
jeQted. The numbers for the King were 103, for 
the Prince 40. 

Thus ended thie unhappy affair in Parlianfient : 
Ood only knows where the consequences of it will 
end in a nation, where, by the profllgaey arid dis- 
soluteness of their manners, the people seem tahave 
forfeited all pretence to the divine favour and Inter- 
position.; and where baseness, degeneracyj and 
isorruption, is arrived to such a height, as to make 
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i«4Hi e$gy ptn^y not acAy to Ike gfoiring qinilitidsy. 
aiMl dmcalled rivtues^ of greai^ ilUdesigning; Prkioes ; 
bui erenta tki mdtt bsrefitced, despicable attenpts 
0f the vMke^ whmumei they shall t^niik fit ta eni^ 
ploy alitdd kfv^ ounoing^ and open ooirq>tioii^ to 
enslave them. 



JHr. lyodington^s dnsioer to the Prince^ detwered^ l^ji 
J^r.Rdtph, tonie^EarloJ^Middlesest, who presented 
' .it to his Aoyit Highness f March l\^ 1748-9. ' 

' I 'AUided tofnpagfeS'J 

• ^nXr Bib Rbytil Highness ta^f he tlWoHigWy 
cbn^cedy that Mr. Ddtdingtoti is, iW^ea^iieisrty db^ 
]^se^ to l:(e arf semceaWe to W» Royal Higlintes, 
and dUs- cduhtfy/ as. hk eireimistaiiees sirtd' stlilkklf^ 
will give him leave, he has restgtied A^ oiBee hi^ 
had the honour to hold under his Majesty. 

And having premised thus much, he humbly hopelt 
he may be indulged in saying, That, if, by the most 
gracious offers his Royal Highness is pleased to 
make, of receiving him to the same degree of fa- 
vour and protection as he once enjoyed, his Royal 
Highness means to admit him to the honour of being 
about his person, at his leisure hours, as a most re-' 
spectful, most affectionate, and most disinterested 
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attendant, he shall receive that grei^ condeseenrioOi 
with all the reTerential duty and respect, that be-^ 
comes him, to a great and amiable Princei who is 
thoroughly capable, by that means, of making the 
decline of his life much the happiest part of it. 

But as to entering into his Royal Highness's pub« 
lie business ; to advise or direct the measures which 
his Royal Highness may think fit to have pursued iq 
Parliament^ by his family, and followers, while him- 
self, and h^ very few most efficient friends, are not 
in his Royal Highnesses service; or presuming to take 
a lead ; or invite^ or engage others, to. follow his 
Royal Highnesses standard ; he humbly hopes it will, 
in no degree, be expected from him; because he 
knows, and is convinced, that his rank and fortune 
nnist jp^4^r such ap; aQ^mpt vain aod, inip^;actic^Ifle : 
upr does, he believe, t}iat any body^ much his supe.•^ 
riorip both, could efffg^^tually se)rye his Royal ^igbr. 
ness in that wayy.:how necessary soever it may be,' 
prithout thos^ additions. . , 
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The folkmmg LeUer^ and Memorial, was sent to the 
Prince qf Wales, by Mr. Dodington, October 13^ 
17^9, and is taken notice qf in page 12. Mr. 
Dodington advises his Royal Highness pot to appear 
at the head qf apportion, and attenipts to dissuade 
Un^from even encouraging any opposition, with sud^ 
sensUde and honest arguments that would reflect ho-^ 
nom' upon the most upright Statesman* 

8IR» HMunenmitby Oct. id, 1749* • 

I CAME from Eastkury to Hammersmith last 
pigbt, but too late to pay ^y duty to you|r Royal 
]9igh|ies8) as I designed when I sat out. I hope to 
have that honour and happiness,, some time this 
mornings if your Royal Highness should happen ta 
be at leisure. 

In the mean time^ I humbly presume to lay the en- 
closed Memorial before your Royal Hi^nessy to fill 
up: a serious quarter of an hour ; and as a proof that 
your senrice has not been out of my head, or hearty 
mce I left your Royal Presence. 

I am, &c« 
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MemofrMfir the Prmee. 

. , 5IR, Octefca? 12, 1749. 

TiwuG» I must own I am nitder but little, per- 
haps too little constraint, when I cdnrerse with your 
Rojal HigtetcWy in the femifiarity of private life, 
^ich your condescemion, often, calls me to : yet, 
when I approach jg^ m the fight of a great ftirice , 
of admirable endowments, by nature ; highly im- 
proved by art and observation; a Prince with one 
foot cm the tkrone of a, once, gM^at, and power- 
lid Pisople; caHed thidier by P^^ovidence, to pve-^ 
Tent^ or complete iits rum : wfe^ I appioaek yx>^ 
in this Ugbt, and, ebore cdK, wheir i oomidtfr, that I 
nn.eedled to offer ny serious, opinion , rotating 1» a 
conduct that must determine this awf4il event ;r 1 
confess I am too much agitated, between the re- 
soletioe of doing' my didtyi to my country; atifd the 
feav of ofieeding by too full', and plai» a disdharge 
ef it, to speak to ymnr Bo^ MiglMietfti with thkie 
calcaneM of mind, that fnU posMMOii^ of niyMh^ 
which the greatnest of the okQeatf iske operadeii> 
and the actor sequire, upon so solemn an occasion. 

I have, therefore, chosen this way of memorial, as 
a means to lay my thoughts before your Royal High- 
ness, in a less confused manner, and, at the same 
time, to give you an opportunity of examining them. 
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ws ycmr leliof e and inclination sbatt dietaie : 'kumbly 
hoping, onfy) that jou will ^ve them a full and 
calm consideration, as the settled opinion, after 
much reflection, of a man honnd in duty^ and im- 
pelled fay gratitude and inclinadoiv to prefev your 
trve glory^ and interest^ iand the welfare of this- conn* 
try (which are inseparaUe)) to>aB other, earthly^ 
considerations ;. and oiie^ who Iboksapon the faith-* 
fill disohai^ of this great diUy-, as the moat import* 
ant article be;r»>aA6w«rable'for, to Abnighty God^ 
befoee whom be ezpejcts, isfaoiftly, to «ppeah 

. •> '■ • ^ • • ..> ...• • •• • . ' . ' •.• -J » 

As nobody has seei»Dhi9 paper; elegance, aad'aC'^ 

curacy, it may, possibly, want : sincerity, and affec- 

tion, it, certainly)' witt note the head may ear ; 'the 

heart'cannoti' ;■» • ^ ' ' - 

I shall bdgin. Sir,, with porliamttfltai];^ affairs^ so 
farfoDtti mdy, as they lielaAe to t^e<pact Jrour Royal 
Highness^ in yodr present situatioo, ougbt tM> tiJbe<in 
them, by those who are more immediately honoured 
with your character, and protection. 

I chooee to begin with this head, hecaiise k is most 
pressimg in point of time ; because it. is what you 
are most deeply engaged in; and because (though 
perhaps unavoidably at first) it is, now, become the 
source, and cause of all the most considerable diffi- 
culties you labour under; -and which, each in its 
turn, may be the subject of different memoriajis^ if 
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yon shall please to approve. of thiS' metkiod of laying 
my thoughts before your Royal Highnjesb... 

The namsw measure of govecning by a party, 
which has unfortunately. attended] the frequency of 
Parliaments (a thing, iri itself^ most desirable), seems 
to have been the oocasi6n, that opposition has, too 
frequently^ changed its views, from the redress of 
grievances (its ancient, and o^ly justifiable object); 
to a pursuit of private preferment, or [HJvate resent- 
ment Let us take them, 8e|)arately, and .see if: a 
Prince of Wales can appear at the head of either, 
consistent with his true greatness* 

. And first,. let us consider an opppsition carried on 
for the private preferment of the opposeis. Can a 
Prince of Wales be preferred ? He must be King ; 
and as he can be nothing else,, can such an opposi- 
tion make him ao^ one hour Jiefoie hts time ? or if it 
could, wcnild he not reject it with horror and indig* 
hation? 

Let us, next, form to ourselves an opposition found- 
ed.upoa resecitmient ; a redohitionto pull down, pos-* 
sibly to ;punish,tho8e;that have offended us, without 
considering consequences* 

Will a Prince of Wales appear to act publicly, 
from resentment, and .pas^on; only ; and that too, 
under the disadvantage of appearing to do it, peevisht 
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ly, personally, inefFeptuaUy ; when he mu§t» one 
day, have it in his power to do it, nobly, nationally, 
and efFectually .^ 

Having 9hown that the ends, to which oppositions 
have been usually directed, are uiconsistent with 
the interest, and true glory of a Prince of Wales, in 
your present situation ; let us exsunine, if the me- 
thods of opposition, employed to attain those ends, 
are better calculated for your Royal Highness's 
great purposes. 

In the first c^e, then, that I have stated, which it 
that of an opposition founded on self-interest, only : 
the methods, in short, are a steady and unvariable 
attention to propose every thing that is specious, but 
impracticable, or unseasonable: to depreciate and 
lessen every thing that is blameless, and to exag« 
gerate and inflame every thing that is blameable; in 
order to make the people desire, and4lie Crown con* 
sent to, the dismission of those in power, and place, 
to make room for the leaders, and followers of the 
opposition. But a Prince of your elevation, Sir, 
cannot act as the head of any Administration ; it is 
descending too low ; nor can your followers act un- 
der any, without ceasing to be so. 1 humbly think, 
it is not your interest to drive them from you ; and 
I am sure, it is not theirs, to quit the certain favour 
0{ a King whom they will have contributed to make 
a great King, for the uncertain, ill-willed, precarious 
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of a new Admimstmtkm, forced upon %he Oown. 

The methods of carrying on the second sort of op- 
position I liave mentioned, in which, resentment; is 
the chief motiTe and ingredient, admit of a very 
riiort discussion : they are much the same with tlie 
other, only heightened, and inflamed Proposing 
things, not only unseasonable, but dangerof»^ and 
subyerstve of government itself: opposing right, 
and wrong, with equal vehemence : and endeavour* 
ing to overturn the whole system, rather than not 
reach those, who have the Bupren^e direction of it. 
I presume, you. Sir, who are, by Providence, calDed 
to govern, will not contribute to make all govern- 
ment impracticable, or sacrifice to resentment and 
passion, the welfare and prosperity of the peo{rie, in 
which, your own interest and giory is inseparably 
implicated, and involved : nor will those, who hope 
to govern imder you, find their aocaunt in such a 
method of opposition. 

Be pleased, Sir, to let us make a%tde standi here, 
to see what we have proved ; and to consider, wlMtt 
•consequences, necessarily, follow from the tilings 
proved^ that ought to influence your present and 
future conduct. 

It is proved, I hope beyond all possibility of doubt, 
that the oppositions we have seen carried on, in this 
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coanhTf) hitherto, atve neither becoming yoar Soj^ 
Highneift, m yovr p:««eiit situation, tior adrantag^* 
ons to your followers : that s«ch an opposition iiev«r 
lean, either by ks means or its ends, «3tablkfc thtft 
point, iwhich, alone, oogbt «o in&aetKe the pubii* 
«uct)Otts of a Pi^nee : of a Prince like yon, Sir, wko 
want only to be seen as you really are, not as yom 
are misrepresented (to which misrepresentations, 
lli<e opposition has, unatoidabiy, fumi^ied some 
foundation and pretext), to become the sole object 
^ mankind^s expectation, for the redress of afi the 
grievances they feed, and the dispeBsation of all tiie 
future benefits they hope for. 

Admitting, then, all this to be proved, what fol* 
Jows from it *f Are we to infer, that the opposition^ 
which your Royal Highness countenanced end pro-^ 
tected, was impropeily and ii^udickmi^y eifrtered 
mto, and co&sequendy, that there ought to be no 
opposition at all ? Are one, or both of these points^ 
the doctrine you would establish ? Neither the one 
nor the 'Other. 

I am i?eady to own, that, considering tfce humiliat«- 
mg situation prepared for your Royal Highness, at 
y^Our first XHwning to Britain, perhaps you had no 
means of procuring yourself a proper mdependency, 
but by having recourse to the unprincely weapari 
of opposition. 

I wili/ahro, "willingly admit, that iRich«n indepen* 
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lience was necessary to esttblisb the digiutj, and 
greatness of your representation, and to show you, 
in the proper light of a mediator between the King 
and the people : one, from whom they are to hope 
and expect every benefit they wanted, either by 
your intercession with, or succession to, sovereign 
power. 

But as these concessions are true, and justify your 
conduct towards the attainment of that necessary in- 
dependence, your Royal Highness must, on the 
other side, own, that your being obliged to pursue 
it, by those means, has forced you to submit to 
many things, painful to you, in the execution : im- 
proper audiences and appUcations, condescensions 
and familiarities, that, I humbly apprehend, you 
feared, and felt, must lessen that greatness, and 
public significance, which, by the independence 
then struggled for, you were labouring io advance 
and establish. 

Your Royal Highness must also allow, that, as this 
pursuit carried in its face the full likeness of a pri- 
vate pecuniary establishment; the bulk of mankind, 
not being taught to see it as the foundation of that 
independence necessary to make you their advocate, 
or their defender, in case they should be aggrieved; 
the bulk of mankind,, I say, not being taught to see, 
or rather being taught not to see, it in that light, 
judged of it in gross, and, as it carried private in- 
terest in th^ face^ concluded (since you went into 
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Court, upon gaining your point), that the same 
private interest was interwoven with the whole, and 
composed the constituent and essential parts of your' 
intention, and design. 

So that the unavoidable consequences of this me- 
thod of opposition became a drawback upon itself, 
and, in some degree, defeated its own success. For, 
though the necessary independency was established, 
there was still something wanting, to stamp, and im- 
press upon the minds of the people, that exalted 
opinion, that fervent, affectionate confidence and 
expectation, which the benevolence of your heart, 
and the force and extent of your natural genius 
(much embellished and improved) exact from all 
those, who have the happiness to see your Royal 
Highness, in a near and natural light : to find, and 
to fix' tliis something, so as it may produce to my 
country,, the full blessings of your most gracious 
intentions, and beneficent resolutions, is under 
Heaven, the whole object of all my care, pains, 
ambition, and reward : nor do I despair of success. 

For I cannot believe, now the end is attained, that 
your Boyal Highness will continue upon yourself 
those inconveniences, which it might be necessary 
to submit to, iu order to attain it ; we, indeed, your 
servants, by going on in the same eager method, and 
throwing your great name, and august patronage 
before us, might gratify our resentments, and possi- 
bly, our interests, by forcing ourselves into place 

Ff 
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under the Ministry : I say possibly might, but I 
very believe, that there is not one of us that har- 
bours so mean a thpught; and if any one differs in 
opinion with me, upon these great points, 1- humbly 
hope your Royal Highness will be persuaded (as I 
am from the conviction of my conscience), that it 
proceeds from a different conception of things, only, 
but from a heart as affectionate and zealous as my 
own, for your Royal Highness's true interest and 
glory. But I, still, return to this point, that I do 
not imagine, that a Prince of your prudence and 
discernment will ccmtinue a pursuit, that cannot, in 
all htunan probability, be attended with success ; and 
if it was, could be employed to no desirable end, 
that falls within the compass of my poor comprc- 
iiension. 

The pursuit I mean, is a majority in Pariiament, 
which I hold, morally, impossible to gain ; and if it 
could be gained, I am entirely at a loss to guess, what 
advantageous use to your Royal Highness could be 
made of it : on the contrary, I think it a thing, of all 
others, the least to be wished. For, if we were a 
sufficient majority to drive out the present Ministry, 
your Royal Highness would not, I presume, have u$ 
take their places ; that were to drive us from you, 
indeed ; for, in the present unhappy disposition of 
the Royal Family, you well know, that to keep tb« 
places into which we had intruded, we must act like 
our predecessors^ very dishonourably and disgrace- 
fully to ourselves, indeed, but certainly, very Qf- 
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fensively , to your Royal Highness. Besides, if we 
were that majority, with all the emoluments and 
temptations full within reach, and in our power, is 
your Royal Highness very sure you could stop us 
all short, and hinder us from rushing in to the 
plunder ? 

This great something, then, that is wanting, this 
necessary point of light, which is not to be found ia 
the present methods, or ends of oppositicMi, must be 
iized and ascertained, in order to proportion, and 
adapt the means to the measure. 

Now, according to my understanding, this great 
and necessary point is, to fix in die minds of man- 
kind, by the dignity and steadiness of your own be« 
haviour, a strong prepossession of your warm, and 
beneficent intentions fcxr the welfare of this country, 
without private view, or resentment; and by such 
a choice of those, to whom you delegate the princi- 
pal direction of your affairs, as may create a full 
confidence, that you are not only thoroughly deter- 
mined, but also, properly prepared, to earry those 
tntaitions into full execution, when you are vested 
with power to do it. 

And now. Sir, I whom your Royal Highness may, 
hitherto, have thought an enemy to all opposition, 
become aa bumble advocate, in my turn, for an op- 
position ; such an one, as may be productive of this 
nobte purpose, suitable to the greatness of your 
Ff2 
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namCy your reputation, and most princely accom* 
plishmetits : an opposition strongly marked with the 
public good, where your private views all plainly 
centre in the public welfare ; and those of your fol- 
lowers, are openly, and declaredly, confined to the 
honour of, one day, carrying your great designs into 
execution ; till that time, to ask for nothing, to ac- 
cept of nothing, but devote themselves to watch 
over the public, and prevent, as far as they can, 
any farther encroachments being made upon it, tiD, 
by becoming the glorious instruments of your gra- 
cious intentions, they can redress all the grievances 
they have not been able to prevent. 

The noble simplicity of this opposition, supported 
with suitable gravity, steadiness, and dignitj'', with- 
out doors, will awake, and fix the attention of man- 
kind on your Royal Highness, as their proper ob- 
ject of defence, and expectation. And even those 
personal points, which, though most justly grounded, 
and ably supported,would now be attempted in- 
effectually, as the movements of resentment only, 
and end in a sanction, instead of a censure: the 
prosecution of those very points will, when your 
power to punish^ as well* as reward, is equal to your 
will, be called for by the people, as national justice 
and public satisfaction. 

To the standard of an opposition thus strongly 
marked, and characterized with the public good, and 
the public good only ; thus cleared from every cloud. 
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and stain of private interest, and resentnaent, the 
lionest, the brave, and the impartial, will gather, by- 
degrees, . and no slow ones, to increase the dignity, 
as well as numbiers, of your Royal Highness's party. 
But while they see, or think they see, the least ap- 
pearance of trifling with the public ; or indeed, till 
:they see the contrary; in. my humble opinion, the 
prospect is so full of misfortune, that I choose to hide 
it from your Royal Highness, and wish I could hide 
it from myself. 

. AU which is humbly submitted to your Royal 
Highness's superior discernment and direction. 

G-D, 



This Narrative of Mr. Ralph appears to be ajustifica- 
turn of Mr. Dodington, from a malicious report tJmt 
he had intruded himself upon the late Prince of 
WaleSf and had forced himself into the service of his 
Royal Highness. It was voritten in the year 1751, 
and is occasionally hinted at in the Diary. 

It pleased his late Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, sometimes to discourse of political matters 
with Mr. Ralph. 

On all such occasions, the Earl of Middlesex was 
present, and sonietimes Dr. Sharpe. 



Digitized by 



Google 



438 

Thes^ discourses were generally pretty long; and 
it seldom happened, but that his Royal Highness 
mentioned Mr. Dodington's name before they were 
brought to an end : sometimes with complaints that 
he, Mr. Dodington, had left his Royal Highness, 
but oftener with expressions of self->persuasion^ that 
he should recover him again one day or another : 
adding these, or such words as these — " We have 
good subalterns enough ; but we want leaders.'* 

Mr. Ralph, all this while, either kept on the re- 
serve, or threw in such general suggestions concern- 
ing Mr. Dodington, as were rather dictated by sen- 
timent than policy. 

Once, and but once, when the conversation grew 
very particular, he did most humbly offer himself to 
communicate his Royal Highnesses commands to 
Mr. Dodington, in case he had any to conununicate, 
and should think fit to do him (Mr. Ralph) that. ho- 
nour. But his Royal Highness waved the motion at 
that time, by saying. Lord Baltimore had been 
spoken to on that head ; and, therefore, when he 
had any thing to say, his Lordship would be the 
most proper person to say it. 

Notwithstanding which, at some distance of time, 
his Royal Highness resumed the topic one evening; 
and, at parting, clapping his hand on Mr. Ralph's 
arm, dropped certain expressions, which^ to the best 
of Mr. Ralph's remembrance, were these — Deat 
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Ralph, or, good Ralph, get me Dodington, if pos* 
sible — ^I mugt have Dodington at any rate. 

Mr. Ralph was rather perplexed, than pleased, 
with this commission : and Dr. Sharpe coming to 
him at Tumham Green (he believes to know his 
(Mr. Ralf^'^) opinion concerning it), Mr. Ralph 
told him he conld not proceed upon it, as it was too 
general; and, consequently, tended more to diraw 
him into a difficulty with Mr. Dodington, than to 
answer his Royal Highnesses purpose. 

What followed was an order for him to come to 
town immediately: which, on his arrival, was &1« 
lowed by another, requiring him, expressly, in the 
name of his Royal Highness, to invite Mr. Doding- 
ton into his Royal Highnesses service ; or rather, as 
it was phrased, to live with him, as he had formerly 
done, and as if that sort of life had never been in- 
terrupted: which invitation was unaccompanied with 
any offer or stipulation of any kind whatsoever. 
Nay ; when Mr. Ralph asked — if no character or 
employment, either in present or future, was allotted 
to him ; the answer given was, that nothing of either 
kind had been so much as mentioned. 

This invitation Mr. Ralph carried to Mr. Do- 
dington, who took two or three days to consider of 
it ; and, having, in that interval, resigned his em- 
ployment, did, by Mr. Ralph, send a letter, to be 
delivered into the hands of Lord Middlesex (who 
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was the person employed by his Royal Highness in 
this transaction), the contents of which Mr. Doding- 
ton is best able to explain* 

About four months passed over, after this, without 
producing any farther explanation of either side; 
during which interval (though Mr. Ralph did wonder 
much that his Royal Highness should be so earnest 
to have a gentleman at his devotion, whom he did 
not seem to have commands for, and might, possibly, 
take the liberty to express that wonder to his friends 
at times) he never once presumed to importune his 
Royal Highness, or to desire that he might be im- 
portuned on Mr. Dodington's account 

Lastly; when "his Royal Highness did, of his 0wn 
mere motion, as Mr. Ralph apprehends, take Mn 
Dodington into his actual service, he^ Mr. Doding- 
ton, did require Mr. Ralph, by and through my 
Lord Middlesex, to repeat the humble request 
which he had before made to him in person ; viz, 
that he might have the honour to serve him without 
salary, till it pleased God that his Royal Highness 
should accede to the Throne. Mr. Ralph did, ac- 
cordingly, communicate this request to my Lord 
Middlesex, to be communicated to his Royal High- 
ness, which his Royal Highness refused to admit : 
notwithstanding which, Mr. Dodington did again 
renew the same solicitation, and persist in it, through 
the same channel ; till Mr. Ralph was, at last, told 
4)y my Lord Middlesex^ that his Royal Highness was 



Digitized by 



Google 



441 

sp firm to his purpose, on that head, that he did not 
think it adviscable to j»ress him any fiarth^r. 

JAMES RALPH. 



TTds remarkable Memorial was sentj by the penny-post^ 
enclosed in a cover to General Hawleyy on the 20th of 
December 1752, and is referred to in the IjGth page 
of the Diary. 

The paper being received in the questionable shape of an 
anonyrrums letter^ the reader will naturally be cautious 
in giving too muc/t credit to the very severe allegations 
contained in it. 



A Mefimrial of several Tiobhmen and Gentlemen of the 
first rank and fortune. 

The memorialists represent — That the education 
of a. Prince of Wales is an object of the utmost im- 
portance to the whole nation : that it ought always 
to be intrusted to Noblemen of the most unblemished 
honour, and to Prelates of the most distinguished 
rirtuc, of the most accomplished learning, and of the 
^ost unsuspected principles, with regard to Go- 
,Temment both in Church and State. 
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That the misfortunes which the notion formerly 
suffered, or escaped, under King Charles I. King 

Charles II. and King James II. were owing to the 
bad education of those Princes, who were early 
initiated in maxims of arbitrary power : — ^That for a 
faction to engross the education of a Prince of Wales 
to themselves^ excluding men of probity and learn- 
ing, is unwarrantable, dangerous, and illegal:— That 
to place men about the Prince of Wales, whose 
principles are suspected, and whose beUef in the 
mysteries of our faith is doubtful, has the most mis« 
chievous tendency, and ought justly to alarm the 
friends of their country, and of the Protestant suc- 
cession : — That for a minister to support low men, 
who were originally improper for the high trust to 
which they were advanced, after complaints made 
of dark suspicions, and unwarrantable methods made 
use of by such men in their plan of education, and 
to protect and countenance such men in their mso- 
lent and unheard-of behaviour to their superiors, is 
a foundation for suspecting the worst designs in such 
ministers, and ought to make all good men appre- 
hensive of the ambition of those ministers; — ^That it 
being notorious, that books inculcaUog the wor^ 
maxims of government, and defending the inost 
avowed tyrannies, h ave been put into the hands of 
the Prince of Wales, it cannot but a€Eect the memo*- 
rialists with the most melancholy apprehensions, 
when they find that the men who had the honesty 
and the resolution to complain of such astonishing 
methods of instructions, are driven away from court. 
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ftnd the men who' hare dared to teach such doctrine 
are continaed in trust and favour: — ^That the secu- 
tity of this government being built on Whig princi^ 
pled, and alone supported by Whig zeal; that the 
establishment of the present Royal Family being 
settled in the timely overthrowr of Queen Anne's last 
tninistryy it cannot but alarm all true Whigs to heaf 
of schoolmasters, of very contrary principles, being 
thought of for preceptors 5 and to see none but thi^ 
friends and pupils of the late Lord Bolingbioke in- 
trusted with the education of a Prince, whose family 
that very Lord endeavotired by his measures to ex- 
clude, and by his writings to expel, from the throne 
of these kingdoms :-— That there being great reason 
to believe that a nobk Lord has accused one of the 
Preceptors of Jacobitism, it is astonishing that no 
hotice has been taken of a complaint of so high a 
nature : — ^On the contrary, the accused person con- 
tinues in the same trust, without any inquiry into 
the grounds of the charge, or any steps taken by the 
bcciised to purge himself of a crime of so black a 
dye : — That no satisfaction being given to the Go- 
vernor fend Preceptor, one of whom, though a No- 
bleman of the most unblemished honour, and the 
other a Prelate of the most unbiassed virtue, have 
been treated in the grossest terms of abuse by a me- 
nial servant of the family, it is derogatory to his Ma- 
jesty's authority, under which they acted, is an 
affront to the Peerage, and an.outrage to the dignity 
of the Church : — ^That whoever advised the refusal 
of an audience to the Bishop of Norwich, who was 
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saw taken in the education of the Prince of Wales, 
is an enemy to his country^ and can only mean at 
least to govern by a faction, which intends to over- 
throw the government, and restore the exiled and 
arbitrary house of Stuart: — That to have a Scots- 
man, of a most disaffected family, and allied in the 
nearest manner to the Pretender's first niinisters, 
consulted in the education of the Print;e.of. Wales, 
and intrusted with the most important secrets of go- 
vernment, must tend to alarm and disgust the friends 
of the present Royal Family, and to encourage the 
hopes and attempts of the Jacobites : — ^Lastly, the 
memorialists cannot help remarking, that the three 
or four low, dark, suspected persons, are the only 
men whose station is fixed and permanent ; but that 
all the great offices and officers are so. constantly 
varied and shufHed about, to the disgrace of >this 
country, that the best persons apprehend there is a 
settled design in these low and suspected people to 
infuse such jealousies, caprices, and fickleness, into 
the two ministers, whose confidence they engross, 
as may render this government ridiculous and con- 
temptible, and facilitate the revolution which the 
memorialists think they have but too much re^ispn to 
fear is meditating. 

God preserve the KING. 
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A Conference hetwee^i the Duke of Newcastle and Mr. 
Dodington, October 10, 1755, vcith the Prelimmaries 
agreed on between them October \2th following. 
This ban gain and sate^ which, to those who are un- 
acquainted with the manners of a Court, may appear 
a singular curiosity, is mentioned in page 336. 

MY LOBP, 

I UNDERSTAND, by Mtk Fox, otid by a letter from 
your Grace to Lord Hallifax, that the King is dis- 
posed to accept my services : and I am very ready 
to serve him, if I can do it with utility to his Ma- 
jesty and with honour to myself: for I do not want 
the service, either to mend my fortune, or for an in- 
troduction into the world ; I want it for neither. I 
am come, therefore, my Lord, to know of your 
Grace, in what, and in what shape and situation his 
Majesty expects my services. 

He said it was true : and that the King had re- 
ceived what he laid before his Majesty of my zeal 
for his family, and of my abilities, much more fa- 
vourably of late, than when he formerly had done 
all that he could with his Majesty, to- 

My Lord, I beg we may not look back : that, I 
am sure, will not advance ^ny thing I came hither 
about 



Digitized by 



Google 



446 

He^ said it was very obliging in me, to forget 
what was past — but he must have his own thoughts 
about it. 

And I mine, my Lord* 

He proceeded to say, that as Mr. Fox was a per- 
son agreeable to me, the King had directed that Mr. 
Fox should come to Dorsetshire to me, to settle 
matters, and that his Majesty would consent to any 
thing for myself, that I liked and should be agreed 
amongst us ; not then knowing that I should be so 
^on at Hammersmith. 

I said I had seen Mr. Fox, and that he had iq>oke 
to me, in geiierals only, about public affairs, and his 
Majesty's favourable disposition to me. 

He said he understood it so : and that Mr. Fox 
bad only reported that I was well disposed to enter 
into the service, and if measures could be made 
agreeable, I had no objection to men. And that, 
if there was any thing I Uked, and would let it be 
known, it mi^t he shaped out to my satis£eiction, 
&c. 

My Lord, where there is no offer» no answer cm 
be expected. 

He said, all would depend upon measures, if those 
^ould be made agreeable, every thing would be 
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made ^asy ; and therefore it would be proper to go 
upon that. 

My Lord, if your Grace pleases, one thing at 
oace. As you have no oflFer to make, you can ex- 
pect no answer upon that bead : and be pleased to 
observe that / have nothing to offer, and nothing t9 
ask. 

Why, to be sure, he said, if what was thou^ of 
was not agreeable, any thing else that I liked might 
be brought about : but what the King first thought 
of was the Comptroller's Staff. 

My Lord, I will suppose I did not hear you, and 
as jfou have nothing to offer, and / have nothing to 
ask, there can be no answer, and we may shut the 
book. 

He said, that if they had known I should not baY« 
liked the Staff, it would not have been thought o£ 

My Lord, it should not have been thought of. £F 
you please, my Lord, let us suppose that nothkig 
tpecifical h^s been offered : and I repeat my ex«> 
pectation that your Grace wiU remember, that I 
have nothing to offfer, or propose to you, and nothing 
to ask. 

He said, he understood it so ; and that I came at 
bis M^esty's requisition, who was desirous I shoiidd 
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come into the service. And as for measures, ^bey 
had no particular ones, but the tw6 treaties with 
Hesse and Russia, which last had been negotiating; 
these two years [what he meant by that, I neither 
know, nor thought proper to ask] , and he supposed 
Mr. Fox had explained them. 

Upon my answering in the negative, and saying 
that I did not believe that Mr. Fox understood them 
thoroughly himself; his Grace began to enter into 
that with Russia : but I stopped him, by saying, that 
I supposed they were two subsidiary treaties, wfaich^ 
like all others, bargained for a certain number of 
men, for a certain ' time : so much subsidy to the 
Princes, and such pay to the troops,, when called 
for. 

Yes— exactly so — and then proceeded to show 
that the Russian treaty was the best, and only way 
to defend Hanover, and prevent a Continent war. 
That if Hanover was attacked for the sake of Eng-^ 
land, it ought to be looked upon as England, &c» 
And then would have gone on into the particulars, 
but I interrupted him by saying, then I would not 
lose your Grace^s time in explanation, which can 
only affect the mode of the thing, and'not the sub- 
. stance ; I may possibly think of it, as of a diish dress-* 
ed by your Grace's cook, the more palatable, the 
more unwholesome. But I wiU be plain with your 
Grace ; I think this Russian subsidy to be ruinous 
to this country^ of mooit daugerous precedent, moist 
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hurtful to his Majesty's true interest^ and destructive 
of the interest of his family; at the same time in- 
sufficient to the ends proposed by it, and instead of 
preventing a Continental war, the most certain seed 
and foundation of it. And I can never think I am 
serving his Majesty by supporting it. 

At the same time I will agree with your Grace, 
and am willing it should be understood, I am for 
defending Hanover, if it be attacked out of resent- 
ment to England, and that I not only never will con« 
sent to, but will hinder, to the best of my poor little 
power, the sword's being sheathed, till Hanover be 
indemnified. I will go farther, and will allow, with- 
out iarther examination, that if it be now attacked, it 
is on the account of England : but I do not think this 
Russian subsidy is the way to defend i|, or to make 
the people fond of it. Besides, my Lord, your 
Grace knows, and I know, that (without this Russian 
subsidy) it will never be attacked. He said, he 
wished he did : that if I could convince him of that, 
it would be the best news that had come to England 
a great while. - 

I do know it, my Lord, and I thought your Grace 
had : unless we are to suppose that people will do 
the direct contrary to what they have promised, and 
engaged to do. 

But at the same time I say this of the Russian 
subsidy, your Grace will observe that / da not sajf 

Gg 
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^t ( wU]t be fox tb^ llessiiaii : I deux^ i^ (Q W 
oii^i^^pM^ri^lfQody or iwrepresen.ted. Oh n^! I^ un-^ 
dE^n^ood me very well, and wonld he s^r^ Qot tq. 

My Lord, I vill not be ixasi?epves^nt^< I dp na^ 
say that I will approve of the Hessian subsidy, if 
tiskec^ were, no Russian, because considered by iteelf. 
His a ailly, unadvised step ; tbe. best wi^ Qan tihliik 
of it, or call it, is a job.; 'tis sa apparenJbly of diq. sig- 
ni&cancy, and inadequate to. the. purposie^ hetld oul : 
Md nobody can think yon vk earnest whAAyou if^^ 
flare, them: but, however, as to thait, there, may bq 
modes and quaU£cations, eapeciatty £us thaiisraA^sA 
and concluded, (and your Grace saya thais you. dim 
act sure you shaU get the. other) and aai gceat cespeci^ 
lo» and desire to comply with, hia IVt^esty'a iROcd» 
vken iii was solenmiy engaged, is^ omx duty, aa &r aa 
is consistent with our duty to our country : I say, 
tbere^ may, possibly, he found some tempeFameuli, 
ifx. that single case, that might enable one taspeak te^ 
gentliemden, and one!s friends ; aiad i^ upon proper 
explanations, they were disposed to make aa gteat a 
compliment, I should not endeavour to inflame, but 
Bafthec, possibly, be inclined to a^quiesoe^ A£ber a 
liil^e, and not very material intecrup^on, I vosumed 
tli& dJBCourse^ and sai4 : 

My Lord, I did not come here to dispute with 
your Gcace : my opinion of the geui^sal tendency of 
thesa aubsidies, botk at home and abroad^ wiU^adociit 
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X)f iTo variation ; and it is fit that I shoirld acqaait^ 
yout Grace, tfeat as to \he Rusj^an, I will op^tjsife ft 
With all the little credit and efficaicy I havfe, botJi in 
the House, and out of it : but I will do it with all ihk 
tiec^ncy that is consi^ent with tnAh. He said, thfejr 
were convinced of the great decency of my.beha- 
4riour bn all occasions. And I went on to sky, tha^t 
k& to 'the Hessians, I did hot say that I would be fob. 
ttretn : that point, ho^^ver, might admit of isome 
modification : but if they both came iii, I ^-ould iii- 
'dubitably oppose both, Ibi: Whatever 1 did, I wOulA 
db thoroughly. 

After civil eispri&ssioiis 6f conc6rti, tiikt We "did IrcA 
kgree in our opinion about mea&ur^s, h^ let )iiinse)F 
into the danger of provokiilg cTther maritime ftinceh 
tb join France against us ; ffom the prfesent ttf6 
6pehly professed doctrine of being masters of thi 
teas : that Sweden Wnd Denmark would, in edtrjun'c- 
tibii with iFrance, have a fle^t of fifty iail in thi 
iBaltic, &c.— that We had the gf eateist flefet, tjie bfesk 
JiVdvid6d, officered, atid directed, that t^et Wak^. 
tiiat I saw it cbtild hbt be dtependeA tfpoti : tJiej^ 
cbttld iidt hihdet- sqiiadrons ifroM gbing out, tofl 
feemitig in, thrt>ugh the most Wiitding, difiicuft 
passages, &c. I got up, and i^aid) if We Were nrdt 
superior at sea, we must give it up : that I had taken 
up too much 6f his time, and begged leave to i-e- 
capitulate what had passed, that there might be tit 
room for mistake, or misrepresentation : that, in the 
first place, as to myself, I had made no manner of 
cg2 
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offeri nor asked any thing, of any body : that as to 
measures for the Hessian subsidy, I bad no ways 
said that I would be for it, if it came single ; but, in 
that case, it might admit of farther consideration; 
but if it was to be combined with the Russian, I 
would most certainly oppose both : that I had said I 
would oppose the Russian, to the utmost of my 
power, but with all the decency that truth would 
admit : that there remained but one thing, and that 
was not recapitulation, because I had not said it be- 
fore, which was, that he should find (though I did 
not know whether ever they told him one word of 
truth) he should find (if they did) that I opposed it 
solely from the un6tness of the thing, and not be- 
cause any body there thought fit to oppose it : that 
I should show it was from opinion, my own opinion 
only, and not from any body's else : or out of dis- 
like to, or against any body, that I opposed it. I 
was unconnected with any one, and would be so, 
upon this question : how long I should continue sq 
I could not tell, but I was so now. Nobody had 
any demand, any right to call upon me, but one 
gentleman, a near relation pf his Grace's, Lord 
Halli£ax : he had a right, and when he did call, at 
any time, and upon any occasion, I should always 
be ready to obey it. . . 

After a little insignificant . talk, and reciprocal 
civilities, we parted. 
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. TTie PreUrmiarieSm 

What is hinted at for Mr. Dodington, is more 
than he desires for himself; but without the con- 
currence of his friends, and the following conditions 
for them, it is impossible for him to enter into any 
engagement. 

Earl of Hallifax to be of the Cabinet. Such pro- 
vision in possession 9 or reversion, for Mr. Furnese, 
as shall be i^eed upon between him and Mr. AttOr^ 
ney General. 

Sir Francis Dashwood to beoffelred the Comptrol- 
ler's Staff, or something that is proper for, and woiild 
be agreeable to him ; if he can be prevailed oil' to 
accept any thing, which I very much doubt 

Lord Talbot to be comprehended. Mr. Tucker 
to be provided for, at^ or before the end 6f the 

sessaoDfi. ' 

Full liberty to oppose the subsidies, honestly and 
fairlyi which is never to cause t&e least coldness^ 
exjpofitulation, or rentioiistrance; 

Mr. Dodington is also obliged to be of the Irish 
side of the. «]<]e^0D, about the linens. : : 
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It is presumedi that there is to be no trifling ; 
but that the correspondence and communication be- 
tween Mr. Dodington's friends, and the Administra- 
tion, is to be sindhri-, hohourabie, and unreserved » 



The Editor, at the request of a particuUjrfiiend, hs$ 
added thefoVowing Letter to ilie Appendix ; U being 
« jU9i^Um 4f lAe Duke bf Sidhkhf^ frim 'the 
«h0r^ vrnfli^ ifh theaeoount ofhikGrace^^ ciiccepiir^ 
and refigtrng a plaee in ihe Sin^e BedeMMtefn^^ 
See page 371. And here the Editor begs fad^e t9 
obierocy that as other transactions contained in this 
JDiary tmxy^ppsiitffy^ halbe ifeen eUher It^faiiriy stii^ei, 
isr paf^% f^esented, M will be keifpff tdiniMntt 
es^hnO^msiithai moff o^th^fmiifeHt^tfti^ftMmttedtd 
Mm, kk 4k fiktmte edition 

'Snt| . . Gfodwoodi JUotf^i^ 1783. 

I Altf touch 6bl%^ t5 Mr. WyndhtaK for the fxkmw 
tnunication he has allowed you to make te me of 
Mr. Dodington^s Diary, which hsCs afforded me great 
talEeffioonMiit; fcarfewtdadkigpiininyj^piildfa^lre 
PM^Ti^ Immn^ dfauR this e<irt of origiflaliimenidir&| 
which give the truest pictured the timeB ininirieb 
they were written. 
,', f , ' . ,' " ' • • . ' . . '• ". 

As the excefibneij -of Mck m. wcMi cponsiits «i it* 
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Wing perfeolly ofigina)^ the wao^kV^t akdiatidii 
would, ia my opiniois destroy its merit } and theic^ 
Uofey althoagk the part, wlief& I am ixie&tioiied, coa-^ 
tains hj no mean* a true state of that busioeas, yet 
I am fiaur from wishing to have i^ suppressed ov allet'* 
ed. All I desire is, that when Mr* Wyndbam tUtil^ 
proper to publish Mr« Dodiagtcm^i Pkury, be wiH 
permit this letter, containing the true state of facts, 
to be inserted as an explanatory note to i^ tians-* 
action. 

8oon after Us Majesty-^ accession, Sir Msifff* 
£sikioe, who- ha4 1^^^^ remored from the Anq^ by 
tiie late King, was festered to it by his present Ma-^ 
jesty, wikh ^he same rank he would have had, if be 
bad continued in the service; by tbis meaas he 
came in again ovei; my head. Thie iaduced me to 
desixe an audience> in which I respectfully repre- 
sented to his M^es^, that as I bad particularly at- 
tached myself to th^ Military, and had^ought senrke 
UKpqa all occasions, I wq^s in hopee that no person 
woubl bare been put o^er me. But frndiagi from 
bis-lklajesty^s aaawer, that Sir Harry Emskine^fr re- 
mo^ in the late reign was omng to bis attachment 
te bia Majesty when Prince of Wales^ and that he 
had then made him a promise to restore bim to kds 
rank when he should come to the Crown, I most 
dieeifiilfy submitted, and* begged of bis. Majesty^ to 
bel^ve^ that nothing could be further ftom my wish, 
iban that be should breab his word on any acoountj^ 
and pavtioularly on mine^ Hia Majesty then asked^ 
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me, how it happened that I had never thought of 
any other line than the Military i my answer was, 
that I had not chose to put myself under an obliga* 
don to the Duke of Newcastle, or even to my bro- 
ther-in-law Mr. Fox, being unwilling to connect 
myself with any Minister. His Majesty was pleased 
to receive very graciously all I bad said. 

Being present at the next levee day, Lord Bute 
took me aside, and told me the King was much 
pleased with my behaviour in the closet : that his 
Majesty had observed my saying that I had never 
thought of any line but the Military, and bad order- 
ed him to sound me (I perfectly well recollect the 
expre3sion} whether I should have any inclination 
to a civil employment ? Lord Bute added, that he 
thought the best way of sounding was at once to tell 
me the whole : that the King thought of making me 
a Lord of his Bedchamber; that I might know it 
would not be proper for the King to make a- formal 
offer, but that, if I was disposed to have it, I might 
ask it, and he could assure me I should not be re- 
fused. I thanked his Lordship, expressed my grati- 
tude to his Miyesty, and desired twenty-four hours 
to consider of it. I then asked for it in form, and 
was immediately appointed. 

A few days after I had kissed hands, news arrived 
of the battle of Closter Campen in Germany, in 
which the Hereditary Prince of Brunswick, who 
commanded there, had been worsted. Lord Shel* 
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bume (then Lord Fitzmaurice) had been present at 
this action as a TOlunteer : Lord Downe commanded 
the 25th regiment, and received the wounds of 
which he afterwards died : my brother. Lord Gieorge 
Lennox, commanded a battalion of British grena* 
diers; he had been in the hottest part of the action, 
and, although he had the good luck not to be hurt, 
his clothes were shot through in several places, and 
he had the peculiar satis&ction of remaining to the 
very last with the Hereditary Prince in the wood, 
which was the scene of action, and when ail his peo* 
pie were either killed or driven off, he, with a Cap* 
tain Mac Lane, actually carried off in their arms, 
the Hereditary Prince, who bad no horse or atten* 
dants, and who, from the wound he had received in 
his leg, was unable to walk. Lord Fitzmaurice and 
Lord Downe were both, junior Lieutenant Colonels 
to Lord George Lennox, but bis Majesty was ad<- 
vised to reward their services in this action, by 
giving them the rank of Colonel ov.er his head. 

I thought it my duty to represent to his. Majesty 
how great a mortification it must be to my brother, 
after having much distinguished himself during the 
whdle war, to be not only neglected, but even to see 
his juniors rewarded, by being put over his head, 
for their services in this battle, where his beha* 
viour had been so remarkable. • 

My representations, however, proved ineffectual; 
upon which I resigned the Bedchamber, a fortnight 

Hh 
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after I had received it. I afterwards communicated 
to- Lord Bute the step I had taken, but bare not the 
smallest recollection of his Lordship's mentioning to 
me *^ My having talked ofiFensively of the Scotch on 
*' the promotion of Sir Harry Erskine, and of him 
** (Bute) in particular." On the contrary, his Lord- 
ship was very civil to me, and expressed his regret 
that I had not first communicated to him my inten- 
tions of resigning, as possibly he might have found 
means to satisfy me about my brother, and have pre* 
vented my quitting the Bedchamber. 

But the point I am most anxious to clear up is, 
Mr. Dodington's assertion, that the account which 
Lord Hallifax said I had given, '* That the King 
sent and offered me the Bedchamber" — is not true-^ 
the account I have given will show whether Lord 
Bute was not sent to me ; and whether the manner 
in which his Lordship expressed the orders he had 
received to sound me^ do not, in the language of plaia 
dealing, amount to an offer of the Bedchamber from 
the King. It is true, that I did ask it in form (I be- 
lieve by letter to Lord Bute) but'this was subsequent 
to, and in consequence, of bis orders to sound me, and 
not at the audience I had on the business of Sir 
Harry Erskine's affair, which was previous ; for I do 
very positively declare, that till Lord Bute mention* 
ed the Bedchamber to ine in that conversation, as aa 
idea of the King's, it had not entered into my 
thoughts, which were nerer turned to that sort of 
employment. 
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The difFerenqe of whether I first asked for, or was 
offered this place, is very immaterial, except as to 
the charge Mr. Dodington brings against me, of 
having said what is not true. For, although it was 
very flattering to me to be thought of by his Ma- 
jesty to be abouf his person, I had not the silly. im- 
pertinence to be above asking for that honour, if 
my turn of mind had led me that way, but I cannot 
feel indifferent as to a fact which I am stated to have 
misrepresented. 

Your sending this letter to Mr. Wyndbam with 
the extract of the memoirs which I return enclosed, 
will much oblige. 

Sir, 

Your most obedient. 
And sincere 
Humble servant, 

RICHMOND, &<;• 



H tl2 
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